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April 2020 Newsletter Volume 44, Number 03

The Static Line

Monthly meeting are the second Tuesdays of every month  starting 6:30 P.M. at Deer Valley airport restaurant.

Leroy Castle Memorial EAA Chapter 538 Phoenix, AZ
Website: https://chapters.eaa.org/eaa538
Email: eaa538board@gmail.com
Facebook: www.facebook.com/eaa538

https://chapters.eaa.org/eaa538
mailto:eaa538board@gmail.com
www.facebook.com/eaa538
mailto:rv4chick@cox.net
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EAA Chapter 538 April President’s Report

Hello again EAA Chapter 538 members, family and friends.  I hope everyone is remaining safe and healthy
as we all move forward through these troubling times.

This last month has been without precedent.  The CoVID-19 virus has disrupted the lives of everyone in the
nation so our issues are by no means unique.  EAA National Organization has decided to cancel the Sun-n-Fun
Airshow at Lakeland, Florida for this year and is considering canceling the AirVenture Airshow in Oshkosh,
Wisconsin.  The decision will be made if CoVID-19 epidemic continues much longer.  I am optimistic that we
have reached the peak of this event and we are now on the backside and new cases will begin to drop.
However, at present, the Governor of Arizona has placed a moratorium on large gatherings and have closed
many business within the state.  Our meeting place at the Deer Valley Airport Restaurant is one of the business
affected by this decision.  Based up initial conversation with the owners of the restaurant, they were expecting
to close permanently and have let all of their employees go.  That was before any word of small business
support programs provided by the federal government so there may be a reversal of that decision.  Only time
will tell but the worst case scenario involve us finding a new meeting place.

This upcoming meeting this Tuesday will be canceled. We are evaluating alternate meeting methods.  One
of the ideas we are considering is conducting a virtual meeting using “Zoom”.  Zoom is a virtual meeting
software that is free to most users, but has some limitations in terms of attendees and time limits.  The
subscription based service has more robust capabilities but only the meeting host needs to have this capability.
We will research this and have to conduct some “dry runs” before having a formal meeting. I am requesting
this from all members in anticipation that we have lost our meeting place permanently.  Does anyone have
information about a room that can be used as a meeting place?  It doesn’t have to be at a restaurant, although
that would be nice.  If this room can be available at minimal (no) cost would be preferred.  If you can make
initial contact and then let me know of the results.  My email is p51bldr@yahoo.com.

I forgot to mention other cancellations.  The Young Eagles Event at Glendale and our traditional pot luck
dinner afterwards have also been canceled.

Now for some good news!  Kudos to Carlos Hernandez, who just recently acquired a hangar down at the
Goodyear Airport.  Now he has the room to put the big pieces together and make a whole airplane.
Congratulations, Carlos.
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Secretary’s report  for March 10, 2020

EAA Chapter 538 Monthly Meeting Minutes

 A. Meeting was called to order at 6:33 P.M. with 18 members. There were no visitors.
 B. Jack Norris was the speaker for this month. He presented a PowerPoint presentation

on ICP Srl. ICP SLR is an Italian wiring harness, automotive brake wear indicator
and aircraft manufacturer founded by Tancredi Razzano in 1980 and originally
based in Piovà Massaia. The company relocated to Castelnuovo Don Bosco in
Piedmont on 10 September 2009. ICP specializes in the design and manufacture of
kit aircraft for amateur construction. He introduced their new two (2) cylinder
aircraft engine which has been in service since 2014. It is the standard engine in the
Tucano Savannah. It’s target market is the same as  Rotax 912’s.

 C. Officers gave reports on their areas.
 D. Old Business: John Gregg read the changes to our by-laws because of the change to

Non-Profit status. Alex Bodak moved to accept, and John Warner seconded to
accept the changes. A unanimous vote in favor was given.

 E. Carlos Hernandez highlighted some changes between the old and new chapter
website which went into effect April 1, 2020. The new website address is:
 https://chapters.eaa.org/eaa538.

 F. The next Young Eagle’s (YE) flights are April 25th,.  The April 25 YE is followed by
a pot luck at Dave Biddle’s hangar.  Which due to the pandemic has been canceled.

 G. Tim Clark committed to using one of the two required campsites at AirVenture. Tim
talked about how wonderful it was to go to AirVenture. John Warner gave an update
on installing MGL radios and controllers in his plane. John also gave a quick list of
Events from a Calendar on of his phone.

The meeting adjourned at 8:10 P.M.

Alexander Bodak III
EMAIL: cpucoach@yahoo.com
Cell:  219-308-3934

Web address is:  https://www.eaa.org/Videos/Chapters
Web address for Events is: http://www.socialflight.com/index.php#reg

mailto:cpucoach@yahoo.com
https://www.eaa.org/Videos/Chapters
http://www.socialflight.com/event-planner.php?id=274byc0&a=6
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2019 APRIL WALLPAPER
Click photo for April 2019 Wallpaper

April 2019 Sport Aviation Magazine

Click photo for April 2019 SA Magazine

News &  Events
Congratulat ions to

Carlos  Hernandez for
gett ing cert if ied for tai l

dragger aircraft .

– NOTICE  Notice –

Chapter membership
reminder:

2020 Dues are now due!
Please bring your $20
cash/check/PayPal your Dues
run from Jan 1 to Dec 31 of
the year.  Also, Darren’s
Hangar donation challenge !

https://www.eaa.org/eaa/news-and-publications/eaa-magazines-and-publications/eaa-sport-aviation-magazine
https://www.eaa.org/eaa/news-and-publications/airplane-desktop-wallpaper
https://www.eaa.org/eaa/news-and-publications/eaa-magazines-and-publications/eaa-sport-aviation-magazine
https://www.eaa.org/eaa/news-and-publications/airplane-desktop-wallpaper
https://www.eaa.org/eaa/news-and-publications/airplane-desktop-wallpaper
https://www.eaa.org/eaa/news-and-publications/airplane-desktop-wallpaper
https://www.eaa.org/eaa/news-and-publications/airplane-desktop-wallpaper
https://www.eaa.org/eaa/news-and-publications/airplane-desktop-wallpaper
https://www.eaa.org/eaa/news-and-publications/airplane-desktop-wallpaper
https://www.eaa.org/eaa/news-and-publications/airplane-desktop-wallpaper
https://www.eaa.org/eaa/news-and-publications/airplane-desktop-wallpaper
https://www.eaa.org/eaa/news-and-publications/airplane-desktop-wallpaper
https://www.eaa.org/eaa/news-and-publications/airplane-desktop-wallpaper
https://www.eaa.org/eaa/news-and-publications/airplane-desktop-wallpaper
https://www.eaa.org/eaa/news-and-publications/airplane-desktop-wallpaper
https://www.eaa.org/en/eaa/aviation-education-and-resources/eaa-magazines-and-publications/eaa-sport-aviation-magazine/eaa-sport-aviation-digital-edition
https://www.eaa.org/en/eaa/aviation-education-and-resources/eaa-magazines-and-publications/eaa-sport-aviation-magazine/eaa-sport-aviation-digital-edition
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C a l l i n g  A l l  E A A  C h a p t e r  5 3 8  m e m b e r s  &  V i s i t o r s .

Along with my request for articles, pictures, info for this newsletter, 42
people out of the 60 or so members have done the ten questions at survey
monkey about our chapter and how we can improve it above the great job
that Carlos and the rest of the officers/board member are doing.  Please
take six (6) minutes out of your day to help us make our chapter even
better.  You can copy and paste it into a web browser and go.  You can
hold CTRL and click on the link below.

https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/9NYJZBV

If you have any ideas for speakers for chapter meetings please forward
them to Alex.

Members Information

John Gregg has us registered for amazon smile.
https://smile.amazon.com/

When you log into the Amazon Smile site, you must select the charity
you are supporting.  You will see this area in the black upper band
middle of the screen. Note:  Currently, Guide Star, the company that
Amazon uses to verify qualified charities only utilizes the first line of
our name:  "EAA 538" is  used.  Once on the Amazon Smile site, you
will order as usual.   Thanks John Gregg Jr.

https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/9NYJZBV
https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/9NYJZBV
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Webinars for April 2020
URL: http://www.eaavideo.org/category/videos/webinars

http://www.eaavideo.org/category/videos/webinars
http://www.eaavideo.org/category/videos/webinars
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F O R  S A L E  P a g e  1

 I have a new ray Allen grip all wired and ready to go. I got it when I built my rocket but
decided to use something else. I can be reached at my cell phone. 602 228 9397.  Joel
Haglund

 Shelves for sale -
Best Offer or $40 each. -  4 sections

Tom Parten quit flying and has his 6 Cylinder Sonex (Tail wheel) here on Thunder Ridge Airpark AZ 28. If you
know anybody looking for a good deal contact Bertha Partin    <bmpartin@gmail.com>
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F O R  S A L E  P a g e  2
From Jack Norris

1. Tucano-Replica

The 2nd Arizona Tucano Replica kit is now located at the Geronimo Experimental Build Center in Marana
Arizona. The build center is owned and operated by Greg Hobbs.
Greg is the current Exhibition Chairman for the COPPERSTATE Fly-In.

The Tucano Replica is a 3/4 scale design modeled after the Embraer Tucano military trainer and light air-to-
ground attack support aircraft used by many of the world’ militaries.

It is a great flying airplane and can be purchased as a kit, S-LSA or completed experimental with a variety of
factory assist options. I've now flown 12+ hours in a 912 version with a supercharge (140 hp)and really enjoyed
getting back into a complex aircraft…of course the engine out scenarios had me doing a lot more thinking
about drag/glide ratios with the flying bricks extended and precious little airspace left to maneuver. The bubble
canopy and Texas heat definitely helped me lose a couple of pounds.

The average delivery time for an S-LSA is 4 months. A retractable gear model with a 915is Rotax and constant
speed prop will take about 6 months. You can still enjoy Oshkosh
pricing. $125,000 for a VFR basic panel (EFIS). A 915is version will be $135,000 + your choice of avionics.
Give me a call at 703-307-6775 for AZ Aeroservices.

Captions for Tucano Pictures A. Greg Hobbs checking out the Tucano-Replica nose for the Jabiru 3300A
powered kit to be built. B. N202DN at COPPERSTATE. This is the plane Jack Norris has been doing his
transition training in.

2. Savannah S.

AZ Aeroservices is becoming a dealer for I.C.P NA. At the outset, we will be selling the Savannah S. The
Savannah S can be purchased as an S-LSA for $74,950 with a basic VFR suite and a Rotax 912ULS power-
plant. It exhibits  excellent light sport STOL capabilities. I fly an Aerotrek A240 and the flight characteristics
are very similar, although the very low speed characteristics of the Savannah are even better.  The Savannah is
a mere 16 pounds heavier and boasts a little wider cabin, easier entry (center stick & larger door), superb
visibility forward, above and sides. The baggage area can be reached in flight without having to maneuver
through the steel tubes on the Aerotrek. At $20K less than an Aerotrek, the all aluminum Rotax powered
Savannah is one of the best values for your dollar in the light sport arena.

If you would like pricing on an aircraft (Experimental or Light Sport), give me a call/text at 703-307-6775 or
send an email to azaerosvc@gmail.com.
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F O R  S A L E  P a g e  3

 Savannah S. to left and Tucano below

Marc Halcomb completed his lightening.

                Jack Norris continues work on his Lightening.
                Painting of the Turcano below left.
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F O R  S A L E  P a g e  4

FROM DEE GRIMM

NANCHANG CJ6A • $140,000 • FOR SALE • N620DM, Very nice CJ6A, maintained by A&P
owner; cockpits detailed; TTAF 5030 hrs; TSMOH on Vedeneyev M14P 272 hrs-bottom end
overhauled by M14P; TTS NEW Whirlwind 400C-M14 carbon fiber prop 272 hrs; dual nav-comms
with glide slope, GPS, ADS-B out; current IFR certification; many modifications; based Deer
Valley Airport Phoenix; offer includes set of custom hydraulic jacks, modified trailer to move CJ6,
metric tools, 2 current parachutes, 2 headsets, system and flight checkout included. Contact Dee
Grimm • Owner -  located Phoenix, AZ, United States • Telephone: cell/text 602-312-7307 • 602-
996-1296
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F O R  S A L E  P a g e  5
1955 Cessna 310 Riley Rocket.  IO 540 motors 290 hp.

Here's a video I made of the aircraft.

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=lOGsVa-g3uw&

 https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=LhekFaCjU6k&t=1s

The motors and props have 300 hours and the airframe has 3000 hours.

I would be interested in parting it out, or buying a lightly wrecked plane to put the motors into.

Specifications (1956 model 310) Data from 1956 Observers Book of Aircraft[74]

General characteristics

    Crew: one     Capacity: four passengers

    Length: 27 ft 0 in (8.23 m)      Wingspan: 35 ft 0 in (10.67 m)

    Height: 10 ft 6 in (3.20 m)     Wing area: 175 sq ft (16.3 m2) [75]

    Empty weight: 2,850 lb (1,293 kg)     Gross weight: 4,600 lb (2,087 kg)

Performance

    Maximum speed: 220 mph (350 km/h, 190 kn)     Cruise speed: 205 mph (330 km/h, 178 kn)

    Range: 1,000 mi (1,600 km, 870 nmi)     Service ceiling: 20,000 ft (6,100 m)

    Rate of climb: 1,700 ft/min (8.6 m/s)

Contact Harold Anderson at   haroldmranderson@gmail.com
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T-4 1953 = 4pChwM rg (manual); 135 hp Lycoming O-290; span: 40'0" load: 1050# v: 175/155/45
range: 700. All-wood geodetic construction. [N53389]. Later converted to T-tail with 170 hp O-340.

F O R  S A L E  P a g e  6

I n c o m p l e t e  T h a l m a n  4 ,  W o o d ,  m e t a l ,  f i b e r g l a s s

c o n t a c t  C u r t  C u r t i s  -  e m a i l  = . c u r t c u r t i s @ q . c o m

mailto:=.curtcurtis@q.com
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F O R  S A L E  P a g e  7
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Airport of the Month - marana Regional Airport
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Airport of the Month - marana Regional Airport  Continued
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Airport of the Month - marana Regional Airport  Continued
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Airport of the Month - marana Regional Airport  Continued
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Airport of the Month - marana Regional Airport  Continued
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Airport of the Month - marana Regional Airport  Continued
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Airport of the Month - marana Regional Airport  Continued
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– NOTICE  Notice –

Chris  Rute wi l l  loan his  a irplane scales  for  a
donation to the chapter  as  seen below with Ted’s

Kolb F ireFly.

March 10, 2020 meeting picture.
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WHEN EAA ERS ARE INVOLVED,
anything is possible. Just
ask 87-year-old Leroy "Roy"
Castle of Phoenix, Arizona.
Wheelchair bound and suffering
from prostate cancer
that's spread, he got to fly
in the airplane he started
building in 1978.
Little more than a year
ago Roy thought he'd never
see his Stits Playmate f i n -
wished, let alone fly in it. But
both dreams came true at
Phoenix Deer Valley A i r -
port on August 18, 2001, thanks to
fellow EAA member Richard DeWitt,
who finished building Roy's airplane,
flew off its flight-test time,
and took him f l y i n g in Roy's first
and only homebuilt aircraft.
"I don't know what can surpass
this," Roy told a reporter
from The Arizona Republic
moments after they
landed. "Maybe just to live
a little longer." According
to Richard, Roy's smile of
nearly unsurpassed joy lingered
well beyond that 20-

2020 AirVenture - Start Planning NOW.

AirVenture Opening Page.
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minute flight.
Roy's interest in aviation
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2020 AirVenture - Start Planning NOW continued.



The Static Line      News, Views & Announcements                    Page 25

Leroy Castle Story

WHEN EAA ERS ARE INVOLVED, anything is possible. Just ask 87-year-old Leroy "Roy"
Castle of Phoenix, Arizona.  Wheelchair bound and suffering from prostate cancer that's spread,
he got to fly  in the airplane he started building in 1978. Little more than a year ago Roy
thought he'd never see his Stits Playmate finished, let alone fly in it. But both dreams came true
at Phoenix Deer Valley A i r - port on August 18, 2001, thanks to fellow EAA member Richard
DeWitt, who finished building Roy's airplane, flew off its flight-test time, and took him f lying
in Roy's first and only homebuilt aircraft. "I don't know what can surpass this," Roy told a
reporter from The Arizona Republic moments after they landed. "Maybe just to live a little
longer." According to Richard, Roy's smile of nearly unsurpassed joy lingered well beyond that
20- minute flight.  Roy's interest in aviation was kindled early in life. Born in Youngstown,
Ohio, in 1914, Roy spent a great deal of time during his younger years at the town's Watson
Airport, at which his father was the airport manager and ran an aircraft mechanics and flight
school. Roy loved flying, but he was prevented from taking up flying as a career since every
time he went up, he was afflicted with severe airsickness.
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"When I worked at the airport with Dad, I would do anything to get a ride in an airplane," Roy reminisced in an
interview at the Phoenix  home in which he's lived (or more than 30 years. "There was an outfit called Gate's
Flying Circus that used to barnstorm the whole United States. When they came to our airport, I'd haul gasoline for
the group, help park cars, and he their gofer so I could get a ride at the end of the day. Then when we went up, I'd
get deathly sick. Sometimes I'd be sick for two days after the flight." Though discomforting, Roy's airsickness
didn't dampen his enthusiasm for flying. He continued working at the airport through his teenage years,
building dozens of Waco ribs and learning to spray paint the fabric aircraft. "Everything was cloth in those
days," Roy recalls. "When we painted an aircraft, we laid out the N numbers in full size, not in the tiny letters
you have now." Roy transferred his early aircraft building experience to a job in the steel industry, where he
worked up through World War II. Landing a job at Youngstown's Truscon Steel Company, a subsidiary of
Republic Steel. At first Roy helped manufacture thousands of steel landing planks used during the war, but he
soon transferred into the aircraft department. "I helped build firewall to the back of the cockpits of torpedo
bombers," said Roy. "I also  built ailerons and tail surfaces for these same planes." Following an accident that
prevented him from continuing in the steel industry, Roy, his wife, and their four kids moved to Arizona in 1947. To
make ends meet he started working at a Mobil gas station in Phoenix, which was a much smaller town at the time.
There he ran into a bit of luck. A former supervisor from Truscon Steel was the human resources director at a
Borden milk plant, and he hired Roy on sight. Roy worked there for 29 years, retiring in 1979.
Rekindling his interest in aviation,  Roy joined Phoenix's EAA Chapter 538 in 1971. "I was 57 or 58 years old at
the time," Roy said, noting that he thought his airsickness problem would prevent him from ever being a pilot.

"My idea for joining EAA was that since I got too sick to fly, at least I'd get to be around other airplane people," Roy
said. "Then one of the Chapter members, Dave Smedley, took me flying, and I took a sick sack with me. He took
it real easy, doing straight-and-level flying, and I didn't get sick. Then we went out the next week, and I still didn't
get sick, so I went straight to his office to sign up for flying lessons." Roy said he was fine on "straight and- level"
flying, but when it came time to do the required steep turns about a point and stalls, he started getting sick
again. "After I started to learn to fly, I had 40 hours in but still hadn't soloed because I filled a sick sack every
time!" Finally Roy's instructor sent him to a flight surgeon who helped him remedy the problem, and Roy was
able to finish his instruction in the rented Cessna 150. In the next 20 years, Roy flew a variety of aircraft out of
several Phoenix-area airports that have long since been swallowed up by commercial development. "I used to
meet the Smedley brothers out at the old Turf airport on 19th Avenue," said Roy. "Then when that airport closed,
we flew out of the old Glendale airport on Olive and Grand Avenue, which is where Chapter 538 was meeting has
also since been closed.

"Finding a Playmate Roy started building his Playmate in 1978 after purchasing the partly built project for $2,800
from a gentleman in Jefferson City, Missouri. Ray Stits designed 95 and introduced the two-place lowwing tube-
and-fabric monoplane in the late 1960s. According to a June 1968 EAA Sport Aviation article, the Playmate is "a
fun airplane, stable, easy to fly, and responsive on the controls." With a 27.5 foot wingspan and an overall
length of 18.5 feet, the Playmate can cruise at 110 mph with a 125-hp Lycoming engine. For his Playmate Roy
used the ground power unit engine that came with the project. It was not coincidence that a Playmate was Roy's
first—and last—project. "My daughter, Judy, worked with a fellow who had a Playmate and flew it to
Oshkosh," Roy recalled. "He knew I was interested in flying, so we went for a ride in it, and I got to fly it quite a
bit. I liked the way it flew, so that's when I decided that's what I would build." Roy attended the 1977 EAA
convention at Oshkosh and saw a Playmate from Zion, Illinois, which strengthened his love for the airplane,
and he had a chance to talk to Stits himself. "Ray Stits had quit making plans by that time due to insurance
scares," Roy said. "But when he got home, he sent me a list of everyone who had bought  plans, and I started
writing letters. I finally got a hold of  one started in Virginia and then sold to this guy in Missouri."  When Roy

Leroy Castle Story from Sport Aviation Magazine, December 2001 issue continued.
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Leroy Castle Story from Sport Aviation Magazine, December 2001 issue continued.

purchased the Playmate project, the steel
frame had been tacked together but still needed to
be finish welded. The tail surfaces were generally
finished, except for installing the trim tab. The
project included an instrument panel and
various instruments, the wooden wing spars,
sections of tubing, fiberglass nose bowl, and
fiberglass trim for the canopy. Roy was able to
purchase a few additional items for the
Playmate from Stits' inventory, but  he
fabricated the rest of the aircraft, including the
tricky folding wings. The Playmate's folding
wings are one of  the aircraft's most interesting,
although hard-to-build, features. A locking lever,
held in place by a 3/8- inch pin when the lever
passes over center, holds the wings in place.
With the pin removed and the lever unlocked, the
wings swing back and up, over the horizontal
stabilizer. Like a Kitfox, you don't need to
disconnect the controls to fold the wings. The
entire folding process can take as little as 26
seconds, and the unfolding process can take
as little as 16 seconds, said the EAA Sport Aviation
article. To make the wings fold properly, there is
a lot of geometry to designing the pivoting mechanism. It was all spelled out on Stits' plans, but the blueprints
were hard to read and understand. Still, Roy followed Stits' design to the letter and was able to get the folding
wings to work.
"The most challenging part of  building the airplane was getting it from paper to reality," said Roy. "It was one of
the reasons that the aircraft didn't go over big. Hundreds of people bought the plans, but not that many were
finished." Roy said that trying  to figure out the plans in three dimensions was sometimes nearly impossible.
"There was one steel strut that would fasten to the motor mount," Roy recalled. "You  had to get just the right
slope in three dimensions and then figure out where to put the bushings. It was not easy." Family Support Goes
Far Roy's family didn't necessarily share his love affair with flying, but they still supported his aerial endeavors.

 Roy built the Playmate on the back porch of the family's modest Phoenix home, and his wife, Myrtle, dealt with
stashes of tools, parts, and  half-built pieces of airplane all around the house. And she became involved with his
EAA activities, becoming secretary of Chapter 538, hosting Chapter holiday parties at their home and
volunteering alongside Roy at EAA conventions in Oshkosh. She also tagged along when Roy became active
in the EAA Copperstate Regional Fly-In, an annual event that has been held in Arizona for nearly 30 years.  "Roy
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Leroy Castle Story from Sport Aviation Magazine, December 2001 issue continued.

had already become a fixture at Copperstate when I first started volunteering in 1979," said Bob Hasson,
president of the Arizona Council of EAA Chapters, the organization that hosts the Copperstate Fly-In."Roy and

Myrtle were firmly entrenched in the council's
affairs by the time I became president.  For
years, Roy and I were the first ones on-site
setting up Copperstate and the last ones to leave.
In these last years, I've truly missed having Roy
out there in the last few hours  picking up the little
bits of paper, trying to leave the airport in better
shape than we found it." Roy contributed brains,
brawn, and skill to the Copperstate Fly-In, serving
as council secretary for more than a decade and
assisting in the physical setup of the fly-in site.
And Roy made every plaque presented to
Copperstate award winners, shaping the wood to
match Arizona's border  with a router and hand

hammering the copper plate logos to decorate them. "I told him years ago to stop
hand making those plaques," said  Hasson, who estimated Roy has made approximately 20 plaques each year  for
more than two decades. "Roy is just someone who is always there when something needs to be done."
with his kids' and grand kids' lives. He had been 64 when he purchased the project, and in 1993 tragedy struck. In
1993 Roy suffered a heart attack and underwent triple bypass surgery. Suffering from a blood clot 10 days after
the surgery, Roy started taking blood-thinning medication. When Roy reapplied for his medical certificate
later, this medication caused a problem, even though he was no longer taking it. "I went to two different flight
doctors, and both said that it would cost more than it was worth to fight it," said Roy sadly.
"The main thing that slowed me down on building the airplane was losing my license." Roy just didn't have the
enthusiasm for working on an airplane that he could never fly, and soon, starting to feel his age, he got to the
point where he just couldn't physically get underneath the aircraft anymore. That was where Richard DeWitt came
in. "I had finished an RV-6 about six years before, and I was getting the itch to build something again," said
Richard. "But all of the homebuilt designs I looked at were too expensive. I didn't want to lay out $15,000 to
$20,000 just for an airplane to take out on weekends." Richard is the product of an early introduction to aviation.
In the 1930s his father performed as a barnstorming pilot, his mother sold tickets,
and the family operated an FBO on Chicago's Howell field. Not afflicted by airsickness like Roy, Richard
soloed the family's J-3 Cub when he was 16 and earned his pilot  certificate at 17, in 1957. Attending a small
aviation college  in Lockport, Illinois, Richard didn't finish his degree, opting instead to enlist in the U.S. Army
as a missile radar technician. He continued flying for fun through the 1950s and 1960s hut Inter stopped  flying at his
wile's insistence. He didn't start flying until 1984. Shortly thereafter he joined FAA Chapter 538,  where he
became friends with Roy. About a year ago, partially out of respect to see Roy's aircraft finished and partially
out of desire to continue working on an aircraft, Richard approached Roy with an offer to complete and certificate
the aircraft if he could fly it. Roy enthusiastically agreed. "When I took over construction of the plane, I was
amazed to see that it was just about finished," said Richard. "The structure  was completely covered, all
metalwork was done, and the cowling was fitted. I had to manufacture a few fittings, but other than that, the only
major thing left was to finish fabricating and assembling the windshield."
Although the aircraft was virtually complete, Richard went through the engine and aircraft to ensure both
were sound. And there were a few airworthiness directives (ADs) to comply with, such as putting new solid
venturi tubes in the carburetor instead of the original split tubes and changing the original composite
F
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Leroy Castle Story from Sport Aviation Magazine, December 2001 issue continued.

float to a metal one. Richard noted that even though the aircraft was under construction for more than 20 years
and used a non-certificated engine, the FAA certificated it without a problem. "FAA inspector Mac Childress
had known Roy for years and knew the background of the plane," said Richard. "Roy kept a thorough logbook,
and we had all the paperwork ready when it came time to certify the airplane." Richard worked on the aircraft
for  the next year, making the first flight on June 28, 2001. "He fooled me, and I wasn't even there for the first
flight,"  lamented Roy. " I l e told me he was going to fly on Friday, but he flew it
Thursday instead and then called me Thursday night to let me know." A bit chagrined, Richard said, "I'm hesitant
to make a first flight in front of an audience. I don't like flying in front of a lot of people, so I wanted to do the first
flight by myself, just to make sure." Roy would have to wait almost two months for his first ride in the aircraft he
spent more than 20 years building. Because the Playmate's engine is not certificated, FAA regulations require 40
hours of Phase I solo test flights before it is legal to carry passengers. As soon as Richard had completed the
required flight-test time, they set the date—August 18—for Roy's first flight in Stits Playmate N538LC (538
for his EAA Chapter and LC for Leroy Castle). It was his airplane, the one he'd poured his heart and soul into for
more than two decades, and one he once thought he'd never see fly, much less fly in. "Richard resurrected
the airplane," Roy said. "Even though  it was nearly completed, I just didn't have the heart or strength to finish it. It
just sat for several years." Confined to a wheelchair and breathing oxygen, Roy probably will not get to fly in his
Playmate again. But his single flight, made possible thanks to the help of a fellow EAA member and friend, brings
joy to his  face whenever he thinks of it. From his involvement in the Chapter to all levels of Copperstate, Roy's
impact on EAA in Arizona has been felt for several decades. Chapter 538 has recently changed its name to the
Roy Castle EAA Chapter in his honor, and the Arizona Council of EAA Chapters is working to establish a
monument in his honor at Phoenix Regional Airport, the new home of the Copperstate Fly-In. And thanks to
Richard DeWitt, Roy's Playmate will continue to be a  flying tribute to a beloved EAAer who embodies the spirit
and passion of aviation.
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Leroy Castle Stits Playmate with wings folded.
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Download and Installing Zoom
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Download and Installing Zoom Continued
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April 2, 2020 – EAA reached an important milestone on its mission to spread The Spirit
of Aviation, as more than 75,000 Young Eagles have now taken the next step in their
aviation journeys by enrolling in Sporty's Learn to Fly Course after their EAA Young
Eagles flights.

The online Sporty's course is available free to all of the more than 2.2 million EAA
Young Eagles as a follow-up to their initial introductory flight by volunteer EAA-member
pilots. The course is a comprehensive online ground school, test prep, and flight
training companion that provides all the knowledge and concepts to pass the FAA
private pilot written test, oral exam, and check ride.

"Because many young people have been restricted to online education right now,
we've seen a remarkable increase in enrollment in this Sporty's Learn to Fly Course in
recent weeks," said Brian O'Lena, EAA manager of Young Eagles and Eagle Flights.
"Our thanks to Sporty's Pilot Shop for making this course available at no charge to our
Young Eagles, especially as access to classroom-based instruction is limited at this
time. The course is a marvelous way to remain enthused and engaged in aviation."
The concept to provide Sporty's online courses at no charge for Young Eagles was
developed with input from EAA pilots who had been flying Young Eagles. Those pilots
reported that after their flight, many of the young people wanted to discover more
about aviation but lacked access to reliable and professional resources. The goal to
build the next generation of aviators and boost student pilots starts with a group
already engaged through the Young Eagles program.
"It's essential to make sure that young people have opportunities after their initial
Young Eagles flight, now more than ever," said Michael Wolf, EAA Lifetime 460022,
president and CEO of Sporty's. "The Sporty's Learn to Fly Course has always been a
valuable resource for young people to pursue their aviation dreams, but we are even
more gratified to have this resource available as a pathway to aviation accomplishment
when traditional methods may not be accessible."
This progression from Young Eagles flights to enrollment in Sporty's Learn to Fly
Course perfectly supports EAA's mission to grow participation in aviation by sharing
The Spirit of Aviation, by giving young people more accessible pathways into the air.

From EAA website News
https://www.eaa.org/eaa/news-and-publications/eaa-news-and-aviation-news/news/04-02-2020-
EAA-Sporty's-Open-Doors-to-Aviation-for-More-Than-75000-Young-People
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John Gregg Jr.  EAA Chapter 538 Treasurer  5688 W. Abraham Ln.  Glendale, AZ  85308

November 15, 2019

EAA Leroy Castle Chapter 538
5688 W. Abraham Ln.
Glendale, AZ 85308

Don and Gail Richter
44010 N. 14th St.
New River, AZ  85087-7376

Dear Mr. and Mrs. Richter,

We are very sad to learn of Richard DeWitt’s passing.  There are many members of our Chapter, who
personally knew Richard and gave testimonials of his wisdom, humor and good character.  We also want to
thank you for your generous donation to our Chapter, on Richard’s behalf.

Please don’t hesitate to contact either our President, Carlos Hernandez, pazmany.ch@gmail.com or myself
directly if our Chapter can be of service.

Sincerely,

John Gregg Jr.
Chapter Treasurer

File: DeWitt Donation Thank You Letter (11‐15‐19)


