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Presidents Message: By Grif Leary  

Planes, Trains and Automobiles!! The reference is about our Chapter 

members. At our last Gumbo while visiting with fellow members and 

neighbors I realized how many of our friends will be headed to Oshkosh 

in a few weeks. Looks like there are many different ways of getting 

there but at the end of the day Lake Palestine 972 and AE will be well 

represented. I sure hope everyone has a safe and fun trip no matter 

the method of transportation.  

 

As everyone knows we had to cancel our June YE event, as troubling as 

that is it was a good decision. I'm sure Gayla will be looking to 

schedule another event when the weather starts to cool a bit.  

 

The chapter had another successful Gumbo in June! Thanks, to everyone 

who contributed to the effort either by getting supplies ready, set up 

and preparation, cooking and serving, and then                     

cleaning it all up on a hot afternoon. The real                     

appreciation goes to everyone that contributes                                                      

with their generous donations to the chapter.                                    

We see those results with the young people                                                

we send to camp at Oshkosh. There is a lot                                                               

of satisfaction with helping introduce                                    

young people to GA.  

 

I look forward to seeing y'all at the July                          

meeting on the 13th.  

Bo 

 



 

       Eagle’s Nest  

 

 



 

Hudson got dropped off yesterday at camp! He was super excited to be there! I can’t wait to hear all about it from him! Thanks again for your chapter’s generosity  



 



From the Vice President 

Hello All, 

 



  



 



 



TECH COUNSELOR REPORT 

Engine cooling issues 

Engine cooling seems like a simple concept, stick the engine into the airstream and it should cool. That will work for the most part but there are 
some other things to consider. 

What about drag? When designing a cooling system there are two things we want; 1. excellent cooling especially in the Texas summer, 2. Low 
drag or even a negative drag.  

If my memory serves me right, the P51 designers claim that the cooling system even adds some thrust. The theory is that because the air temp 
on exit is higher than the intake temp and therefore exits at a faster rate than the surrounding air adding some positive effect on performance.  
On a side note: when one calculates the efficiency of a jet engine, the intake and exhaust temp are measured and the higher the delta the 
better the engine will perform. Of course there are more factors that play a role but without a Delta Temp there will be no thrust. At the same 
time our conventional reciprocating engine produces lots of heat which needs to be extracted by our cooling system, and the more heat we ex-
tract from the engine the better it is, resulting in a cooler running engine. 

If we look at the old designs of the cooling air intake, see the size of the intake on a Piper Comanche. That will cause some drag  

 

Now compare that to a LoPresti cowling on the same aircraft and how the opening is probably a quarter size compared to the original size 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The next part of the cooling design is the exit air. The designers also like to keep the air pressure between the top and the bottom of the engine 
as low as possible (Delta Pressure). I am not sure that this should be a primary design objective. Without a Delta Pressure there is no airflow 
from  

the top to the bottom and we want high levels of air flow. Not only will increased pressure increase the flow of air over the engine, higher pres-
sure will cool better (there are more air molecules to absorb heat).  Therefore, a small opening (in the case of LoPresti) creates less drag and 
increases pressure above the engine, resulting in more flow, and better cooling. 

Now if we can introduce the exit air back into the airstream at the right speed, then we have the best cooling at the lowest drag. Hence the size 
of the exit opening is important, some high-performance airplanes manage this with adjustable cowl flaps. 

  

 

 

 

On the LoPresti cowing they also use a Plenum, which has a much tighter air seal than a regular baffling and cowling design.  

 

Save Flying 

Lucas Wagenaar A&P IA 



 

 

 

We have a Chapter Website: The URL is:   

https://chapters.eaa.org/eaa972 

We are working on updating and modifying the website to meet our chapter 

needs and persona.  We need to add pictures of members projects, and projects 

they are working on, building and or flying as well as the aircraft we fly.  The 

EAA makes this available to all EAA chapters and each chapter can then modify 

to make it what they need. We can use this to help announce YE flights, runway 

Gumbo, Poker run, Events and past news letters. By the way, if you have any old 

information, newsletters, ETC involving the chapter please get it to me and I can 

add to website so all can see out past chapter happenings.   

MEAL will be ???    

 

 

 

  

THURSDAY, JULY  13th  AT 5:30 

2023 UP COMING EVENTS  
Here is a Calendar so far. 

July 13th, Meeting , at Robertsons Hanger (24576 Chandelle Lane) 
at 5:30 pm.  

July 13th, Thursday, at 5:30 pm Meeting  

July 24th thru 29th Oshkosh EAA fly-inn 

August – 2023 – Meeting  

Sept – 2023 – Meeting – Runway Gumbo – Tentative YE Rally 

October 2023 – Reklaw 

November - 2023 – Meeting – Tentative YE Rally 

December – 2023 – Christmas again 

 

There will be opportunity Eagle Flights 

 

https://chapters.eaa.org/eaa972

