
 

               The Walston Aviator 
               

EAA Chapter 864, East Alton, IL - KALN  March 2025 

 
  

 
 

 
     
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

President: 
Rick Farrow  
 
Vice President: 
Nicholas Hobbs  
 
Treasurer: 
Rick Huebner  
 
Secretary: 
Lou Dieu  
 
Directors: 
Mark Heckler & Bill Orrill 
 
Young Eagles Coordinators: 
Bill Orrill & Jan McKee 
 
Newsletter:  
Nicholas & Julie Hobbs 
 
Non Member Email: 
eaa864info@gmail.com 
 
 
 

 
Next Meeting 
ALN Admin Building 
 

 
When 
Thursday, March 13th 
at 7:00pm 

Calendar of Events 
 
March 
13 EAA Chapter 864 
 Meeting at 7:00pm 
 
April 
10 EAA Chapter 864 
 Meeting at 7:00pm 
 
May 
8      EAA Chapter 864 
          Meeting at 7:00pm 
 
EAA events 
www.eaa.org/eaa/events 
 
Fun Places to Fly 
www.funplacestofly.com 
 
ALN Hangar Page on 
Facebook 
https://bit.ly/aln-tenants 

Newsletter Contributions and Deadlines 
• Anyone wishing to submit items to the newsletter should send them to 

your friendly editor by the Friday before the scheduled meeting. Please 
send contributions to Nicholas at eaa864info@gmail.com. 

 

Next Chapter Meeting 
• Our next meeting will be on Thursday, March 13th, at 7:00pm.  
• Our speaker for March is Mr. Bill Weder. Bill was the first pilot trained at 

Shafer/Metro East Airport, outside of Troy, IL. Bill was an instructor, a 
corporate pilot, and also flew charter. His topic for our meeting will be 
engine failure and forced landings.   

• Membership forms will be available at the meeting to renew your local 
chapter membership.      

• This newsletter serves as the 5-day written notice for a voting 
meeting.  

 

 Meeting Agenda 

• Call to Order/Pledge of Allegiance  

• Quorum Established  

• Approval of Minutes 

• Old Business 

• New Business  

• Officer Reports  

• Committee & Other Reports 

• Speaker/Program 

• Adjourn 
 

EAA Chapter 864 Meeting Minutes – February 13th, 2025 
President Rick Farrow called the meeting to order at 7:00pm 
• There were 22 members and 1 guest in attendance. 
• The meeting was held at Piston Aviation instead of the Airport 

Administration building due to ongoing maintenance work. 
• Minutes from the last meeting were approved by members. 

 
Program 
• Vice President Nicholas Hobbs began the meeting by presenting the 

EAA board’s planned events for the year: 
o Hosting an AOPA Rusty Pilot program with Piston in late 

fall/early winter. 
o Hosting two fly-in breakfasts. Our first one will be on Saturday, 

May 17th. The second one will be in late fall.  
o We are still trying to get in touch with National about hosting the 

Ford Tri Motor.  
o Hosting a Young Eagle event at ALN on National Young Eagle 

day, Saturday, June 7th. 

https://www.eaa.org/eaa/events
http://www.funplacestofly.com/
https://bit.ly/aln-tenants
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• Membership dues were discussed. Our bylaws spell out that membership dues must be paid by 
April 1st to maintain good standing and receive our monthly newsletter. Non-members will still 
receive important event notifications and news about the chapter.  
  

Guest Speakers 

• President Rick Farrow presented a 20-year-old newspaper he found in his basement that advertised 
the St. Louis Regional Airport open house and fly-in. He also presented old aviation magazines and 
navigation charts (sectionals). He highlighted the changes in aviation and how it has evolved in the 
past 50 years, especially with how we navigate; from paper maps (sectionals) and “seat of pants” 
flying, to plotting a course with flight applications on electronic devices. 
 

• Nels Ostrom presented an idea for pilots wanting to sharpen instrument flying skill (IFR), or 
for anyone interested in getting an instrument rating. Nels is going to send more details in 
our chapter email, more to come. 

 
Treasurer’s Report 
• Our chapter’s treasurer’s report was reported and will continue to be reported at the monthly 

meetings. 
 

Old Business 
• Randy McKee reported the progress of our very own Ray Scholar recipient, Kyra Gallagher, as she 

prepares for private pilot finals.  
• A membership renewal form reminder was discussed. If you have not filled out a membership 

renewal form, please see Rick Huebner or Nicholas Hobbs. We are trying to update our chapter’s 
database that has not been updated in a few years. 
 

New Business 
• Jan McKee reported on our Young Eagles program and how we are moving to incorporate a new 

online system, specifically for Young Eagles. We are also considering hosting an event in June for 
National Young Eagles Day. There will be more to come on this topic. 

• Steve Selby reported our 501C3 status and documentation is available to our members. 
• Randy McKee reported on bootcamp training available to members, provided through the EAA 

International. 
• Steve Selby tried his hand at the simulator (picture below), donated to Piston for the EAA to use. 

Let’s just say that we all hope Steve flies better in the airplane then he does on the simulator!  
 

News 
• An idea was brought up to have an airport BBQ this summer that would include all airport tenants. 

Our airport directors reported that there are 119 tenants. There will be more to come on this topic. 
• The possibility of self-serve fuel coming to ALN was discussed. Stay tuned for more information as it 

becomes available.  
 

Pictures From the Meeting 
• Left: President Rick Farrow giving a presentation on using paper chart for cross country.  
• Right: Members attending the meeting at Piston. 
• Bottom: Steve Sleby trying his hand at the simulator. 
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Meeting adjourned at 8:15pm 
Minutes taken and reported by Secretary Lou Dieu   

 
Announcements 

• The next ALN board meeting will be held on March 20th, at 4:30pm. The meeting will be at the 
airport administration building and all are welcome to attend.  

• Fuel prices: West Star $6.13, 3LF $4.75, SET $5.79, VLA $4.50 (subject to change).  
• EAA 864 will have a business board meeting on Saturday, April 5th, at 9:00am. The meeting will be 

at Piston Aviation. All members are welcome and encouraged to attend. 
• AirVenture Chapter Camping - Some members have expressed an interest in doing chapter camping 

at Oshkosh again! We can reserve up to six sites. In order to camp, you must be an EAA national 
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and chapter member. The cost is $351 per site, allowing you to camp for 2 weeks and have a 
reserved spot to camp (no utilities included). This is payable ASAP and reservations need to be 
made soon. If interested, contact Jan McKee. 

• Please watch your email for a spring cleaning of our chapter hangar.  
• New for 2025, we are passing around a clipboard for members and guests to sign in at meetings. 

Please sign in, this will help us keep track of a voting quorum. 
 
Important Notes 

• Here is the link to our chapter’s online resources: https://bit.ly/eaachapter864.  
• Please be sure to write your information on the clipboard (located on the table) when checking out 

our chapter tools and equipment. 
   
Other News at ALN 

From the Tower – Joe Case 

• I keep sounding like a broken record, but once again, traffic count was higher for February than the 
last 15 years at 3,122 operations. This is in spite of the bitter cold and snow we had during the 
middle of the month. Thank you for your continued flying and airport operations.   

• The new tower has not been cut by DOGE just yet. The FAA came by and surveyed the equipment 
for transfer to the new tower when complete.   

 
ALN Director – Danny Adams 

• After 33 years of exhausting service to the St. Louis Regional Airport, we are officially retiring our 
1992 Ford F-350. In that time, countless jobs were completed with this truck, while being kept in tip-
top running condition. However, as our needs have changed to hauling larger equipment and 
supplies, so have our needs for more capable trucks.  Keep an eye out for the new airport 
maintenance trucks driving around the property, as we accepted delivery of two new Ford trucks in 
late February. 

 
Piasa Flying Club – John Hentrich 
• No report this month. 

 
Piston Aviation – ALN  
• Piston will be hosting a St. Patrick’s Day Open House on March 22nd, 10:00am – 6:00pm. They will 

have discounted introduction flights, treats and drinks, and CFIs to answer any questions. Four 
airplanes will be on display: Piper Cherokee, Tomark Viper, Diamond DA20, and a Bristell. Stop on 
by and say “HI!” 

 
AeroEducate – Randy McKee 
• No report this month.  

 
Ray Scholarship – Randy McKee 
• Congratulations to Kyra Gallagher on completing her DPE check ride on Saturday, March 8th, and 

becoming a Private Pilot (see picture below).  We are so proud of you!!! 
• We have been approved for a 2025 Ray Scholarship; more details will follow. If you know of anyone 

interested in the scholarship, please let the scholarship committee know.  
 

Chapter 864 Scholarship – Jan McKee 
• No report this month.   

 
Young Eagles – Jan McKee 
• No report this month. 

 

https://bit.ly/eaachapter864
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 March Birthdays 

• Dale Rust – 3/15 

• Jan McKee – 3/26 
 
Happy Birthday! 
If you are not listed, please contact Nicholas Hobbs to fill out a membership form.  

 
 
EAA Questions of the Month 

 
Question: Pyrotechnic Signaling Devices (e.g., flares, flare guns) are often carried on general aviation 
aircraft to be used in emergencies. However, these can also pose a hazard when the aircraft is in flight. Does 
the FAA provide guidance regarding precautions to be taken to reduce the safety risks? 
 
Answer: Yes. According to AC 91.58A, Use of Pyrotechnic Visual Distress Signaling Devices in Aviation, 
paragraph 7, “HANDLING AND STORAGE. a. If young children are carried on board your aircraft, careful 
stowage of visual distress signals becomes especially important. Projected devices, such as pistol-launched 
and hand-held parachute flares and meteors, have many of the characteristics of a firearm and should be 
handled with the same caution.  
 
b. Pyrotechnic devices should be stored in a cool, dry location and be readily accessible in case of an 
emergency. Care should be taken to prevent puncturing or damaging of the device's covering. It is 
recommended that pyrotechnic devices be stored in a watertight container and prominently marked 
"DISTRESS SIGNALS."  
 
c. U.S. Coast Guard approved pyrotechnic devices carry a service life expiration date. Currently, this date 
may not exceed 42 months from the date of manufacture. The U.S. Coast Guard indicates that it is 
acceptable to keep recently expired signals as extra equipment, although they gradually lose their 
effectiveness with age. 
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Question: You typically fly a Cirrus 22, and bring your iPad which you use as an electronic flight bag, 
replacing the paper charts and plates one would normally need for flight, and which you also use for flight 
planning and navigation. Today you’re flying a Cessna 177, which you haven’t flown before. Are you required 
to take any steps or precautions before using your iPad in this aircraft? 
 
Answer: According to AC 91-78A, Use of Electronic Flight Bags, “The use of any PED in an aircraft is 
subject to compliance with PED regulations (§ 91.21) and must be evaluated by the user or operator prior to 
use to ensure the PED will not interfere in any way with the operation of aircraft.”  
FAR 91.21 requires that for an IFR flight, the “pilot in command or other operator of the aircraft” determine 
that the device “will not cause interference with the navigation or communication system of the aircraft on 
which it is to be used.” In addition, AC 20-173, Installation of Electronic Flight Bag Components, provides 
complete details for installation of EFB components. 
 

Kyra Gallagher pictured with her newly acquired private pilot certificate. 
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Local Events: 
 
 

 



 

               The Walston Aviator 
               

EAA Chapter 864, East Alton, IL - KALN  March 2025 

  

 
 



 

               The Walston Aviator 
               

EAA Chapter 864, East Alton, IL - KALN  March 2025 

 
  

 

 
 



 

               The Walston Aviator 
               

EAA Chapter 864, East Alton, IL - KALN  March 2025 

 
  

History of Civic Memorial Airport (Better Known Now as St. Louis Regional Airport – ALN) 
• Let’s take a look back with some old newspaper clippings from the area newspapers. The article 

below is from Saturday, October 20, 1945.  
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Did You Know?  
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Old Magazine Clippings/Ads, Courtesy of EAA Vintage Aircraft Association 
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