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Pittsburgh-Butler Region Experimental Aircraft Association - Chapter 857

EAA 857 NEWSLETTER

What Might Have Been

Sentimental Journey has been canceled for 2020; a popular gathering for the members of EAA 857.

So, looking back several years, here is an image of the iconic Piper J-3 Cub playing on its home turf.
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Presidents Message

EAA 857 Members,

The disruptions due to Covid-19 continue. New positive cases are encountered

daily even as the state government considers how and when to relax the limitations

placed on our work and social activities. This has lead us to once again cancel our *
April 21 chapter meeting, due to state mandates. We shall have to see what transpires in
the weeks ahead regarding the May meeting. In the meantime, please follow all the

recommended guidelines for remaining safe and healthy at this time.

We did have a program presentation by the National Weather Service scheduled for our April meeting however
this has been tentatively rescheduled for August. Also, the April weekend camporee for 70-100 Boy Scouts that would
have been held this weekend, had been rescheduled for May but has now been cancelled. Other disruptions to our
calendar have included cancellations of Sun ’n Fun and Sentimental Journey, and unfortunately the EAA Air Academy

camps for 2020. Our camp candidate will have the option to attend next year if he so chooses.

The EAA has made no announcement yet as to the status of the June 13th, International Young Eagles Day,
although they did submit additional guidelines for Young Eagle Rallies regarding health precautions. We will need to
see what the state of Pennsylvania determines is necessary regarding social gatherings as we move through May into
June. It will depend on the states position and our Board of Directors, pilot, and ground volunteers comfort level as to

whether the event takes place.

I understand and you may have seen messaging from Oshkosh that AirVenture is still in active planning and

preparation for July 20-26, with the next decision date during May on whether to continue forward.
Please remember that chapter dues, $25 per person, were due and payable on January 1, 2020. You must be a
National EAA member to maintain your chapter membership. We renewed our charter in December with the national

organization, and your dues in part pay for that charter and our yearly insurance.

Remember, our next meeting is tentatively Tuesday 5/19/2020 at the normal time, 7pm, and place. We will let

you know if there is a change to that scheduled meeting.
Please everyone take care of yourselves and your families!

Ted Merklin,
President, EAA Chapter 857
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Minutes of March 17, 2020 Meeting

The scheduled monthly meeting for March 2020 was cancelled due to the Covid-19
Pandemic situation in Pennsylvania. There was no group activity constituting a quorum of
members for which meeting minutes were taken.

Checkers

By Bob Santolla

I know that we’ve been cooped up for weeks with this crazy Covid-19 virus and
cannot wait for some normalcy back into our lives and I hope that you are all well and
made good use of your time in social isolation.

For those members that are building or working on your airplane you should
have been able to make great progress with this time in your shops with no disruptions.
Those not building perhaps you thought about adding a rating to your ticket and spent
this time hitting the books preparing for the written test, or brushing up on FAR’s and the
2020 AIM manual.

I was disappointed as many of you when I heard the news that Sun N Fun 2020
was canceled along with the cancelation of the Sentimental Journey 2020. Let us keep
our fingers crossed that AirVenture 2020 is still on!

My article this month is about checkerboards, not the game, but trying to paint them on my Pitts Special as an
added detail which I found out to be more complex than a game of checkers with a pro.

I literally spent weeks trying to figure out how the paint scheme should look. The detail of adding a
checkerboard pattern became a problem of how does one layout the pattern and masking for paint. My first design was
just a plain checkerboard pattern with equal size blocks for the checkers. Then I thought why not have the checkerboard
design waving like a checker flag. Boy did that get complex in a hurry! In hindsight I forgot the K.I.S.S. principle.

Here are pictures of my thoughts for masking out the wing to paint the checkerboard pattern in stages. Once the
wing was painted and trimmed in black, I cut 4 inch cardboard squares to use as a paint mask pattern. The masking and
painting would require a certain sequence to accomplish successfully. I found out very early that there needed to be a
better way to accomplish this job. So I decided on plan “B”.

Plan “B” was calling a few sign shops around town and explaining what I was trying to achieve. I was on the

right track when I sat down with one of the sign company employees and he used his computer to show me different
waving checkerboard designs.
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I choose what I thought was the best looking design that matched my ideas and gave him the dimensions which
he then produced the correct size vinyl films. The material they used is 3M product film about 3 mils thick which is
laser cut then applied to a mask which is then transferred to the airplane surface.

I let them apply the first checkerboard film on the elevator. They explained the procedure to me and I did the
rest myself. Basically you position the vinyl mask where you want it, then tape it in place, with masking tape, pull off
the protective paper backing, and using a plastic squeegee, with felt edge to smooth down the transfer. Some bubbles
would form under the film but were easily squeezed out.

These are some pictures of the simple tools needed and the application of the vinyl film. The vinyl 3M product
is very durable and does not fade in the sun and is unaffected by fuel and oils.

ERRRIIN
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As you can see, my problem of masking and painting was easily solved with the simple use of vinyl film and
some extra hours in the shop. We learn from our mistakes and how to do something better and easier by thinking out
the problem and talking with other builders.

I hope this will be of value to those that are thinking really “cool” paint jobs and remember the K.I.S.S.
principle. Get to work and keep on building!
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The New EAA Chapter 857 Website

On March 31, 2020 the website we have been used to seeing for some years expired as the agreement between

the EAA and the service provider expired. The new chapter website programming structure sponsored by the EAA is
now provided by Sitecore, who also provides the programming for the national EAA webpages.

The figure below is the home page of our EAA 857 site. Its URL is https://chapters.eaa.org/eaa857. Note that
any saved link you have to the old site’s homepage URL will redirect to the new home page. I will go over several of
the pages within the site here but please go visit and explore our new website for your selves. I welcome any feedback
you may have.
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Chapter 857 H .
Grestings

Aboul Us

Pittsburgh-Butler Region EAA Chapter 857 Welcomes You To Our Website
Contact Us
ERAI Ay Wi are a group of aviation enthusiasts, arcraft builders, and pilots who gel logether with like minded pecple o share ideas, exchange information,
encourage sefely, serve the loczl aviation community and heve a ot of fun deing so. This chapter enjoys teking part in many aviation related
Chepter Calandar activities, whether it's a Fly-In Breakfasl, Young Eagle Flights. conlinuing aircraft projects, or improving lhe airport, Chapter 857 is rarely quiel.

R Check the site page selections at the |eft, and please do read our newsletters! Also, chackaut the "Links” page for other aviation ralated sites
ly-In Breakfasls

Whethar you fly, build, restore or simply enjoy airplanes and aviation, you are welcome lo atiand our avenls and jain cur Chapter. Se, go abead and

Young Eagles

cxplore what EAA 85T nas to cffer you. Please come to cur next meeting or event as our guest
Eagle Flights

Pittsburgh-Butler Region EAA Chapter 857 is located at the Pittsburgh-Butler Regional Airport, K. \W. Scholter Field, KBTP in Nixon, PA.
Nawslattars

Technical Counselors

wo cub
it
e
Ford Tri-Maotor
57 Ficke Phatos
viton Links
The tabbed links on the left go to e e
multiple subject matter pages that — Nevtgs Evey 34 sty TP
describe aspects of our organization such Craercoeae WTW R A i, By, Con R
as the Young Eagles program, our fly-in —— e
breakfasts and our newsletter archive for i -
example. The “About Us” tab gives a ——
synopsis of our chapter with some contact el s
information to the President. The e
“Contact Us” tab provides a means to ror e
send the chapter an email by the reader. S "
i
st i : ms
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There is a new feature presenting a “Chapter Calendar” as seen in the image at the top of the following page.
This is derived from a Google Calendar of events for the chapter which is linked into our website.

Chapeer 357 | Chapter Cakendar

Chapter Calendar

In the image at left you can see that
there are event items that are color coded

Avoutus EAA B8T Everis by type, such as the Chapter Meetings in
Today BEM BN Frigay, Apeil 17 ~ FPrnl Wask Merth Agenda = . . R

Contet s Tovdny, Ao 21 red, IMC meetings in purple, specialty
Event Carandar TADpM  Chuptar Mosling . . . .
e ca e A items in green. In this image, the
SA— T s International Young Eagle dated item was
Youna Exgien e e Coen 0o clicked on to expand the information to
Engl Flights When Sal, June 13 1Cam - 2pen .

worin Wi P 3 Rera A, oo 3Gy M 45 Al 8, B, show details for the event. You can see
e Doseription  Young Eagles Fights for youtn 817 : :
e — * This Young Egk Event shokd o the arms oljacar ko o Community Hongars ar High Fight that there Is even a hnk to a Google Map
IMC Club . :Vbu;xf:é;;u:}:;i::;‘::l;::l%n'Wa:n to 2o, sk pomitig for the KBTP Site.
Members Alrcraft moro deoles ongy to an exunek
Members Projcts il This presentation is the Agenda
o e format as a default, however the user can
e e i T oo select to view the calendar in a weekly or
Aviation Links

monthly presentation by the selection tabs
at the upper right. Also, the down arrow

The “Young Eagles” page
describes the program and towards the
bottom of the page provides a contact
point for the Young Eagles Co-ordinator.
If we implement online registration for
our YE events, then this page would
automatically provide a link to that
process.

Similar pages are provided for the “Eagle
Flights”, “Technical Counselors”, and
“IMC Club” selections with contact
information for those chapter lead
personnel.

EAA CHAPTER 857

About Us

ContactUs

Event Calendar

Chaptes Calondar

Fly-in Broakfasts

allows the user to filter what event type is
presented in the view.

Founded in 1992, the Young Eaglzs program is dedicated to gving youl ages 8-17, an ogportunity 1o go flying in a
general aviation airplane These flijhts are offered free of chargs and are made possible through the generosity of CAA
memoer volunizers.

It's the only program of its kind, with the sole mission ta introduce and inspire kids in te world cf aviation
Today, the Young Eagles program has flown over 2 millon kids.

For more information from EAA hezdquarters about the Young Ezgles program. visit www.vounceagles.org

Young Eagles Flights with EAA 857

The EAA Young Eagles program was launcted in 1992 to give interested young people. like you, an opporunty 10 go flyng in a general aviation aplane. These
fights are offered free of charge nd are made possibia through the continuing generosiy of EAA member volunteers. The'e is no cost or obligaton, before or after
the ight. Parucipation s easy. SImply view our Event: tab at left to Snd the next Young Eagle flight event. Than come to the Prisbugh-Butier Reglonal Arport in
Nixon PA that day al the approxiate Sme and arrange for your fight. Amy Young Eagle is eligitie for a free fight  you are at least eight years old hrough
seventeen

You will néed 1o fill out a registration fom--available at the svent--completed and signed by a parent / guardian before your flight, This form also

enrolls you in the Young Eagles Nationa Log Bool, and provides you with a commemorative certificste after your flight

Email us #t contact@eaalS? org for more nformation regarding this program.
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There are several alternative
presentation styles currently used for
photo pages. At the left is the “carousel”
style I used for “Members Aircraft”.
Selecting a thumbnail in the bottom row,
displays the larger image above.

There is a multipage grid style
presentation in the current layout that
shows images for various “Member
Projects”. Click on an image to see an
enlarged view.

This presentation format was also
used for the photos in the “Ford Tri-
Motor” tab. Check it out! There is even a
link to a You Tube movie of the Tri-
Motor from our 2015 event!

EAA CHAPTER 857

Httsburgh-Euiler Rzgion Exerm

Chaplor B | Member Frojects
Member Prcjects
Ao These ire a collection of images of 2 varety of aircraft zurrantly under constraction o1 resiocation by members of EAR 387,
Conlect Vs Thiis yallery Lugiis with a Vans RV12 o3 an caarspie of tireted steet slurrinum sseerbly.
Evert Calendar Page ? i a Cary Mark IV af th gate and fnam dosign
Chapter Calerdar Fage 3 shows a Pipar ofa steel fabric covesing.
Fipds Rreabtacts Fage 4 depcte 3 cimilar tubs frams covetruction of a Pte Riplane, slea in reesaradion
Young Eaghs Fage 5 returns 102 sheet metal assemdly of a Zenith 7¢1 STOL anatear bullt airsrafl.
g Fugnn
Newnletters
Tachnical Counmnlers
e Ciub
MamDers Arcat
Munbere Projoce.
Ford Ti-Moes
T A aubasasembly helc togathor va Cloaca Arcteted vow
ks tioe A stussembly het! Dgeher iz Cloos Arcted vew
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A third photo presentation format
that is available to use is to link to a
Flickr page of photos such as at the left.
When you hover over the photo, a left or
right hand arrow appears on the
respective margins of the image. Click on
that arrow to navigate through the list of
photos contained on the linked Flickr web
site.

Cragise P | Newdetiors

The page shown at the right is the
“Newsletters” archive for 2019 and 2020

Al s

Gortact Us

Event Caberniar

Chapar Calermar

with links to each months newsletter in :':
PDF format. This is updated with each -

new newsletter as it is published.

Techrical Soursetors
MG Sl

Mersters Avoraf
Mentery Propsts
Ford Tt

43T Fickr Protos

Anlethos Lrks

Chacter 85" | Avlation Lincs

Abcut Us

Lontac Us

Event Calenaar

Chagte Caterdar

Fryn Broshlasts

Yourg Cagles

Coge Nights

Howslanors

Technical Counestor

MCChs

Monhas Lircraft

Menbes Projscts

Ford Tr-Motor

457 Flicks Phetos

Avigtion Links

R icn e

B s

EAA Shauke 857 pasdistes ¢ mondily newsheiter fur v members. These are likad Letow o your efarence Lo les s rore abvel oo Jdapler,

Zagunt
Saptember
enter

Noverbe

Please check out these liaks to other aviation related content:
Eittshurgh-Builer Regional Airport, KBRTP
EAA Young Eaqles

EAA Srort Pilot

Condor Auro Club

AQPA

FAA

Allegheny FSDO

Air Nav

Seorty’s

ADDS

The final page in the current layout
is a set of pertinent links to URLs for sites
of interest to our chapter members. Click
on one such as the KBTP site link at the
top of the list to go to the site you wish to
visit.

EAA CHAPTER 857
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Chapter 857 Members
See your chapter’s Website at:

http://eaa857 .org
Take a look today!
Newly Updated with This Newsletter!

Prior Issues for 2019 and 2020 will appear in our newsletter archive.
Please submit your project updates, photos, articles, thoughts, technical tips
to contact@eaa857.org
ALSO, Monitor our Facebook Group Page:

Search for “EAA Chapter 857”
or Friend “Theodore Merklin” and I will add you.

EAA 857 Chapter Officers for 2020

Use contact@eaa857.org to email the Chapter President.
Your request will be forwarded to the appropriate individual.

President

Ted Merklin

Vice President

Phil Kriley

Treasurer Frank Szczerba
Secretary Rick Schubert
Newsletter / Web Page Ted Merklin, Ed.
Young Eagles Phil Kriley
Technical Advisors Chuck Potts Bob Santolla

Board Members

Dan Hood 2020-2022
Bob Santolla  2020-2021
Gary Marsico 2020

EAA CHAPTER 857
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EAA 857 - Chapter Meetings and Events for 2020

Meetings are held on the third Tuesday of the month at 7:00 PM
in the Conference Room at the Pittsburgh-Butler Regional Airport.

Chapter Meetings Tuesdays January 21
February 18
March 17 [CANCELLED]
April 21 [CANCELLED)]
May 19
June 16
July 21
August 18
September 15
October 20
November 17

EAA 857 Chili Cook Off - Sunday, February 9

International Young Eagles Day -  Saturday, June 13

EAA 857 Fly-In and YE - Sunday, August 9

EAA 857 Fly-In and YE - Saturday, September 13

2020 National Events

Sun ’n Fun - May 5 - 10 [CANCELLED]
Sentimental Journey - June 16 - 20
AirVenture Oshkosh 2020 - July 20 - 26
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