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PILOT

Captain Sully Sullenberger on how  both engines. Sullenberger, the
landing a plane on the Hudson River  plane'scaptain, says that in 42

tested a lifetime of dedication to
teamwork and training — and gave
him a powerful voice for good.

years (roughly 20,000 hours) of
flying with the U.S. Air Force and
as a commercial pilot, he’d never
lost one engine — much less two.

BY SARAH ELBERT | PHOTOS BY JEFF LIPSKY “Tknew immediately, in the

early 10 years after the fact, Sully
Sullenberger can now admit that
he and his US Airways crew were more
than “just doing their jobs” on Jan. 15,
2009. Their accomplishment was, in fact,
remarkable and would soon be called the
“Miracle on the Hudson.”

That day, shortly after taking off from
New York City’s LaGuardia Airport and
on its way to Charlotte, N.C., Flight 1549
flew into a flock of Canada geese and lost

first few seconds, how big a deal

this was going to be,” he says. “I

knew that this was going to be
one of those events that divides one's life
into before and after — and that was going
to be true for everyone on that airplane.”

After processing the situation, his

voice calm and determined, Sullenberger
told the air traffic controller that
their plane couldn’t make it back to
LaGuardia. They couldn’t make it to any
runway. Less than four minutes after
taking off, they were bracing for impact
on the Hudson River. p-
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Despite never having practiced
a water landing — it simply wasn’t
possible with existing flight
simulators — Sullenberger says he
“was confident that I could take what
I did know, adapt it and applyitina
new way to solve this novel event that
we never anticipated or trained for.
[ didn't think I was going to die that
day, but it was going to requite every
bit of knowledge, skill, experience
and judgment I had attained over
half a century to be able to do that.”

And, as most Americans know,
Sullenberger and his crew —
including First Officer Jeff Skiles
— did land that plane on the water,
without any casualties. And thanks to
the rescue efforts of the ferries from
NY Waterway, all 155 people on board
made it back to land safely.

“At the beginning, I was intent
on saying that we were doing our
jobs, we were filling our professional
responsibilities,”Sullenberger
says. “And all that was true. But I
think in retrospect, I've gained a
full appreciation of how much we
accomplished that day, and thatin
some ways we were selling ourselves
short by characterizing it as ‘just
doing our jobs.”

“So, yeah, I do celebrate it now. I'will
say that had even one person perished,

I couldn't have celebrated any of this,”
he says. “We were fortunate.”

And that story of survival, which
played out against a backdrop of
Manhattan’s skyscrapers and in
the midst of a painful economic
recession, riveted a nation. For many,
Sullenberger, whose full name is
Chesley Burnett Sullenberger 111,
still represents a triumph of will
over circumstances — even if he
isn’t quite as recognizable these days
without his signature moustache.

In the years since 2009,
Sullenberger has retired from
commercial flying but is far from
retired. He’s written two books: Sully:
The Untold Story Behind the Miracle
on the Hudson, which was made into
a movie starring Tom Hanks, and
Making a Difference: Stories of Vision
and Courage from America's Leaders.
He’s a safety expert and speaker,
and he currently serves on the U.S.
Department of Transportation’s
Advisory Cominittee on Automation
in Transportation. And he’s very
much looking forward to the 10th
anniversary of that fateful landing
in early 2019 and reuniting with the

“That's my new
mission: To use this
bully pulpitfor,good.”
=Sully Sullenberger

Above: Tom Hanks and Captain
Sullenberger attend a screening of
Sully in London in 2016. Below left:
Passengers wait to be rescued from
the sinking US Airways jetliner.

US Airways crew and passengers at
the Carolinas Aviation Museum in
Charlotte, N.C., where the plane is
displayed.

Sullenberger’s also active in
Northern California, where the Texas
native has lived for decades. He'’s the
father of two accomplished daughters
in graduate school and is an active
philanthropist. He also still flies
private planes. Because when you
know at age S that you were born to
do something, you can’t just let it go.
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