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               Presidents Column 
 

April 790 Chapter Meeting 
hǳǊ ƳƻƴǘƘƭȅ ƳŜŜǝƴƎ ƛǎ ¢ǳŜǎŘŀȅ ƴƛƎƘǘΣ !ǇǊƛƭ нуΣ ǘƘŜ 
ŘƻƻǊǎ ǿƛƭƭ ƻǇŜƴ ŦƻǊ ǘƘƛǎ ƳŜŜǝƴƎ ŀǘ сΥмрΦ ¢ƘŜ ƳŜŜǝƴƎ 
ǿƛƭƭ ǎǘŀǊǘ ŀǘ тΥллΦ hǳǊ ƴŜǿ ƳŜŜǝƴƎ ŦƻǊƳŀǘ ǿŀǎ ŀ Ƙƛǘ 
ƭŀǎǘ ƳƻƴǘƘΣ ǎƻ Ǉƭŀƴ ǘƻ ŦŜŜƭ ŦǊŜŜ ǘƻ ƭŜŀǾŜ ƛŦ ȅƻǳ ƘŀǾŜ 
ŀƴ ŜŀǊƭȅ ƳƻǊƴƛƴƎ ŀƊŜǊ уΥмр ƻǊ ƘŀƴƎ ŀǊƻǳƴŘ ŀƴŘ ǘŀƭƪ 
ŀǾƛŀǝƻƴΦ ¢ƘŜǊŜ ǿƛƭƭ ŀƭǎƻ ōŜ ŀ ƎǊƻǳǇ ƎƻƛƴƎ ƻǾŜǊ ǘƻ 
bƛŎƪϥǎ ŀƊŜǊ ǘƘŜ ƳŜŜǝƴƎΦ ¸ƻǳ ǊŜŀƭƭȅ ǿŀƴǘ ǘƻ ŀǊǊƛǾŜ 
ŜŀǊƭȅ ŦƻǊ ƻǳǊ ǎŜŎƻƴŘ ŀƴƴǳŀƭ /Ƙƛƭƛ /ƻƻƪ ƻũ ōŜŦƻǊŜ ǘƘŜ 
ƳŜŜǝƴƎΦ LŦ ȅƻǳ Ǉƭŀƴ ǘƻ ƘŀǾŜ ŎƘƛƭƛΣ ƭŀǎǘ Ŏŀƭƭ ŦƻǊ ŎƘƛƭƛ ǿƛƭƭ 
ōŜ ŀǘ сΥрлΦ ¢ƘƻǎŜ ōǊƛƴƎƛƴƎ ŎƘƛƭƛ ƛǎ ŀǎƪŜŘ ǘƻ ǇǊƻǾƛŘŜ ŀ 
ƴƻǘŜ ŎŀǊŘ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ Ƴŀƛƴ ƛƴƎǊŜŘƛŜƴǘǎ ŀƴŘ ǎǇƛŎƛƴƎ ƛƴπ
ŦƻǊƳŀǝƻƴ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜƛǊ ŜƴǘǊȅΦ DƻƻŘ ƭǳŎƪ ŀƴŘ ǎǘŀǊǘ ȅƻǳǊ 
ǇƭŀƴƴƛƴƎ ƴƻǿΗ ¢Ƙƛǎ ȅŜŀǊ ǿŜ ƘŀǾŜ ŀ ƧǳŘƎŜΗ 
 
First Young Eagle Day May 9 
aŀȅ фΣ ŀǘ [ŀƪŜ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ IƛƭƭǎΣ ф-мн- ƴƻƻƴ ŎƻƴǘŀŎǘ .ǳŘ 
IŜǊƻŘ όупт-соп-сомлΣ ƘŜǊƻŘннрϪŎƻƳŎŀǎǘΦƴŜǘύ ƛŦ 
ȅƻǳ Ǉƭŀƴ ǘƻ ƅȅΣ ǿƻǊƪ ōŜƘƛƴŘ ǘƘŜ ŘŜǎƪ ƻǊ ƘŜƭǇ ƻǳǘǎƛŘŜ 
ŀǎ ƭƛƴŜƳŀƴΦ 

Elton 

    April Chapter Meeting Presenters 
           Mark and Kenn Andersen 
        Arranged by Ole Sindberg 
 
aŀǊƪ !ƴŘŜǊǎŜƴ ƛǎ ǘƘŜ ǎƻƴ ƻŦ YŜƴƴ !ƴŘŜǊǎŜƴΦ 
aŀǊƪ ƛǎ ƎƻƛƴƎ ǘƻ ǘŀƭƪ ŀōƻǳǘ ǿƘŀǘ ƛǘ ƛǎ ƭƛƪŜ ǘƻ ōŜ ŀ ŎƻǊπ
ǇƻǊŀǘŜ ǇƛƭƻǘΦ 
  
      aŀǊƪΩǎ ŎŀǊŜŜǊ ǎǳƳƳŀǊȅΥ 
  
п ȅŜŀǊǎ .ŀŎƘŜƭƻǊǎτLƴǘŜǊƴŀǝƻƴŀƭ .ǳǎƛƴŜǎǎ 
CƛǊǎǘ ƅƛƎƘǘ Ϫ t²Y мффф 
tǊƛƳŀǊȅ ƛƴǎǘǊǳŎǝƻƴ ŦǊƻƳ !ƳŜǊƛŎŀƴ CƭȅŜǊǎ ŀƴŘ hƭŜ 
{ƛƴŘōŜǊƎ όtǊƛǾŀǘŜ ŀƴŘ LƴǎǘǊǳƳŜƴǘύ  
όaȅ ƭƻƎōƻƻƪ Ƙŀǎ ŜƴǘǊƛŜǎ ŦƻǊ Ƙƛǎ ŬǊǎǘ ǎƻƭƻ ŜƴŘƻǊǎŜπ
ƳŜƴǘǎ ƻƴ пκмуκнллм ŀƴŘ Ƙƛǎ tΦtΦ ŎƘŜŎƪ ǊƛŘŜ тκол 
нллмύ 
aǳƭǝ-![[ !¢t{ όtƘƻŜƴƛȄΣ !½ύ 
/CLΣ /CLLΣ a9Lτ {ŎƘŀǳƳōǳǊƎΣ L[ 
CƭƛƎƘǘ ƛƴǎǘǊǳŎǘƻǊ ŀǘ {ŎƘŀǳƳōǳǊƎ τ LƴǎǘǊǳŎǘŜŘ ŦƻǊ 
ŀǇǇǊƻȄΦ ƻƴŜ ȅŜŀǊΦ 
CƛǊǎǘ ŀƛǊƭƛƴŜτ /ƘƛŎŀƎƻ 9ȄǇǊŜǎǎ a5²ΧCƛǊǎǘ hŶŎŜǊ 
{ŀŀō опл όŦǳǊƭƻǳƎƘŜŘύ 
{ƪȅ²Ŝǎǘ !ƛǊƭƛƴŜǎτ /ŀǇǘŀƛƴ /wW нллκтллκфлл 
/ƻǊǇƻǊŀǘŜ Ǉƛƭƻǘ όǇŀǊǘ фм ƻǿƴŜǊύ tL/ /9-ррл /ƛǘŀǝƻƴ 
/ƻǊǇƻǊŀǘŜ Ǉƛƭƻǘ όCƻǊǘǳƴŜ мллл ŎƻƳǇŀƴȅύ tL/ /ƛǘŀπ
ǝƻƴ ·[{ 
/ƘƛŜŦ tƛƭƻǘ ŀƴŘ !Ǿƛŀǝƻƴ ŀƴŘ !Ǿƛŀǝƻƴ 5ŜǇŀǊǘƳŜƴǘ 
ƳŀƴŀƎŜǊτ CŀƭŎƻƴ нллл 
                      /ƻƴǝƴǳŜŘ ƻƴ ƴŜȄǘ ǇŀƎŜ 
  

!5{-. {ǳǊǾŜȅ ŦƻǊ !ƛǊŎǊŀƊ hǿƴŜǊǎ 
bƻǝŎŜ bǳƳōŜǊΥ bh¢/рфпф 

¸ƻǳ ŀǊŜ ƛƴǾƛǘŜŘ ǘƻ ǇŀǊǝŎƛǇŀǘŜ ƛƴ ŀ ǊŜǎŜŀǊŎƘ ǎǘǳŘȅ ōŜƛƴƎ 
ŎƻƴŘǳŎǘŜŘ ōȅ 9ƳōǊȅ-wƛŘŘƭŜ !ŜǊƻƴŀǳǝŎŀƭ ¦ƴƛǾŜǊǎƛǘȅ ƻƴ 
!5{-.Φ ¢ƘŜ ǎǘǳŘȅ ƛǎ ƛƴǘŜǊŜǎǘŜŘ ƛƴ ȅƻǳǊ ǇŜǊŎŜǇǝƻƴǎ ŀƴŘ 
ƳƻǝǾŀǝƻƴǎ ŀōƻǳǘ ǘƘŜ !5{-. нлнл ƳŀƴŘŀǘŜΤ ƛƴŎƭǳŘƛƴƎ 
ȅƻǳǊ ǇŜǊŎŜǇǝƻƴǎ ŀōƻǳǘ ǘƘŜ Ŏƻǎǘ ƻŦ !5{-. ƛƴǎǘŀƭƭŀǝƻƴΦ Lǘ ƛǎ 
ŜǎǝƳŀǘŜŘ ǘƘŀǘ ƛǘ ǿƛƭƭ ǘŀƪŜ ƭŜǎǎ ǘƘŀƴ у ƳƛƴǳǘŜǎ ǘƻ ŎƻƳπ
ǇƭŜǘŜ ǘƘŜ ǎǳǊǾŜȅΦ 

¢ƘŜ ǊŜǎǳƭǘǎ ǿƛƭƭ ƳŜŀǎǳǊŜ ǘƘŜ ǇŜǊŎŜǇǝƻƴǎ ŀƴŘ ƳƻǝǾŀǝƻƴǎ 
ƻŦ ŀƛǊŎǊŀƊ ƻǿƴŜǊǎ ŀƴŘ ƻǇŜǊŀǘƻǊǎ ƻƴ !5{-. ƻǳǘΦ  tƭŜŀǎŜ 
ŎƭƛŎƪ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ŦƻƭƭƻǿƛƴƎ ƭƛƴƪ ǘƻ ŎƻƳǇƭŜǘŜ ǘƘŜ !5{-. ǎǳǊπ
ǾŜȅΥ ƘǧǇǎΥκκǿǿǿΦǎǳǊǾŜȅƳƻƴƪŜȅΦŎƻƳκǊκ!5{. 

mailto:herod225@comcast.net
https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/ADSB
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               !ǇǊƛƭ aŜŜǝƴƎ tǊŜǎŜƴǘŜǊǎ 
                 /ƻƴǝƴǳŜŘ ŦǊƻƳ ǇǊŜǾƛƻǳǎ ǇŀƎŜ 
 
     YŜƴƴΩǎ ŎŀǊŜŜǊ ǎǳƳƳŀǊȅ 
 
.ƻǊƴ ŀƴŘ ǊŀƛǎŜŘ ƛƴ 5ŜƴƳŀǊƪ 
CƻǊƳŀƭ ŀǇǇǊŜƴǝŎŜǎƘƛǇ ƛƴ ŎǳƭƛƴŀǊȅ ŀǊǘǎ 
9ǉǳƛǾŀƭŜƴǘ ǘƻ ŀ a.! ǿƛǘƘ ŎƻƴŎŜƴǘǊŀǝƻƴ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ƘƻǎǝƴƎ 
ŀƴŘ ŎǳƭƛƴŀǊȅ ŬŜƭŘ 
/ŜǊǝŬŎŀǝƻƴ ŀǎ 9ȄŜŎǳǝǾŜ /ƘŜŦ ς 5ŜƴƳŀǊƪ ŀƴŘ ¦{! 
²ƻǊƪ ŜȄǇŜǊƛŜƴŎŜΥ 
     {ŎŀƴŘƛƴŀǾƛŀƴ !ƛǊƭƛƴŜǎΣ {ŀǳŘƛ !ƛǊǿŀȅǎΣ .ŀƴƎƭŀŘŜǎƘ 
!ƛǊǿŀȅǎΣ .ǊƛǝǎƘ !ƛǊǿŀȅǎ ŀƴŘ LƴŘƛŀƴ !ƛǊƭƛƴŜǎ ς ǇǊƛƳŀǊƛƭȅ 
Lƴ άLƴ ƅƛƎƘǘέ ŎŀǘŜǊƛƴƎ 
     {ŜǊǾŜŘ ƛƴ 5ŀŎŎŀΣ .ŀƴƎƭŀŘŜǎƘΣ {ŀǳŘƛ !Ǌŀōƛŀ ŀƴŘ [ƻƴπ
ŘƻƴΦ 
{ǇŜƴǘ о ȅŜŀǊǎ ƛƴ {ŀǳŘƛ !Ǌŀōƛŀ ŀƴŘ ŀƳƻƴƎ ƻǘƘŜǊ ǘƘƛƴƎǎ 
ǿŀǎ ǊŜǎǇƻƴǎƛōƭŜ ŦƻǊ ŎŀǘŜǊƛƴƎ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ǘǿƻ Ǌƻȅŀƭ .-тптΩǎ 
όIa м ŀƴŘ нύ ǎŜǊǾƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ŦƻǊƳŜǊ YƛƴƎ CŀƘŘ ŀƴŘ /Ǌƻǿƴ 
tǊƛƴŎŜ !ōŘǳƭƭŀƘ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜƛǊ ŦŀƳƛƭƛŜǎ 
aƻǾŜŘ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ¦{! ƛƴ мфут ŀƴŘ ǿƻǊƪŜŘ ŦƻǊ ǾŀǊƛƻǳǎ 
ŎƻƴǘǊŀŎǘ ŎŀǘŜǊŜǊǎ ŀƴŘ ǿŀǎ /ǳƭƛƴŀǊȅ LƴǎǘǊǳŎǘƻǊ ŦƻǊ YŜƴπ
Řŀƭƭ /ƻƭƭŜƎŜ ŀƴŘ ¢Ǌƛǘƻƴ /ƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅ /ƻƭƭŜƎŜΦ !ǘ ƻƴŜ 
Ǉƻƛƴǘ ƘŜ ǿŀǎ ǊŜǎǇƻƴǎƛōƭŜ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ƳŜŀƭǎ ǎŜǊǾŜŘ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ 
/ƘƛŎŀƎƻ !ǊŎƘŘƛƻŎŜǎŜΦ tǊŜǎŜƴǘƭȅ ǿƻǊƪǎ ŦƻǊ aŀǊƛŀƴƻΩǎ ƛƴ 
[ŀƪŜ ½ǳǊƛŎƘΦ 
  
!ƳƻƴƎ ƻǘƘŜǊ ǘƘƛƴƎǎ aŀǊƪ ƛǎ ƎƻƛƴƎ ǘƻ ƧǳŘƎŜ ǘƘŜ /Ƙƛƭƛ 
ŜƴǘǊƛŜǎ ŀƴŘ ƎƛǾŜ ǳǎ ǝǇǎ ƻƴ ƳŀƪƛƴƎ ŀ ƎƻƻŘ /ƘƛƭƛΦ 

 

hƴ {ŀǘǳǊŘŀȅ !ǇǊƛƭ му ŀ ƅȅ ƻǳǘ ǿŀǎ ƘŜƭŘ ŀǘ wƻπ

ŎƘŜƭƭŜ !ƛǊǇƻǊǘΦ  ¢ǿŜƭǾŜ  ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ƳŜǘ ŦƻǊ ƭǳƴŎƘ ŀǘ 

ǘƘŜ CƭƛƎƘǘ 5ŜŎƪ wŜǎǘŀǳǊŀƴǘ ŀƴŘ  ǾƛŜǿŜŘ ǘƘŜ ǎƪȅπ

ŘƛǾŜǊǎΦ  [ƻǘǎ ƻŦ {ƪȅ 5ƛǾƛƴƎ !ŎǝǾƛǘȅΦ  ¢ƘŜȅ ƭƻŀŘŜŘ 

ƻƴŜ ƎǊƻǳǇΣ ƭŀƴŘŜŘ ŀƴŘ ƭƻŀŘŜŘ ŀƴƻǘƘŜǊ ōǳƴŎƘΦ  

Cǳƴ ǘƻ ǿŀǘŎƘ ǘƘŜƳ ŎƻƳŜ Řƻǿƴ ŀƴŘ ƭŀƴŘ ǇŜǊŦŜŎǘπ

ƭȅ Ƨǳǎǘ {ƻǳǘƘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ wǳƴǿŀȅΦ  ²ƛƴŘǎ ǿŜǊŜ мт 

ƎǳǎǝƴƎ ǘƻ нлΣ ƘƻǿŜǾŜǊΣ ǘƘŜȅ ǿŜǊŜ ǊƛƎƘǘ Řƻǿƴ ǘƘŜ 

Ǌǳƴǿŀȅ ŀƴŘ ǿŜǊŜ ƴƻ ǇǊƻōƭŜƳ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ƅȅŜǊǎΦ  

!ǧŜƴŘŜŜǎ ǿŜǊŜΤ tŀǳƭ wŀƴƛŜǊƛ ŀƴŘ 9ŘΣ  WƻȅŎŜ ŀƴŘ 

¢ƻƳ WŀŎƪǎƻƴΣ hƭŜ ŀƴŘ tŀǳƭ {ƛƴŘōŜǊƎΣ wƻƴ [ƛŜōπ

ƳŀƴƴΣ wƛŎƘ hƭŜǎȊŎȊǳƪΣ wƻō bŜƭǎƻƴ ŀƴŘ WƻƘƴΣ ŀƴŘ 

¢ƻƳ {ƻƭŀǊ ŀƴŘ !ƴƎŜƭ WŀƛƳŜǎΦ 

                             ¢ƘŜ vǳŜǎǝƻƴ vǳƛȊΚ 
²ƘŜǊŜ ǿŀǎ ǘƘƛǎ ǘŀƪŜƴΚ  LŦ ȅƻǳ ƪƴƻǿ ǘƘŜ ŀƴǎǿŜǊ ǊŜǇƭȅ ǘƻ wƻƴ [ƛŜōƳŀƴƴ ŜƳŀƛƭ ǊƭƛŜōƳŀƴƴϪŎƻƳŎŀǎǘΦƴŜǘ 

 

 

mailto:rliebmann@comcast.net
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          /ƘŀǇǘŜǊ Cƭȅ-Lb  ƻǊ 5ǊƛǾŜ hǳǘǎ 

This Weekend-Kalamazoo 
 

Join us on Saturday, April 25 from 10:00 a.m. - 5:00 p.m. for a Chap-

ter 790 fly-out! 
¢ƘŜ !ƛǊ ½ƻƻ ƎƭŀŘƭȅ ǿŜƭŎƻƳŜǎ ƅȅ-ƛƴǎ ǘƻ ƛǘǎ 9ŀǎǘ /ŀƳǇǳǎ ŦŀŎƛƭƛǘȅΣ ǿƘƛŎƘ ƛǎ 
ƭƻŎŀǘŜŘ Ƨǳǎǘ ƻũ ǘƘŜ YŀƭŀƳŀȊƻƻκ.ŀǧƭŜ /ǊŜŜƪ LƴǘŜǊƴŀǝƻƴŀƭ !ƛǊǇƻǊǘ 
ό!½hύ ƎǊƻǳƴŘǎΦ LŦ ȅƻǳ ŀǊŜ ǳƴŦŀƳƛƭƛŀǊ ǿƛǘƘ ǿƘŜǊŜ ǘƘŜ 9ŀǎǘ /ŀƳǇǳǎ ƛǎΣ 
ŀǎƪ ǘƘŜ !½h ŀƛǊ ǘǊŀŶŎ ŎƻƴǘǊƻƭ ǘƻǿŜǊ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜȅ ǿƛƭƭ ŘƛǊŜŎǘ ȅƻǳ ǿƘŜǊŜ ǘƻ 
ƎƻΦ 
Once you arrive, please check in at the East Campus' ticket counter. 

From there, an Air Zoo volunteer or employee will direct you to the 

Air Zoo's Main Campus building. (It is about a five-minute walk from 

the East Campus.) 
DŜƴŜǊŀƭ !ŘƳƛǎǎƛƻƴ ƛƴŎƭǳŘŜǎ ŀŎŎŜǎǎ ǘƻ ŀƭƭ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ !ƛǊ ½ƻƻϥǎ ŀƛǊŎǊŀƊΣ ǇŜǊπ
ƳŀƴŜƴǘ ŜȄƘƛōƛǘǎΣ ǊƛŘŜǎΣ п5 ǘƘŜŀǘŜǊ ŜȄǇŜǊƛŜƴŎŜΣ ŀƴŘ Ŧǳƭƭ-Ƴƻǝƻƴ ƅƛƎƘǘ 
ǎƛƳǳƭŀǘƻǊǎΦ 
Air Zoo Members = FREE Adults $13.50 Seniors 60+ yrs = $10.50

Children 5-18 yrs $12.50 Children 0-4 yrs = FREE Military/

Veteran Discount = 50% Group Discount = 20% 
Please sign-up so we know how many we expect in Kalamazoo. It will 

also serve as a way to contact you if we cancel going due to weather. 
/ƭƛŎƪ ƻƴ ƭƛƴƪ ōŜƭƻǿ ǘƻ ǎƛƎƴ-ǳǇ 
https://docs.google.com/forms/

d/1Y7z9FVsPRMgBPrbKhJRAmYnRfD8-aI8wTkcTkSpwbWk/

viewform 

About the Museum 
The Air Zoo's founding organization, the Kalamazoo Aviation History 

Museum, has built a reputation of national renown. Founded in 1977, 

it opened to the public on November 18, 1979. 
But the Air Zoo had its beginnings much earlier. In the late 1940s, it 

seemed that Pete and Suzanne Parish (co-founders of the Air Zoo) 

were content to leave airplanes behind. Fresh from a stint in the Wom-

en Airforce Service Pilots (WASP), Sue met and married Pete, a for-

mer Marine Air Corps. In 1959, Pete came home one evening and 

announced he had purchased half an interest in a plane. It was a single-

engine 35C Bonanza, and his partner was the chief pilot for The 

Upjohn Company. 

Before long, they purchased a Stearman. Next came an AT-6 like Sue 

had flown as a WASP. Then came a Grumman Wildcat. When word 

traveled through the grapevine about a partially assembled P-40 in 

Addison, Texas, Sue couldn't resist. It was the combat plane she had 

always dreamed of flying as a WASP. 
It was becoming clear that Sue and Pete wanted to share their enthusi-

asm about World War II airplanes with people who enjoyed these his-

toric flying machines. Then a friend made them an offer they couldn't 

refuse: start a museum, and he would give them his Grumman Bearcat. 

The museum at 3101 East Milham Road became popularly known as 

the Air Zoo because the collection included a Wildcat, Hellcat, Bearcat 

and Flying Tiger. 
The initial collection was comprised of seven aircraft and a limited 

number of artifacts. Three years after opening its doors, the museum 

had developed a relationship with the Guadalcanal Campaign Veterans 

Association, and in 1982, it was selected as the home for the Associa-

tion's artifacts. 

The museum began expanding its facility in 1986, tripling its size to 

45,000 square feet. Completed in 1987, the expanded museum housed 

a larger exhibit hall, a video theater, a new museum store and a larger 

library. At this time, the museum also hired a full-time education di-

rector to develop innovative educational programs to fit a variety of 

needs, including the Michigan Model Curriculum objectives. 

In 1994, the museum expanded again by moving its existing Flight and 

Restoration Center to a newer and larger building. The museum was 

then chosen as the home of the Michigan Aviation Hall of Fame. A 

remodeling project was undertaken in 1995 to increase space for small 

and rotating exhibits, new offices for the museum's staff, a new library, 

research facility and an interactive simulator exhibit. 
In 2002, several additional milestones were achieved. The culmination 

of a yearlong process resulted in the museum becoming an affiliate of 

the Smithsonian Institution. This prestigious designation is only con-

ferred upon a few museums in the country and was achieved after a 

rigorous review process. Also that year, the museum became certified 

by the State of Michigan to teach aviation courses for local high school 

students as well as students at Kalamazoo Valley Community College. 

On May 1, 2004, the Air Zoo opened a new facility unlike any other in 

the world. The 120,000-square-foot facility is what some call the 

"museum of the future." With 360-degree, full-motion flight simula-

tors, the Midwest's first 4D theater, indoor amusement park rides, a 3D 

space shuttle ride to the International Space Station, continuous travel-

ing exhibits (including many from the Smithsonian Institution) and a 

28,800-square-foot hand-painted indoor mural, the Air Zoo combines a 

sense of adventure with a sense of history. 

In June 2007, the Air Zoo added the Michigan Space Science Center 

(MSSC) to its facility at its East Campus. The MSSC allows visitors to 

experience some of the challenges astronauts go through during their 

training. The MSSC ranks fourth in the nation for the number of 

Smithsonian Institution/National Air and Space Museum artifacts on 

display. 
2011 was a year of new rides, new exhibits and new fun at the Air 

Zoo. On January 1, 2011 the Air Zoo closed its East Campus in prepa-

ration of its new Main Campus expansion (see next paragraph). Early 

in the year, the Air Zoo opened an 18-hole disc golf course, designed 

by professional disc golfer Larry LaBond. The par three course is the 

first and only disc golf course in Portage. In June, the Air Zoo added a 

number of new rides, including the indoor Century of Flight Ferris 

Wheel, the Paratrooper Jump and the Corsair Challenge, in its Main 

Campus. The museum also debuted an upgraded RealD 3D/4D Mis-

sions Theater with a new movie. 

On October 1, 2011, the Air Zoo expanded yet again by opening a 

50,000-square-foot addition on its Main Campus. The expansion fea-

tures new and current exhibits, aircraft and space artifacts. It houses 

Space: Dare to Dream, an interactive exhibit that celebrates the 

dreamers who dared to find answers to our existence, along with the 

history of space exploration. It also contains the MSSC, an exhibit 

about women in aviation and space (including the WASP) and World 

War II aircraft that were originally housed at the Air Zoo's East Cam-

pus. The addition features a 4,000-square-foot archive and an expand-

ed library as well. 

Write up by Elton Eisele 
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CƻǊŘ aǳǎŜǳƳτƘŜǊŜ ǿŜ ŎƻƳŜΗ  

tƭŀƴǎ ŦƻǊ ƻǳǊ ǘǊƛǇ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ CƻǊŘ aǳǎŜǳƳ ŀǊŜ ǘŀƪƛƴƎ 

ǎƘŀǇŜΦ  ¢ƘŜ ŎǳǊǊŜƴǘ ƛǝƴŜǊŀǊȅ ƛǎΥ 

 aŀȅ мпǘƘΣ ƭŜŀǾŜ ŜŀǊƭȅ ǘƻ ŀǊǊƛǾŜ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ CƻǊŘ aǳπ

ǎŜǳƳ ōȅ ƴƻƻƴ όƭƻǎŜ м ƘƻǳǊ ŘǳŜ ǘƻ ǝƳŜ ȊƻƴŜ ŎƘŀƴƎŜύ Φ   

¢ǊŀǾŜƭ ǘƻ ōŜ ŀǊǊŀƴƎŜŘ ōȅ ǇŜǊǎƻƴŀƭ ŎƘƻƛŎŜΣ ŀōƻǳǘ ŀ р 

ƘƻǳǊ ŘǊƛǾŜΣ ƳǳŎƘ ǎƘƻǊǘŜǊ ōȅ ŀƛǊΦ  ! ǎƘǳǧƭŜ ǿƛƭƭ ǘŀƪŜ ǳǎ 

ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ aǳǎŜǳƳ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ CƻǊŘκwƻǳƎŜ ŀǎǎŜƳōƭȅ Ǉƭŀƴǘ 

ǿƘŜǊŜ CƻǊŘ C-мрл ǘǊǳŎƪǎ ŀǊŜ ŀǎǎŜƳōƭŜŘΦ  ¢ƘŜǎŜ ŀǊŜ 

ǘƘŜ ƴŜǿ ŀƭǳƳƛƴǳƳ ŀƭƭƻȅ ŦǊŀƳŜŘ ǘǊǳŎƪǎ ǊŜŎŜƴǘƭȅ ƛƴǘǊƻπ

ŘǳŎŜŘ ōȅ CƻǊŘ ŀũƻǊŘƛƴƎ ŀ ǿŜƛƎƘǘ ŀŘǾŀƴǘŀƎŜ ƻǾŜǊ 

ŎƻƳǇŜǝǝƻƴΦ   ¢ƘŜ мрлΩǎ ŀǊŜ ǊŜǇƻǊǘŜŘ ǘƻ ōŜ ǘƘŜ Ƴƻǎǘ 

ǇƻǇǳƭŀǊ ƭƛƎƘǘ ǘǊǳŎƪǎ ƴƻǿ ōƻǳƎƘǘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ¦Φ{Φ  ²Ŝ ǿƛƭƭ 

ǘƻǳǊ ǘƘŜ ŀǎǎŜƳōƭȅ ŦŀŎƛƭƛǘȅΦ  !ƊŜǊ ǘƘŜ ǘƻǳǊΣ ƻǳǊ  ƴŜȄǘ 

ǎǘƻǇ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ǘƘŜ ƳƻǘŜƭ ŦƻǊ ŎƘŜŎƪ ƛƴ ŀƴŘ ŘƛƴƴŜǊΦ 

 aŀȅ мрǘƘΣ Ǿƛǎƛǘ ǘƘŜ ƛƴŎǊŜŘƛōƭŜ CƻǊŘ aǳǎŜǳƳΣ ƻŦ 

ƛƴǘŜǊƴŀǝƻƴŀƭ ŦŀƳŜΣ ŀƴŘ ŀƭǎƻ ŦŀƳƻǳǎ ŦƻǊ ƛǘǎ ƘƛǎǘƻǊƛŎ 

ƴƻǘƻǊƛŜǘȅΦ  ¢ƘŜ aǳǎŜǳƳ Ƙŀǎ ōŜŜƴ ǊŜǾŀƳǇŜŘ ǊŜŎŜƴǘƭȅ 

ŀƴŘ ǿƛƭƭ ǇǊƻǾƛŘŜ ŀƴȅ ŎŀǊ ƭƻǾŜǊ όƻǊ Ƨǳǎǘ Ǉƭŀƛƴ ŘǊƛǾŜǊǎ 

ŀƴŘ ǇŀǎǎŜƴƎŜǊǎύ ŀ ǊŜŀƭ ǘǊŜŀǘΣ ŜȄǇƻǎƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ƘƛǎǘƻǊȅ ŀƴŘ 

ŘŜǾŜƭƻǇƳŜƴǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŀǳǘƻƳƻōƛƭŜ όŜǎǇŜŎƛŀƭƭȅ CƻǊŘύ  ƛƴπ

ŘǳǎǘǊȅΦ ¢ƘŜ aǳǎŜǳƳ ƛǎ ŀ ǇƭŀŎŜ ǿƘŜǊŜ ȅƻǳ Ŏŀƴ άƳŜŜǘ 

ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ŀƴŘ ƛŘŜŀǎ ǘƘŀǘ ƘŀǾŜ ŎƘŀƴƎŜŘ ǘƘŜ ǿƻǊƭŘΦέ  

aƻǊŜ  ǘƻ ǎŜŜ ǘƘŀƴ ǝƳŜ ǿƛƭƭ ŀƭƭƻǿΗ 

 aŀȅ мсǘƘΣ !aΣ Ǿƛǎƛǘ ǘƘŜ ŦŀƳƻǳǎ DǊŜŜƴŬŜƭŘ ±ƛƭπ

ƭŀƎŜΣ ŀŘƧŀŎŜƴǘ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ aǳǎŜǳƳΣ ǿƘƛŎƘ Ŏƻƴǘŀƛƴǎ ƳǳŎƘ 

нлǘƘ ŎŜƴǘǳǊȅ ƘƛǎǘƻǊȅ ǊŜƭŀǘŜŘ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ŀǳǘƻƳƻōƛƭŜ ŀƴŘ 

ǎǳǇǇƻǊǘ  ƛƴŘǳǎǘǊƛŜǎΦ hƴŜ Ŏŀƴ ά¢ŀƪŜ ƛƴ олл ȅŜŀǊǎ ƻŦ 

!ƳŜǊƛŎŀ ŜǾŜǊȅǿƘŜǊŜ ȅƻǳ ǘǳǊƴΦέ 

 aŀȅ мсǘƘΣ taΣ ǘǊŀǾŜƭ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ aƛŎƘƛƎŀƴ LƴǘŜǊƴŀπ

ǝƻƴŀƭ {ǇŜŜŘǿŀȅ ƴŜŀǊ .Ǌƻƻƪƭȅƴ Σ aƛΦ ǘƻ Ǿƛǎƛǘ ǘƘŜ ǘǊƛŀƭǎ 

ƻŦ C{!9 ŎƻƳǇŜǝǝǾŜ Ƴƛƴƛ ǊŀŎŜ ŎŀǊǎ όƳƛƴƛ LƴŘȅ ǘȅǇŜǎύΦ  

¢ƘŜ CƻǊƳǳƭŀ {!9 ŎŀǊǎ ŀǊŜ ŘŜǎƛƎƴŜŘ ŀƴŘ ōǳƛƭǘ ōȅ Ŏƻƭπ

ƭŜƎŜ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘǎ ŦƻǊ ǿƘŀǘ ƛǎ ƴƻǿ ƛƴǘŜǊƴŀǝƻƴŀƭ ŎƻƳǇŜǝπ

ǝƻƴΣ ƭƛƳƛǘŜŘ ŀǘ ǘƘƛǎ ŜǾŜƴǘ ǘƻ мнл ŘŜǎƛƎƴκōǳƛƭŘƛƴƎ 

ǘŜŀƳǎΦ  ¢ƘŜǎŜ ŎŀǊǎ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ǊǳƴƴƛƴƎ ƻƴ {ŀǘǳǊŘŀȅ ŘǳǊƛƴƎ 

ƻǳǊ ǾƛǎƛǘΗ  ¢ƘŜǊŜ ŀǊŜ ƴƻǿ C{!9 ŎƻƳǇŜǝǝƻƴǎ ƛƴ мр 

ŎƻǳƴǘǊƛŜǎ ƻƴ ŀƭƭ ŎƻƴǝƴŜƴǘǎ ŀǊƻǳƴŘ ǘƘŜ ǿƻǊƭŘΦ  ²Ŝ ǿƛƭƭ 

ƘŀǾŜ ǇŜǊǎƻƴŀƭ ŀǧŜƴǝƻƴ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ ŜǾŜƴǘ ōȅ ƻƴŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ 

ƧǳŘƎŜǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŎƻƳǇŜǝǝƻƴΦ  ¢Ƙƛǎ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ŀ Ǿƛǎƛǘ ǘƻ ǊŜπ

ƳŜƳōŜǊΗ  

¢ƘŜ ŜǎǝƳŀǘŜŘ Ŏƻǎǘ ǇŜǊ ǇŜǊǎƻƴ ƛƴŎƭǳŘƛƴƎ ƳƻǘŜƭ ǎǘŀȅΣ 

ǝŎƪŜǘǎ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ aǳǎŜǳƳΣ DǊŜŜƴŬŜƭŘ ±ƛƭƭŀƎŜ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ 

wƻǳƎŜ ŀǎǎŜƳōƭȅ Ǉƭŀƴǘ ƛǎ ŜȄǇŜŎǘŜŘ ǘƻ ōŜ ǳƴŘŜǊ ϷмолΦ 

aŜŀƭǎΣ ǘǊŀƴǎǇƻǊǘŀǝƻƴ ŀƴŘ ƳƛǎŎΦ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ǾŀǊƛŀōƭŜ ŀƴŘ 

ǇŀƛŘ ŦƻǊ ƛƴŘƛǾƛŘǳŀƭƭȅΦ  {ƻ ǘƘŀǘ ǊŜǎŜǊǾŀǝƻƴǎ Ŏŀƴ ōŜ 

ƳŀŘŜ ǘƻ ŀŎŎƻƳƳƻŘŀǘŜ ƻǳǊ ƎǊƻǳǇΣ ǿŜ ǿƛƭƭ ƴŜŜŘ ǘƻ 

ƪƴƻǿ ōȅ ƻǳǊ ƴŜȄǘ  ƳŜŜǝƴƎ ό!ǇǊƛƭ нуǘƘ ύ ƛŦ ȅƻǳ Ǉƭŀƴ ǘƻ 

Ǝƻ ƻƴ ǘƘƛǎ ŜȄŎƛǝƴƎ ŜȄǇŜŘƛǝƻƴΦ  aƻǘŜƭ ŀƴŘ ǝŎƪŜǝƴƎ 

ǇǊƻŎŜŘǳǊŜǎ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ǎǳǇǇƭƛŜŘ ǿƘŜƴ ǘƘŜ ŀǧŜƴŘŀƴŎŜ Ǌƻǎπ

ǘŜǊ ƛǎ ŎƻƳǇƭŜǘŜΦ  LŦ ȅƻǳ ƘŀǾŜ ǉǳŜǎǝƻƴǎ ƻǊ ƘŀǾŜ ƴƻǘ 

ŀƭǊŜŀŘȅ ǎƛƎƴŜŘ ƛƴ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ǘǊƛǇ ŀƴŘ ǿƛǎƘ ǘƻ ōŜ ƛƴŎƭǳŘŜŘΣ 

ǇƭŜŀǎŜ Ŏŀƭƭ [ƻƴ 5ŀƴŜƪ ŀǘ упт оум-пнусΦ  IƻǇŜ ǘƻ ƘŀǾŜ 

ȅƻǳ ŀōƻŀǊŘ ǘƻ ŜƴƧƻȅ ǘƘŜ ǎƻǳƴŘǎ ŀƴŘ ǎƛƎƘǘǎΗ    

{ǳōƳƛǧŜŘ ōȅ [ƻƴ 5ŀƴŜƪ                                      

      /ƘŀǇǘŜǊ Cƭȅ-Lb  ƻǊ 5ǊƛǾŜ hǳǘǎ ό/ƻƴǘΦύ 
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5ƛŎƪ DǊŜŜƴǿƻƻŘ ƎŀǾŜ ŀƴ ŜȄŎŜƭƭŜƴǘ ǇǊŜǎŜƴǘŀǝƻƴ ƻƴ Ƙƛǎ ǘǊƛǇ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ bƻǊǘƘ tƻƭŜ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ aŀǊŎƘ /ƘŀǇǘŜǊ aŜŜǝƴƎΦ  ¢ƘŜ ƎǊƻǳǇ 

ǇƛŎǘǳǊŜ ȅƻǳ ǎŜŜ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ bƻǊǘƘ tƻƭŜ ƛƴŎƭǳŘŜŘ wǳǎǎƛŀƴǎ ǿƘƻ ǿŜǊŜ ŀōƭŜ ǘƻ ƘŜƭƛŎƻǇǘŜǊ ǘƘŜƳ ōŀŎƪ ǘƻ ǘƘŜƛǊ ōŀǎŜ ŎŀƳǇ ǿƘŜǊŜ ǎƻƳŜ 

ƻŦ ǘƘŜ bΦ tƻƭŜ ¢ŜŀƳ ǊŜƳŀƛƴŜŘΦ  ¢ƘŜƛǊ ǿŀǎ ŀ ǎǘǊƻƴƎ ǿŜŀǘƘŜǊ ǎȅǎǘŜƳ ŀǊǊƛǾƛƴƎ ŀƴŘ ǿƛǘƘƻǳǘ ǘƘŜ ǳƴǇƭŀƴƴŜŘ ŀƛŘŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ wǳǎǎƛŀƴ 

Ψǎ ǘƘŜȅ ǿƻǳƭŘ ƘŀǾŜ ōŜŜƴ ǎǘǊŀƴŘŜŘ ŀƴŘ ǇǊƻōŀōƭȅ ŘƛŜŘ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ bƻǊǘƘ tƻƭŜΦ  [ŜŀǊƴƛƴƎ ƭŀǘŜǊ ǘƘŀǘ ǎŀƳŜ wǳǎǎƛŀƴ ǘŜŀƳ ǇŜǊƛǎƘŜŘ ƛƴ 

ǘƘŀǘ ǎǘƻǊƳ ǿƘƛƭŜ ŀǧŜƳǇǝƴƎ ǘƻ ƅȅ ōŀŎƪ ǘƻ wǳǎǎƛŀΦ 

¢Ƙŀƴƪǎ ǘƻ bŀƴŎȅ 9ƛǎŜƭŜ ŦƻǊ ŀǊǊŀƴƎƛƴƎ ǘƘƛǎ ǇǊŜǎŜƴǘŀǝƻƴΦ 

[ŜŀŘǎ 

  LƳƳŜǊǎƛƻƴ ¢ǊŀƛƴƛƴƎ 

¢ƘŜ bƻǊǘƘ tƻƭŜ ƛǎ ŀƭƭ LŎŜ ŀƴŘ ƴƻ ƭŀƴŘΦ  IŜƴŎŜ ƻƴŜ Ǌǳƴǎ ƛƴǘƻ ά[ŜŀŘǎέ όǊƛǾŜǊǎ ƻŦ ǿŀǘŜǊ ǿƘƛŎƘ Ƴǳǎǘ ōŜ ŎǊƻǎǎŜŘύ ŀƴŘ άtǊŜǎǎǳǊŜ 

wƛŘƎŜǎέ όǳǇƭƛƊƛƴƎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƛŎŜύΦ  .ǳǧŜǊ  Ƴǳǎǘ ōŜ ŜŀǘŜƴ ŜǾŜǊȅ Řŀȅ ƛƴ ƻǊŘŜǊ ǘƻ ƪŜŜǇ ǳǇ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ Ŧŀǘ ƴŜŜŘŜŘ ŦƻǊ ŎŀƭƻǊƛŎ ƛƴǇǳǘΦ 


