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Hello all, 

                This is my first time writing a newsletter. Not just for the chapter, but in general, So if you have 

input on what would make this better please reach out and let me know. I will always put in my best 

effort. I have created a dedicated email for the newsletter so the communications won't get lost and the 

next person will be set up when it comes time to hand off the torch. You can reach me at 

eaa770newsletter@gmail.com Please feel free to share any stories you would like added to the 

newsletter.  

                Cristian Barillas has been working hard updating the website and has been doing a fantastic job. 

Check it out when you get a chance. https://chapters.eaa.org/eaa770 He has gathered a short BIO of our 

chapter leaders/officers. John has committed that he has learned a lot about those that serve alongside 

him. I can say I have also learned a lot reading through their BIOs.  

Thanks to Cristian Barillas the newsletter will be added to the EAA website at 

https://chapters.eaa.org/eaa770/documents/newsletter (Future newsletters) 

  

News about members 

• Earlier this month, there was a successful surprise party for Paul Settle. He showed up to support 

Chad (from the control tower) and instead was met by friends celebrating his birthday.  Paul wishes 

to thank all those involved in the prank! 

         

 

• One of our past Ray Scholars Kenny Spaniol is currently working at KDSM (Des Moines, Iowa) as part 

of the ground crew for American Airlines. He is actively working on his instrument rating passing his 

written portion with a 98% on January 14.  

• Former chapter member Jeromy Jump has completed some of his training at LIFT Academy in 

Indianapolis. He passed the written for instrument and is waiting for the flight check portion of it. He 

has moved to Myrtle Beach, Florida for better weather during the winter.  
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Important Emails 

Hi everyone! 

Hope you're staying warm! 

Jim & Donna Bildilli have been Explorer Advisors for many many years and have worked with countless 

youth during AirVenture over that time.  They have kindly donated the cost for 2 youth (14-20 years old) 

to attend AV2025 as an Explorer.  This is truly an amazing opportunity and likely will be literally life 

changing for those fortunate to attend.   

Please read the information below and reach out to Jim if you have any questions.  He can be reached by 

cell at 217-299-0920, or by email at: j.bildilli@comcast.net 

This is not a Chapter 770 scholarship, but is being offered to Chapter 770 members and their families and 

friends.  Please share the details with those who may be interested. 

 

 

There are two scholarships to attend the Aviation Exploration Base during Air Venture.  Camp fees and 

transportation will be provided from Springfield.  Registration as a member of Scouting (formerly the Boy 

Scouts of America) or as an Aviation Explorer with the same organization is required.  The last time that I 

checked it was $40/yr. to be a registered Explorer.   I will help non BSA members to register with “my” 

Post which is located in Racine, WI.  It’s truly unfortunate that our local BSA Council does not actively 

support the Exploring programs which are career-based programs.  

 We will leave SPI at 9:00 AM on Friday July 25. 2025 and return to SPI on Sunday August 2, 2025 around 

4:00 PM.  Tent camping is required; however, all meals and activities are included.  We have 

accommodations for Explorers that have special food requirements/guidelines.   Dress is casual (shorts, 

T-shirts, tennis shoes and lots of sunscreen) and we have a recommended list of what to bring and what 

is not allowed in the camp.  The camp usually has between 150 and 175 high school age (boys and girls) 

students from all across the country that have a strong interest in a career in all fields of aviation. 

 Campers need to be at least 14 years of age or will be starting high school in the fall.  We have a website 

that has more information about the camp at https://www.aviationexplorationbase.org/ 

 Anyone interested in attending should contact me if they have any questions or need 

assistance.  Chapter members who are interested in stopping by to see the camp or perhaps rest their 

bones while sharing a meal with us are welcome.  If they have kids, that’s even better because they can 

see the camp and perhaps plan to attend when they meet that minimum age requirement. 

 Take care, 

 Jim & Donna 
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Upcoming Events 

2025-02-01 Super Safety Seminar https://www.faasafety.gov/SPANS/event_details.aspx?eid=134590  

• Northfield Inn and Conference Center.  

• Registration begins at 8 AM.  

• Sessions begin promptly at 9 AM. (3 in morning and 3 in afternoon) 

• Subjects will cover topics such as talking to ATC, Buying aircraft, long distance cross country 

planning and weather, medical ForeFlight and pilots vs. mechanics working on aircraft.  

• There have not been all day seminars like this since before COVID, so we are excited to help our 

friends at IDOT and FASTeam relaunch this worthwhile program! 

• We will be providing transportation to/from the airport for anyone flying in.  

 

2025-02-11 Wings & Wheels Planning Committee Meeting 

2025-02-20 Chapter Gathering  

• (Please remember to bring your chapter dues if you haven't already taken care of them.) 

2025-03-11 Wings & Wheels Planning Committee Meeting 

2025-03-20 Chapter Gathering with special guest speaker 

  

 

Helpful articles / useful links. 

Quiz: Cold Weather Operations 

https://flighttrainingcentral.com/2025/01/quiz-cold-

weather/?trk_msg=CCIE8RLUA41K12EF1LU3U0PVBS&trk_contact=TAPBN0CMDH2ONCD978TV7HU6LK&

trk_sid=VU5LOPQ38R463UK89RBOQSICQK&trk_link=C16L5BTG14R4B6N644D51A9RQG&utm_source=M

arketingEmail&utm_medium=email&utm_term=TAKE+QUIZ&utm_campaign=FF25011A&utm_content=F

ast+Five+-+January+11th 

Top 10 mistakes iPad pilots make 

https://ipadpilotnews.com/2025/01/top-10-mistakes-ipad-pilots-make-airplane-

gps/?trk_msg=CCIE8RLUA41K12EF1LU3U0PVBS&trk_contact=TAPBN0CMDH2ONCD978TV7HU6LK&trk_s

id=VU5LOPQ38R463UK89RBOQSICQK&trk_link=JQAVI9QIKGF434V3FORI1CV964&utm_source=Marketin

gEmail&utm_medium=email&utm_term=READ+MORE&utm_campaign=FF25011A&utm_content=Fast+

Five+-+January+11th 
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A worthwhile read from the Winter 2024-2025 issue 
“ON APPROACH Policyholder News”, Avemco…. 
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