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From The Desk of the President 

Next Meeting - Saturday, September 8th, 7PM - Jim Smith - Repair Barn 
Butterworther Center Main Floor ñ 1105 8th Street Moline, Illinois (click for a Map)  

        T H E   E X P E R I M E N T A L   A I R C R A F T   A S S O C I A T I O N 

Newsletter of Chapter 75 
Quad-Cities of Illinois and Iowa, USA 

September 2018 www.eaa75.com  www.facebook.com/EAA75/ 

Some of you already know I bought a Lancair IV 
kit, for those that donôt know what that is. Itôs a 4 
place experimental, which was well know for fast 
efficient speeds. Over the years it has been prov-
en to be a very capable airplane that got a bad 
wrap because of untrained pilots thinking itôs a 
Bonanza or Cessna.  
 
Iôve had a love affair with this plane for the past 
20 years. In 2004 I bought the wing kit from a 
guy in New Hampshire and brought them home. 
Finished the wing kit in 2006 and started to look 
for a fuselage kit to finish the plane. Then came 
the market crash and my remodel business lost 
40% of its income. I put the wings in the back of 
Tomôs and my hangar. Iôm getting older and 
starting to feel like I donôt have the drive to build 
another airplane.  For the past ten years Iôve been 
thinking ñI canôt afford itò. After riding in Dave 
Skinners plane I started thinking ñhow can I af-
ford itò. Over the past couple of years I switched 
from thinking of finding and finishing somebody 

(Continued on page 2) 

https://maps.google.com/?q=817+11th+Avenue+Moline+IL
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September 8th Chapter Meeting 

The September Chapter meeting will be held on Sat-
urday, September 8th at 7P. It will be held at the 
Butterworth Center House, Moline, IL.  Across the 
street from  our normal meeting location. 
 
Septemberôs meeting program.  Jim Smith, Repair 
Barn Wrap-Up and aircraft hardware.   
 
Hope to all at our meeting.  

From The Desk of the President 

elseôs ES kit (fixed gear same fuselage). Problem 
with that is I still had those wings in my hangar 
and to throw them out because I moved on to an-
other kit just rubbed me wrong.  Every year I 
meet my friend from Vista, CA at Oshkosh (Gary 
also wanted to build a Lancair IV and was accu-
mulating parts) and weôd compare notes. This 
year was no different till he brought up the fact 
that he was interested in selling his kit. ñIôll nev-
er finish itò, he said. We talked over a price and I 
thought about it for two days. My age was defi-
nitely an issue; do I want to tackle a big project 
like this now? Fact is I still love the airplane. Itôs 
a complex project and I look forward to the task.  
 
If I finish it and Iôm too old to fly it, so be it Iôll 
sell it. To me this is unfinished business, so letôs 
do it. One issue that will slow the project down. I 
want to stay married and I want to keep flying 
my present Lancair so I need to bring new money 
to the project, which will take time.  So I shook 
hands with Gary and now I have a project that is 
stored on the other side of the country.  
 
I checked different freight options a cube was the 
best option for cost, but it is too short to haul the 
17ô fuselage and wing spars (donôt need wings 
but they come with it). Plus I still need to fly out 
there to help load it. The more I thought about it I 
should drive out and get the kit. We are a little 
slow at work so time is not a problem, would be 
cool to see the Southwest USA. Bill Swaim gave 
me a name of a guy that would rent me a 16ô car-
go trailer with another 12ò point on front. Since 
Iôm pulling it with my 6 cylinder truck size mat-
ters the smaller the better. Ok, I  have a trailer 

(Continued from page 1) 
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From The Desk of the President 

and a İ ton truck to pull it.  We are ready. 
 
Aug. 19th  was my departure date. I said good bye 
to Julie and pulled out of my drive at 8:00 am. 
My overnight stop is to be Copper Mtn Ski re-
sort. I have a ski buddy that said I could crash at 
his condo for the night. 16 hrs later I pulled into 
Cooper. This was my hardest leg because I have 
driven it many times before and was not excited 
about seeing the same country.  My key card did-
nôt work so I went looking for help. It took me a 
half hrs to find somebody that was out at 12:00 
am. Thanks to Derrick a bar patron I found weav-
ing on his way home from the bar I was able to 
get into room. He was a godsend.  
 
Aug 20th. I woke up at 5:30 cause I always do 
unfortunately, even if I need the sleep. Got 
cleaned up, made the bed and I was out the door. 
On the road at 7:30 Mtn heading west on 70. 
Now Iôm seeing new country and its great . 
Stopped for gas and breakfast in Eagle then head-
ed west again. My truck may only be a 6 banger 
but when it shifts down it can pass the semis in 
the passing lanes at 65 mph. What a truck. I 
loved the drive through the mountains. Especially 
when I drove through Glenwood Canyon. As a 
builder I like the structures that man puts up. 
When I70 was proposed to pass through that can-
yon the environmentalist fought to stop it. The 
planners would have built walls to redirect the 
river and built the road. To appease the environ-
mentalist they elevated the road. Now there are 
trees that grow up to the road. I loved it, the road 
accents the scenery instead of destroying it. As I 
pass through Glenwood Springs and into west 
CO. the land gets dryer and dryer. I pass into 
Utah and itôs a desert, I would hate to live there, 
but the look is magnificent desolation.  I enjoyed 
the scenery in Utah.  I70 dropped me onto I15 
and I headed to Las Vegas which was my next 
stop, I have two sisters that live there. We met 
for supper and I stayed at Dianeôs house which is 
North Las Vegas.  It was good to get caught up. 
 
Aug 21st. Had a great breakfast and visited my 
nephews Chrome painting shop. Amazing what 
he can do with paint now days. I left about 10:00 
and headed South to Vista, CA. One hundred 
miles from Barstow there was an energy farm 

(Continued from page 2) 

with solar collectors and solar cells looked pretty 
cool from the road. Arrived at Garyôs office/shop 
about 4:00 pm. Some of you already know about 
Garyôs company in a roundabout way.  Gary and 
his brother bought his dadôs business and sell 
Mac Servos. Vans is one of his biggest custom-
ers. He showed me around the assembly line. 
Cool how they take simple machines to produce 
cool stuff.  We load the lower fuselage (comes 
top and bottom for building) to make sure it fits. 
Whew, it fits if I tip tail up to ceiling in front.  
Looking back at the rest of the stuff I had to fig-
ure out how to get it all in. Iôll sleep on it. Gary 
took me out to supper at a Mexican food place 
by the Pacific Ocean.  Didnôt have plans to see 
the ocean but glad I did. Gary put me up in his 
new house, had a great time visiting. Gary built 
the first Lancair IV P ïpressurized for Lancair. 
He has a wealth of knowledge.  
 
Aug 22nd Gary and I grab breakfast on way to 
office and shop to start loading. We load the 
heavy main landing gear box into the truck along 
with tires, two motor mounts, and wood stand to 
hold fuselage.  We put all the control services 
into the canoe that was the lower fuselage.  Re-
member nothing is built, they are flat skins. 
Many of them are Carbon Fiber so they weigh 
very little just bulk. Next we load the Carbon 
Fiber sheets of nomax core for ribs and such. 
Next we load the top wing skins attached to main 
spar on left side I needed to hang outboard end 
from ceiling to get them in the trailer. All the 
boxes of stuff and front landing gear went under 
fuselage in front of trailer. Finally we put the top 
fuselage on top of bottom fuselage and clecoed 
them together.  Bottom wing skins were stood on 

(Continued on page 4) 
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From The Desk of the President 

right side and the trailer was loaded. Success, the 
windshield and side windows were put in back 
seat of truck for protection.  Itôs about 11:00 and 
Iôm ready to go. I say my goodbyes and I stop at 
first gas station. Whenever I take a trip by car I 
just hate going back the same direction much to 
Julieôs chagrin. With this in mind Iôm going back 
by way of Fort worth and visit my Son Seth, 
Amanda and grandkids.  I head east on I8 which 
goes to Yuma, AZ then east to Tucson my last 
stop for the day. Once again Iôm glad I have gas 
and water cause there isn't much there still inter-
esting though. Filled up with gas in Yuma and 
bought two padlocks to secure trailer for my stay 
in hotel tonight. If anyone opened the trailer they 
would have thought I was a junk hauler as that 
stuff canôt be worth anything. From my side I 
thought I was hauling gold. ñOne manôs junk is 
another manôs treasureò.  I arrived in Tucson at 
7:00 pm lost an hrs. got a room and was ready to 
sleep all night.  
 
Aug 23rd I wake up a t 5:30 cause I always do 
even if I want to sleep (a trend on this trip). I 
have the hospitality breakfast and hit the road.  I 
had topped off the gas tank last night, on this trip 
I rarely let the tank get below 3/8 as I was afraid 
of running out of gas. Sometimes it was quite a 
stretch between gas stations. The goal of this trip 
was to get to El Paso for the night. As I got closer 
I decided I would rather go further so I had a 
shorter leg to  Sethôs on Friday morning.  So I 
decide on Midland, TX I keep driving, I talk to 
Seth who is not home, he says I can get in the 
house myself if I would rather not stay at hotel. 
So I keep driving, I lost an hrs and its dark before 
I hit Midland. So I keep driving, 17 hrs from 
Tucson I get to Sethôs. The gate to the housing 
addition is closed and I donôt know the code. I 
give him a call and he doesnôt answer, I leave a 
message. Its 2:00 am, I parked the truck and grab 
my bag. I climb over the fence and walk the 4 
blocks to his house. Iôm wired to stay awake so I 
grab two beers and go swimming in the pool. 
Temperatures are perfect the air temp and water 
are almost the same, great swim. I watched some 
music videos and finally went to sleep at 4:00 
am.  Seth calls me at 5:30 to apologies about the 
gate and asked what I ended up doing. He gives 
me the gate code. Now Iôm awake at 5:30 be-

cause I always do even when I need sleep. So I 
get dressed and walk back to bring truck and 
trailer to house. I hang out till Noon when Seth 
comes home I spend the rest of the day with the 
family. 
 
Aug 24th. I wake up at 7:30, guess I guess the trip 
is wearing me down. I say hi to Bradley and 
make my breakfast. When Seth wakes up I take 
Bradley out to trailer to show him the plane. Seth 
wanted me to show him because he was thinking 
I was going to have it flying the next week.  
Amanda and Seth both want to get their pilot li-
cense; but so far life is in the way. You know 
how it is.  I give my hugs goodbye and get my 
trucker mentality on as I walk out the door. Itôs 
been fun but Iôm ready to be home now. Approx. 
14 hrs left to go, letôs get started.  I take I35 
North to Des Moines and get on 80 to home. The 
hardest leg is from Iowa City to home.  I arrive at 
12:00 am. The next day I unload the trailer at our 
shop and wings at airport and return the trailer to 
its owner. After I start working on the plane this 
winter Iôll have coffee and donuts so you can see 
it.  
 
Total trip was 4.243 miles at 11.5 mpg. Iôm glad 
I did it but will never do it again. Aviation is the 
mod for me. 

EAA Chapter 75 Future Meeting  
Locations 

Note that some of our future monthôs meeting lo-
cations will be changing.  Will be neat having our 
Christmas dinner in the Deere Wiman house on 
the main floor!! 
 
Sep 8, 2018 - Butterworth Center Main Floor 
Oct 13, 2018 - Carriage House 
Nov 10, 2018 - Carriage House 
Dec 8, 2018 - Deere-Wiman House Main Floor 
Jan 12, 2019 - Carriage House 
Feb 9, 2019 - Carriage House 
Mar 9, 2019 - Carriage House 
Apr 13, 2019 - Carriage House 
May 11, 2019 - Carriage House 
Sep 14, 2019 - Carriage House 
Oct 12, 2019 - Carriage House 
Nov 9, 2019 - Carriage House 
Dec 14, 2019 - Carriage House 
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Dinner Guests (from Richard Lowe) 

All of us at one time or another have thought of who 
we might like to have dinner with in order to discuss 
their life and why they did the things they did.  In avi-
ation, I am sure we all have our list of favorites. In my 
case, all have gone west as we say. Those of us who 
study history have to keep in mind that we probably 
know the outcome of an event, but that the players 
who took part did not know at the time what was real-
ly going to happen.  In 1940, the outcome of the war 
in Europe was very much in doubt. No one knew go-
ing in how the Civil War or even the American Revo-
lution was gong to end. What kept people going is 
always a fascinating subject to be discussed.  
 
My first dinner setting would be with the Wright 
brothers.  If Wilbur is included, the discussion would 
be limited to the time up until 1912 when he died.  
Much has been written about them, but to hear it from 
their own lips would be most interesting. Orville was 
able to see the birth of aviation and follow it into the 
golden age where it had at least started to mature. 
 
Then, I would like to sit down with Juan Trippe and 
Ed Musick.  Juan was the founder of Pan American 
Airways and Ed was the Chief pilot on the Pacific 
service in the late 30's. Ed flew all the proving runs 
for the China Clipper service and he disappeared on a 
proving run down to New Zealand. No one knows for 
sure  what happened, but after dinner, I would know. 
     
I would also like to have a meal with Ernest Gann, 
one of the premier aviation writers of the last century. 
Most of his stuff is based on his colorful career start-
ing with American Airlines in the 30's, his Air 
Transport Command flying during the war and his 
experience flying between the west coast and Hawaii 
for Matson Navigation Company after the war. If you 
have not read "Fate is the Hunter" you are not a real 
aviation enthusiast.  
     
Dinner with Bill Boeing and Donald Douglas would 
be fun just to listen to what they went through to build 
companies which gave us the greatest transports of 
the last century.  They started with the tube and fabric  
and wooden air frames and eventually led us to the 
huge modern plants and aircraft we know today. They 
had to have a vision, but they also had to be masters 
of hiring the right people at the right time. 
      
I always have had an interest in the Berlin Airlift, so I 
would like to have supper with Gale Halverson, the 
Candy Bomber.  He flew the Berlin  missions for 
months.  Their flying had to be interesting with the 
weather challenges and that stuff, but the logistics of 
the thing were also huge.  Just keeping tires and en-

gines on the C-54's had to be a story in itself.  Lots of 
questions regarding his experiences have filled my 
mind from time to time.     
     
Last, I would like to meet with Amelia and Fred.  My 
obvious questions would be, "What happened? and 
Where are you now?". 
     
I am sure you could add to my list, but think about it. 
This would be a great topic for some hangar flying on 
a cold winter day.  

Summer Potluck Series a Success!!  (from 

Ron Franck) 

Not only did we have great food during our June, July 
and August potlucks but also we immensely enjoy 
each otherôs company and we were blessed with out-
standing weather.  
 
Iód like to thank our Clinton area membership, Mike 
Nass, Dave Jacobsen, Marlana Sokolovich and all 
their helpers for hosting the June potluck at the Clin-
ton Airport,  
 
Kudos to Jim and Bev Smith and their energetic assis-
tants for hosting the July potluck at the Smith and 
Shelton/Coussens hangars, Davenport.  
 
Lastly, a generous thank you to the Geneseo crew of 
Bob Johnson, Kent Johnson and Dion and Mary Carr 
for hosting our August potluck at GenAir in Geneseo.   
 
Our next big potluck event will be the Christmas Par-
ty on December 8th, 2018. Making the event even 
more special is that we will be enjoying our dinner in 
the main house at the Wiman complex. If you havenôt 
had an opportunity to tour the Wiman home this will 
make our annual Christmas gathering something you 
wonôt want to miss. Mark your calendars now! 
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More EAA Chapter 75 August Potluck 
Lunch Photos at Geneseo 
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1st Saturday of the Month Coffee at 
Davenport Courtesy of Tim Baldwin 
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Oshkosh 2018 Wrapup (from Adam Santic) 

EAA AirVenture Oshkosh 2018 was held Monday, 
July 23rd to Sunday, July 29th at Wittman Regional 
Airport in Oshkosh, Wisconsin and I had the privilege 
to attend another convention, one of many that I look 
forward to going to each year. It featured the best fly-
ing machines, top-notch aerobatic pilots, companies, 
gadgets, forums, celebrities, living legends, veterans 
and entertainment to keep the attendees staying for 
the entire week.   
 
The main attractions for this yearôs event featured a 
100th anniversary of the Royal Air Force and the final 
year of World War I, the celebration of the 80th anni-
versary of the T-6s/Harvards/SNJs, the Air Force Re-
serve celebrating its 70th anniversary, a Gloster Mete-
or T.7, a C-5M Galaxy, a S-3B Viking, a B-29 Super-
fortress, American Barnstormers Tour, the C-17 
Demo Team performing and the Great Lakes Drone 
Company performing. 
 
Numerous anniversaries and milestones were cele-
brated at EAA AirVenture Oshkosh 2018: T-6/SNJ/
Harvard (80 years), Cessna 170 (70 years), Mooney 
International (70 years), Bede BD-4 (50 years), Evans 
VP-1 Volksplane (50 years), Hatz Biplane (50 years), 
Acro Sport (45 years) Quicksilver (40 years), Rutan 
Defiant (40 years), EAA Air Academy (35 years), 
Quad City Challenger (35 years), Rihn DR-107 One 
Design (25 years), KidVenture at EAA AirVenture 
(20 years), Legal Eagle (20 years) and a Swift gather-
ing. 
 
This yearôs daily themes offered plenty of things to do 
and see. The themes for each day at EAA AirVenture 
2018 included Opening Day (Monday), Innovations 
Day/Royal Air Force Centennial/80th Anniversary of 
the T6s/Harvards/SNJs (Tuesday), WomenVenture 
(Wednesday), Early Jet Day (Thursday), Salute to 
Veterans Day/World War I 100th Anniversary 
(Friday), Year of the Tanker (Saturday) and Closing 
Day (Sunday). 
 
EAA celebrated the 70th anniversary of the Air Force 
Reserve Command dubbed the Year of the Tanker at 
the event. The tanker aircraft plays a vital role in pro-
tection. Tanker aircraft performers aerial refueling 
which is the process of transferring aviation fuel from 
one military aircraft (the tanker) to another (the re-
ceiver) during flight. The two main refueling systems 
are probe-and-drogue and the flying boom. The pro-
cedure allows the receiving aircraft to remain airborne 
longer, extending its range. This is an amazing skill to 
have because once they get within 2-3 feet itôs basi-
cally hand-eye coordination.  
 
On Saturday, EAA had a modern military showcase 

during the airshow that showcased various partici-
pants doing flybys in its refueling configurations. The 
showcase started with the S-3B Viking from NASA 
that did numerous passes before the KC-135R Strato-
tanker from Grissom ARB came inbound simulating 
aerial refueling with an F-22A Raptor from Tyndall 
AFB. The next pass after that was a KC-10A Extend-
er from McGuire AFB dragging an F-22A Raptor 
from Tyndall AFB. Then, the two F-22A Raptors had 
a little fun at show center by burning off its fuel by 
doing numerous high-speed passes. 
 
After the Raptors were done with their part, it was 
time for the tankers to come back inbound. The Stra-
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Oshkosh 2018 Wrapup (cont.) 

totanker and the Extender did one pass in front of the 
crowd with its extender boom still out before they 
exited.  The next to partake in the festivities was the 
HC-130N King Combat from Patrick AFB. The final 
participant was the long-range, subsonic, jet powered, 
strategic bomber known as the B-52H Stratofortress 
from Barksdale AFB. It made two passes to conclude 
the 70th anniversary of the Air Force Reserve Com-
mand celebration at the event.  
 
The Royal Air Force (RAF) celebrated its centennial 
anniversary at the event. The Royal Air Force is the 
United Kingdom's aerial warfare force that was 
formed at the end of World War One on April 1, 
1918. The Royal Flying Corps (RFC) and the Royal 
Naval Air Service (RNAS) merged on April 1, 1918, 
thus forming the Royal Air Force. In attendance they 
had numerous Royal Air Force aircraft. 
  
EAA celebrated the centennial of the final year of 
World War I that featured historic and replica aircraft 
from the era. World War I known as The Great War 
lasted four years, three months and 2 weeks from July 
28, 1941 until November 11, 1918. The featured air-
craft on display were an Albatros D-Va, Bleriot 11, 
de Havilland DH-4, Fokker D.VIII, Morane-Saulnier 
Type L Parasol, Royal Aircraft Factory S.E.5, Sop-
with Camel, Sopwith Pup, Sopwith 7F.1 Snipe and a 
Standard J-1. 
 
A rare opportunity for visitors that visited the event 
saw a Gloster Meteor T.7 WA591 owned by World 
Heritage Air Museum (WHAM) out of Harper 
Woods, Michigan. This beautifully restored Gloster 
Meteor T.7 WA591, is currently the worldôs oldest 
flying original jet in existence. The Gloster Meteor 
was introduced on July 27, 1944 with a collaboration 
between Gloster Aircraft Company and Frank Whit-
tle's Power Jets Ltd. WA591 saw limited time in ser-
vice as a training aircraft for the Royal Air Force. 
WA591 first flew again since being written off in a 
training accident in 1950, after a 20-year restoration 
on June 1, 2011. The Classic Air Force Trust in Cov-
entry, England recently sold this vintage jet to its new 
and current owners the World Heritage Air Museum. 
She had an interesting time getting from Liverpool, 
England to the United States, where her new owners 
anxiously waited to pick her up. She had to be partial-
ly disassembled to make the journey by boat and a 
semi-truck to Hampton Roads Executive Airport in 
Chesapeake, Virginia, where she could be reassem-
bled and be back in the air where she belongs. Her 
new owners, WHAM took her to the skies for the first 
time since acquiring her on June 18, 2018 at Hampton 
Roads Executive Airport. I was so honored to see this 
vintage jet this year as EAA made it possible for this 

unique aircraft to attend the event.  
 
Glenn Research Lab brought the only flyable Lock-
heed S-3 Viking, a S-3B variant (N601NA) to the 
event. NASA's S-3B Viking is equipped to conduct 
science and aeronautics missions. NASA also uses 
this for testing such things as engine icing, environ-
mental monitoring, satellite communications testing 
and aviation safety research. NASA acquired this 
twin-engine turbofan-powered jet aircraft from the 
Navy in 2003 and had to take time to convert it from 
its military configuration to its research configuration. 
This was a unique jet that I hadnôt seen before until it 
was brought this year to EAA AirVenture. 
 
A 1968 Northrop F-5A (N685TC), a civilian owned 
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Oshkosh 2018 Wrapup (cont.) 

supersonic light-fighter owned by Jeffrey Kaney 
made the trip to EAA AirVenture. Northrop Grum-
man developed the Northrop F-5s for a low-cost, 
lightweight, multi-role supersonic fighter. The F-5A 
model made its first flight on July 30, 1959, following 
the success of the three N-156F prototypes that were 
built and tested. The F-5A entered service in the early 
1960s and was used during the Cold War. The last F-
5A was delivered in June 1972. In the 1970s, F-5E 
replaced the F-5A models. The first F-5E flew on Au-
gust 11, 1972. The Northrop F-5s are still used in ser-
vice today. 
 
A Boeing B-29 Superfortress returned for the fourth 
consecutive year. A Boeing B-29A-60-BN Superfor-
tress named ñFifiò owned by the Commemorative Air 
Force appeared here in 2015, 2016 and 2017. She did 
not appear at this event this year. However, a Boeing 
B-29-70-BW Superfortress named ñDocò owned by 
Docôs Friends, Inc. made her second consecutive ap-
pearance after coming here for the first time in 2017.  
 
The United States Air Force brought its C-17 Globe-
master III Demonstration Team to the event for the 
first time since 2009. The C-17 measures 174 feet 
long, 90 feet wide, 170 feet wingspan and is powered 
by four, fully reversible Pratt and Whitney F117 en-
gines. It can go 2,400 nautical miles without refuel-
ing. It can operate from small runways as it only 
needs 3,500. The C-17 can back up like a car if need-
ed. This large military transport demonstration made 
everyone stop what they were doing and look in the 
skies. 
 
With the 75th anniversary of the D-Day landings 
coming up in 2019, EAA celebrated this occasion by 
bringing in several Douglas C-47s and Douglas DC-
3s to the event.  The D-Day Squadron who is putting 
this all together will honor this historic part of history 
in a big way by bringing in 30 or so C-47s/DC-3s 
over to cross the English Channel on June 6, 2019. 
This special flight is to honor the service and sacrifice 
of the soldiers who risked life to bring the start of the 
end of the War in Europe. This will be the largest 
gathering for these types of military transport aircraft 
since D-Day happened.  
 
Western Antique Aeroplane and Automobile Museum 
(WAAAM) from Hood River, Oregon brought three 
military sailplanes to the event for the very first time. 
The three sailplanes they brought were a 1943 Piper 
TG-8 (N46627), Taylorcraft TG-6 (N39177) and a 
1942 Laister-Kuffman TG-4A (N54632). The 1943 
Piper TG-8 and Taylorcraft TG-6 both flew during 
the airshows on July 27 and July 28.  
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Oshkosh 2018 Wrapup (cont.) 

Prior to World War II, the Laister-Kauffman company 
built three two-seat XTG-4 prototypes. Successful 
testing of the XTG-4 lead to the United States Army 
purchasing 150 of these sailplanes designated as the 
TG-4A model. The fuselage is made of fabric-covered 
welded steel tubing, the tail is made of fabric-covered 
wood, the wings is made with wood, plywood, and 
fabric, and itôs also equipped with spoilers and ailer-
ons. The TG-4A was a two-seat sailplane for training 
pilots that has an aspect ratio of 15.1, a maximum 
glide ratio of 22 at 43.2 knots, a g-limit of +6 -3 at 
121.5 knots and a maximum speed of 110 knots. The 
Laister-Kauffman TG-4A didnôt last long in the ser-
vice. 
 
The Taylorcraft TG-6 was a three-seat sailplane for 
training pilots that was based on the L-2 Grasshopper. 
The modifications included a redesigned nose, en-
larged tail, redesigned landing gear, spoilers and an 
extra seat for room up to three people. With three 
seats, it had a span of 36 feet, length of 25 feet 2 inch-
es, and a maximum speed of 121.6 knots. The Tay-
lorcraft TG-6 didnôt last long in the service. 
 
The Piper TG-8 was a three-seat sailplane for training 
pilots that was based on the Piper L-4 Grasshopper. 
The Piper L-4 Grasshopper was based on the Piper J-3 
Cub.  There was a total of 253 built. The United 
States Army Air Forces bought 250 and the United 
States Navy bought three. The modifications included 
a redesigned, nose, enlarged tail, redesigned landing 
gear, spoilers and an extra seat for room up to three 
people. With three seats, it had a span of 35 feet 2 
inches, length of 23 feet, and a maximum speed of 
106 knots. The Piper TG-8 didnôt last long in the ser-
vice.  
 
A Douglas B-26K Invader "Special Kay" owned by 
James Reynolds came to the event for the first time 
since post restoration. The Douglas A-26/B-26 Invad-
er is an American twin-engine light bomber and 
ground attack aircraft built by Douglas Aircraft Com-
pany during World War II. This versatile bomber en-
tered combat in 1944 and was retired in 1980 with 
2,452 built and only a few still flying today.  
 
John DôAlessandris brought his 1949 Bell 47D1 heli-
copter to EAA AirVenture Oshkosh for the first time. 
This helicopter was featured in the M*A*S*H (TV 
series) that aired on CBS from 1972 to 1983. In the 
opening scene, Johnôs Bell is the closest to the cam-
era. This helicopter was built in July 1951 at the Bell 
Aircraft facility. This helicopter served as a Navy 
trainer during its time with the service. After the ser-
vice, San Bernardino Valley Junior College used it as 
a training aircraft. In 1972, it was then purchased by 
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Adrian Grieve. Grieve sent it to Bell Helicopters to 
get it touched up. After Grieve owned it, John 
DôAlessandris purchased it. This helicopter has three 
seats and a cruising speed of 97 knots. It was so cool 
seeing this helicopter that was used on M*A*S*H*!   
 
A very rare sight was to see two Grumman Tigercats 
F7F-3s on the grounds as there are only six airworthy 
in the world today as a 1945 Grumman F7F-3 Tiger-
cat owned by Tigercat N7629C LCC. and a 1945 
Grumman F7F-3N Tigercat owned by Tigercat 
N379AK LLC came to the event. Both are in marvel-
ous condition. Grumman manufactured the Tigercats 
and started the build process in June of 1941 with the 
prototype version dubbed as the XF7F-1. The heavy 
fighter aircraft that served with the United States Na-
vy and the United States Marine Corps during its time 
in the Korean War. The Warbird features four wing 
mounted 20 millimeter AN/M3 cannons and four fu-
selage mounted .50 caliber M2 Browning machine 
guns. The Tigercat has two Pratt & Whitney R-28000 
Wasp radial engines that produced 2,100 horsepower 
at 400 knots maximum speed. Over the course of time 
it saw many different variants such as the F7F-1, F7F-
1N, XF7F-2N, F7F-2N, F7F-2D, F7F-3, F7F-3N, F7F
-3E, F7F-3P and the F7F-4N.  
 
Honeywell Aerospace brought its Boeing 757-200 
(N757HW) test aircraft as part of their Honeywellôs 
Power of Connected World. It arrived on July 22 and 
departed on July 24. It was open for tours for the pub-
lic during its stay. This aircraft is used for transmit-
ting, receiving, analyzing and sharing data of avionics 
and weather data that reduces the cost of spending. 
Also, on board is Honeywell's JetWave satellite com-
munications system that provides reliable Ka-band 
connectivity. Other features on the aircraft include 
live streaming of FaceTime, a live broadcast of Net-
flix shows, Honeywellôs wheels & brakes system and 
Honeywellôs next-gen cockpit technology. The weird 
looking engine that is mounted on the right side is a 
Honeywell TPE331-14 turboprop with a Hartzell five-
bladed composite propeller. The other engines are two 
Rolls-Royce RB211-535E4-37 turbofans. I was able 
to get inside this aircraft to look around to see what 
exactly they do.  
 
The 1/3-scale B-17 bomber known as ñBally Bomb-
er,ò built by Jack Bally Sr. from Dixon, Illinois visit-
ed the event for the first time. It was located all week 
long at the Replica Fighters Association area. This is 
a 1/3 scale that is based on the legendary heavy 
bomber, the Boeing B-17G Flying Fortress. This is 
not a radio control airplane as it is manned by a real 
person. If you search the FAA database under the reg-
istration number ñN41MEò youôll find the aircraft 

description for this unique type. The aircraft was built 
by using plans from a 1/9 scale radio control model 
aircraft. It is powered by four Hirth 3002 4-cylinder 2-
stroke engines, spans 34ǋ 7ǌ and weighs an estimated 
1,800 lbs. It has a fuel capacity of 42 gallons. At the 
event, Bally Bomber won numerous awards such as a 
Homebuilt Special Award for outstanding accomplish-
ment for designing and building a 1/3-scale B-17G, a 
Replica Fighter Associationôs Best WWII Replica 
Award for outstanding accomplishment for designing 
and building a 1/3-scale B-17G and a Perseverance 
Award for recognition of the EAA members who have 
pursued, with stamina and tenacity, the ultimate fulfill-
ment of building an aircraft no matter how long it 
took. If it flies by person or a remote control you are 
going to see it here.  


