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From the Desk of the President 

Next Meeting - March 14th 7PM - John BrueschñPainting 
Deere Wiman Carriage House ñ 817 11th Avenue Moline, Illinois (click for a Map)  

        T H E   E X P E R I M E N T A L   A I R C R A F T   A S S O C I A T I O N 

Newsletter of Chapter 75 
Quad-Cities of Illinois and Iowa, USA 

March 2020                 chapters.eaa.org/EAA75/   (NEW!!) 
www.facebook.com/EAA75/ 

This month I am writing to you from the aspects of a 
Vintage Pilot. 
 
I hope your February has been as good to you as it 
has been to me. I actually got a total of three hours 
flying during the month of February. It all started out 
with a call from a friend of mine. He asked me what 
kind of intercom system I use in my Taylorcraft. I 
told Paul K that I would go down to the hanger and 
take some pictures and send him exactly what I have. 
You see the Taylorcraft doesn't have any electrical 
system, no generator, 12 volt battery or starter. Note, 
this makes it ADSB exempt. More on that subject of 
ADSB in another post. This also requires the use of 
small battery powered devices, for the intercom, radio 
and iPad. 
 
The next day I went down to the airport, now realized 
I had taken the intercom and the radio and the push to 
talk mic switch out of the Taylorcraft because a 
young couple had used the Taylorcraft to take some 
wedding photos a couple of weeks ago. I proceeded to 
place the Sigtronics intercom out on the floor to take 
some good pictures. Noticing I left the ON switch in 
the ON position. The intercom has an internal 9 volt 

battery and it is now dead. This also leads me to think 
at this time of winter the batteries are probably weak 
in the handheld radio, my Sporty's 200.  I decided to 
take the whole system home and swap out all the bat-
teries. Preparing the intercom and radio for spring 
flying. The point is that preparation was/is a good 
thing!  
 
BECAUSE!! 

(Continued on page 2) 

https://maps.google.com/?q=817+11th+Avenue+Moline+IL
chapters.eaa.org/EAA75/
https://www.facebook.com/EAA75/
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March 14th Chapter Meeting 
 
WE are at Deere-Wiman in March!! 
 
The March Chapter Meeting will be held on Saturday, 
March 14th at 7PM. It will be held at the Deere-
Wiman Carriage House, located at 817 11th Avenue 
in Moline, IL.  
 
The program for the March meeting, held on 14 
March,  will be a presentation by our Tool Guy, John 
Bruesch.  He built a portable spray paint booth which 
he uses in his garage to paint stuff for his Airplane 
project as well as other parts, components and sub-
assemblies of his  other projects such as old motorcy-
cles and furniture.  I am sure we will all get some 
good ideas from this presentation.  They say the devil 
is in the details and if past performance is any indica-
tion of John's program, there will plenty of details.  
See you there.  

From The Desk of the President 

The very next Sunday in the middle of February the 
outside temperature was approaching 42 degrees, 
winds were calm and the sky was clear blue. I opened 
the door to the hanger let the sunshine in and ñMother 
Nature's heat warmed up the aircraftò, hanger and the 
cockpit.  
 
Quote from Ed L. who hangers next to me. Yes, our 
hangers face straight south. I rolled the aircraft out, 
after installing my radio and doing a full Preflight, set 
the brakes, (a lot of the time I will even chock the 
front tires), tie the tail to a buried steel stake on the 
side of the cement pad. I preloaded the engine with 
the mags turned ñOFFò, double checking the mag 
switch, with two good shots of prime. By hand turn-
ing the prop two blades this charges a couple of the 
cylinders with a fresh charge of gas/air mixture. Usu-
ally on the second hand prop the engine takes right 
off. I let the engine warm up. Yes, that is how you 
start a lot of vintage aircraft. Hand propping is a tech-
nique anybody can learn. Now following my own 
preflight checklist, Taylorcraft did not print that I 
know about, set the altimeter, set my 8-day clock, 
check for good oil pressure, check primer is locked, 
released my parking brake, check flight controls are 
free and clear, check radio set to 123.00. Now if we 
donôt follow the checklist, we forget items, yes I have 
forgotten to release the parking brakes. OOPS!!!  
 
I untied the tail first then after climbing into the cock-
pit I proceeded with my Preflight checklist ,setting 

(Continued from page 1) 

the altimeter today it was set to 30.08, High pressure 
zone in the area, just an amazing beautiful Sunday 
afternoon for flying. Made a radio call, ñDeparting T 
hangers for runway 21ò. Today asking Carver if they 
could hear my radio transmission, didn't get a reply? 
 
Taxied out to runway 21, did my run up everything 
sounded, and looked great. Another good indication 
was a red tail hawk sitting on a landing runway light. 
Note: if he is around there most likely no Canadian 
geese or ducks in the pattern area, which is a very 
good thing. He sat there until I proceeded to taxi by, 
course he was just out hunting for mice. When you 
have an owl or a hawk, eagle crosses your path on 
any endeavor, flying, hunting or fishing it is usually a 
good thing. Also usually indicates the weather is 
good. 
  
My mission today was just to complete three touch 
and goes and go out to the practice area. I flew up to 
the Wapsi river area, also known as the practice area, 
North Northwest of KDVN. On the way there I flew 
over the top of my son's acreage. As I was climbing 
out, lo and behold in front of me was a very large 
AMERICAN Bald Eagle. I've encountered them be-
fore. Making sure that I don't enter his airspace and 
he doesn't enter mine. He did a complete dive bomber 
maneuver to exit from our close proximity airspace. 
Now out over to the practice area enjoying the after-
noon the internal temperature of the cockpit was now 
up to 52 degrees the winds were light and variable 
proceeded out over the Wapsi river. Out over Kenny 
Conrad's grass air strip. Another reason to be out 
there. Kennyôs strip makes for a great emergency 
strip if needed while practicing. Kennyôs strip is just 
north of the Long Grove Pumpkin patch and about 3 
miles west of Hwy 61, just along the Wapsi River. 
Decided after I did some maneuvers that I would head 
over towards Lost Grove Lake to see if there was any-
body out ice fishing. Reaching highway 61 I encoun-
tered another bald eagle. He was farther out away 

(Continued on page 3) 
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From The Desk of the President 

from me when he realized I was entering his airspace. 
He also did a nice exit maneuver. 
 
Realizing I had the sun was to my back which would 
make a good photo op of the ice and the water flow-
ing down the Wapsi. I took a couple of pictures and 
took a short video with my iPhone. I like to share a 
few photos on the Facebook Taylorcraft group page. 
Oh yeah Facebook most likely has a group you can 
join that covers your aircraft or your type of flying for 
sharing new information. Now making sure that I 
donôt drop my iPhone into the floor of the cockpit 
could be (fun), yes dangerous! 
 
Returning to KDVN to use runway 21 out over to the 
east, using normal pattern basic procedure. I go out 
over the Mount Joy John Deere facility. There I make 
a radio call at that location, 45 into the pattern and 
proceed to go downwind, radio announcement down 
wind, crosswind and enter the pattern, radio call 
ñDavenport Traffic 95909 Taylorcraft on final, run-
way 21, Davenportò, for a nice final landing of the 
day. Another piece of info for us flying in and out of 
KDVN on calm air days the normal runway to use is 
33/15. This is fine but it is more taxing for me rather 
than using runway 21 going to and from the T hang-
ers. It was a very nice flight on a very nice Sunday 
afternoon. The winds light and variable and warm for 
the middle of February. I hope your February was as 
nice to you and I hope March turns out to be just as 
good. Oh by the way the very next Saturday and Sun-
day was two more very nice days for flying, I got an-
other 1.7 hours of flying in also!! 
 
We are proceeding with EAA chapter 75 goals as can 
be expected. Our website is 99% complete, Adam 
Santic is doing a great job! We're waiting for the 
computer software to be implemented to redirect the 
old website to the new website. Other projects are on 
schedule and we're hoping that our spring and sum-
mer activities jell up. Have a good March/Spring, and 
do some preparation to have a good next flight! See 
you at the Saturdayôs coffee and the next Saturdayôs 
meeting. IMC CLUB is the 1st Tuesday of the month. 
See website for detailed information and location. 
 
We should think and plan to have a 16 May2020 
òFlying Start Programò. We would receive 2 free 
tickets to Oshkosh Air Adventure if we do! This can 
be accomplished any day in May. These tickets we 
can use as we see fit. And maybe get some new mem-
bers and help start someone flying. 
  
 

(Continued from page 2) 

An Update from Chapter 75õs 2nd Ray 
ScholarñAddison Slavish 

This month didnôt start out great due to weather, as 
we had a few lessons get canceled, but by the end of 
the month, we were getting lessons in 2-3 times per 
week. Total for the month, my instructor Alex and I 
were able to get 9 lessons in, totaling 9.5 hours.  
 
Towards the beginning, I was just trying to get com-
fortable in the 172, as I was previously flying our 
Cherokee 140s. Iôm feeling more and more comforta-
ble with each lesson, and Iôm seeing lots of improve-
ment in maneuvers and pattern work. Iôm not com-
pletely confident in the pattern, as Iôm finding it diffi-
cult to get a feel for things (same goes for ground ref-
erence maneuvers), but since I was able to get the 
Sportyôs Private Pilot course under the scholarship, I 
use it to review between lessons and Iôve found it 
helps a lot to watch the videos and review before I go 
up again.  
 
I think February was a great start for my first month 
of training, and I canôt wait to see what March brings 
(hopefully some nicer weather)!  

New EAA Chapter in Galesburg (from 
Dave Wilson) 

A new EAA chapter will officially begin this Satur-
day, Feb 29th at the Galesburg Airport with its first 
meeting at 3:00 PM.  It's about time.  I'll share my 
RV-8 experiences with them at some point.  http://
davidwilson-usaf-rv8.blogspot.com/ 
 
David L. Wilson   (309) 368-9993 
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February Board of Directors Meeting 
Minutes 

CALL TO ORDER: The meeting was called to or-
der by Chapter President Jim Skadal at 6:00 pm. 
  
MEMBERS PRESENT: Jim Skadal, Ron Franck, 
Ron Ehrecke, Don Fey, Adam Santic, John Riedel, 
Nick Anagnos, Marty Santic (remote), Carl Brown. 
 
THOSE NOT PRESENT:  None. 
 
OTHERS PRESENT:  Rich Lowe, Tom Shelton 
 
TREASURERS REPORT:  The treasurerôs report 
was read by Ron Ehrecke.  A motion to accept the 
treasurerôs report was made by Nick Anagnos and 
was seconded by Carl Brown. Approval by the board 
was unanimous.  
 
APPROVAL OF MEETING MINUTES:   
There was no January meeting due to weather, and 
the December meeting was replaced by our Christmas 
party.  A motion to approve the November minutes as 
published in the December newsletter was made by 
Carl Brown and was seconded by Nick Anagnos.  
Approval of the board was unanimous.   
 
OLD BUSINESS:   
Jim Skadal read a list of committee chairs, tech coun-
selors and other volunteers for 2020, as approved by 
the incoming board.  They are: 
 
Tool Library:  John Bruesch 
Flight Advisor:  Bernie Nitz 
Repair Barn:  Bernie Nitz 
Young Eagles:  Bob Thomas 
Program Coordinator: Rich Lowe 
Air Academy Advisor: Jim Skadal 
Newsletter Editor: Marty Santic 
Web Editor:  Adam Santic 
IMC/VMC Club: Paul Fisher, Bernie Nitz, Ron               
   Franck 
Scholarship Coordinator:  Keith Williams 
Tech Counselors: Jim Smith, Terry Crouch, 
   Paul Kirik, Cy Galley 
1500 Club:  Rich Lowe 
Project Manager: Tom Shelton, Aviation Na-
   tion Project  
 
                                                                                                                                                                                                      
NEW BUSINESS:  
A Gold Banner award from EAA for Chapter 75 ac-
tivities in 2019 was presented by Jim Skadal. 
 
Adam Santic has been working on our new web site 
on EAA.org.  Cy Galley has been asked to redirect 

the ñoldò Chapter 75 site/URL to point to the new 
presence on the EAA site. EAA asks us to send (to 
Adam) pictures of ourselves, projects and/or aircraft 
for inclusion. 
 
Ron Franck suggested that we remove our names and 
addresses from our old flying magazines, maps, etc., 
and replace them with a Chapter 75 reference, and 
leave them at barber shops, doctorsô offices, libraries. 
 
Jim Skadal reported that at a recent IMC club meet-
ing the topic of flying into known ice vs. forecasted 
was discussed, and that it would be a good topic for a 
general meeting. 
 
Bernie Nitz on EAR:  Reminded all that, beginning 
next month, ñanyoneò can volunteer for any ñjobò 
that interests them at AirVenture, via the EAA web-
site. 
 

A U-Haul trailer is on reserve for transport to/from 
EAR activities.  Nick Anagnos volunteered to pull 
the trailer up and back. 

 
Jim Skadal will ask Marty to poll the membership to 
see there is enough interest for Chapter 75 to ñhostò a 
pancake breakfast at AirVenture.  Twelve people are 
required to operate this activity. 
 
Ron Franck reported that, like other precision equip-
ment, our compression tester(s) should be calibrated. 
After some discussion, John Bruesch said heôs check 
with the folks who calibrate our other equipment. 
 
Tom Shelton forwarded Jim Smithôs recommendation 
that we purchase a long ñgrabber,ò for jobs like re-
trieving a dropped valve without removing a calen-
dar.  Moved by Don Fey, seconded by John Riedel 
that John Bruesch purchase one for EAR, up to $100.  
Motion carried. 
 
Rich Lowe on program schedule:  March coffee at 
Johnsonôs in Geneseo, March program ï how to set 
up a spray painting area in your hangar/garage by 
John Bruesch.   
 
April coffee open, April program ï landing a Bonan-
za in a corn field with engine out. 
 
A motion to adjourn the meeting was made by Carl 
Brown and was seconded by John Riedel.  The meet-
ing was adjourned at 6:50 pm. 
 
These minutes respectfully submitted by Don Fey, 
Secretary.                        
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This month, hope to see all at our 1st Saturday of the 
Month coffee hosted by Bob Johnson & Shellie Darr  
at his ñairplane factoryò in Geneseo. The place is 
heated!! Come for some good hangar talk and meet 
your fellow chapter members. DRIVE IN: Interstate 
80 to the Geneseo Exit. The address is 19102 E. 
1600th St. Geneseo, IL From the exit ramp of I-80 in 
Geneseo, turn north and go .8 miles to Rt. 6 East. 
Turn right and go 1.6 miles to 1600 E. Turn right and 
go 0.3 miles, shop is the grey barn on the left.   
 
Bob Johnson is building a Rans S-20 Raven.  The 
Geneseo Gen-Air Park - 3G8 address is 20035 E 
1700th St, Geneseo, IL 61254 and is a 3 minute drive 
from his location.   You can fly in and arrange for 
pickup via Bob or Shellie. Bob's Cell is 309-489-
6572 

February General Meeting Minutes 

CALL TO ORDER:  The meeting was called to or-
der at 7:00 pm by Chapter President, Jim Skadal.  
  
VISITORS AND NEW MEMBERS:  Jim Sweeney, 
program presenter; Addison Slavish, 2020 Rayôs 
Scholarship selectee; Paul Slavish, Addisonôs father; 
New members Alma Mariano and Daniel Wolford. 
 
TREASURERS REPORT:  The treasurerôs report 
was read by Ron Ehrecke.   The treasurerôs report was 
approved at the Board of Directorôs meeting.  
 
APPROVAL OF MEETING MINUTES:  The 
minutes of the last meeting as published in the De-
cember newsletter were approved at the Board of Di-
rectors meeting.  
 
TOOL LIBRARY:  John Bruesch displayed the re-
placement mallet for the one that was ñbrokenò at 
AirVenture.  Reported that there are new, reor-
ganized, clipboards in the tool room. Reported that 
heôll be purchasing the extraction tool as directed by 
the board, and will have the compression tester cali-
brated. 
 
TECH COUNSELOR REPORT:  Jim Smith did a 
full exam of the left wing Ron Franckôs Panther. 
 
FLIGHT ADVISOR REPORT:  Nothing to report. 
 
REPAIR BARN:  Invitations to returning EAR vol-
unteers will be delivered shortly. ñNew volunteersò 
should contact Bernie. Additionally, in March, the 
EAA web site will post signup opportunities for all 
AirVenture activities. 
 
YOUNG EAGLES:  Anticipate six or seven events 
in 2020, starting in May. 
 
PROGRAM COORDINATOR:  Look for schedule 
in the newsletter. 
 
AIR ACADEMY ADVISOR:  Jim Skadal reported 
two Academy attendees for 2020: 
Weôre sending Sam Bivens, a 14-15 year old, and 
Laura Azuela, a 12-13 year old. 
 
NEWSLETTER EDITOR:  Nothing to report. 
 
WEB EDITOR:  Adam Santic has built a new web 
site on EAA.ORG.  Weôve asked Cy to have our 
ñoldò web site redirect users to the new site, and list 
the new URL on the front page of the old site.  Chap-
ter membership roster will appear on the new site, and 
members are asked to send their pictures to Adam, as 
well as pictures of their aircraft, projects, adventures. 

 
VMC/IMC CLUB:  Nothing to report.     
 
SCHOLARSHIP COORDINATOR:  Recognized 
Nick Hayes, out 2019 participant, who passed his pri-
vate pilot flight test in December.  Keith presented 
Nick with an EAA shirt and a set of EAA ñwings.ò 
Introduced Addison Slavish, our 2020 participant.  
Addison works at Carver as does Nick. We encour-
aged Addison to contact chapter members to be in-
cluded in chapter activities, to meet her ñtwice 
monthlyò requirement of chapter involvement. 
 
OLD BUSINESS:  For all motions, need names of 
both chapter members and whether the motion passed 
or not passed.     
 
NEW BUSINESS:   A Gold Banner award from 
EAA for Chapter 75 activities in 2019 was presented 
to the Chapter by Jim Skadal, along with thanks to the 
2019 Chapter leadership and members. 
 
Tom Shelton spoke about the Aviation Nation ñbuild 
an aircraftò project.  Weôve received preliminary in-
formation to build an RV-12 with grants for tools, 
kits, etc.  Estimated cost is $113,000. Scott County 
School District is excited to participate. 
 
PROGRESS REPORTS / GENERAL DISCUS-
SION:   A motion to adjourn the meeting was made 
by Nick Anagnos and was seconded by Nick Hayes.  
The meeting was adjourned at 7:52 pm. 
 
THE EVENING PROGRAM: Multi-function Dis-
play ï on your cell phone and iPad by Jim Sweeney. 
 
These minutes respectfully submitted by: Don Fey, 
Secretary 

March Coffee Info - Sat March 7th 
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February Coffee at Clinton, February 
Meeting Photos 
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Jerryõs BlogñFebruary 2020 (from Jerry 
Coussens) 

Itôs January the 26th, and Iôm taking my annual air-
plane trip to Fort Meyers and Key Largo. Iôm usually 
glad to get where its warm for a few days, but this 
year the weather has been so warm (sorta) I could 
have forgone this trip.  Itôs a busy year with many 
things to do for business and the home show is com-
ing in a week. I also have been making progress on 
my Lancair 4 and am into the building process. Hav-
ing said all that I was ready for an airplane trip south, 
I like long distance personal airplane travel. 
 
The weather in Davenport, ceilings at 800ô and 28 
degrees. Like many trips this time of year my concern 
is ice in the clouds.  All indications said it was a thin 
layer so the trip is on. I departed at 9:30 Central time 
from Davenport airport. I received my clearance and 
departed on 21. The layer was 1,000ô think and I did-
nôt attract any ice. I climbed to 7,000ô in clear air 
heading south to KTHA for fuel. I could have traveled 
further south for fuel, but like to get fuel before or 
after Atlanta.  Atlanta is busy airspace so I would ra-
ther travel through and not stop. As I approached 
Nashville I am in and out of clouds and as usual I was 
told to deviate for traffic. I have ordered a new auto 
pilot but it hasnôt come yet so anytime Iôm not follow-
ing the GPS I need to hand fly the plane to stay on 
course and altitude.  
 
This is no problem but my airplane needs constant 
attention while hand flying (on the instruments) . An-
other problem with the AP is there is an oscillation 
problem it seems to sensitive in pitch so it goes up 
and down a few feet. Not enough to cause navigation 
problems but it does make me sea sick (nauseous).  
 
After Nashville I was handed to Memphis ATC to let 
down to THA. Once I was clear of clouds I canceled 
IFR and landed in partly cloudy skies.  Full of fuel I 
headed for FMY, (Fort Meyers Paige Field) I filed for 
9,000ô as it worked so good to be at 7,000ô on the way 
down lets go higher for less fuel consumption. I as-
sumed I left the cold air in QC so we are good with 
ice. As I approached Atlanta I entered clouds and 
started to get rime ice so I asked for 7,000ô again.  As  
 
I passed 8,000ô the ice started to detach in the slip 
stream.  As usual ATC had me deviate to Lagrange 
VOR to take me around their traffic. Iôm now flying 
over a cloud base which remains till I see the Gulf. 
Itôs 3:00pm, the sun is going down and it is reflecting 
off the water (a photo opportunity). As I pass Tampa 
the controller says he is losing my transponder. With 
this in mind I report my altitude each time they give 
me a new altitude. I have no idea what that is all 
about, is my transponder going bad? As Iôm passed to 

Miami they seem to read it fine. My goal is to get 
home and check it there. Iôm vectored around Fort 
Meyers Int. airport to land at Paige field. As I turn on 
base approach tells me Iôm cleared to land on 5 which 
is weird since that is towers job (at least that is what I 
thought I heard). As I switch to tower I say Iôm 
cleared for runway 5 and the tower comes back with 
your not cleared unless I clear you. This was no sur-
prise thatôs why I checked. 
 
On the ground in Paige I park at Base Ops, this was 
going to be a fuel top off as my friend (who lives in 
Cape Coral) and I were heading to X51 ñHomestead 
Generalò to stay in Key Largo. Instead of going IFR I 
decided to use flight following over the Everglades at 
5,000ô as I was ready to relax after 6 hours of travel. 
The flight to X51 is 37 min. long. As we approach 
Homestead the sun is setting.  We land on 36 and taxi 
to a parking place. Everyone is gone and we were 
lucky to get an Uber to key Largo. 
  
Iôll report on the return trip on the next blog. Jerry 
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Jerryõs BlogñMarch 2020 (from Jerry 
Coussens) 

Itôs January 29th Thursday morning and Iôm in Florida 
at the Fort Meyers, KFMY, planning to head home. 
The weather is a balmy 70 degrees and sunny, thun-
der storms had moved through last night. More 
storms are coming in tomorrow, thus the reason to 
head home a day early. While prepping the plane I 
took a napkin and cleaned the oil off the transponder 
antenna hoping this will solve the lost transponder 
signal Tampa had complained about. I get my clear-
ance to THA for fuel stop. Tallahoma, TN is my stop 
because it is easy, fuel is cheap and it is right on my 
way.   
 
My friend Rob dropped me off at Paige field around 
8:30 then left for his appointment. With no company I 
could relax as I do my preflight. Everything checks 
out so I get myself strapped in for the long trip home. 
I call ground for my clearance (same freq). Iôm 
cleared as filed which is direct to Lakeland VOR then 
direct to THA at 8,000ô.  
 
I taxi to the end of runway 5 and wait for landing traf-
fic, there is a P51 flying around to promote the war 
birds at the FBO raising money with tours. The P51 
fly's overhead then turns downwind for 5. I didnôt 
mind staying till he lands, after he turns on the Taxi-
way Iôm cleared to leave. As Iôm climbing to my alti-
tude Iôm vectored to keep me clear of traffic. Before I 
get to my altitude Iôm passing in and out of cumulus 
clouds, not many bumps. Iôm cleared on course and 
am handed off to Miami approach. Throughout the 
entire trip home no one lost my transponder so clean-
ing off the antenna did the trick. 
 
Iôve got a 5 kts headwind as I pass into Georgia with 
mostly clear skies.  Plane is working great with the 
exception the autopilot is doing that purposing again. 
I make the decision Iôm no longer going  cross coun-
try till I get that fixed. ATC calls and ask if I want to 
go over the coming MOA or around, I opt to cross 
over which is 10,000ô.  About 100 mi from ATL Iôm 
given a new course. Iôm sent to LaGrange VOR 
which takes me to the west of ATL and keeps me 
clear of their airspace and traffic. After passing La-
grange ATC continues to vector me to avoid traffic.  
 
That ADS-B is sure nice, I can see the traffic he is 
moving me around. Having said that I never saw any 
of them with my own eyes. Iôm watching my gas 
gauge as I get close to THA. I like landing with one 
hour left in tanks and Iôm down to 45 minutes. I con-
sole myself with the fact that 45 minutes is 150 miles 
but I still like to have more cushion. As I approach 
THA I cancel IFR and descend for an easy landing on 
18. Taxi up to the pumps and shut down. Three and 

one half hrs. down and two to go.  I have the tanks 
topped off and find I have 3 more gallons on board 
then I thought so I did have my hour.  
 
After a break I depart and climb to 8,000ô in broken 
clouds. I contact Memphis approach and get my IFR 
clearance. Iôm then told to contact Nashville who 

(Continued on page 9) 
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Jerryõs BlogñMarch 2020 (cont.) 

vectors me to the west to avoid traffic, Iôm still travel-
ing 10 degrees west when Iôm handed to Fort Camp-
bell approach. I ask if I can turn direct home and he 
clears me to do so. A layer of clouds has formed un-
der me perhaps 2,000ô below and now clouds are 
building in front of me. I watch for ice and after a bit 
I see rime ice forming on the wings and windshield. 
As I look up I see what looks like a tint of blue so I 
ask for higher and am cleared for 10,000ô shortly I 
breakout at 8,500ô in clear blue skies. Soon the clouds 
right below me breakup and Iôm left with a layer at 
7,000ô as far as the eye can see.   
 
This is the layer that has hovered over the Quad Cities 
for the past week making for bleak weather. I check 
the weather at DVN, itôs 1,400ô with 10 miles vis. Itôs 
VFR but I need to come down through the cloud deck 
to get there. Outside temp is -1 C. Odds are good I 
might run into ice.  As I contact MLI I ask if there has 
been any reports of ice, he says there have been. I tell 
him I want DVN ILS-15 and he says weôll keep you 
up above as long as we can. True to his word he vec-
tors me north of DVN then tells me to descend pilot 
discretion to 3,000ô while he vectors me to the ILS. 
He then turns me to 180 and clears me to intercept 
ILS 15.  
 
Iôm on my own following the needles ñpoorlyò I 
might add. Although there is wind it is only 13 kts I 
should be doing better, the controller ask me how Iôm 
doing as he sees Iôm not on target. Iôm coming into 
VFR conditions so I cancel VFR, I look at the wings 
and report there is light icing. Upon landing and taxi-
ing to my hanger Iôm wondering why I did such a 
poor approach, was I fatigued as I had no AP and was 
hand flying?  
 
After I put the plane away I notice there is about 
3/16ò glare ice on the wings more than I thought, 
good to be home. I have been thinking about my poor 
approach and think I have come to a conclusion. I 
was focusing on hand flying the airplane and worked 
at doing it perfectly as I was vectored down though 
the cloud deck. I believe I did a good job keeping 
plane controlled and on the coarse given to me.  
 
So far so good, but when I was cleared to the ILS ap-
proach it was now time to pick headings as were ap-
propriate to me. This added duty was my breaking 
point  which is why I flew such a poor approach. At 
least that is my hypotheses. The lesson Iôm taking 
away from this is ñIôm done flying approaches with-
out a working APò itôs just too much work load for 

(Continued from page 8) 

me as I just donôt fly enough approaches to be profi-
cient hand flying them. 
As I write this, my new Trutrak AP is on my bench at 
home. The wrong controller came and Iôm working 
on that, but I got the rest of it. Iôm building one air-
craft and maintaining another. Although I donôt like 
the burden itôs still like Christmas when the UPS man 
comes.  My brake calipers have been leaking all sum-
mer, Iôve fixed them three times, now that Iôm back 
from trip I see they are leaking again.  Iôm done with 
that I ordered new brakes from Matco. Still waiting 
for that to come, plane is grounded till I have brakes I 
can count on. 2019 will go down in my life as the 
year everything broke on my Lancair 235/360 per-
haps it is just mad because Iôm building a replace-
ment.  
 
I plan to work on the wings of the 4 this week end as I 
think I can finish them and move them out of my 
shop (pretty tired of walking around them  crew has-
nôt complained, just me).   
 
See you at the airport,  Jerry 
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Check Rides (from Richard Lowe) 

When I took my check ride for my private certificate 
in May 1969, there was actually two check rides go-
ing on at once:  Mine and that of the Designated Pilot 
Examiner.  Our Army Flying Club at Phillips Army 
Airfield on Aberdeen Proving Ground, MD, was for-
tunate to have access to a Designated Pilot Examiner 
only ten miles away.  He was the manager of a small 
airport. He had given a lot of check rides to club 
members over the years.  This was before the days of 
the Practical Test Standards and the DPE had a lot of 
latitude in how he or she ran the test.  We will call the 
DPE Fred. 
 
Then, along came a club member, student pilot who 
was an engineer at an Army weapon facility near the 
Proving Ground.  He was taking instruction from the 
same CFI that was training me. He was a rather 
strange duck.  Our club maintenance officer said he 
reminded him of a "little kid about to wet his pants".  
He was always talking when he might have been lis-
tening.  The day came for him to take his check ride 
and he returned from the test  and told  the CFI that 
he had failed.  She asked what went wrong and he 
told her that he lost 100 feet in a 720 degree turn and 
Fred failed him.   
 
Without checking the story, the word went out that 
you did not want to use "mean old Fred" for a DPE.  
The search went out by the students for an alternative 
and some one came up with a guy in central Dela-
ware.  Word on the street was that if you could not fly 
when you got there, this guy would teach you during 
the test.  He never failed anyone.  The story went on 
that if the student was the standard   FAA 170 pound-
er, the student, the DPE and full fuel would put a 
Cessna 150 grossly over weight, but the test went on 
anyway.  One of the students went down for his pri-
vate check ride and could not find the little airport 
this guy operated.  He came home still a student pilot. 
 
Even though I was a student pilot, I was appointed as 
club operations officer.  I said we had to do some-
thing about the DPE situation.  When my time came, I 
scheduled with Fred.  The test was not that bad.  
Landing at the same airport we left, some hood work 
and several questions on navigation.  He asked me to 
demonstrate the VOR and asked me several times to 
show him on the chart our location. One landing and 
we were done.  After the test I told Fred he was tak-
ing a check ride also.  I told him about the guy he 
failed.  Fred said he wondered why he was not getting 
any students from our club.  He said the 720 is not 
part of the private ride.  What really happened to the 
guy who failed was he could not navigate.  Fred said 
he  told him to plan a flight to York. PA and he head-

ed north to the  Susquehanna River. I asked him 
where he was going and he said he planned to follow 
the river to York.  Fred  told him the  river does not 
go to York.  He said he still wanted to follow the riv-
er.  Fred said I can't give a license to someone who 
can't navigate. He will get lost and run out of gas.   
Fred told him to have his CFI call him to discuss ad-
ditional training needed.  He never got a call from the 
CFI.  (By the way, if Fred failed a student, he gave 
him or her his money back.)   
 
I went back and reported the details to my CFI.  The 
guy eventually got his ticket and we had a few more 
incidents with him.  He left the proving ground for 
New York one day and turned south.  Lucky for him, 
another pilot was with him and got him headed north.  
His wife as I recall, refused to get in a plane with the 
guy. I guess the teaching point of all this is don't be-
lieve all the stuff you hear in aviation, especially 
when you are new to the game.  

It has always puzzled me as to why the German Luft-
waffe kept on using  87 Octane Aviation Gasoline 
while the Americans and British used 100 Octane 
Gasoline in their Spitfire Fighters and Americans 
used 130 Octane in our P-51 and other fighters. This 
morning I discovered the reason! 
  
This is a declassified article by the British Society of 
Chemists (Declassified in 2014) 
      
It seems that the German and British aircraft both 
used 87 Octane Gasoline in the first two years of the 
war. While that was fairly satisfactory in the German 
Daimler-Benz V-12 engine, It was marginal in the 
British Rolls-Royce Merlin XX engine in British air-
craft. It fouled the spark-plugs, caused valves to stick, 
And made frequent engine repair problems. 
      
Then came lend- lease and American aircraft began 
to enter British service in great numbers. If British 
engines hated 87 Octane Gasoline, American, Gen-
eral Motors Built, Allison 1710 engines loathed and 
despised it.  
      
Something had to be done! 
      
Along came an American named Tim Palucka, a 
chemist for Sun Oil in their Southeast Texas Refin-
ery. Never heard of him? Small wonder, very few 
people have. He took a French formula for enhancing 

(Continued on page 11) 

World War II Trivia - Aviation  
Gasoline  (from Bob Weil)  
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World War II Trivia - Aviation Gas 

the octane of Gasoline, and invented the "Cracking 
Tower" and produced 100 Octane Aviation Gasoline. 
This discovery led to great joy among our English 
Cousins and great distress among the Germans. 
      
A Spitfire fueled with 100 Octane Gasoline was 34 
miles per hour faster at 10,000 feet. The need to re-
place engines went from every 500 hours of operation 
to every 1,000 hours. Which reduced the cost of Brit-
ish aircraft by 300 Pounds Sterling. Even more, when 
used in 4 engine bombers.  The Germans couldn't 
believe it when Spitfires that couldn't catch them a 
year ago started shooting their ME-109 E and G mod-
els right out of the sky. 
      
Of course, the matter had to be kept secret. If the Ger-
mans found out that it was a French Invention, They'd 
simply copy the original French patents. If any of you 
have ever wondered what they were doing in that 3 
story white brick building in front of the Sun Oil Re-
finery on Old Texas Highway 90, that was it. They 
were re-inventing gasoline. 
      
The American Allison engines improved remarkably 
with 100 Octane Gasoline, but did much better when 
130 Octane Gasoline came along in 1944. The 130 
Octane Gasoline also improved the Radial Engine 
Bombers we produced. 
      
The Germans and Japanese never snapped to the fact 
that we had re-invented gasoline. Neither did our 
"Friends" the Russians.  100,000 Americans died in 
the skies over Europe. Lord only knows what that 
number would have been without "Super-Gasoline". 
      
And it all was invented just a few miles west of Beau-
mont, Texas and we never knew a thing about it. 

(Continued from page 10) 

Navy LST Coming to Iowa this  
Summer  (from John Mitchell) 

This is very cool, I think I will plan on getting over to 
Dubuque to see it. 
 
This ship actually operated in North Africa and Saler-
no supporting landings there and participated in D 
day at Normandy making like 40 crossings of the 
channelé And, itôs privately owned by a group now 
and operated regularlyé 
 
https://kdat.com/world-war-ii-ship-to-be-in-quad-
cities-this-summer/?

EAA Chapter 75 GOLD AWARD BANNER 
2019 

EAA Chapter 75 is featured in EAA article. Congrat-
ulations to the following EAA chapters that have re-
ceived the 2019 Gold Level Award. https://
www.eaa.org/eaa/news-and-publications/eaa-news-
and-aviation-news/news/02-13-2020-Congratulations-
to-Our-New-Gold-Level-Chapters 

EAA Chapter 75 Gets A New Website  

Our chapter transitioned in January 2020 to SiteCore. 
SiteCore is the same webhost that EAA.org uses. The 
benefits of SiteCore is that it is 100 percent FREE, 
has UNLIMITED space, the templates are simple and 
it is mobile friendly. The website is LIVE NOW at 
https://chapters.eaa.org/eaa75. Add it to your book-
marks/favorites tab on your browser. By doing that, 
you will have easy access in accessing the content 
that is featured on the website. In the process with the 
NEW website, we have a NEW web editor. Adam 
Santic is the NEW Web Editor for the chapter. Our 
chapter would like to thank Cy Galley in being our 
only web editor up to this point. He had been doing 
the website from 1995-2020. So, check it out and 
spread the word! 

https://kdat.com/world-war-ii-ship-to-be-in-quad-cities-this-summer/?
https://kdat.com/world-war-ii-ship-to-be-in-quad-cities-this-summer/?
https://www.eaa.org/eaa/news-and-publications/eaa-news-and-aviation-news/news/02-13-2020-Congratulations-to-Our-New-Gold-Level-Chapters
https://www.eaa.org/eaa/news-and-publications/eaa-news-and-aviation-news/news/02-13-2020-Congratulations-to-Our-New-Gold-Level-Chapters
https://www.eaa.org/eaa/news-and-publications/eaa-news-and-aviation-news/news/02-13-2020-Congratulations-to-Our-New-Gold-Level-Chapters
https://www.eaa.org/eaa/news-and-publications/eaa-news-and-aviation-news/news/02-13-2020-Congratulations-to-Our-New-Gold-Level-Chapters
https://chapters.eaa.org/eaa75
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CFI / CFII Phone New Students CFII BFR IFP Airports Plane 

        

Tim Leinbach 309-781-9585 Yes Yes Yes Yes DVN MLI Owners, FBO, Club Plane 

Tim Toal 309-235-0087 Yes Yes Yes Yes DVN MLI Owners 

Barry Logan 309-303-0211 Yes  Yes  C75 Owners, Club Plane 

    e-mail - Marty Santic to add your Name to the  list 

Chapter 75 Flight Instructors 

Per a member request, am including a listing of Chapter 75 members that are flight instructors and would be will-
ing to help with primary flight instruction, your next BFR or other.  If you are a Chapter member and a flight in-
structor please let me know and will include your name in the listing.  Additions/Corrections are welcome! 

Ron Franckõs Project - Itõs Got Legs! From Our Chapter Member in Ireland   

Loman OôByrne wanted Chapter 75 to meet his new 
grandchild.  Meet Finn Patrick OôBryne, son of 
Conor and Clair OôByrne.  Born 19 February at 
02:54.  Finn (way cool name) was 7lbs 6 oz on arri-
val.  Everyone is doing fine.  From Mike Nightingale. 

Applications for EAA's 2020 Sport  
Pilot Academy Now Open 

Click here for More Info 

Spectacular Oshkosh Highlights - 
EAA AirVenture Oshkosh 2019 

A great video.  
 
In a joint venture with our friends at This Is Flight, we 
bring you some of the best highlights of EAA 
AirVenture 2019 in Oshkosh, WI! This was published 
February 29, 2020 by AirShowStuffVideos   
 
https://youtu.be/InPefjpEUbE 


