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Chapter News—Let’s Get Going! 

Message from the President 
 
Many thanks to Rick Holland and his Corvair powered Pietenpol, 
and his very interesting program at our July meeting.  I had no idea 
the age of the Pietenpol design, or the fact that the original plane 
was designed around the Ford Model “A” engine.  Also thanks to 
the Corvair Club for bringing a cut-away Corvair.  The car had 
been T-boned in an accident so they just cut off the right side leav-
ing the four wheels and the steering.  The engine compartment had 
also been cut open so you could see the workings of a Corvair en-
gine.  The entire presentation was very informative.  The Corvair 
engine seems like a very considerable option for many of the cur-
rent sport planes being built today.  Thanks again Rick. 
This month we fly, or for our wingless members, drive to Kelly 
Air Park and Visit Jamie Treat’s Hangar and maybe another one or 
two.  Plan on arriving at 10:00 AM and BBQ at noon.  Jamie’s 
hangar is on the south west corner of Kelly.  His is the only house and hangar with green roofs.   
 
Young Eagles will be on the 25th this month. 
 
I really don’t know if anyone reads the president message in the newsletter, but if you do, then you know that the chapter 
has had 11 new members join in the last two months.  This is very exciting to me, thanks in a large part to our membership 
chairman this year and his arm twisting (breaking) tactics to sign up new members.  Actually, I don’t think that it has taken 
much, if any, arm twisting for these new members.  I have had a chance to visit personally with a few of them and find it 
rather intimidating.  Like so many of our existing members, these new members have so many talents, ideas and flying ex-
periences, so far beyond my own, that it just leaves me in awe.  
Our vice president (Scott Benger) has been bending my ear since the first of the year about long term projects for the chap-
ter and programs that will involve more of the members.  At first, I really wasn’t on board with long term projects because I 
tried to get one started a number of years ago during my last term as president and it failed.  I guess it really didn’t fail, it 
just never got started due to lack of interest.  But, Scott is right with the programs that he wants to see.  There are three.  
One is a build project, one is a flying club and the third is an EAA Chapter 72 home.  As I started thinking about this, the 
way I see it is that all three are tied together.  Within the last two months I have been approached by members wanting to do 
these very things.  After visiting Oshkosh this year, one of our new members has returned excited about the flying club and 
sent an e-mail stating that he wants to head up a flying club.  He says that he met many fine folks at Oshkosh and has re-
turned with a lot more information than he expected.  The club will need a plane.  How? What kind? Fast, more efficient? 
So, when you hear from Dana Rieman about the club and you want to fly but don’t own a plane, then listen up and jump on 
board. 

When I read the EAA Sport Aviation magazine every month, there are always articles about interesting projects that talent-
ed members of other chapters have completed or have undertaken.  Well, we have as much, if not more, talent in our chap-
ter as any of these chapters have.  Why can’t we build a plane? It would be an award winner at Oshkosh!  We already have 
planes on our field that are award winners.  Several more that would be, it’s just that they haven’t been judged.  I already 
know the first negative statement that will be made about this because it’s what I wanted to do as president several years 
ago.  I know that it takes a long time, it took me 30 years.  But think about it.  Would it really?  Not if it was divided into 
several small projects that one individual may want to take on, or that a couple of men working together a few hours a 
week, could complete. Divided into enough projects it wouldn’t take long at all.  We have a new member that introduced 
himself at our membership meeting two or three months ago and stated that he is an A&P and wants to help or get involved 
with a project of some kind.  Maybe this is it!   
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Hopefully, if you read this or as you are reading it, you won’t be thinking that your president has been enjoying too many beers at 
our membership meetings!  The membership attendance at our meetings has increased this year and it’s mostly because of the fact 
that we made the social hour longer and started the BBQ and adult refreshments.  I learned right away, that this is a very social group 
and there is nothing better than to sit around on a pleasant evening with friends, a hamburger and a beer and talk about airplanes and 
flying.  We could just as well be talking about things like, how is the project coming?  Who is going to fly it to Oshkosh? What part 
are you building? Are you in the flying club?  Beyond being a social group that love to wash good burgers down with good brew, we 
are an active chapter also capable of accomplishing anything we set our minds to.  
All of these are well within our reach and Scott and I, as well as the rest of your chapter board hope that the chapter members agree.  
I learned years ago not to set your goals too low.  But you already know that.   Just look at the homebuilt airplanes on this airport.  
Any one of them could be an award winner at Oshkosh or any other airshow.   
I 

know that none of these projects will get off the ground without a commitment from the membership.  I also know that there are 
many obstacles to overcome, but I believe they can be.  So, I would ask that you all think about these and come up with some rea-
sons why and how we can accomplish them.  Be positive and think about what you can contribute.   
More to come on the EAA Chapter 72 Home at a later date. 
September is going to be a busy month.  Carl Benda’s KFLY-In is the 14th, 15th & 16th.  On the 20th is our general membership meet-
ing @ 1800 hrs.  Robert Husted, the DAR that was going to be our speaker in July, is back and at this point says he can make our 
September meeting.  Not a 100% yet but keep your fingers crossed!  With Sandy out of town I am not sure about YE’s in September 
but if we do fly it will be on the 22nd.  On the 25th School District 11 would like for us to fly some of their students.  They have 20-25 
students 11-14 years of age.  Since this is a school project and part of an aviation course, it has to be done on a week day, so hopeful-
ly Lee Wolford can round up some pilots and a ground crew. 
See you at Kelly on the 18th. 
Jim Steward 
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By Al Spratford 
 
I first met Bruce in the late eighties when I 
joined Chapter 72.  About 1990 Bruce and 
Evan (his son) talked me into buying the 
Lacey M10 as a project I could rebuild as a 
novice with airplanes.   
Bruce said he’d help and look over my 
shoulder while I did most of the work.   
 

I felt that after I retired the work would go 
fast and I’d have a flyable aircraft.  Wrong!  
Bruce did watch me and correct me as “you 
need to do it over.”   
 

 

BRUCE McCOMBS QUIETLY PASSES LATE MAY 2018 

During the 25 years plus Bruce and I worked 
together we finished his L-2 Taylorcraft, 
carved a wood propeller and he flew it on his 
EAA Biplane.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
One trip around the pattern and Bruce said  
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“it needs to be done over” – wrong 
pitch.  We never did do it again.  We 
rebuilt the Lycoming 0-290 in the 
Lacey, built the Wittman W-10, 
fixed a lot of welds and opened up 
the side windows of the Lacey, cov-
ered the fuselage with fabric, re-
paired and installed spoilers, built 
new ailerons, and covered the wings 
with fabric. 
 

Bruce and I built the tube and fabric 
Little Wings Gyro and taxi tested it. 
I bought a C-150 after Bruce okayed 
it.  He also okayed buying a Bob 
Swink motorglider which we fixed 
up.  We flew both of them several 
years before I sold them. 

 
We also kept his Mooney in flyable condi-
tion which we flew until he could not get up 
on the wing to fly it.  So he flew his Wittman 
Tailwind instead or the L-2.  But, as he 
turned 90, it got harder for him to get into. 
 

We had many long conversations about air-
planes over the years and I’ve learned a lot 
and will never forget Bruce McCombs. 

 

This is what is it all really about….the air-
planes, but along the way Bruce started our 
Chapter, built our airport and a heck of a lot 
of airplanes. So the next time you taxi out to 
take off on One Five, tip your hat to Bruce 
and the guys and what they accomplished for 
us. It was a lot of hard work. 

 
From Bruce McCombs Member Profile  

   by Richard Martin  

NEXT MEETING: Jamie Treat’s Hangar, SW Corner of photo below. Saturday, Aug. 18 Fly-in or Drive– in. .  Arrive 10:00 
AM. BBQ 12:00 PM.  Visit Jamie’s Vintage Aircraft Projects 



 

 

A Travel Advantage 
 
 
 
 
Joan Spratford, Owner 

(719) 630-7700 
(800) 739-2520 Fax (719) 630-1892 

Thank you for supporting 
these EAA Chapter 72  

members! 

Chapter Financials 
(Not Available this month) 

 

Opportunities are available to help Chapter  72. 
Two volunteers needed. The Chapter's board is looking for a couple vol-
unteers to review our by-laws for possible updates. Contact Scott Benger 
at scb5710@comcast.net if you can help."  

From: Will 
<will2wenty8@gmail.com> 
Subject: Panel Designer Website 
is back 
 
I have brought back the old ePanel-
Builder wesbite under a new name; the 
eHangar Panel Designer - https://
www.ehangar.org 
 
 
Thanks! 
Bill VonDane 
719-581-9281 



 

 

Randy Loyd 
Newsletter Publisher 
17435 Caribou Dr. E 
Monument, CO  80132 

  
MEADOW LAKE AIRPORT  -  COLORADO SPRINGS,  COLORADO 

Phone: (719) 331-2169 
 Email: garyrloyd@avsource.com 

Chapter 72 Officers 

President:   Jim Steward  719-352-1608 jim@kdsteward.com   
Vice President:   Scott Benger  719-481-4055 scb5710@comcast.net    
Secretary:   Esther Smith  719-637-0876 esthersmith@juno.com 
Treasurer:   Sandy Martin   719-351-1640 sandy_martin@earthlink.net 
Membership Chairman:   Carl  Benda  719-649-0052 carl@automatic-access.com 
Director:   Vann Norred  719-229-2150 vann@pikespeak.net 
 
Young Eagle Coordinator:   Sandy Martin  719-351-1640 sandy_martin@earthlink.net    
Young Eagle Pilot Coordinator:   Lee Wolford  719-338-1370 leefly@Sprynet.com 
 
Newsletter:   Randy Loyd  719-331-2169 garyrloyd@avsource.com 
Webmaster:   Bob Hall  719-591-6622 robjhall@comcast.net 
  

  
 
Burrall Sanders                  719-660-8650       
 

About Our Chapter 

EAA Chapter 72 meets at Meadow Lake Airport.  Meetings are on 3rd Thursday evening of each month with a Young Eagle 
Rally and/or breakfast/brunch/lunch or other activity throughout the month on Saturdays.  Look for the calendar of events to high-
light special chapter events like Young Eagle Rallies, fly-outs, and all other chapter sponsored activities. 
 
The Chapter Newsletter is published monthly, normally mailed and available on the website a few days before each meeting.  
Readers are encouraged to contribute articles, photos, etc. by submitting them to the Newsletter Editor in hard copy — email, pen/
paper, as long as it’s not verbal—by the first Saturday of each month.    
 
Annual membership is $25.  Send to Sandy Martin, at 7505 Mallard Drive, Peyton, CO  80831, payable EAA Chapter 72, and 
start receiving the newsletter each month, attending  the meetings and having a great time with sport aviation.   
 

Visit our website:  http://eaa72.org 

  Fred Carter  - Engines 719-291-0815 
  Jay Brinkmeyer   719-963-3408  

Next Meeting 
Saturday,  

August 18, 2018  

Technical  Counselors/Advisors: 


