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News and information for the Gwinnett County Chapter of the Experimental Aircraft Association 

Chapter690 Meets in Hangar #1 of the Sport Aviation Complex at Briscoe Field, 690 Airport Rd., Lawrenceville, GA 

February 2016 

Itôs All About You 

There is nothing more enjoyable than being able to get things accomplished in the chapter.  The best part 

about it are the wonderful members that make all of the programs we have continuing to happen.  None of 

this is because of me, it all happens because of you.   

Last year I had an idea to get a youth program going.  We decided to start first with a ground school.  

Mike Burns came forward and offered to teach the ground school and weôve been going strong for a year 

now.  Thanks Mike!  Next we wanted to get our youth group to have the opportunity to work on an air-

plane.  Again, members came forward by finding us a project.  Of course you canôt go off and have our 

young adult group build an airplane without some guidance.  We put out a call for mentors and very quick-

ly got a group together.  Jerry Fischer stepped forward to lead the effort in the beginning and was assisted 

by Rick Mathisen, Hugh Colton, Joel Levine, Duane Huff, Art Farmer and Ron Childress.   

Last year John Morgan developed the idea of a flying club with the hope that it could offer subsidized 

flight training for the young adults.  The idea languished for a few months, but was not forgotten.  A meet-

ing was held with some potential members for the club, but still no progress.  After kicking this around a 

bit, in November we came up with the idea to build an RV-12.  An anonymous member of the chapter of-

fered to match donations up to $2,000 and the Board voted to do the same.  In short order we had dona-

tions totaling over $8,400.  Again it was members of the chapter that made this all happen and now, with 

Jerry Fischer in the lead, we have a group 20+ strong  beginning work on the empennage of the RV-12. 

As we head further into 2016, we have our summer camp coming up in June and again it will be a large 

group of volunteers that will make it happen.  We plan on a couple of special dinners this year and we 

know that we can count on Jill and her kitchen crew to make them happen and be wonderful events for all 

of us.  We are also working to bring an aircraft or two in during the year as fundraisers for the chapter.  

Again it will be volunteers from the chapter that will make it a success.  Our Young Eagle program contin-

ues to be a stalwart of the chapter under the guidance of Duane Huff.  On a monthly basis we have twen-

ty or more volunteers working with us so we can fly 20-50 Young Eagles regularly.   

If you havenôt found your home in the chapter yet, we have plenty of opportunities for you.  The dinner 

and airplane visits will offer opportunities for you.  Want to learn about building an airplane, join the RV-12 

project and dig in.  Maybe you have something in mind that we are not doing currently, feel free to let us 

know about your idea and weôll see how we can move it forward.  I would love to see someone come for-

ward and take over our social media site, like FaceBook, Twitter and Instagram.  Whatever it is we can 

find a spot for you. 

As we head into March, spring will be just around the corner and winter will become a memory.  I foresee 

activity picking up in the chapter as we move further into the year.  I also hope to have some exciting 

news for the chapter in the near future.  Just remember, in the end, itôs all about you. 

    The Presidents Pitch 

        By Randy Epstein 
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Young Eagles 
January, 16 2016 

The weather was iffy at first but the clouds lifted 

VFR flying and turned out to be a very nice day. 

Five pilots flew Twenty Three (23) Young Eagles. 

Steve Ashby 6YE, 3 flights, Spencer Clark 3 YE, 1 

flight, Fred Huppertz 5 YE, 2 flights, Brian Michael 7 

YE. 3 flights and Les Williford 2 YE,1 flight. Spencer 

Clark is a new Young Eagle pilot, and we are very 

grateful to have him. Thanks Spencer! Fifteen (15) 

had flown before as Young Eagles. 

A goal for this year is to have each pilot fly ten or 

more Young Eagles so that we can have their cred-

its to send students to the Air Academy next sum-

mer. 

 

 

Our Young Eagles Gals were; Jeanne Ferguson, 

Gay Roberts, Mary Hilborn, and Lynn Zahner. 

These ladies complete all the paper work; registra-

tion, boarding passes, log books, and certificates. 

They also have to keep the ground crew under con-

trol, which is a pretty big job. 

Art Farmer and Bob Crone conducted the safety 

briefings and Wes Reddick instructed the Young 

Eagles on the simulators. 

Safety officers and loaders were Bill Ferguson, 

Herb Rusk, Jason Hilborn, Tom Hilborn, Rich Hop-

kins, Chris Serra, Louis Pucci, Michael Cartin and 

Charles ñCotyò Pinkney. 

We are off to a good start for 2016, so lets keep it 

going for another year for Young Eagles. 

Many thanks to all our Young Eagle volunteers. 

 

Duane Huff 

Young Eagle Coordinator 

EAA 690 

Young Eagles 
February, 20, 2016 

An overcast day and we were dragging our rudders 
through the bottoms of the clouds at about 1200 ft. 
AGL. Visibility was good and ten pilots were able to 
fly sixty six (66) Young Eagles in thirty one (31) 

flights with nine airplanes. After the rally the Sea 
Cadets furnished lunch for all and did a great job of 
cleaning the hangar. They love to come for the 
Young Eagles event and we love having them, they 
are wonderful young people.  

Nineteen (19) had flown before as Young Eagles 

Pilots flying on this day were; David Balthaser 6YE, 
3 flights, Bill Bell 6YE, 3 flights, Randy Epstein 10 
YE, 4 flights, Duane Huff 4YE, 4 flights, Fred Hup-
pertz 2 YE, 2 flights, Brian Michael 3YE, 1 flight, 
Brad Newall 12 YE, 4 flights, John Post 3YE, 3 
flights, Chuck Roberts 11 YE, 4 flights and Chris 
Serra 9 YE, 3 flights. 

 

 

Young Eagle Galls were Barbra Epstein, Jeanne 
Ferguson, Mary Hilborn, Gay Roberts and Lynn 
Zahner. These ladies do a fantastic job doing all the 
paper work and getting the Young Eagles ready to 
go to the Pre- flight briefing and to their flights. 

Bob Krone conducted the safety briefings and Wess 
Riddick instructed on the simulators. 

The other very important Ground Crew included; 
John Bongart, Bill Ferguson, Jason Hilborn, Tom 
Hilborn, Charles ñCotyò Pinkney, Louis Pucci, John 
Reitz and Alex Straka. 

Again, I cannot thank all of you who participate in 
the Young Eagle program enough, Thank You!  

A reminder! EAA is requiring all who work with youth 
take the Youth Protection Program. Before May 1, 
2016. 

 

Duane Huff 

Young Eagle Coordinator 

EAA 690 
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The NavCom is the official monthly 

newsletter of EAA Chapter 690, 

serving its members and other per-

sons interested in the advancement 

of aviation. 

 

Original articles, art and photos are 

invited and welcome.  Submit arti-

cles in Word 97 or ASCII format and 

pictures in .jpg, .tft or .bmp format 

via e-mail to: tj1227@bellsouth.net. 

 

Deadline for submission of articles 

and pictures is the 20th of the 

month, unless otherwise announced. 

 

Permission is hereby granted for the 

reproduction of NavCom articles by 

other EAA Chapters, provided that a 

proper credit is given to the author 

and to the NavCom. 

 

The NavCom is published electroni-

cally on a monthly bases and distrib-

uted to Chapter members and other 

interested parties.  Printed copies 

may be available upon request. 

 
President 
Randy Epstein 
president@eaa690.net 
 
Vice President 
John Morgan 
vp@eaa690.net 
 
Secretary 
Rich Hopkins 
secretary@eaa690.net 
 
Treasurer 
Jeanne Ferguson 
treasurer@eaa690.net 
 

 of BOD 
John Morgan 
vp@eaa690.net 
 

 of Trustees 
Open 
 
Program Chair 
Kathi Parks 
kp9611@aol.colm 
 
Publicity 
Joel Levine 
jlevine@bellsouth.net 
 
NavCom Editor 
Tom Hilborn  404-406-6638 
NavCom@EAA690.org 
 
EAA 690 Hanger  770-339-0804 

 
 

    2016 Scholarship Program 

 
 

Investing in the future of Georgiaôs Business Aviation Industry 

through Scholarships available to Georgia High School Seniors/

Graduates Enrolled/Planning to enroll in accredited U.S. Colleges 

& Technical Schools in aviation fields of study and Continuing Ed-

ucation Scholarships available to GBAA Members  More than 

$40,000 in Scholarship Awards Were granted in May 2015 

The 2016 application deadline is March 1, 2016 

ƘǧǇΥκκƎōŀŀΦƻǊƎκǎŎƘƻƭŀǊǎƘƛǇǎκ 

EAA690 Membership Report 

February 2016 

By Jeanne Ferguson 

During the month of February, the Chapter added the following 

new members: 

Ty Connell   Charles Harker   Caleb Massenberg   Andy Walker 

Welcome to our new members and thank you for joining EAA 

Chapter 690.  We know you will enjoy the comradery, activities 

and experiences that your chapter provides. 

Also reactivating their membership was: 

Ray Layson Mike North Steve Rausch 

Thank you, your continued support helps our Chapter remain 

vibrant and strong. 

 

February provided time for me to go through all the different lists 

that we have; i.e., database, spreadsheet, QuickBooks to verify 

the numbers so the following numbers are actually accurate, as of 

February 21st 

 Family Memberships:  40 (additional note below) 

  Individual Memberships:  68 

 Student Memberships:1 6 

Last year we started asking those that join as a Family Member-

ship to add any additional family membersô names that they like; 

so as of now the 40 memberships are 94 individuals names; 

which makes the total 178. 

We also have over 70 members from 2015 that have not renewed 

their memberships for this year.  Barbara Epstein and I will be at 

the Pancake Breakfast, March 5, or you can pay with credit card 

at mkt.com/eaa690 

http://gbaa.org/scholarships/
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UPCOMING 

AVIATION EVENTS 

EAA's JACK PELTON 

TO VISIT CANDLER FIELD  

On February 27, 2016, EAA Chairman of the Board Jack Pelton will visit with us.  Jack will host a "Town 

Hall" meeting that day.  In addition, the Vintage Aircraft Association will be hosting a mid-winter Board of 

Director's meeting that morning.  This will be an open meeting where Vintage members and others will be 

able to discuss issues with the board.  The board meeting will begin at 9 AM.  The "Town Hall" meeting will 

be held from 1 PM - 3 PM with a reception after the program. 

Please plan to attend this important event.  Mr. Pelton will be giving us updates on the medical reform, up-

coming AirVenture, and several other subjects.  Come out and support EAA and VAA. 
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UPCOMING  AVIATION EVENTS cont. 

 
Candler Field 

Museum ANNUAL  

BENEFIT 

DINNER AND 
DANCE  

MARCH 5, 2016  
You are cordially invited 

to the GREAT GATSBY 

benefit dance on Satur-

day, March 5, 2016. The music will be presented by the Night Train 

orchestra featuring vocalist Karin Williams.  This 17 piece orchestra will 

entertain us throughout the evening.  Whether you enjoy dancing or 

simply like to listen to music, please plan to attend.  All proceeds will 

benefit the museum.  

Call to purchase tickets 770-412-831   

Continued on pg. 14 

Turner County: Fire Ant Festival Fly-In 
Breakfast and Lunch will be provided for pilots who 

fly in. In addition to the fly-in: The dates of the Festi-

val are the evening of March 25th, and all day on 

March 26th, 2015. The evening of Friday, March 

25th,2016 at 6:30 P.M. will be the Lip Sync Contest, 

a theme to be announced, 8:00 P.M., will be a con-

cert, 9:30 P.M. will be the Fireworks at the 21st An-

nual Fire Ant Festival in Heritage Park, sponsored 

by the City of Ashburn. Our theme for the year of 

2016 is to be announced! There is no charge for the 

concert in the park. Bring your lawn chairs and en-

joy the fun in the park! Transportation will be provid-

ed from the airport to the downtown events.  
 

Airport Information:  Turner County (75J) 

Ashburn, GA  

Contact - Greg Walls 

Berg Park Aerodrome:"Fly In/Cruise Inò 

Saturday, March 26th (9:00 AM - 4:00 PM 
 

Midway, Georgia: Berg Park Aerodrome (9GA2) 7th 

Annual Fly in supporting Grass Strip Foundation 

Contact - Steve Berg 

Phone - 9128848666 

Berg Park Aerodrome (9GA2) 

580 Old Gress Island Rd. 

8th Annual SHAMROCK FLY IN 
Saturday, Mar 19, 2016 (11:30 AM. -- 2:00 PM.) 

8th Annual Shamrock Fly In March 19th, 2016 

11:30 ï 2PM Rain or shine Cannon Creek Airpark 

(15FL) Lake City, FL CTAF: 123.0 Featuring our 

famous Pulled Pork, Hot Dogs, Vegetarian Plate, 

sides, drinks, and Huge Dessert Table. All for $8 

We will again feature an AACA Car Show! 
 

Lake City, Florida: Cannon Creek Airpark (15fl) 

Contact - Mark 

Phone - 386-466-0997 

Website - www.eaa977.org 

Lake City, Florida 32025 

Wauchula - Bensen Days 
Wednesday, March 30thï Saturday, April 2nd 

 

The largest Gyro and Helicopter gathering in the 

world. Commemorating Dr. Bensen's legacy and 

achievements in modern gyro sport flying era. 

Contact - George Jacob 

Website - http://www.bensendays.us.com 

Wauchula - Bensen Days 

Wauchula Municipal Airport (KCHN) 

Wauchula, Florida 33873 
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Big Turn Out for Pancake Breakfast and Drone Presentation 

Feb. 6th, 2016 

The Pancake Breakfast kitchen staff were kept extra busy with over 120 meals served.  Hats of to the crew 

for a great job and, they didnôt even run out of food, great planning.  Standing room only necessitated the 

opening of the upstairs meeting room so everyone would be able to sit to eat so it worked out well.     

To everyone's delight the large breakfast turn out carried over to a standing room only event for the presen-

tation by Cliff Whitney on Drones.  The pictures do not do justice to the size of the crowd. 

Our guest speakers for the 1st Saturday in February Avia-

tion Program and Pancake Breakfast was Mr. Cliff Whit-

ney. Cliffs Aviation based businesses, AtlantaHobby.com, 

UAVexperts.aero and UAVex-

pertnews.com are bringing 

together his photography ex-

pertise and his talents as a 

pilot and marketing expert to 

change the world using new 

exciting remotely piloted air-

craft. Cliff is one of the largest 

resellers of hobby and profes-

sional drones in the country. 

Cliff spoke to a standing room 

only crowd and kept every-

one's attention with an in 

depth look at the commercial 

drone market.  The question 

and answer period that fol-

lowed ranged from how 

drones are used to regula-

tions and safety. 


