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Next Meeting: 
Our next meeting will be at a different time and 

place!  We are meeting at 52F on Sunday, 6 October 

at 1300.  It’s on a Sunday... and it’s at 1300.  The 

place is Aero Valley Airport.  You may know it by 

its former name, Northwest Regional Airport.  The 

identifier is still 52F, so let’s go with that.   

 

If this seems like Deja Vu all over again, it’s because 

Kevin Hartman & Ryan Leeward graciously hosted 

us at their Hangar 14 in March, and they are 

extending another invitation.  If you were there in 

March, it’s at the same place.   

 

This is a cookout.  Kevin will send you an email with 

a link to SignUpGenius where you can identify what 

you will bring.  If you haven’t already received that 

email, keep an eye on your inbox.  Don’t worry.  You 

need not enter any banking information.  If they ask 

for your mother’s maiden name, you’ve been hacked.  

They might ask for contributions to a half dozen 

causes, but it is easy enough to click on the “No thank 

you” button.   

 

You can fly in or drive in – as long as you’re not in a 

gyrocopter or a hot air balloon.  If you are driving, 

go south from Denton on I-35W and take the exit for 

FM1171, also known as Cross Timbers Road.  (I still 

wonder what happened to make those timbers so 

cross.)  Turn east toward Flower Mound and turn 

right at the first opportunity on Cleveland Gibbs 

Road, or 338.  That will take you onto the airport.  

Turn left on Kelly Drive. But WAIT!  Have you 

driven on an active airport before?  There are some 

things you should know.  First, when you turn onto 

Kelly Drive, before you cross the approach end of 

Runway 17, stop and look for airplanes on final 

approach.  If you see a plane in the sky, lined up and 

heading toward the runway, stop and wait for it to 

pass.  After you cross the runway, follow Kelly Drive 

and turn right on Boeing Way on the east side of the 

runway.  Hangar 14 will be on your left about a half 

mile from where you turned.  Ryan said you can put 

“132 Boeing Way, Northlake, TX (NOT 

ROANOKE) into the GPS.  Do not forget that you 

are driving on an active airport.  Those taxiways look 

like roads.  However, if you meet an airplane taxiing 

toward you or see one behind you, please move off 

the taxiway and let it pass.  To an airplane, the 

taxiway is a one lane operation.  They need the whole 

thing and may have wings wide enough to hang over 

the edges.  They can’t back up, and they don’t have 

a horn to honk at you.  Hanger 14 has “AIRPORT 

OFFICE” written on it.  There is a place to park your 

car on the far side of the hangar.  If you aren’t sure, 

it’s OK to ask.  Whatever you do, do NOT go to 

Hangar 18.  If you do, you may never be seen again. 

Oh, wait!  That is in Area 51, not 52F.  The two are 

often confused.  As a final note, this is a BYOCNP 

event.  So, bring your own chair and know there is 

no potty.   

 

Last Meeting: 
“It’s alive! It’s alive!  Buwahhahhhhahhh!”   Do you 

remember the discussions of the Coffin Races last 

spring?  The event is sponsored by the City of 

Denton.  It involves grown adults who should know 

better building gravity powered “cars” that roll 

downhill with one or two occupants.  We dismissed 

the project last year because registration for the event 

seemed to fill up even before it opened.  You can’t 

fight city hall, not even on line.  So, we buried our 
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plans to build a coffin vehicle.  However, at the last 

meeting, we exhumed them.   

 

Those in attendance participated in a tiger team 

round table discussion, defining key characteristics 

and design objectives.  Action items were assigned.  

Materials were identified.  A team was formed.   

 

What has since ensued defies description.  The 

E-Racer is taking form.  In a clandestine location on 

a remote island in the southern Pacific, chapter 

members are fabricating parts from plans using tools 

and techniques unbeknownst in the open market.   

 

 

 

 

You may see more of the 

construction process at the 

cookout on 6 October.  A 

roll out to the public is 

scheduled to take place at 

the “Hallow-Wing” gala at 

KDTO on 12 October.   

 

Around the Patch at KDTO 

There are some things happening around the airfield.  

Here are some highlights: 

 

Runway closures: 
At the time of this writing, runway closures continue 

to be an issue.  Check the NOTAMs for the most up-

to-date information  

 

Food Truck Friday: 
Food trucks on the field on alternate Fridays continue  

through the fall, Denton Enterprise Airport is 

bringing a variety of food trucks to the terminal 

parking lot every other Friday.  From 11:00 AM to 

1:00 PM, enjoy a rotating selection of local food 

trucks offering a diverse range of tasty options.   

 

Hallow-Wing 
This is KDTO’s “signature family event,” according 

to an email sent out by the airport staff.  Think 

“Halloween and aviation” rolled into one party.  It 

will be on Saturday, 12 October from 1000 to 1400 

on the Sheltair Ramp.   

 

There will be trick-or-treating from plane to plane.  

Think of it as “trunk-or-treat” with wings.  They are 
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planning to have bounce houses and outdoor games, 

food trucks, and aircraft on display.   

 

Speaking of aircraft on display, they are looking for 

people willing to display their aircraft.  If you are 

interested or have questions, they can be reached at 

airport@cityofdenton.com.  This is also where we 

plan to roll out the gravity powered “E-Racer,” or a 

reasonable facsimile thereof.    

 

Ranger Field Airshow 
Have you been to Ranger Municipal Airport (F23)?  

It is 85 nautical miles southwest of KDTO, next to 

Interstate 20 between Mineral Wells and Abilene.   

 

They are having and “Old School Fly-In and 

Airshow beginning on 4 October.  Tickets are $15 for 

adults.  Anyone under eighteen years old is free.  

Even better, if you fly in to one of F23’s turf 

runways, you and everyone in the plane get in for 

free.  Runway 1/19 is 3415 by 75 feet and said to be 

in good condition.  The shorter runway, 18/36 is 

1850 by 80 feet, also reported to be in good 

condition.   

 

For more information, go to their website at 

www.rangerfield.org.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


