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April Program 
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A Message from the President 

The Chapter is starting up the Young Eagles Program again.  Earl Bolton retired after a number of very successful 
years of serving as the Coordinator and can look back on many successes among the young people who were part of 
the program.  Rick Hall has volunteered to be Chapter 648’s Young Eagles Coordinator.  This is an appeal to the 
Chapter and to individual members to give support to Rick’s efforts.  There are differing opinions on how a YE 
program should be run.  One approach favors qualifying performance requirements for a young person to merit a 
flight and the other approach favors only parent or guardian consent as a requirement.  Over the past two months 
I’ve talked with Chapter 648 members and with Chapter 43 members and have heard strong opinions on both 
approaches.  Rick has the task of coming up with a position for Chapter 648’s Young Eagles program.  Members 
should give their opinions and express their feelings on this matter to assist Rick in the process of coming up with a 
workable design that will be supported enthusiastically, but ultimately, he as Coordinator is the one who has the 
final say so long as the conditions agreed to between the Chapter and Coordinator do not violate the rules and 
regulations set down by EAA National.  This is an important program and we will devote a short time at our April 
meeting to begin providing opinions and information to Rick.  Think back on your first flight experience and the 
factors and influences that shaped your interest in aviation.  It often seems like Government agencies are working 
against general aviation.  The media does little to help, often portraying things in a negative light.  Every accident or 
runway incident is given TV and newspaper coverage, but try to find a write-up on a Young Eagles flight day or 
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pro-aviation event, and you’ll be searching in vain.  That may be a bit harsh of a judgment but it does seem like 
general aviation is misunderstood by the public at large.  We won’t convert the world but we can be a positive 
influence on a number of young people and their families. 

Dick Socash 

President, EAA Chapter 648 

Meeting Minutes for March 10, 2014 

Treasurer’s report: 

·  No report this month. 

New Business: 

·  A list of names is being gathered of all who wish to be on an email distribution list where members may 

directly email the entire group about events, questions, tools they need to borrow, tools they have available 

for borrowing,…etc.  Names will be gathered by Rick Hall and Connie Socash (this list is separate from the 

newsletter list.) 

·  A program is needed for April. 

·  Ted's airplane will be featured in next month’s newsletter. 

·  Steve Beech is arranging the ATC tour at the Longmont facility. 

o List name much match driver's license or other picture ID. 

·  Steve is also arranging the Tebo garage tour. 

o 80 slots 

o May 17th 

·  Rick Hall is re-launching the Young Eagles program. 

·  Knows of two young eagles:  a Boy Scout and a friend. 

·  Rick passed around a list to collect name, phone number and email information of those who are 

interested in taking part. 

·  List how you can help. 

·  Flights could start within a month, possibly. 

This month’s speaker:  Bob Sancetta covering “Hot Topics” in aviation medicine�
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NEWSLETTER QUIZ  
 
Each month, we will ask a "question" in the newsletter.  Answers can only be given if you attend the meeting 
referenced in the newsletter.  At the end of the year, there will be a prize to the person who has the most correct 
answers.  Some will be easy and some difficult. 
 

March Question:  After cleaning and checking plugs, why does it make sense to switch plugs between 
the top and bottom positions in the cylinders? 
 

March Answer: As the magnets in a standard magneto rotate a positive emf and a negative emf are 
output depending on North-South pole positions.  The outside electrode is always at ground potential so it’s possible 
for a negative potential difference to be on one plug when firing and a positive potential difference to be on another 
plug when firing.  Current can thus flow from the center electrode to the outer electrode or in the opposite direction 
depending on whether the center electrode is at a higher or lower potential compared to the outer electrode.  When a 
spark jumps from one electrode to another, a microscopic pitting action takes place at the destination electrode.  
Proper rotation of plugs will even out the pitting on both electrodes and give extended plug life.  
 

April Question:  General radio communications include two different distress calls, “Pan Pan” and 
“Mayday.”  Under what conditions would or should you use “Pan Pan” and when should you use “Mayday?” 
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Our March meeting featured a talk by Dr. Robert Sancetta on current and pending FAA rules and regulations 
regarding Pilot Medical Certification.  After a brief delay to replace a burned-out projector bulb and a switch to 

projecting onto the wall everyone got to 
enjoy an amusing, interesting, and 
informative presentation.  Many 
interesting points were brought up and a 
wealth of good advice was given to all.  
Keep good records, don’t ask a question 
for which you’ll accept only one answer, 
get things completed in plenty of time, 

and bring all your paperwork when meeting with your AME.  

A rough count of attendees indicated sixty-five were present for the talk.  Special thanks are due to Jason Alvero, 
Elite Aviation’s Manager, and to several of Elite’s staff who were a big help in setting up, providing hot coffee and 
seeing that all went well that evening.  Thanks also go to the managers of Boulder’s and Longmont’s airports for 
informing local pilots of this event and finally to the local flight schools for bringing it to the attention of their staffs 
and students.  Judging from the comments afterwards, this was a very successful event for our Chapter 
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 Officers: 

·  President:   
o Richard Socash       303-499-3169            rege.so@gmail.com 

·  V. President:   
o Ted Keryluk             303-651-7669            tkeryluk@netscape.com 

·  Secretary:   
o Connie Socash          '�/�0�/  (�              csocash@hotmail.com          

·  Treasurer:    
o Haiko Eichler            970-344-4599            heritmail@aol.com     

·  Tech Counselor:   
o Bill Hannahan           303-618-7921            wfhannahan@yahoo.com  
o Doug Sykes           720-684-8699            taildraggers4cd@hotmail.com 

·  Newsletter Editor:     
o  Ed Spengler            303-898-0321            spang1@comcast.net  

 

Disclaimer: Be aware that as always, in past, present, and future, any communications issued by Experimental 
 Aircraft Association Chapter 648, regardless of format, and/or media used, which includes, but is not limited to,  
this newsletter and audio/visual recordings, is presented only in the context of a clearing house of ideas, opinion  
and personal experience accounts. Anyone using ideas, opinions, information, etc., does so at their own risk.  
Therefore, no liability is expressed or implied by the Experimental Aircraft Association Chapter 648, or any of its  
members. Any event announced and/or listed herein, except as noted, is done as a matter of information and 
does not constitute approval, sponsorship, control, or endorsement of said event. 
  
This newsletter is published by Chapter 648 of the Experimental Aircraft Association for the use, education, and  
enjoyment of the members and others to whom it is provided. No claim is made for technical accuracy of  
material presented. Editorial content is the opinion of the contributor and does not reflect the position of  
Chapter 648 or the Experimental Aircraft Association. Submission of articles, comments, or inquiries for  
publication in the newsletter are encouraged. Meetings are normally held on the second Monday 
of each month at 7:00 P.M. The place is determined each month. 

 


