Why the
Bahamas —
General Aviation

It’s easy to get too — not too far over water

English is the native language — tourists are welcomed — politically stable
US Dollars are readily accepted w/o exchange penalty
Customs are easy — Fees are minimal

Island hopping is a breeze — over 50 islands w/o cruise ships or commercial air service — nice
people — deserted beaches — turquois waters — lots of options

Good phone and internet coverage — contact your provider in advance for roaming data

It satisfies escapist middle age fantasies



Empty Beaches — Beautiful Weather — Easy
Flying — Variety

Trip Mission — Go where the cruise ships and
airlines aren’t
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Dorian affected islands — Grand Bahama/Abaco

350K people, on 90 Islands, served by 56 Airports
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24° 250K on Nassau, 50K on Freeport, 18K on Abaco,
8K on Eleuthera, Exuma, and Andros — 10,000
people spread out on 90+ other islands
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Trip Statistics

9 Days — in Mid January
6 Islands

12 stops — longest leg 330 miles —about 2 %4
hours

Longest transit over water —about 195 miles
fAr%S\ Andros to KFPR (not planned — directed by

Longest transit over water without a boat in
sight — 0 miles

About 24 hours of flying — Round trip

2,600 miles, 125 gallons of fuel — fuel prices
ranged from $3.90 to $7.20

Average price of lodging - $150/night/room

Cost of food in Bahamas — about
$90/day/person

Total door to door expense — all in for 2 people
in separate rooms — around $3K
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Bahamas Detail
Routing

Legs:

1.

A e

Lauderdale over Grand Bahama and
Abaco to Eleuthera (1 night stay)

Eleuthera to Cat Island (2 night stay)
Cat Island to Exuma (2 night stay)
Exuma to Staniel Cay (3 night stay)

Staniel Cay to Andros (customs to leave)
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* LSA are okay — you need to bring a medical along or a
US Driver’s license

h e AI r p ‘ a n e T e Experimental are okay — you need to bring along

Standardized Validation Letter (download from the

N1119A mierned

» Standard US operating documents — Airworthiness,
RV 9A W&B, Operating Limitations, ID Plate on A/C (none
- were ever checked)

e 12” N-Number

* A Radio Station License
» Altitude reporting transponder w/encoding

e ELT 121.5 or 406 MHz

)’

a N~
A Ny
ESEE—

N NIlISA - ¢ US Customs and Border Protection Decal ($28/yr)
\ U.S.COAST GUA D _ o —

* Some means to file an Electronic Advance Information
System manifest (eAPIS) — | used a FlassPass App on
my phone

* Insurance endorsement for operation in Bahamas and
Caribbean — usually free




Pilots and Passengers
Need to Bring

* Current Passport

* Restricted radiotelephone operators permit
(pilot only)

* Letter of Authorization if aircraft is not
registered in Pilot’s name

» Life jackets for all onboard
Recommended but not required:
* Araft for all personnel (available to rent)

* Afloating ditch bag with safety/survival
equipment

* Waterproof/floating hand-held VHF

* Individual PKB, Strobe, Whistle, signal mirror
for each Life Jacket

e Extra cash —very few ATM'’s



* Enhanced passenger briefing

E m e rge n Cy St u ff o * Review/briefing of ditch procedures and responsibilities
D) | a n n I n g fo r th e * Packing for access to ditch bag, life etc

* Wearing life jackets during flight

J n eX p e Cte d » EPIRB, PLB’s on Life Jackets, Strobes on Jackets, Satellite EL, Spare VHS, Raft,

Trauma kit, First Aid kit, 4L of water, multi-tool, signaling/mirror, flashlight




Outward

Bound

File a flight plan DVFR or
IFR — Filing with
Foreflight works — North
American map package
has the Bahamas

Activate the flight plan

before leaving Florida

(Miami FSS 1 800 922
7433)

Pre-complete triplicate
form of C7A — General
declaration form

File an e-APIS manifest —

multiple Apps for this on
your phone

Notify the Airport of
Entry (AOE) in the
Bahamas that you are
coming by phone

Make sure you bring $50
— cash —to give to
customs with the C7A

Make sure you have

USCG approved life
jackets on board and all

your documents before
leaving the ground

Must land at an AOE

If you Fly VFR get Flight
Following from Miami
Center —and get a
squawk




Forms and Fees

S50 to enter

529/Person to Leave

of The

s
Thank you for your visit to The Islands of
The Bahamas, we hope you enjoyed your stay
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U.S. Customs and

Border Protection

Customs Declaration
19 CFR 122,27, 148.12, 148.13, 148.110,148.111, 1498; 31 CFR 5316
Each arriving traveler or responsible family member must provide the following
information (only ONE written declaration per family is required). The term
“family” is defined as “members of a family residing in the same household who
are related by blood, marriage, domestic relationship, or adoption.”

FORM APPROVED
OME NO. 16510009

Family Name

First (Given) Middle
H Birth date  Month Day Year
B Number of Family members traveling with you

(a) U.S. Street Address (hotel name/destination

(b) City (c) State
B Passport issued by (country)
n Passport number
Country of Residence

Countries visited on this
trip prior to U.S. arrival

H Airline/Flight No. or Vessel Name

m The primary purpose of this trip is business: Yes No
| am (We are) bringing
(a) fruits, vegetables, plants, seeds, food, insects: Yes No
(b) meats, animals, animal/wildlife products: Yes No
(c) disease agents, cell cultures, snails: Yes No
(d) soil or have been on a farm/ranch/pasture: Yes No
| have (We have) been in close proximity of livestock: Yes No
(such as touching or handling)

| am (We are) carrying y or y
over $10,000 U.S. or foreign equlvalent Yes No
(see definition of monetary instruments on reverse)

| have (We have) commercial merchandise: Yes No
(articles for sale, samples used for soliciting orders,

or goods that are not considered personal effects)

RESIDENTS—the total value of all goods, including commercial merchandise
I/we have purchased or acquired abroad, (including gifts for someone else,
but not items mailed to the U.S.) and am/are

bringing to the U.S. is: $

VISITORS—the total value of all articles that will remain

in the U.S., including commercial merchandise is: $

Read the instructions on the back of this form. Space is provided to list all the
items you must declare.

| HAVE READ THE IMPORTANT INFORMATION ON THE REVERSE SIDE OF THIS FORM AND HAVE MADE
A TRUTHFUL DECLARATION.

(V4

ATRCRAIT GENERAL
DECLARATION
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Weather
Resources

Limited airport forecasts — Miami/Nassau — 12 Hour TAF, No MOS
Briefer cannot help too much — only gives you Nassau

Alternative weather like WeatherUnderground —
www.weatherunderground.com/aviation

W/U has over 40 reporting/forecasting stations in the Bahamas
Huge difference in wind/weather from dawn to mid day to dusk

Highest surface winds were 35. Highest crosswinds were 28. Highest
crosswind landed was about 12-15

Higher winds in winter. Daily thunderstorms in summer — Think
Southern Florida.

w

(he Bahamas Hourly Weather Forecast
NATIONAL AIRPORT STATION | CHANGE

HOURLY

Sunday 02/23

Mostly sunny skies with gusty winds. High 74F. Winds
NE at 20 to 30 mph.

AN W 6:05PM

Conditions

Partly Cloudy/Wind

Partty Cloudy/Wind

Partly Cloudy/Wind

Partly Cloudy/Wind

Partly Cloudy/Wind

Partly Cloudy/Wind

Partly Cloudy/Wind

“artly Cloudy

Sunny

“Wind

WUNDERMAP

Hourly Forecast for Sunday 02/23

Sunday Night 02/23

New Moon, 0% visible
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http://www.weatherunderground.com/aviation

Radio

Frequencies
CTAF—122.8

NO ATC on
out-islands
below 2500

Nassau 124.2
or 128.0

Miami 126.7
or122.4
Remote

around Nassau
118.4

Caribbean Sky Tours
Pilots Association

MAP WITH FSS FREQUENCIES

|

. is the frequency that Flight Services receives on
(the frequency that the aircraft transmits on)
[ilis the frequency that Flight Service transmits on

NOTE: VOR voice communications
(the frequency that the aircraft receives on)

© Miami Radio
Nassau Radio
* Preferred Frequency

4 \'\ \ San Juan
et < St. Thomas' ©
Mayaguez = T
- Puerto Rico. i

122.1R- 11067

236K - 10861

Crox
122.1R - 108.2 “




Runways and
Airports

Plenty of size — most are at least 75’ wide
and 4000+ long

Almost no obstacles — flat terrain

Most orient east/west — along the flow of
dominant winds

Bring good chocks and your own tie
downs — not too many places with tie
down points

Plenty of parking — no landing fees or
ramp fees at the outer airports

No FBO’s to call from the air, few
windsocks to see — practice spotting your
wind clues (direction of waves

Some runways are north/south due to
island geometry. Practice crosswind
approaches. Watch W/U reports for lulls
in windspeed.

Runway surfaces are paved, but roug}I?
concrete aggregate surface — | thought |
popped a tire twice on landing




Fuel and

Services

Services are very limited — Limited FBO services — No
maintenance

Plan ahead — do oil changes/tire pressure/misc.
maintenance before leaving

Spare parts are 4-7 days away

Enhanced tool kit, spare tubes, oil, inflator, chocks,
cover, windshield washer

Fuel is supposed to be available at: Abaco, Eleuthera
(2), Exuma, Freeport, Inagua, Long Island, New
Providence — However, it is not reliably available —
Flight plan with a 90-minute reserve

Most out island locations do not have fuel —fill up
where you can



¢ File an e-APIS manifest

E File a flight plan (DVFR or IFR)

Homeward

B O u n d g Activate your flight plan — phone is best — outer island radio coverage
below 4000 is spotty (Nassau — 242 377 7116)

Ml Get a discrete squawk code
Y% Land and close flight plan




Bahama Resources
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e AOPA Annual Bahamas Guide —
about $40

 AOPA Website — Click on: Travel-
International — Let’s Go - Bahamas

MW

* The Islands fo the Bahamas
Private Pilot Guide — Free on the
Webb — See Banyan Aviation’s
Website

* Both provide great general guides
for Radio, Weather, Runways,
Island info, and other useful stuff

FEHL A

20pa.org plotguides

https://www.aopa.org/travel/international-travel/bahamas-and-caribbean-pilots-guides


Mary Ann Alvarado
https://www.aopa.org/travel/international-travel/bahamas-and-caribbean-pilots-guides


Free Stuff is almost always good!

PARTICIPATING PROPERTIES

The properties below accept the Private Pliots:

Private Pilots:

Fly almost Fee Free

F]y AImOSt Fee The Abaco Club on Winding Bay Sandpiper Inn Chester’s Highway Inn Bonefish Lodge
cos (242) 225-7033 A (242)699-2056 ins (242)357-4 72
Free The Aba The Abacos Acklins
Learn more Learn more Learn more
Book a4-night stay or longer & any
participating Out |slands hotel and . ,
receive a $300 fee cred. Special Chester Bonefish Lodge Nathan's Lodge Seascape Inn
. Acklins Andros (242)369-T707 Andros (242) 369- 0342
terms and conditions may apply.*
Learn more Learn more Learn more

Booking Window: July 1st, 2019 - June
30th, 2020

Dream Villas

Andros Island Bonefish Club

Bimini Big Game Club Resort & Marina

Andros (242) 368-2105 Andros Bimini(800)867-4764
Travel By Dates: July 1¢t, 2019- Learn more Learn more Learn more
Qctober 31gt, 2020
Black-out Dates: Hilton at Resorts World Bimini Rollezz Villas Beach Resort
Bimini (888) 230-5688 Cat Island (242)557-0005
.h[y 4th, 200 .hly ah 2019 Learn more Learn more
November 28th, 2019 - December g,
2010 HOW TO BOOK Fountain Bay Resort & Marina The Ocean Dream Beach Resort Shannas Cove
December 20th, 2019 - January 18, Directly with participating hotels. Cat Island (242) 342-3205 Cat Island (242)342-2052 Cat Island (242) 354-4242
2020 Learn more Learn more Learn more
April 4th, 2020 - April 12h, 2020
Ly 2nd, 2020 - Jy &th, 2020 Greenwood Beach Resort Hawk’s Nest Resort & Marina Pigeon Cay Beach Club
Cat Island (242) 342-3053 Cat Island (242)342-7050 Cat Island (242) 354-5084
Looking to explore more of the Out
Learn more Learn more Learn more
Islands? View our exclusive |sland
Hopping cffer and receive $150 fuel
credit a multiple resorts. Sammy T's Beach Resort Orange Creek Inn Cape Eleuthera Resort and Marina
Cat Island (242) 354-6009 Cat Island (242)354-4110 Eleuthera (844)884-101
Learn more Learn more Learn more
Valentines Resort & Marina Greenwich Creek Lodge Riding Rock Resort and Marina

Harbour Island (866) 383-68564

1 ASrm Are

Long Island (242)337-6278

1 aSrm rmare

San Salvador (242) 33+2631

[P —



Some More Useful Stuff — Airports and Contacts
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