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 EAA 512 Placerville January 22 

Prez Sez… 
CLEAR THE FLIGHT DECK, THE 

AIRPORT IS CLOSED. WHAT YOU 

SAY? SNOW! 

CHAPTER ELECTION – Incumbents were 

reelected for the 2022 term. The same old 

older faces: Jim Wilson- President, Jim 

Pinkowski – VP, Judi Gordon – Treasurer, Rob 

Bulaga – Secretary. We have a new director, 

Neil Robinson, RV-12 builder and “old faithful” 

Dick Wampach returning after a brief absence 

from the board. Retiring Directors are Dave 

Lugert and John Crocker both departing the 

pattern without permission! This is an 

uncontrolled airfield and I don’t have executive 

power to stop them or issue a mandate to stop. 

“You may not move out of area to the coast of 

Costa Rica or the Oregon coast”.  

 

The Board extends our sincere appreciation for 

their work and service to the chapter for the 

several years. 

Dues for 2022 are due 

$20/family 
Please contact Membership Chair, 

Zane Ruckman at 

zaneeaa512@gmail.com 

to pay your dues 

IN THIS ISSUE 
 Where’s Waldo  ??? 

 

GENERAL MEETING 
 

Jan. 19 7pm 

 

Guest Speaker: Lynn Meadows 
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CHAPTER SCHOLARSHIPS – Our current EAA 

scholars, Nathan West, Jaeger Ruckman and 

Aidan Andrews have been actively flying with 

CFI Will Mathews since the middle of 

September. Two of the three student pilots 

have soloed and continue with cross-country 

planning and flight.  

 

In total, they have flown 60 hours since the mid-

September. 

• Nathan logged over 30 hours of flight 

training in Cameron Park prior to the 

final stage in preparation for his check-

ride in January or February. He 

contacted a DPE (designated pilot 

examiner) who is booked until April.  

• Jaeger soloed and started the cross-

country phase and is preparing for the 

FAA written. For his solo, he received a 

LightSpeed headset. 

• Aidan is very close to solo and on pace 

to complete flight training by this 

summer! 

 

WINTER HAS ARRIVED! 

But then, the storm of the decade swept across 

central California dumping record rainfall in the 

valley and snowfall in the Sierras and foothills. 

Placerville airport was closed for 5 days with a 

foot of snow blanketing the area. We lost an 

opportunity to open a toboggan run along the 

north flank of the mountain top runway and 

raise money for the scholarship fund!  

 

Flight operations came to a halt and some 

pilots, including myself, sat at home without 

power for 10 days, perplexed and wondering 

in the dark, if this is a result of climate change 

or global warming?  Why am I so damn cold? 

But fear not, the governor has a solution. 

Outlaw all small internal combustion engines 

for leaf blowers, snow blowers, Honda 

generators, chain saws and let’s switch to all-

electric. We will clear the runway with all new 

electric snow blowers powered by Tesla. New 

products will be invented and marketed as the 

all-wheel drive electric Tesla Blower. When 

everything is electric, where does the power 

generation come from? 

 

EAA 2021 CHAPTER SURVEY LATE NOTICE 

FROM JOHN EGAN 

The annual chapter member survey is now 

closed to all chapter members. 

 

Chapter members were encouraged to 

participate in this national membership survey. 

EAA would like to have everyone complete the 

survey by Sunday, January 1. Too late. 

 

Once the survey results are finalized, chapter 

officers will be sent their chapter’s results, 

alongside the aggregate results from the entire 

chapter network. Chapters who participate in 

this survey will have the opportunity to use this 

feedback as a way to improve the chapter 

experience for local members. Additionally, 

this annual survey provides EAA with a 

snapshot of the health of chapter network as a 

whole.  

 

Chapters having at least a 25% survey 

participation rate and a chapter membership 

recommendation score of 8 or higher (out of 

10) will receive credit toward the 2021 Chapter 

Recognition program.  

 

Tailwinds,  

John Egan 

 

CHAPTER 512 PAST PERFORMANCE 
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In 2019, the chapter received a Silver Medal. 

The award was suspended in 2020. Help us 

achieve a Silver or Gold this year by completing 

the survey which takes less than 2 minutes 

 

This was my request in the Strobe last month. I 

will share the results when they come in, 

probably next month. Will we exceed the 25% 

participation?  

  

The chapter board of directors works diligently 

on behave of chapter members to improve the 

chapter experience and we do one national 

survey a year.  

We are gearing up for a new year and 

improving our chapter hangar. We cherish our 

venue, the airport on top of a mountain, the 

Quonset hangar with a picnic area and garden 

surrounded by trees. We are so blessed as a 

chapter. We are sustaining or growing in 

membership, and thanks primarily to Judi 

Gordon, our bank account and scholarship 

fund have hit record levels. We have new 

enthusiastic and passionate members like 

Tracey Fremd who walks the airport on her 

lunch break from her medical office and has 

tackled fundraising as a personal task. Thank 

you, Tracey! 

 

We have more scholarships in 2021-2022 than 

we have ever had. We were offered a second 

Ray Scholarship last year and accepted the 

50/50 matching funds scholarship for 2022. 

We will submit another chapter application for 

the full scholarship for 2022 due the end of 

January. There is no guarantee we get the 

scholarship, but with the 50/50 scholarship, we 

are accepting application of youth ages 16 to 

18 and will interview candidates in February. 

Contact the Ray Scholarship Coordinator for 

more information. 

 

With the acquisition of a Cessna 150 trainer by 

a chapter member, the plane is available to 

chapter scholars for training. EAA 512 offers a 

unique opportunity at the Placerville airport for 

young aviators to pursue their dream.  

  

CIVIL AIR PATROL SQUADRON 85 

CAP Squadron 85 is back to share our facility. 

COVID rules require for the hangar to qualify as 

“outside” they must keep the doors open for 

the entirety of the meeting, which goes from 

6:30-9:00 PM weekly. Until the rules are 

modified, they will meet every Thursday. 

 

PANCAKE BREAKFAST/DISPLAY DAY 

STARTING IN APRIL 

The first Saturday each month from April 

through October, 0800 to 1100.  

 

CHAPTER MEETING JANUARY 19, 7 PM Lynn 

Meadows of the Ninety-Nines will be 

presenting. 

 

Hope to see a good turnout at the chapter 

gathering.  

 

Prez Sez 

Jim Wilson 

 

 

GUEST SPEAKER:  

Lynn Meadows, Ninety-Nines 

 

BIO  

I earned my private pilot license in 1978. I 

trained at a military base in the ‘70s and was the 

only woman at the time going through ground 

school and flight training. I have used my 

license purely ‘for the fun’ of flying. I have been 

a member of the Ninety-Nines (International 



 
 
 

4 
 

 

Organization of Women Pilots) for nearly 40 

years and have met many, many accomplished 

women pilots. I have held many offices in the 

Southwest Section including Membership 

chairman, Nominating committee, Board 

member, and Airmarking chairman.  

 

I have participated in two Palms to Pines air 

races for women. I have flown in 33 states and 

have over 1,600 hours as PIC. I have landed at 

First Flight airport at Kitty Hawk, NC where the 

Wright Brothers made their early flights. I was 

inducted into the Forest of Friendship in 

Atchison, KS by my former Reno High Sierra 

99s chapter in 2012. I am now a member of the 

Lake Tahoe chapter. Flying has been a 

wonderful hobby for me.  

 

 

 

  

EAA Name 

Badges 
Look cool! Personalized name badges are 
available for $14.50. Send your name and 
order to Audrey at 
greeneggs2spam@yahoo.com 
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Contacts 

Board of Directors 

President   
Jim Wilson (916) 337-6700 
james.wilson.consulting@gmail.com 

Former President  
Al Herron (530) 626-4165  
herronpvf@sbcglobal.net  

Vice President   
Jim Pinkowski (916) 952-7354 
jamespinkowski@comcast.net 

Secretary  
Robert Bulaga   
rbulaga@sbcglobal.net 

Treasurer 
Judi Gordon (847) 414-7773  
judieaa512@gmail.com  

Directors at Large 
John Crocker (916) 416-3492 
croc01.john@gmail.com  

Dave Lugert (831) 214-4247 
lugertd@yahoo.com 

 General Directors 
Dick Wampach (530) 677-8251 
rwampach@att.net 

John McPherson (530) 626-4334 
igmcplt@pacbell.net 

Chapter Committee Chairmen 

Membership Administrator 
Zane Ruckman 
 zaneeaa512@gmail.com  

Young Eagles Organizer  
Jim Pinkowski (916) 952-7354 
jamespinkowski@comcast.net 

Webmaster 
Jim Wilson (916) 337-6700  
james.wilson.consulting@gmail.com 

Editor  
Helen Brand (530) 306-3205 

more_right_rudder@yahoo.com  
EAA Flight Advisor   

Hal Stephens (530) 263-3699     
aerohal@comcast.net  

EAA Technical Counselor FAASTeam 
Coordinator   

Dick Wampach (530) 677-8251  
rwampach@att.net 

IMC/VMC Coordinator 
 Greg Stein (916) 862-0175 

greg.stein777@gmail.com  

 

  

2022 VETERAN 

*** 

VINTAGE 

AIRCRAFT DISPLAYS AT 

PLACERVILLE AIRPORT 
____SATURDAY & SUNDAY 9am-1pm __ 

APRIL 2, 3    

MAY 7, 8 

JUNE 4, 5     

JULY 2, 3 

AUG 6, 7      

SEPT 3, 4 

FREE TO THE PUBLIC 

SPONSORED BY 
HANGTOWN EAA 512 AND 
HELD IN CONJUNCTION 

WITH OUR FAMOUS 
SATURDAY PANCAKE 

BREAKFASTS 
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EAA Chapter 512 

Monthly Board of Directors  

MINUTES 

 Jan 12 2022 

Meeting called to order at: _7:02_p.m. by: Jim Wilson  
 
Board Members Present:

Jim Wilson, President 
Jim Pinkowski, Vice President 
Judi Gordon, Treasurer 
Rob Bulaga, Secretary 

Dave Lugert, General Director 
Neil Robinson, General Director 
Al Herron, Past President  

 
Others Present: 

John Crocker  Glenn Gordon   Tracey Fremd
 
Approval of Minutes 
 Motion to approve by Jim Pinkowski.  Seconded by Judi Gordon.  Unanimously approved. 
  
Board Member Reports 

○ Jim Wilson – President 
▪ Ray Aviation Scholarship  

● Two types of Ray Scholarships are available:  the Straight-Up grant that we’ve been awarded 
in the past and a 50/50 Matching Funds, where the Chapter foots half the bill.  The 50/50 is 
guaranteed upon application.  The Straight-Up is not guaranteed.  The Board voted to submit 
applications for both types.  

● Identified potential candidates:  Ben Varozza, 17 yr; Judah Winger, 16  yr 
● Part of the awardee’s requirements are that they participate in Chapter events.  Our 

Scholarship Committee will put together an info packet listing activities that are available for 
the awardees.  We may institute a separate, monthly meeting for the awardees and their 
parents. 

▪ Ray Aviation Scholarship Awardee Status 
○ Jaeger Ruckman - 2021 RAY SCHOLAR  

■ At year end, Jaeger has logged a total of 23.1 hours.  Due to weather, he flew only 
0.9 hours in December.  Great Planes LLC invoiced the scholarship fund for $90 for 
that time.  Payment was approved. 

○ Aidan Andrews - 2021 RAY SCHOLAR 
■ At year end, Aidan has logged 11.2 hours; 5.3 in December.  Great Planes LLC 

invoiced the scholarship fund for $530 for that time.  Payment was approved. 
■ For various reasons, Aiden and his father, Matt, have decided to terminate training 

at Placerville in the Cessna 150 and will now switch to Cameron Park and Sierra 
Nevada Flight Instruction. 

▪ Sonny Atkins Scholarship 
○ Nathan West  

■ Nathan has a total of 60 hours and is nearing his recommendation ride. 
■ All of his Atkins Scholarship funds have been spent.  Additional costs are being paid 

by him directly to Great Planes LLC and his flight instructor.  
○ A meeting of the Board to review and revise the Atkins Scholarship guidelines was 

scheduled for late December.  Weather and power outages delayed that meeting.  A new 
meeting date will be scheduled. 

▪ Upcoming Events 
○ Chapter meeting 1/19/22 presenter Lynn Meadows, 99ers 

 

○ Jim Pinkowski – Vice President 
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  ● Name Tags for New Members.  Different options were discussed.  This item will be continued at 

a future meeting. 

● New Member Recruitment Initiative 

○ Current Chapter Member Questionnaire (to better know our inherent strengths and 

weaknesses) 

○ Community outreach for new member Recruitment: 

○ Recruit guests attending our general meetings 

 
o Judi Gordon – Treasurer, Membership 

● Banking account balances as of 12/31/2021: 

○ Cash and checks on hand: $6,786.28 

○ Chase Checking # 6001: $17,780.02 

○ Chase Savings # 8668:  $2,922.46 (Airport security account held in trust. Not property of 

EAA 512) 

DESCRIPTION AMOUNT (AS OF 12/31/2021) 

SUNNY ATKINS SCHOLARSHIP FUNDS $14,366.81 (NW: $0, LR: $1,500) 

RAY FOUNDATION SCHOLARSHIP FUNDS $8,038.54 (JR: $4,923.54, AA: $3,115) 

OPERATING FUNDS $2,160.95 

TOTAL $24,566.30 PLUS $2,922.46 IN AIRPORT SECURITY 
ACCOUNT 

 

○ Rob Bulaga – Secretary 
▪ The Chapter’s annual audit is due in February.  The Treasurer will coordinate. 

 
Committee Reports 

o Fundraising – Tracey Fremd 

▪ Aviation related businesses 

▪ Public and private grants 

▪ Endowments & Wills 

▪ Contributions 

○ Scholarship – Dave Lugert, John Crocker, Jim Wilson, Judi Gordon 

▪ Tobias Kline has completed his first semester of Aviation Mechanics training.  We will pursue 

tool donations to support this training (see below). 

○ Chapter Tools – Dale Kral 

▪ Dave Lugert to discussed a potential source of tools from retired mechanics.  These could be 

used either for the Chapter or to support our scholarship students.  

 

New Business 

o Pancake Breakfasts 

▪ Dick Wampach requests we improve the grill.  The burners are hard to control the temperature. 

We have served a lot of too dark pancakes in our last few gatherings.  We have a reputation to 

maintain "The best pancakes east of Cedar Ravine" 

The Lincoln EAA Chapter also holds their Pancake Breakfasts on the first Saturday of the month.   



 
 
 

8 
 

 

 

  

▪ A brief discussion on whether we should change our date ensued.  Further discussion will be 

held. 

o Awards – The annual pins and certificates that EAA National gives out were received too late to be 

distributed at the Christmas Party.  They will be awarded at the General Meeting on Jan 19th. 

o Civil Air Patrol – The CAP will be holding regular meeting in the Chapter hangar on Thursday nights. 

 
Meeting adjourned at _9:02_p.m. by: Jim Wilson 
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EAA Chapter 512 
Monthly General Gathering 

Dec 15, 2021 

Minutes 
Holiday Party Meeting 

 
Happy Hour started at 5:00 PM 
Food served at 6:20 PM 
 
Number Present:  41 
 
ANNOUNCEMENTS 

• Jim Pinkowski presented Jim Wilson with a plaque thanking him for all he has done over the 
years for the Chapter.  Dave Lugert added comments about how Jim has successfully tackled the 
Ray Scholarship tasks. 

• Jim Wilson thanked all and commented on the Chapter’s challenges and achievements over the 
past year. 

 
Dessert served at 7:12 PM 
 
Gift exchange commenced at 7:20 PM 
 
Meeting adjourned at 8:05 PM 


