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Annual Christmas Dinner
Our annual Christmas Dinner was held on January 16 at the SD Air & Space Museum, and it was 
a big success. Before dinner was served, people had a chance to visit and to wander through 
the museum and look over all the displays.  After an incredibly scrumptious meal, President 
John Glasford introduced  MSGT Jim Blair. MSGT Blair updated us about future plans for the 
museum. Next up was Chuck Childs who was one of the Berlin Airlift pilots who attended the 
Independence Bowl in Louisiana. The pilots who were able to attend were  awarded the Spirit 
of Independence Award on behalf of all Berlin Airlift participants. Then Shawn Gab shared a 
video of last summer’s Open House at the Rapid City airport and of the Ford Tri-Motor that we 
will be sponsoring at this year’s Open House. It was a wonderful event, enjoyed by all who were 
able to attend. THANK YOU, BETTY AND MILO!

More photos on our webpage 

http://39.EAAchapter.org
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John’s Jabberings…
By John Glasford

I hope everyone enjoyed our Christmas party and dinner at the Ellsworth Air and Space 
Museum.  It was a nice venue and food was good.  I want to thank everyone that attended for 
coming out on such a cold January evening.  MSGT Jim Blair gave us a great presentation on the 
museum, what they have done in the past year and some of the future plans.  I would also like to 
thank Milo Schindler for his hard work in organizing our party.  If anyone has feedback on the 
party venue or meal please take some time and let me know.  Next year we will need someone 
to step up and take the reins from Milo, so I’m looking for a volunteer. 

The weather has been a pretty typical January with lots of wind and clouds.  There haven’t been 
too many good flying days, so I’m getting pretty antsy for better flying weather.  I am looking 
forward to getting a project or two started for our chapter.  As I mentioned at the party Gary 
Schroeder has an RV8 that is in process and he has agreed to let the chapter members become 
involved.  At our February meeting I would like to discuss our next steps and get a group 
organized to start on this project.

I am still looking for input and ideas on opportunities on what the interest is for education and 
speakers at our monthly meetings.  I would like to see a mix of things to keep it interesting for 
everyone.  The way for this chapter to stay healthy and grow is through involvement from every 
member.   Let’s see what we can do to make this a great EAA chapter! Our February meeting will 
have Bill Eldridge speaking about his B2 experiences. 

Hope to see everyone at the meeting. 

Interesting Runways

Madeira Airport
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Chapter 39

Officers
President John Glasford
Vice President Mike Harmon
Secretary Gary Schroeder
Treasurer Scott Christiansen

Volunteers
Newsletter & Web Manager Molly Benkert
Young Eagles Brenda Nolan
Safety Officer Jerry Densmore

Tech Advisor Jerry Densmore

By Scott Christiansen

Balance brought forward…………….....…$2414.47

Income:
Dinner  and dues……………………………..…..2021.00

Expenses:
Air & Space Museum donation……………….400.00
EAA renewal & insurance…….……………..….490.00
Dinner…………………………………………………..1390.00

Balance on hand…………….…………..…….…$2155.47

Treasurer’s Report

Next Meeting:
Tuesday, February 9

at Chapter 39 Clubhouse

6:30 Hangar Talk
(Scott & Molly. will provide treats.)

7:00  Meeting

Program: Bill Eldridge will be 
speaking about his B2 experiences

February  Birthdays:

Milo Schindler—4th
Darrel Sauder—9th
Molly Benkert—9th
Randy Daughenbaugh—10th 
Dan Benkert—10th 
Rob Burton—11th

Don Williamson—21st 
Howard Larsen—24th

Larry Vail—25th
Ken Post—27th 

Hangar Space Available Soon
Bruce Bowen will have some hangar space 
available sometime soon at Sturgis Airport 49B. 
If you are interested please contact him at 605-
490-1139 or email 
at bbgunssturgis@gmail.com

Have you paid your 2016 chapter dues?

If you haven’t, checks should be made out to EAA 
Chapter 39 and mailed to Scott Christiansen at 
13091 Mission Hill Loop, RC 57702Coming soon: Dan B.’s new Tri Champ

Rob Burton shares his memories of AirVenture 
2015 on pages 4 & 5. It’s not to early to start 
thinking about AirVenture 2916!

http://mail.aol.com/32447-311/aol-1/en-us/mail/get-attachment.aspx?uid=1.30422456&folder=NewMail&partId=2
http://mail.aol.com/32447-311/aol-1/en-us/mail/get-attachment.aspx?uid=1.30422456&folder=NewMail&partId=2
http://mail.aol.com/32447-311/aol-1/en-us/mail/get-attachment.aspx?uid=1.30422456&folder=NewMail&partId=2
http://mail.aol.com/32447-311/aol-1/en-us/mail/get-attachment.aspx?uid=1.30422456&folder=NewMail&partId=2
file://localhost/tel/605-490-1139
mailto:bbgunssturgis@gmail.com
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