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Above it All 
June 2023 

setting a very high standard for himself in au-
to racing, shooting competition and aircraft 
construction.  He won three national awards 
from EAA, one a Gold Lindy, the highest 
award in any given year a builder can 
achieve.  Those of us that knew him will miss 
him very much. 
 
 Rich Theobald has been working in 
the last month on extending internet access to 
the T-hanger tenants.  For an $80 fee, hard-
ware for internet access is being installed in 
hangers so we can file flight plans, download 
databases and get technical manuals in our 
hangers.  At this point there is no monthly fee 
as I have for my cellphone switch, so break-
even is three months and then cheaper to have 
an internet switch and data in my hanger.  See 
Rich if interested. 
 
 Our meeting this month will be the 
same day as Lyle’s funeral, June 20, at 
6:30pm in EAA Hanger 88.  We are hosting 
Joseph Ricciotti of LaCrosse, WI and Justin 
Schultz of the Quad Cities weather forecast-
ing stations.  They look forward to giving a 
PowerPoint and having a back-and-forth dis-
cussion about forecasting the weather and 
what products we are using for our flight 
planning.  No EAA Chapter meeting in July 
as so many members are at EAA AirVenture. 
 
Fair skies and Tailwinds, 
 
 - Chuck Weber,  
    EAA Chapter 327 President 

 It has been a 
busy month in the life of 
EAA Chapter 327!  The 
short version is we host-
ed a Young Eagles 
event, beloved long-time 
member Lyle Hefel 
passed away, and our 
program for this month 
are the weather forecast-
ers from LaCrosse and 

Quad Cities.  More details follow. 
 
 Sunday morning, June 4, was a beautiful 
day.  I am so proud of our Chapter!  Due to YE 
Coordinator Rich Theobald, we had 12 pilots, 
10 airplanes and over 20 ground volunteers.  
Things went smoothly.  We had 120 Young Ea-
gles registered and flew 82 young people ages 8
-17 on flights, including 31 girls and 50 boys.  
A reporter for KCRG flew on an Eagle Flight 
and did two segments including EAA, CAP and 
our ground volunteers.  John Dutcher flew from 
Waterloo to participate and offer insight into 
how they do their YE event.  85% of the partici-
pants were first timers.  It was a safe and fun 
event, and no one went home hungry thanks to 
left-over graduation food. 
 
 Lyle Hefel, builder of seven Van’s RV 
airplanes, and host to several other builds in his 
workshop, passed away on Thursday, June 8, at 
86 years old.  Bridger wrote a nice article for 
our EAA Chapter 327 Face Book page about 
Lyle.  The obituary is posted on Leonard’s Fu-
neral Home website.  Visitation is from 10-
11am, and funeral services are scheduled on 
Tuesday, June 20, 11am at Holy Ghost Church, 
2921 Central Avenue in Dubuque.  For our 
newer members, Lyle worked as a machinist for 
John Deere in the experimental division.  He 
was known as a perfectionist in all that he did, 

https://www.facebook.com/EAA75/
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Longtime EAA member Lyle Hefel Passes 
 

It is with heavy hearts that we share the news of the passing of a former and longtime EAA Chapter 75 of Quad Cities IA/IL, 
longtime EAA Chapter 327 and national EAA member, and master Van's RV builder Lyle Hefel, 86, of Dubuque, Iowa. He 
passed away on June 8, 2023, at Stonehill Care Center in Dubuque, Iowa. You can read his full obituary here. 
 
For those that haven't seen Lyle's work up close, you are really missing something special. His Van's RV airplanes that he 
built from the RV-4, RV-6, RV-7 and multiple RV-8s were works of art. He even did the painting himself. May his spirit soar 
high in the heavens, forever remembered as a beacon of inspiration, and a true embodiment of The Spirit of Aviation. 
 
Some of Lyle's airplanes won awards at EAA AirVenture Oshkosh in the homebuilt/kitbuilt category -- 1996 (RV-4 
N762LH), 1999 (RV-8 N458LH), 2001 (RV-8 N235LH), 2004 (N757LH), 2008 (RV-8 N98LH), and 2012 (RV-7 N747LH). 
 
In 2015, the Telegraph Herald wrote an article that featured Lyle and his passion for building airplanes.  

Lyle Hefel receives the 
prestigious Goldy 
Lindy - Grand Cham-
pion Award in the 
homebuilt/kitbuilt cat-
egory at EAA 
AirVenture Oshkosh 
2001. Image Courtesy 

Lyle Hefel accepts the prestig-
ious Goldy Lindy - Grand 
Champion Award in the home-
built/kitbuilt category at EAA 
AirVenture Oshkosh 2001 from 
EAA Founder Paul Poberezny. 
Image Courtesy Of EAA Chap-
ter 75. 

David Wilson and Lyle Hefel 
both won awards at EAA 
AirVenture Oshkosh 2001. 
David won the award for his 
homebuilt Van's RV-8 
(N297DW) and Lyle for his 
homebuilt Van's RV-8 
(N235LH). David was also a 
member of EAA Chapter 75. 
Image Courtesy of EAA 
Chapter 75. 

Gregory Klema, Sue Klema 
and Lyle Hefel enjoying the 
sights and surroundings at 
Wendt's on the Lake in Van 
Dyne, WI. Image Courtesy of 
EAA Chapter 75.  

Visitation 
Date: Tuesday, June 20, 2023 
Time: 10:00 AM to 11:00 AM 
Location: Holy Spirit Parish, Holy Ghost Church 
                 2921 Central Ave. 
                 Dubuque, Iowa 52001 
 
Funeral Service 
Date: Tuesday, June 20, 2023 
Time: After the Visitation 
Location: Holy Spirit Parish, Holy Ghost Church 
                 2921 Central Ave. 
                 Dubuque, Iowa 52001 
 
Final Resting Place 
Date: Tuesday, June 20, 2023 
Time: After the Funeral Service 
Location: Mount Calvary Cemetery 
                 1111 Davis St, 
                 Dubuque, IA 52001 

https://www.leonardfuneralhome.com/obituary/Lyle-Hefel
https://www.iowadot.gov/aviation/news/pdfs/Builder's%20reputation%20is%20flying%20high%20-%20THonline.pdf
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EAA Chapter 33 
Fly-In Breakfast 

Marion, IA 
Sunday June, 25th, 7 AM - 11:30 AM 

 

 
WHAT: 
Join EAA Chapter 33, as they host the annual fly-in/drive-in breakfast at the 
Marion, Iowa, airport (C17). 
A pancake breakfast will be served from 7 a.m. to 11:30 a.m., with aircraft 
and classic cars on display as well as other vendors. 
Breakfast is $9, $5 for ages 5-12 and free for 4 and under. All proceeds bene-
fit EAA Chapter 33, an aviation non-profit that serves Cedar Rapids, Iowa 
City, and surrounding communities through flight training scholarships and 
Young Eagles. 
 
WHERE: 
Marion Iowa Airport 
1690 Marion Airport Road 
Marion, IA 52302 
 
CONTACT US: 
Justin Cook, Event Coordinator 
(319) 551-0888 or Vice-President@EAA33.org 
 
Click here for more information. 

mailto:Vice-President@EAA33.org
https://go.eaa.org/OTEwLVNFVS0wNzMAAAGMTuEt5GY1znOzzGJSbqOyOiULJR77qT0toc3sOwbT6FbUKGZz_DugROTR73FczP0r-K5ssYc=


Above it All! 

June 2023  Page 7 

Local Calendar of Events 
 
For many other Aviation Related events, visit the 
following websites.  Click on the following links.  
Will only list events submitted to the editor and 
other most local events here. 
 
EAA Aviation Calendar of Events 
AOPA Calendar of Events 
Iowa DOT Office of Aviation Calendar 
Wisconsin Fly-Ins and Airshow Event Calendar 
Fly-Ins.com Calendar Website 
Fun Places to Fly Website 
Social Flight Calendar 
Midwest Flyer Magazine Calendar 

Send event information on those activities that would interest the membership.  Will be delighted to include any information 
on aviation related activities, fly-in breakfasts, etc.  e-Mail your information to Bob.Woodward312@gmail.com. 

We would like to make you aware that as always, in past, present, and future, any communications issued by Experimental Aircraft Association, Chapter 327, regardless of the 
form, format, and/or media used, which includes, but is not limited to, “Above It All” and audio/ video recordings is presented only in the light of a clearing house of ideas, opin-
ions, and personal experience accounts. Anyone using ideas, opinions, information, etc. does so at their own discretion and risk. Therefore, no responsibility or liability is ex-
pressed, or implied, and you are without recourse to anyone. Any event announced and/or listed herein is done so as a matter of information only and does not constitute approval, 

EAA CHAPTER 327 OFFICERS 
(Effective January 2022) 
 

President 
Chuck Weber                        563-663-3646 
charlesbweber@me.com 

 
Vice President 

Ron (RV) Vauhgn 
Rvboop1@yousq.net  563-543-7021 
 

Treasurer 
Brett Pearce 
Pearcebindbq@gmail.com 563-581-6284  
 

Secretary 
Bob Woodward                     563-543-2194 
Bob.woodward312@gmail.com 
 

 

Past  President  
Wally Brown    563-580-0214 
Wallace.e.brown@gmail.com  
                                                 

 
Web Site Editor 

Nancy Du Plessis  
nancydupe@gmail.com 815-281-0399 
 

Newsletter Editor 
Bob Woodward                       563-543-2194 
Bob.woodward312@gmail.com 
 

Facebook Editor 
Bridger Hawkinson 563-581-3389 
bridgerhawk03@mail.com 
 
 
    
 

 
 
 

 
 

Chapter Website: www.327.eaachapter.org 
Facebook:  https://www.facebook.com/EAA327  

 
EAA Chapter 327 
IMC Club 
 
 
 

“To promote instrument flying,  
proficiency, and safety” 
 
 
Meets:  7pm, 2nd Thurs of month 
Location:  Dubuque Airport Terminal 
Conference Room 
 
For more information contact: charles-
bweber@me.com 
 

Tuesday, June 20, 2023 Chapter Meeting 
Location: EAA Chapter Hangar 88 — KDBQ  

 

6:30PM Dinner and 7:00 Meeting 
 

Program: Joseph Ricciotti of LaCrosse, WI and Justin Schultz 
 of the Quad Cities weather forecasting stations. 

https://www.eaa.org/eaa/events-and-experiences
https://www.aopa.org/community/events/
https://iowadot.gov/aviation/calendar-of-events
http://wisconsindot.gov/Pages/doing-bus/aeronautics/trng-evnts/flyins.aspx
http://www.flyins.com/
http://www.funplacestofly.com/
http://socialflight.com/index.php
http://www.midwestflyer.com/?page_id=834
https://www.facebook.com/EAA327
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Chapter 327 Flight Instructors 

Here is a listing of Chapter 327 members that are flight instructors and would be willing to help with primary 
flight instruction, your next BFR or other.  If you are a Chapter member and a flight instructor please let me know 
and  I will include your name in the listing.  Additions/Corrections are welcome! 

CFI / CFII Phone New Students CFII BFR IFP Airports Plane 

Mike Nickeson 563/451-6246 Yes Yes Yes Yes DBQ Owners, Club Plane 

        

e-mail - Bob Woodward (bob.woodward312@gmail.com) to add your name to the  list. 

Date Time Title Presenter(s) 

6/14/23 7 p.m. CDT Tips for Flying Into EAA AirVenture 2023 
Qualifies for FAA WINGS credit. 

Fred Stadler 

6/20/23 7 p.m. CDT How to Celebrate International Aerobatics 
Day 
Qualifies for FAA WINGS credit. 

Gordon Penner 

6/21/23 7 p.m. CDT EAA AirVenture 2023 Features and Attrac-
tions 

Rick Larsen 

6/22/23 7 p.m. CDT International Aerobatics Day: What's It All 
About? 
Qualifies for FAA WINGS credit. 

Patty Wagstaff 

6/28/23 7 p.m. CDT Ultralight/Homebuilt Rotorcraft Arrival Proce-
dures - AirVenture 2023 
Qualifies for FAA WINGS credit. 

Mark Spang 

7/5/23 7 p.m. CDT FAA- Here to Help 
Qualifies for FAA WINGS and AMT credit. 

Mike Busch 

7/11/23 7 p.m. CDT 916iS - The New Rotax Engine 
Homebuilders Webinar Series 

Nino Tavio 

7/12/23 7 p.m. CDT How to Ground an Airplane 
Qualifies for FAA WINGS and AMT credit. 

Prof. H. Paul 
Shuch 

Upcoming EAA Webinars 
Go to www.eaa.org/webinars to view the schedule and to register. 

https://pages.eaa.org/2023-06-14WBN_FlyingIntoAV_LP-Registration.html
https://pages.eaa.org/2023-06-20WBN_InternationalAerobaticsDay2_LP-Registration.html
https://pages.eaa.org/2023-06-20WBN_InternationalAerobaticsDay2_LP-Registration.html
https://pages.eaa.org/2023-06-21WBN_AVFeaturesAttractions_LP-Registration.html
https://pages.eaa.org/2023-06-21WBN_AVFeaturesAttractions_LP-Registration.html
https://pages.eaa.org/2023-06-22WBN_InternationalAerobaticsDay_LP-Registration.html
https://pages.eaa.org/2023-06-22WBN_InternationalAerobaticsDay_LP-Registration.html
https://pages.eaa.org/2023-06-28WBN_UL-HB_AVArrival_LP-Registration.html
https://pages.eaa.org/2023-06-28WBN_UL-HB_AVArrival_LP-Registration.html
https://pages.eaa.org/2023-07-05WBN_HereToHelp_LP-Registration.html
https://pages.eaa.org/2023-07-11WBN_NewRotaxEngine_LP-Registration.html
https://pages.eaa.org/2023-07-12WBN_GroundAnAirplane_LP-Registration.html
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