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From The Desk of the President 

EXPERIMENTAL AIRCRAFT ASSOCIATION CHAPTER 327 - DUBUQUE IA USA 
www.327eaachapter.org    www.facebook.com/EAA327/ 

Above it All 
April 2023 

the support of your friends and other members in the 
Chapter.  Print it for your personal reference.   

We had a treat in Hanger 88 last Thursday.  A friend of 
member Bill Fitch is a fellow Ham radio operator and 
works with a group of kids from the Marshall Islands 
who are members of the Church of the Latter Day 
Saints.  Bill invited Colin Wheatley and the boys with 
two adult Marshallese leaders to come to our hanger 
and see airplane projects and talk about careers in avia-
tion.  There were about 10 boys from 8 to 16 years old 
with lots of energy.  They ran around poking each oth-
er, laughing, singing and dancing while we showed 
them our personal planes and took them to the EAA 
Observation Area to use the binoculars.   It was a beau-
tiful night and I think everyone had a great time.  I had 
the pleasure of engaging one of the leaders in their 
story of coming to Dubuque for a better education and 
job as a high school student, and now has two kids who 
have finished University educations.  Not easy to leave 
home, language, culture and everything you know.  He 
is really pleased at the opportunities his grown children 
have.  This reminded me not to take what we have for 
granted.   
 
Our Ray Scholar student Andrew Barbee is setting a 
record on number of Private Pilot check rides sched-
uled.  I think he is up to number 8 now.  Weather has 
been the main issue, but one of them was cancelled 
when his driver license was discovered to be expired.  
We are hoping he’ll be celebrating achieving his Pilot’s 
license really soon.  The second Ray Scholar student 
Austin Haubenstricker, hopes to resume his pilot train-
ing in the CAP 172 this spring.  I believe his CFI Des-
tiny Carpenter has been checked out in the CAP plane.  
Austin has been meeting with her to do ground school 
over the winter.   
 
Our April meeting will start at 6:30 next week the usu-
al third Tuesday in EAA Hanger 88.  Expect a light 
supper, pizza this time, with Don Hedeman bringing it 
out.  We’ll be talking about calendar and survey re-
sults, so bring your ideas and suggestions for the com-
ing year.  I’ll have video media for your edification and 
entertainment should the discussion end before our 
hour of meeting is over. 
 
Blue skies and tailwinds, 
Chuck Weber, EAA Chapter 327 President 

Wow!  Spring sprung with green grass 
and flowering trees in blossom, and there 
are five inches of potential snow forecast 
for tomorrow.  That’s an Iowa April for 
you.  Gotta love it.  I put my snowplow 
away so hoping it will melt quickly.  
There is lots of news to share this month. 
 

First off, we were awarded Gold Chapter status for 2022 
by national EAA.  That requires 9 of 10 criteria being 
fulfilled (we did 10 of 10), so thanks for everyone’s en-
thusiasm and help in making all these things happen.  
We’ll be joining the most active chapters in the nation 
being recognized by national EAA again this year. 
 
Chapter Member Bryan Gutraj received the 2023 AOPA 
award for Best Flight Instructor on a national level.  This 
was announced just last week in Oshkosh. He is Treasurer 
Brett Pearce’s CFII.  What a nice reflection on Bryan’s 
efforts at UD and in the aviation community.  Congratula-
tions!  More articles will be coming in the AOPA press in 
the weeks and months to come so look for those.  Here is 

a link to an AOPA article about Bryan’s award:  https://
www.aopa.org/news-and-media/all-news/2023/
april/13/best-flight-school-instructor-revealed 
 
Results are back on the EAA National Chapter survey we 
took at the end of 2022.  Sixty three Chapter members 
participated, and 89% would recommend our Chapter to a 
colleague.  Here is a link to the survey.  I hope you’ll 
review it.  Especially question 17’s answers are interest-
ing where members recommend one thing to improve the 
Chapter.  I hope more members will pick just one thing 
they are interested in and agree to lead that project.  It is 
good for the Chapter to have a more distributed leader-
ship model.  Here is the clickable link to the survey:  
https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/
d/1ZzS4aQY_zPE_WDwSKQDAWvM2OO4b8BlJ/
edit#gid=1947443020 
 
Greg Stopyra is Secretary to Chapter 75 in Moline and 
shared a Google calendar with me he has been working 
on for his chapter.  I plugged in our Chapter events and 
what Airport Manager Todd Dalsing suggested we help 
with.  You can link to it here:  https://docs.google.com/
document/
d/14yp52tmz10uxuslf71cAScj2nC3BKHreHkHxW1SyZ
mw/edit   If you have additional or different ideas, please 
mention to a Chapter Officer.  It will be especially appre-
ciated if you offer to take the idea and run with it, with 

https://www.facebook.com/EAA75/
https://www.aopa.org/news-and-media/all-news/2023/april/13/best-flight-school-instructor-revealed
https://www.aopa.org/news-and-media/all-news/2023/april/13/best-flight-school-instructor-revealed
https://www.aopa.org/news-and-media/all-news/2023/april/13/best-flight-school-instructor-revealed
https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1ZzS4aQY_zPE_WDwSKQDAWvM2OO4b8BlJ/edit#gid=1947443020
https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1ZzS4aQY_zPE_WDwSKQDAWvM2OO4b8BlJ/edit#gid=1947443020
https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1ZzS4aQY_zPE_WDwSKQDAWvM2OO4b8BlJ/edit#gid=1947443020
https://docs.google.com/document/d/14yp52tmz10uxuslf71cAScj2nC3BKHreHkHxW1SyZmw/edit
https://docs.google.com/document/d/14yp52tmz10uxuslf71cAScj2nC3BKHreHkHxW1SyZmw/edit
https://docs.google.com/document/d/14yp52tmz10uxuslf71cAScj2nC3BKHreHkHxW1SyZmw/edit
https://docs.google.com/document/d/14yp52tmz10uxuslf71cAScj2nC3BKHreHkHxW1SyZmw/edit
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54
th

 Anniversary of EAA Chapter 327 was on April 7, 2003 
 

54 years before April 7, 2023 was April 7 of 1969.  That was the founding of the Dubu-
que Chapter of EAA.  The National organization was founded in 1953 by Paul Poberez-
ny who was President until 1989, and was then Chairman of the Board until 2009.   
 
The sole surviving active member of our 
Chapter who was there at the founding is 
Stacey Murdock (left), who lives near Atlan-
ta in the winter to be near his grandchildren, 
and comes back to Dubuque in the summer.  
Member Joe Weber tells me his brother was 
also a part of the first Chapter in Dubuque, 
but he is no longer involved with aviation.   

 
Thanks to Stacey for getting us started when I was 9 years old, and 
some of us weren’t even born.  It is still fun to be around EAA and 
celebrate the joy of flying!                   - Chuck Weber 

Chapter Camping for Airventure - Sign up now!!!! 
- Bob Woodward (bob.woodward312@gmail.com.   563/543-2194) 

 
EAA Airventure at Oshkosh is just 100 days away! For the last couple of years we’ve been reserving 6 camping spots (the 
maximum possible) in the Chapter Camping area. We plan to do that again this year and I will be taking reservations starting 
this Tuesday, April 18. I plan to enter the reservations around Friday, May 5th. 
 
For each camping location I need to get the person who is reserving the spot (they MUST be a  current EAA national member 
with EAA number) and we have to pay in full in advance. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Rather than paying by the day, a campsite is staked out until the convention ends. Chapters are able to purchase in advance 
two to six campsites at a flat rate in order to establish a chapter base of operations. Since the campsites will be staked out in 
advance, each chapter can direct its members to camp in the vicinity of this area.  
 
1. Chapters can secure two to six campsites. This years cost will be $306.00 per campsite. (Note: This is for camping only. 

You must purchase a separate admission for each day attended or the week. 
2. No need to travel to Oshkosh early to stake out your chapter group camping area. Due to the campground already being 

open for weeks, with many sites already filled in highly desired areas, chapter campsites will be staked out as close as 
possible to the desired locations listed by the chapter. 

3. At least one camping person per individual camping site must be a current chapter member and a current EAA member 
through the end of AirVenture Oshkosh. A list of EAA members (one per campsite) to attend with the chapter (who must 
be current through the end of AirVenture Oshkosh) will be provided in writing to the camper registration staff with the 
chapter camping request form. 

4. When you submit your reservation through me, I need to know if you will be in a camper (up to 30’ long) or a tent. 
5. Chapter camping is only available in Camp Scholler, aircraft camping is excluded. 
6. No refunds due to early departure are allowed for these campsites. 
 
The past couple of years we’ve had a number of people who’ve asked to get a spot at the “last minute” (a few weeks before 
the event) when we were already full. This year I’d like to get reservations sooner to get a good spot. I will need payment in 
full for each spot reserved. If you are interested in joining us in the Chapter Camping area July 24-30, please don’t delay!!! 
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WANTED 
Young Eagles Pilots 

 
The EAA is celebrating the 30th anniversary of its Young Eagles program; as part of this celebration, they are 

giving local EAA Chapters double credits through July for conducting YE events. We are planning to sponsor 

an event this spring and would like to establish a pool of pilots who would like to fly the Young Eagles. If you 

are interested in diving into our pool you need to complete the following steps: 

1.) Go to https://youtu.be/5kAjq-d3nnA and review the EAA’s video describing how to sign up as a pilot. 

2.) Go to and log into your account at www.EAA.org then navigate to My Account>Go To Training>Youth 

Protection Training. After you have completed the Youth Protection Training proceed onto complete 

the Background Check by going to  https://www.eaa.org/eaa/youth/youth-protection-policy-and-

program for a description of the steps to complete EAA’s Youth Protection & Background Check pro-

gram. 

3.) If you would like to fly some individual YE flights, visit https://youtu.be/Lrk10ksz-nM to learn how to 

sign up for these flights so that the Chapter receives its credits and the Young Eagles get their full 

benefits from the EAA. If you are interested in the individual flights and would like some names con-

tact me at rjtheobald@yahoo.com.  

 

 Signup Requirements Before Flight Requirements 

 

https://youtu.be/5kAjq-d3nnA
http://www.EAA.org
https://www.eaa.org/eaa/youth/youth-protection-policy-and-program
https://www.eaa.org/eaa/youth/youth-protection-policy-and-program
https://youtu.be/Lrk10ksz-nM
mailto:rjtheobald@yahoo.com
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Congressman Visits Dubuque Airport to Encourage Kids 
 

Recently elected from Western Wisconsin, to the 
US House of Representatives, Congressman Der-
rick van Orden visited the Airport on Wednesday, 
April 5.  Jon Haubenstricker, an EAA Chapter 327 
member, met Representative van Orden in Wash-
ington, D.C and invited him to visit with the Civil 
Air Patrol cadets, who are also member of Chapter 
327.   
 

 
We had a ride in the CAP Cessna 172, but winds 
gusting over 35 knots and a low ceiling conspired 
against us.  One of the cadets, Jack Newhouse, is 
interested in a US Military Academy application, 
and a career in aviation. Rep van Orden is a re-
tired Navy Seal, and very supportive of the mili-
tary and country he served.   
 

With the orientation flight scrubbed, he and his 
staff went to the Jet Center Conference room and 
told his personal story, then went around the 
room speaking to each Cadet and most of the 
adults, encouraging them to “Do” and not just 
“Dream”.  It was very inspirational and time well 
spent. 
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Local Calendar of Events 
 
For many other Aviation Related events, visit the 
following websites.  Click on the following links.  
Will only list events submitted to the editor and 
other most local events here. 
 
EAA Aviation Calendar of Events 
AOPA Calendar of Events 
Iowa DOT Office of Aviation Calendar 
Wisconsin Fly-Ins and Airshow Event Calendar 
Fly-Ins.com Calendar Website 
Fun Places to Fly Website 
Social Flight Calendar 
Midwest Flyer Magazine Calendar 

Send event information on those activities that would interest the membership.  Will be delighted to include any information 
on aviation related activities, fly-in breakfasts, etc.  e-Mail your information to Bob.Woodward312@gmail.com. 

We would like to make you aware that as always, in past, present, and future, any communications issued by Experimental Aircraft Association, Chapter 327, regardless of the 
form, format, and/or media used, which includes, but is not limited to, “Above It All” and audio/ video recordings is presented only in the light of a clearing house of ideas, opin-
ions, and personal experience accounts. Anyone using ideas, opinions, information, etc. does so at their own discretion and risk. Therefore, no responsibility or liability is ex-
pressed, or implied, and you are without recourse to anyone. Any event announced and/or listed herein is done so as a matter of information only and does not constitute approval, 

EAA CHAPTER 327 OFFICERS 
(Effective January 2022) 
 

President 
Chuck Weber                        563-663-3646 
charlesbweber@me.com 

 
Vice President 

Don Hedeman 
dhedeman@me.com 563-583-4390 
 

Treasurer 
Brett Pearce 
Pearcebindbq@gmail.com 563-581-6284  
 

Secretary 
Bob Woodward                     563-543-2194 
Bob.woodward312@gmail.com 
 

 

Past  President  
Wally Brown    563-580-0214 
Wallace.e.brown@gmail.com  
                                                 

 
Web Site Editor 

Nancy Du Plessis  
nancydupe@gmail.com 815-281-0399 
 

Newsletter Editor 
Bob Woodward                       563-543-2194 
Bob.woodward312@gmail.com 
 

Facebook Editor 
Bridger Hawkinson 563-581-3389 
bridgerhawk03@mail.com 
 
 
    
 

 
 
 

 
 

Chapter Website: www.327.eaachapter.org 
Facebook:  https://www.facebook.com/EAA327  

 
EAA Chapter 327 
IMC Club 
 
 
 

“To promote instrument flying,  
proficiency, and safety” 
 
 
Meets:  7pm, 2nd Thurs of month 
Location:  Dubuque Airport Terminal 
Conference Room 
 
For more information contact: charles-
bweber@me.com 
 

Tuesday, April 18, 2023 Chapter Meeting 
Location: EAA Chapter Hangar 88 — KDBQ  

 

6:30PM Dinner (courtesy of Don Hedeman) and 7:00 meeting 

 
Program: Discuss calendar and survey results, your ideas and 

suggestions for the coming year, chapter video. 

https://www.eaa.org/eaa/events-and-experiences
https://www.aopa.org/community/events/
https://iowadot.gov/aviation/calendar-of-events
http://wisconsindot.gov/Pages/doing-bus/aeronautics/trng-evnts/flyins.aspx
http://www.flyins.com/
http://www.funplacestofly.com/
http://socialflight.com/index.php
http://www.midwestflyer.com/?page_id=834
https://www.facebook.com/EAA327
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Chapter 327 Flight Instructors 

Here is a listing of Chapter 327 members that are flight instructors and would be willing to help with primary 
flight instruction, your next BFR or other.  If you are a Chapter member and a flight instructor please let me know 
and  I will include your name in the listing.  Additions/Corrections are welcome! 

CFI / CFII Phone New Students CFII BFR IFP Airports Plane 

Mike Nickeson 563/451-6246 Yes Yes Yes Yes DBQ Owners, Club Plane 

        

e-mail - Bob Woodward (bob.woodward312@gmail.com) to add your name to the  list. 

Date Time Title Presenter(s) 

4/18/23 7 p.m. CDT Planning for International Young Eagles Day 
Young Eagles Webinars Series 

David Leiting 

4/19/23 7 p.m. CDT VNAV and Visual Approaches: Helpful or Hidden 
Dangers? 
Qualifies for FAA WINGS credit. 

Gary Reeves 

/26/23 7 p.m. CDT All About Flying to the Bahamas, Caribbean, and Cu-
ba 
Qualifies for FAA WINGS credit. 

Jim Parker 

5/3/23 7 p.m. CDT Booted Out of Annual! 
Qualifies for FAA WINGS and AMT credit. 

Mike Busch 

5/9/23 7 p.m. CDT The P-6 Hawk 
Museum Webinar Series 

Chris Henry 

5/10/23 7 p.m. CDT A Look At Clouds 
Qualifies for FAA WINGS credit. 

Prof. H. Paul Shuch 

5/15/23 12 p.m. CDT Stop Dreaming and Start Flying – Flight Training First 
Steps 
Learn to Fly Week Webinar | Qualifies for FAA 
WINGS credit. 

EAA Staff 

Upcoming EAA Webinars 
Go to www.eaa.org/webinars to view the schedule and to register. 

A group of kids from the Marshall Islands visited our hanger and see airplane projects and talk about careers in aviation, 
then visited the EAA Observation Area to use the binoculars.    

https://pages.eaa.org/2023-04-18YE_WBN_PlanningIYED_2023_LP-Registration.html
https://pages.eaa.org/2023-04-19WBN_VNAV_LP-Registration.html
https://pages.eaa.org/2023-04-19WBN_VNAV_LP-Registration.html
https://pages.eaa.org/2023-04-26WBN_FlyingCarribean_LP-Registration.html
https://pages.eaa.org/2023-04-26WBN_FlyingCarribean_LP-Registration.html
https://pages.eaa.org/2023-05-03WBN_BootedOut_LP-Registration.html
https://pages.eaa.org/2023-05-09WBN_P6Hawk_LP-Registration.html
https://pages.eaa.org/2023-05-10WBN_Clouds_LP-Registration.html
https://pages.eaa.org/LTF_FirstSteps_2023_LTF-Registration.html
https://pages.eaa.org/LTF_FirstSteps_2023_LTF-Registration.html
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