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This month:

Thursday 14 Feb
7:30 PM

Boeing Field Terminal

East side of the field

Meeting Topic:

Ron Borovec

Continental vs Lycoming: 

Who is winning the 

experimental engine wars?

FUTURE EVENTS

February Meeting

07 March 2019

How about that snow?

This Meeting:
February the 14th

Terminal 

Building at 

Boeing Field
7259 King County 

Airport Access 

Rd, Seattle, WA 

98108

President’s Letter

Well the SNOWPACALIPS has hit and Seattle 

has come to a standstill.  Hope you are all 

bundled up inside safe and warm.  This is 

definitely NOT flying weather.  The airplane 

belongs in the hangar.  Now is the time to stay 

hunkered down and read your flying 

magazines.  Our regular meeting night falls on 

Valentine’s Day and if the weather continues 

like the weather forecast says, you may just 

have to stay home with your sweetheart after 

all.  Stay tuned for a last minute cancelation ….
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2019 OFFICERS
President: Dave Nason

Vice Pres:    Steve Crider

Secretary: Don Davis

425.822.3439

Treasurer: Jason Sorenson

Newsletter Clayton Chase

Joel Godston

Web Editor: Tom Osmundson

Tech Counselor:   Tom Osmundson

Tech Counselor:   Dave Nason

253-631-0191

Flight Advisor: Ross Mahon

206.550.9526

Rossair@aol.com

EAA News from National

EAA Flight Test Manual Webinar 

Now Available

January 24, 2019 - This week EAA presented a webinar on the EAA Flight Test 

Manual, which was released in fall 2018 after more than 10 years of work. Hosts Tom 

Charpentier, EAA government relations director, and Vic Syracuse, Homebuilt Aircraft 

Council chair, described the manual and what it adds to the flight test and 

familiarization program for builders and owners of homebuilts.

The presentation included a brief overview of each card, with Syracuse adding 

valuable insights from his own background as an experienced test pilot. Charpentier 

previewed the next steps for the manual, including an online edition, the revision 

process, and an ongoing project with the FAA to create an alternative flight test 

program based on task completion rather than hours flown.

EAA plans to offer more materials on the specifics of each of the program’s test 

points in future programming. If you have feedback or suggestions on how to make 

the EAA Flight Test Manual better, please emailFTM@eaa.org.

For more information on EAA’s popular webinar series, go to www.EAA.org/webinars. 

The EAA Flight Test Manual webinar was attended by more than 600 people on 

Wednesday night, and is now available for more to watch in the webinar archives.

https://www.eaa.org/en/eaa/news-and-publications/eaa-news-and-aviation-news/news/01-24-2019-EAA-Flight-Test-Manual-Webinar-Now-Available
http://www.eaavideo.org/detail/videos/webinars/video/5993410710001
https://eaa.org/Shop/ProductCatalog/Product.aspx?ID=2695484&SubTopicID=941
mailto:FTM@eaa.org
http://www.eaa.org/webinars
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President’s Newsletter: Continued

If we can make it, the program will be our own Ron Borovec

leading a discussion on engines and things that make the 

airplane go.

Remember the annual WA Aviation Conference and Trade 

Show is coming up at the end of the month, February 23-24.  I 

guess we are going to have to get more serious about this ADS-

B stuff.

From Ron Borovec:
Continental vs Lycoming: Who is winning the experimental engine wars?

I look at various questions such as:

Why do many experimental aircraft use small Continental engines?

Why do many experimental aircraft use big Lycoming engines?

Why does Lycoming make large displacement 4-cylinder engines?

Why does Continental make parts for Lycoming engines and even complete clone 

Lycoming engines?

Why does Continental not call those clone engines Continentals?

Inquiring minds want to know. Come Thursday and I will give you my opinions, and 

you can give yours.
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Potential Future Meeting Topics?

A package I received the other day:

How can I use a milling machine to

assist in my build?
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On The Wreckord
By: Ron Wanttaja

Zenith CH 750 – Pennsylvania:  After takeoff, the airplane’s engine lost partial power about 100 ft above ground level and the pilot 

then attempted to return to the airport. The pilot stated that “the engine would not keep me flying and the airplane just fell 

into the forest.”

During the on-scene examination, the No. 1 spark plug was found missing from the cylinder head but still attached to the 

ignition lead. The threads were stripped out of the cylinder head. It is likely that the No. 1 spark plug was liberated from the

cylinder head due to the stripped threads, which led to the partial loss of engine power. (8/14/2015)
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On The Wreckord
By: Ron Wanttaja

Kitfox – Pennsylvania:  The pilot was attempting to land on the 431-ft-long grass airstrip for the first time. He had flown 

three practice approaches without landing. During the fourth approach, the airplane entered a steep-bank-angle 

turn onto final approach and then went straight down to ground impact. The airplane came to rest on its nose, 

and a fire erupted. A witness' description of the event and the impact geometry are consistent with the pilot 

conducting a steep turn that resulted in the wing exceeding its critical angle-of-attack and a subsequent 

aerodynamic stall. Examination of the wreckage did not reveal evidence of any preimpact mechanical 

malfunctions or anomalies that would have precluded normal operation of the airframe or engine. (8/7/2015)
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On The Wreckord
By: Ron Wanttaja

Volksplane – Florida:  The sport pilot, who was also the builder of the airplane, stated that he had "some issues" during 

assembly of the experimental engine kit, but was finally able to achieve the desired engine rpm during static tests. 

Subsequently, during the airplane's takeoff roll on its first flight with the new engine, the pilot noted that the airplane was 

able to gain airspeed, but struggled to become airborne. The pilot stated that he should have aborted the takeoff at that 

point. The airplane reached a maximum altitude about 100 ft, the engine lost power, and the airplane descended into 

trees and was destroyed by a postimpact fire. The extent of the fire precluded detailed documentation of the engine and 

its associated systems; therefore, the reason for the loss of power could not be determined. (8/7/2015)
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