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President’s Letter

(Continued on page 2)

In case you had not noticed, the weather has been rather poor 

for (ever) since the first of the year.  I am beginning to wonder if 

building boats would be appropriate now.  I try to fly my little red 

airplane once a week if possible, otherwise I go into withdrawals.  

I have to be ready at any time to fly if the sun is out or the clouds 

are high enough.  Because the weather has been so ‘yucky’ 

(technical term) when I do get to fly, I appreciate it even more.  

Today, (Saturday February 8) was the first hint of better weather.  

Reading the weather report, it was suppose to improve over the 

course of the day.  So I was looking forward to getting to fly by 

the afternoon.  At about 1:30 the sky thundered and it really 

dumped for about 30 minutes.  Darn, looks like I was not going to 

get to fly today.  Then the sky cleared up!  (I saw blue)  So about 

3:00 I was able to go.
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I wanted to check out the river flooding and what Snoqualmie 

Falls looked like, so I headed there.  I took the cut over hwy 900, 

past a soaring eagle and on to the falls. If you know where to 

look, the mist coming off the falls is a guide to find it.  I expected 

the volume of water to be high and it was.  There is so much 

water going over that it is one big falls and the side vent to the 

north side is running strong too.  The mist is coming up so much 

that the people at the viewing area probably can hardly see 

anything.  I made several circles around at about 175mph, 

staying out of the clouds and trying to take some pictures.  

Following the river down the valley, it was half to 2/3rds flooded.  

I came back through the same cut where the para-gliders jump 

off the hill and kept my eyes peeled for the eagle.  The clouds 

were lower over Lake Sawyer so I flew higher over and around 

them, big wingovers etc. – too much fun!  I then came back to 

the west over Lake Meridian to get down to pattern altitude at 

Crest and land to the south.  It would have been hard to enter on 

the 45 for landing runway 15.  I had a fun and enjoyable flight for 

45 minutes so I should be okay until tomorrow maybe, or even 

next week.  My airplane is fast and very maneuverable so it is 

fun to position myself in three dimensions, climbing and 

descending a thousand feet in wingovers and 100-200 mph in 

speed.  As you can tell, I had fun!

Remember to mark your calendar for the WA Aviation 

Conference and Trade Show the last weekend of the month.

Our speaker this month is our own Donald Berk presenting on 

the Strojnik electric motorglider conversion. 

Hope to see you then,

~Dave Nason
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On the Wreckord by Ron Wanttaja

Tailwind– California: According to the pilot, during his approach at a non-towered airport at night, he made the descent to 

what he thought was the runway, but realized  that it was actually the taxiway, and "slipped" right, to what he then 

perceived to be the runway. Upon touchdown, the airplane ground looped and nosed over. The pilot had landed and 

nosed over in the safety area to the left of the runway.

The pilot reported that he had been flying for the preceding 12 hour period, and conceded to having exceeded his 

personal endurance limitations. The airplane sustained substantial damage to both wings. (1/24/2016)
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On the Wreckord by Ron Wanttaja

RV-7– Florida: The pilot reported that there were no mechanical or weather issues as he was attempting to land.  After a go-

around, on the initial attempt, and with dusk approaching, he decided to make an abbreviated traffic pattern and circle 

back around to land on the runway.  He apparently mistook a parallel access road for the runway.  The airplane struck 

three mailboxes, a basketball hoop, phone lines, and a car and then came to rest inverted.  (2/18/2016)
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On the Wreckord by Ron Wanttaja

Lancair ES– Arizona: During the initial climb, the engine experienced a partial loss of power. The pilot performed a 

precautionary landing on a taxiway, during which the airplane departed the paved surface and the nose landing 

gear collapsed.

Postaccident examination of the engine turbocharger revealed reddish-white discoloration of the turbine wheel, 

which suggested excessive engine exhaust gas temperature. Likewise, discoloration observed on the turbine 

end shaft journal was consistent with high temperature. The combination of high exhaust temperature and the 

rotational speed of the turbine wheel likely caused the blade material to creep and the wheel diameter to 

increase until the blade tips rubbed against the turbine housing. This eventually caused blade tip failures, which 

resulted in a rotating imbalance. It is likely that the combination of wheel rubbing and imbalance and caused 

the turbocharger to slow or stop, which in turn resulted in the loss of engine power.  (3/10/2016)
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