
 

 

February 2014 

HANGAR TALK  
 

Meeting Friday, February 7, 2014 
 

Sheet Metal Techniques 
 

The EAA Chapter 211 meeting will be Friday, February 7, 2014 at the clubhouse at the 
Grand Haven Municipal Airport.  You won't want to miss this program with speaker 
Mark Lynn.  Mark is a professional pilot, writer for Kit Planes Magazine, old-school metal 
worker, Oshkosh forum instructor, and current President of EAA Chapter 578 in Fremont, 
MI.  Mark will be presenting a program on shaping sheet metal with an English Wheel 
and other techniques used for experimental aircraft construction.   
 
 
 
 

Dues 
Anyone who didn’t pay their dues last month is asked 
to do so this month.  We will again have pre-printed 
envelopes at the meeting on which you can check and 
update your information for the 2014 Roster.  Dues 
are $22 for the year, or $25 if you want a hard copy of 
the newsletter snail mailed to you.   
 

If you need to mail your dues, 
you can make your check to  
EAA Chapter 211 and send it to: 
   

Ben Gerhardt  
11449 Tyler St 
Holland MI 49424 

 
 
 
 
 

Prez Sez  
Greetings everyone, 
 

Trying to remain optimistic during January is a challenge for me but as I drove over to Ed 
Cech’s in a whiteout to see his RV 9A project I was reminded that a nasty winter provides 
a great excuse to build an airplane.  His Cub was on skis, ready to go but I was grateful to 
be going to his heated shop and the RV.  What a fun way to pass the dark, cold days of 
winter.  If you do not have a project of your own to have fun with, remember Gary Van 
Farowe and the Eaglet or possibly another chapter member that might appreciate some 
help. 
 

Keep on building. 
 

Doug Formsma 
EAA Chapter 211President 



 

 

EAA Chapter 211 Meeting Minutes – 2014-01-03 
Attendance: 24 
19:30 – Call to order and Pledge of Allegiance 
-Recognize visitor: Al Thomas 
-Treasurer’s report: Craig Christilaw 

− Current balance: $3354.42 
− Motion to approve treasurer’s report passed 

-No minutes available for the December meeting 
-Dues for 2014 will be collected in the assigned envelopes. 
 
Technical report: Gary VanFarrowe 

− Discussion on magnetos and starters 
 
Flight Advisor: There is currently no new Flight Advisor to take over from Ken 
Dannenberg 
 
Old Business 
-Renovated terminal / meeting space discussion.  Renovation is not yet complete and is 
now on hold, per the city.  No significant new information is available. 
 
New Business 
-Doug Formsma: Park Twp. is having an open house. This will be an opportunity to view 
the Park Twp master plan which includes long term support of the Park Township Airport. 
 
Break at 20:07 
 
Program at 20:26 – Project Reports 
The following members gave reports on their projects: 
 
Gary VanFarrowe – Eaglet 
Doug Formsma – Update on RV7 after deer strike 
Scott DeGaynor – Modifications and unforeseen consequences 
Paul Dannenberg – Instrument panel for Pitts 
Brian Greene – Wings / fuel tank 
Scott Dykstra- RV9A 
Mark W Newberry, MD – New AME based in Holland 
Jack Brewer – Update on Bill Skeltema’s plane 
Ed Cech – Picked up a partially completed RV9A kit in Nebraska 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 



 

 

American Eaglet Project 
Work continues on the Eaglet.  Join the fun Thursday evenings, 6pm to 9pm.  There is 
usually at least one Saturday work session per month as well, from 9am to ???  Also, as 
soon as I have confirmation of work session dates and times, I am posting them on our 
website calendar.  Please check there for updates before making the trip all the way to 
Gary’s workshop.   
 
 

Be sure to check out Tom VanderJagt’s excellent blog on the Eaglet at  
http://www.1935americaneaglet.wordpress.com   
There is a link directly to his blog on our website as well.   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Website 
Be sure to check our website regularly.  www.211.eaachapter.org  for information and 
updates about upcoming meetings.  The website is updated as information arrives, 
sometimes mid-month, before an email or the next newsletter goes out.   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

S.T.E.M. In Flight 
The window of opportunity to be included in the S.T.E.M. In Flight symposium is 
rapidly narrowing.  Ebiri Nkugba, of the Kent Intermediate School District, is working 
with local schools in the area to excite the next generation of pilots, mechanics, scientists, 
technologists, & engineers using aviation as a backdrop.  His focus is specifically the 
STEM disciplines: Science, Technology, Engineering, and Mathematics. As you well know, 
aviation is built upon these principles (and a lot of hard work- which students need to 
learn about too!) 
 

Mr. Nkugba is inviting our chapter to contribute our expertise at a one day 
symposium where local K-12 educators can come learn from us how powerful their 
lessons can be by including an aviation component.  If we reach the teachers we 
can multiply our efforts.  
 

This symposium is being planned for March at the Kent ISD’s Aviation Center at Gerald R 
Ford International (KGRR).  There will be a morning session and an afternoon session.  
Volunteer presenters would only need participate in one or the other.  He would like 
presenters to speak to 4 or 5 times to small groups of educators and students for about 
10 minutes each throughout the morning or afternoon, and then answer questions they 
might have.   
 

If you would be willing to contribute your time and expertise at this one-day event, please 
let me know as soon as possible. -- Dale Hagen    

     hagenphoto@yahoo.com 
     616-260-4990 

http://www.1935americaneaglet.wordpress.com/
http://www.211.eaachapter.org/
http://www.thetechcenter.org/programs/avionicsaircraftelectronics/
http://www.thetechcenter.org/programs/avionicsaircraftelectronics/
mailto:hagenphoto@yahoo.com
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