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President’s Column 
     Since the last edition of the newsletter a lot of great events have happened. 

     Our B-17 event with “Aluminum Overcast”, a sister plane to the Memphis 
Belle, which was held at Memphis Millington Airport from May 31 to June 
2nd was a great success and went flawlessly thanks to all our volunteers. 
Special thanks goes to Roy Remington, Executive Director at Millington 
Memphis, Alicia McCraw, Fire Chief Mike Gill and his crew, the crew of CTI, 
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David Wilkerson and Kyle Mullen. 

     But our most special thanks go to the crew members of the 
B-17, pilots Rex Gray and Tom Ewing (who spent his birthday with 
us), TCs Steve Silva and John Howard, and TAMOS Craig Bartsch. 
Rex Gray, B-17 pilot, surprised us with a special presentation 
about the B-17 which was very well received by all. 

     We also had a B-17 veteran, Jep Williamson, who drew a lot of 
attention providing real insider stories about flying 29 missions 
over Europe as a flight engineer. At the young age of 99, he still 
walks the plane as if it was his home. We all were just stunned 
how fit he is and he came everyday to help. Another veteran, 
William Norvelle, showed an original poster signed by the real 
“Memphis Belle”, Margaret Polk. He was a member pf the team 
that restored the Memphis Belle at a hangar in Millington. Thanks 
for sharing these historic memories. 

     Finally, a shout out to the team of Kristy Busse, Air Tour 
Manager and Olivia Rasmus, Air Tours Program Coordinator for 
their outstanding support. Again, thanks to everyone who made 
the visit at Millington Memphis Airport and every flight a great 
memory for the passengers and visitors. More than 100 people got 
the experience to fly on “Aluminum Overcast” and have a bird’s 
eye view of downtown Memphis. 

     Some of our members had the opportunity to be on the 
relocation flight to Marion, Illinois. This was a very impressive 
flight where we got the opportunity to sit in the pilot’s seat while 
flying along the flooded Mississippi River Valley. Thanks to Alan 
Howell who rented a bus and drove it up to Marion, Illinois and 
picked us up after the “exhausting mission” we flew. 

     I am also pleased to note that we reached another big goal of 
reaching 50 members in our chapter. Keep the momentum going! 

     Our last event was our fly-in to McNabb field that drew a lot of 
people with plenty of food and lots of hangar talk. Not many 
planes came in due to gusty winds. Thanks to the Mark McNabb 
family for hosting this. 

See you at the next meeting and/or Oshkosh! 

      

Blue Skies 

Gerhard Schubert, President, EAA Chapter 182 Memphis 

VP Ramblings 
     Rules. Wonderful things, rules. They keep us from hurting 
ourselves and/or others - or do they? “Rules are for the guidance 
of wise men and the obedience of fools” - a lovely quote and one 
we should all think about. I learned at a pretty young age that just 
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knowing the rules wasn’t enough, I needed to know why the rule existed and from that knowledge 
how far they could be stretched before they were considered ‘broken’. As an example, take the ‘rule’ 
that for engine failure after takeoff you MUST ALWAYS land straight ahead. Not what I was taught at 
all. If there’s a lake straight ahead and a golf fairway to one side, I know my best option! Another EF 
on TO rule - never turn back. Have you tried (at height) a glide at best glide speed with a 270 degree 
with a reversal 90 to get you back to the runway? Check how long it took, how much height you lost 
and how much it took you back towards the runway. Add maybe 5 seconds for reaction time to the 
time and height lost. Now you can make an informed decision. At 500 feet it won’t work, but at 800 
feet it might - it depends on you and your airplane at the time of flight, but if the alternative is that 
lake again you might calculate (not guess!) that you could turn back. And how about if there is a nice 
flat field alongside the runway? Now it’s just a 180 degree turn and a downwind landing which might 
save you getting wet… 

     So why this subject this month? Well, I have seen recently on various Facebook pages (not ours I 
hasten to add) quite a lot of  ‘always’ and ‘never’ appearing and sadly a lot of these are coming from 
people who say they are high time instructors. That worries me. I can agree with ‘most of the time’ 
either do or do not, depending on the ‘rule’, but ‘always’ and ‘never’? No - every situation is different 
and any decision s should be based on the particular circumstances at the time. 

     The moral here? Know hwy the rule exists, what it is trying to prevent or make happen, and the 
impact of breaking the rule. And NEVER use NEVER or ALWAYS! 

And that rule is one you are not allowed to break!  

CAVOK and tailwinds to all… 

Gary 

  

        A brief chapter meeting was held at the McNabb fly-in on June 15th where Gerhard updated us 
with news of the B-17 weekend. 110 people flew in the B-17 over the weekend including press day of 
which 80 were paid. In addition, over 100 people walked through the aircraft on the tour program. 
Gerhard expressed his thanks to all chapter members who volunteered over the 4 days of flights for a 
job very well done. The group then discussed Oshkosh with VP Gary Maidment proposing to send an 
email asking who was planning to go and when, so those camping can try to camp together. Gary also 
mentioned the fly-in and airshow at Arkansas International, AKA, Blytheville (KBYH) on June 29th. 
Gerhard thanked Mark McNabb for organizing the day’s fly-in and the meeting then closed. 
Afterwards, a great lunch was enjoyed by all. 

CAVOK and Tailwinds 

Gary, Chapter 182 Vice President 
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Editors Note: In our last issue of the 182 Flyer, I ran a special announcement for our new chapter 
member, Bernard Green, announcing his company, Adorn Before Flight, Inc., and the flight gear he 
is, and will be manufacturing (refer to the June issue of the 182 Flyer). Regrettably, I failed to finish 
the announcement with his contact information. I now correct my negligence by stating that his 
website is www.adornbeforeflight.com. Bernard’s emails are: bravogolfgear@gmail.com and 
greenbernard@gmail.com and his phone number is: 630-770-5730. Bernard’s website will provide 
you with more information on his Adorn Before Flight business - A.H.  

182 Flyer Marketplace 
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Editors Note: I wanted to run this obituary for an accomplished and historic aviator, Bob Gilliland, 
that was published in the Tuesday, July 9, 2019 issue of the Commercial Appeal, Memphis. Many of 
you may remember Bob being brought in by chapter member and friend of Bob’s, Marvin “Shack” 
Shackelford, to speak to our chapter for a monthly meeting several years ago during Dwight 
Smith’s tenure as Chapter President. It was a real treat and honor to listen to stories told by the 
first man to fly the cosmic, high altitude, untouchable, conceived and built by Americans, projectile 
known as the SR-71 Blackbird. Another good man gone… 

A.H. 
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~ Memphis 99s ~  

Pancake Breakfast 
Help support pilot scholarships!! 

Date: Saturday, March 30th  

Location:  CHARLES BAKER AIRPORT, 2M8  
                         3870 Fite Rd, Millington, TN 38053 

Time:   7:30 – 10:30 am 

  

Menu:  Pancakes 

 Bacon, Sausage 

 Coffee, orange juice, water 


