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HEA D L IN ES !  

Sail Away 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

During the October Banquet, a few precious plaques were distributed to 

members of Chapter 18 who had taken their first flights during 2019.  One of 

the recipients was Chris Esselstyn, the builder and pilot of N27CE, a Schreder 

HP-18J.  The sailplane was an unfinished kit when Chris obtained it, and he 

integrated some changes.  He changed the airfoil geometry, added aileron 

control surface area, reduced flap control surface area, created a new fuse-

lage nose, a forward hinged one piece canopy, canopy frame, a raised turtle-

back, winglets, and center stick conversion. Chris also installed fuel cells into 

each wing, a removable fuselage header fuel cell, and, for the fun of it,  twin 

retractable micro turbines. Each turbine is 5.25 inches in diameter by 14.5 

inches long and weighs just 6 lbs.  Chris built and installed a telescoping 

mast and powered the movement with a 12 V linear actuator. The turbine 

hood (top hat door) extends and retracts with the turbines. The fuel lines and 

electrical wiring to the turbines are routed through a flexible moving cable 

guide.  

 

  

 

 

 

 

Only  237 

Days to   

Oshkosh! 

Continued on page 2 
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HEA D L IN ES  

Sail Away cont. 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

The total installation weight for the twin turbines, supporting electronics, plumbing, extension 

mast, fuselage header fuel cell, and miscellaneous components is in the 35 lb range. The 

frontal area of the turbines and mast are similar to the gliders main wheel when it is extended. 

This smaller drag signature and pitching moment arm have minimal effect when the engines 

are extended or in operation. The engines burn gas station truck diesel or Jet A with 5% lubrica-

tion oil that is stored in the 7 gallon fuselage header tank. 

By adding the ability to self-launch and restart during flight Chris no longer has to rely on a tow-

plane to get airborne. When the lift unexpectedly fails and he gets low, a restart of one or both 

engines provides a way out of the farmer’s field and helps avoid a possible long retrieve. The 

turbines allow him to fly during the week when a towplane or tow pilot is not available. They 

also provide additional options for safer landing terrain, a flight to surrounding airports, or the 

ability to get back home.  

Check out the awesome video at: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=S_rFhN_abrQ 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=S_rFhN_abrQ
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PR ESI D EN T ’S  LE T T E R  

Greetings From The President 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Welcome to the November Flypaper!  Normally I would start out my November column with a recap of 

the October banquet, but due to a work emergency I didn’t make it this year myself.  From what I heard 

we had a decent turn out and everyone had a full belly and a good time.  I’m hoping that someone took 

photos and can share some stories on Tuesday for those of us who missed out. 

This is November and that means chapter elections.  The usual warning will be issued now- our chapter 

by-laws do not specifically prohibit elections in absentia, so unless you want to find yourself railroaded 

into being the coffee committee chairman for all eternity, you better show up and make your voice 

heard!  Speaking of that, I heard a rumor that Thad was going to threaten to withhold the chapter coffee 

until the board conducted a full investigation into alleged shenanigans by the chapter treasurer.  Some-

body needs to blow the whistle on that whole affair.  Who knows, with any luck we might get the chapter 

president impeached and thrown out of office!  Since the hearings will not be broadcast on CNN, you’ll 

need to show up to the meeting to see how it all works out.  Just bring your own coffee. 

The chapter year is rapidly winding down.  Our last event of 2019 is the Christmas Party on Tuesday 

Dec. 10th at the usual location, El Fuego’s Mexican Restaurant at 909 W. Layton Av.  There will be no 

regular chapter meeting in December- a Christmas gift from your board of directors. 

That is all for now.  Hope to see you all on Tuesday.  Until then, keep your airspeed up on final and your 

whistles wetted.   
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NOV EM BER  MEETI NG  

November Program 
 

Jeff Wisneski 

Build Report 

Tuesday, November 26  

7:30 p.m. 

Civil Air Patrol Hangar  

Timmerman Airport 

9305 West Appleton Ave, Milwaukee 
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DEC EM BER  MEETI NG  

December Program 
 

“Eat a Burrito” 

December 10 

 

Drinks at 6:00 p.m. 

Dining at 7:00 p.m. 

 

909 W. Layton Ave. 
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OC TO BER  BA N QU ET  
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SA F E T Y  
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SA F E T Y  
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C H A P T E R  1 8  C H A P T E R  M E E T I N G  M I N U T E S  
S E C R E T A R Y  J I M  H A T Z E N B E L L E R  

Year  58 ,  November 2019  

 

Chapter 18 October Chapter Meeting Minutes 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The October dinner meeting was held at the Machine Shed Restaurant in Waukesha. Hap-

py hour was from 6:00 until 6:30 at which time all were seated and dinner was served. A 

total of 58 guests were in attendance. A video and slide show of members’ projects was 

shown in background and was well presented by Darrell Kufalk. At 7:30 the meeting was 

opened by Vice-President Tim Meyer.  

 

Announcements: The names of 4 former members who have passed away were an-

nounced and their names were added to the Memorial plaque. A moment of silence was 

observed in their honor. 

 

First  Flight plaques for this year were presented to the following people. Chris Esselstyn 

for his turbine powered glider and Fred Keip for his Wag-A-Bond. 

 

At this time, Bridget Pinkoski read off the numbers of the winning tickets for door prizes. 

Those with matching winning ticket numbers had their door prize delivered by Bridget’s  

husband Thaddeus. A good time was had by all.  

 

Meeting was adjourned at 7:45pm. 
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CA L E NDA R  O F  EV EN TS  

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Tuesday, November 26 — EAA Chapter 18 Meeting 

7:30 p.m. 

Civil Air Patrol Hangar  

Timmerman Airport 

9305 West Appleton Ave, Milwaukee 

 

Tuesday, December 10 — EAA Chapter 18 Holiday Feast 

6:00 Drinks  7:00 Dinner 

El Fuego Restaurant 

909 West Layton Ave. 

 

Tuesday March 31— Sun n Fun Aerospace Expo 

Lakeland, FL. 

 

Monday, July 20 — EAA AirVenture 

Oshkosh, WI   

 

Monday, April 8, 2024 — Total Eclipse of the Sun 

Somewhere…..where there are no clouds. 
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T R E A S U R E R  R E P O R T - T R E A S U R E R  G L E N N  B O T S F O R D  
 

September 2019 Checking Savings PayPal Total Paid Membership 

Beginning Balance $1305.40 $963.33 $100.00 $2368.73 86 

Income      

Banquet $575.00  $50.00   

Donations   $1.00   

Dues $20.00  $10.00   

Name Tags   $10.00   

Coffee $25.45     

Transfer From Savings $200.00     

      

Total Income $795.00 $0.00 $71.00   

      

Expenses      

Banquet $1795.00     

Name Tags   $13.47   

First Flight and Memorial 

Plaques 
$149.89     

Transfer from Savings  $200.00    

      

Total Expenses $1941.89 $200.00 $13.47   

      

Ending Balance $158.51 $763.33 $157.53 $1079.37 86 

      



OFFICERS 

President    Jeff Point   414-915-9173   jpoint@wi.rr.com 

Vice-President   Tim Meyer   414-587-3581  tgmeyerster@gmail.com 

Secretary    Jim Hatzenbeller   414-483-1246  jimhatzy@aol.com 

Treasurer    Glenn Botsford  414-764-5936  glennbotsford@gmail.com 

At-Large Board   Fred Keip    414-581-1442  fredkeip@aol.com 

At-Large Board   Jerry Roeder  414-899-7374  jroeder@wi.rr.com 

At-Large Board   Jeff Wisneski  414-732-4107  n4sjeff@yahoo.com 

At-Large Board   Dave Hoefgen       262-965-4837   americanrentalsllc@gmail.com 

At-Large Board   Clint Hanson  414-403-9500  clint.hanson@charter.net 

At-Large Board   Bill Stilley    414-315-8589   w.stilley@sbcglobal.net 

 

STAFF 

Newsletter Editor    Thaddeus Pinkoski  415-271-9221  newsletter@eaa18.org 

Web Editor    Darrell Kufalk  262-443-2605  kufalk@wi.rr.com  

Tool Librarian    Andreas Kerwel  414-343-9529   andreas.kerwel@googlemail.com 

Membership Coordinator   Glenn Botsford  414-764-5936  glennbotsford@gmail.com  

Young Eagles Coordinator  Stephanie Schulko  414-732-6782  mzstef615@wi.rr.com 

 

TECHNICAL COUNSELORS 

Fred Keip (414) 581-1442 

Scott Jones (414) 461-6013  Jeff Point (414) 915-9173 Paul McAllister (262) 993-4483      Glenn Botsford (414) 732-8384  

 

FLIGHT ADVISORS 

Jeff Point (414) 915-9173 jpoint@wi.rr.com 

For more information about EAA Chapter 18, email info@eaa18.org. 

To submit articles, photos or other items for the newsletter as well as ideas, suggestions and corrections, contact:  

Thaddeus Pinkoski   newsletter@eaa18.org 

EAA Chapter 18 

Milwaukee WI 53228  
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