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               CAVU   Chronicles 
 

A LOT IS HAPPENING THIS MONTH!! 

By the way...Mother Nature sent an apology for the late 
snow on April 16...AND April 20. She said Father Time 
keeps taking a wrong turn and refuses to ask for directions.  

Anyway, it’s finally May, the snow is gone and there is a lot 
coming up this month. 

First on the list:  THE BREEZY POINT FLY IN, MAY 6th 

We will have two sign-up tents set up...one for Brainerd and one for 
Aitkin... near the south end of the field again to enroll Young Eagles as 
well as Eagles for flights in May, June and September.  
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Next on the list:  YOUNG EAGLES AT BRAINERD AIRPORT ON      

SATURDAY MAY 20. 

We still need volunteers to sign up for ground crew and pilots. Please contact 
Mike Petersen to add your name or sign up at the May 13 Chapter meeting. 

All volunteers need to complete training in the “EAA Youth Protection Policy 
and Program.”  This  sets basic requirements for EAA staff and volunteers 
who work with children under age 18.  It includes online best-practices train-
ing and, for certain categories of volunteers, and a basic background 
check (U.S. and Canadian residents only).  

Access to this online training can be found  under “My Account” on the EAA 
website. The training and background check review will typically take about 
20-25 minutes. Verification is expected to take no more than 10 business 

days. So, get this done early! Like….BEFORE May 2o. 
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And then, finally:  BRAT & HOT-DOG SALE FUNDRAISER,      

May 27-28. 

As noted previously, SuperOne no longer sponsors brat stands. So, this event 

will be held at the Ace Hardware in Crosslake, MN. We expect a lot of foot 

traffic as the hardware store is across from Reed’s Market and BarStock Liq-

uors. Memorial Weekend is a popular time when lake-home owners open and 

stock their cabins for the upcoming season.  

For those of you not familiar with Crosslake, the Ace Hardware is located at 

35992 Pioneer Dr. in Crosslake. It is near the intersection of County Rd 3, and 

County Rd. 37. 

 

 

 

This fundraiser will be held Saturday & Sunday from 10:00 am to 5:00 pm. 

We expect a lot of “tube steaks” to be sold so we still need volunteers to help 

with this for the following shifts. 

Saturday, May 27: 10:00 AM to 1:30 PM  &  1:30 PM to 5:00 PM. 

Sunday, May 28:   10:00 AM to 1:30 PM  &  1:30 PM to 5:00 PM. 

Please contact Mark Bearss either at 952-818-9986 or mgbearss@gmail.com 

to sign up.    
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Progress is still being made.   

The Longster Crew continued to fin-

ish up the taping details on the 

curved edges of the tail feathers, as 

shown in the photo below. As I men-

tioned in a previous newsletter...this 

is a  tedious process.  Like moving a 

mountain: one shovel-full at a time.  

Other fabrication pieces were also 

constructed and fitted.  On the left is 

the  fuel tank housing, which will 

also serve as the instrument panel 

mount. On the right is a prototype 

for the front engine housing.  The 

space below that will be left open 

and utilized as a ram air scoop.  

Thank you Joe, Rollie, Paul, Dick 

and Brandon for continuing to sup-

port this endeavor. 

 

EAA CHAPTER 1610 LONGSTER PROJECT: 
STATUS REPORT  
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For those who wish to help 

with this project, we meet at 

Paul’s the first and third 

Thursdays of every month, 

starting at 6:00 pm. Paul’s 

shop is very spacious and 

well-equipped to accommo-

date this endeavor. Please 

feel free to join us for the 

camaraderie and education-

al opportunity to learn new 

skills.   
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The AOPA Air Safety Insti-

tute also hosts a series of 

podcasts called “There I 

Was…”  which also includes 

this the pilot’s story.  

Log into AOPA and select the 

following link. 

 https://cms.megaphone.fm/

channel/AOPA1855704656?

selected=AOPA8269340202 

Then scroll to podcast num-

ber 47 to hear the story. 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

  

 

 

  

  

 

 

 

 

CARBON MONOXIDE POISONING IN THE COCKPIT     

After the Chapter 1610 general business meeting on April 15, Trudi Amund-

son facilitated a WINGS approved educational session with a video about a 

Minnesota pilot who suffered Carbon Monoxide (CO) poisoning during a 

cross-country flight between Thunder Bay, Canada and Winona, MN.  

You may recall from a short article written in the March 2023 issue of the 

CAVU Chronicles newsletter that describes the characteristics of CO and how 

it influences the delivery of oxygen to the body’s tissues.  It is an colorless, 

odorless & tasteless gas that completely overwhelms the normal binding sites 

in the red blood cells for oxygen.   

You can read his story that was published in the October/November 2022 

issue of Minnesota Flyer.com. This can be found by opening the following 

link, https://midwestflyer.com/?p=13674 

His monologue also includes… 

• What Happened?  

• Some CO Lessons Learned 

• Non-CO Lessons Learned 

• Simple Precautions to Save Your Life 

• Which Detector to Buy 

You can also view the video Trudi presented, titled “Surviving CO Poisoning 

in the cockpit” originally created by the Colorado Pilots Association. 

 https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ONNtA4mCi8Y 

It is an amazing, yet sobering story!!! 

https://cms.megaphone.fm/channel/AOPA1855704656?selected=AOPA8269340202
https://cms.megaphone.fm/channel/AOPA1855704656?selected=AOPA8269340202
https://cms.megaphone.fm/channel/AOPA1855704656?selected=AOPA8269340202
https://midwestflyer.com/?p=13674
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ONNtA4mCi8Y
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A nervous 10-hour flight student is going through the start checklist while 
the CFI is watching to see what he remembers. After turning the key to 
BOTH but not actually starting the engine, the student reads from the 
checklist “check oil pressure”, then exclaims…”OH NO!! We don’t have any 
oil pressure!”                                                                                                                          
The astute CFI asks, “Why do you think that is?”                                                                        
The student replies, “Maybe there’s something wrong with the engine?”     
The CFI again, asks, “Like what?”                                                                      
The student: exhibits a deer-in-the-headlights look…???                                    
The CFI: “Maybe the engine will have an oil pressure after starting” while 
pointing to the START item on the checklist.                                                    
The student: “Oh...good idea. Let’s try that.” 

 
  
A British Airways 737 touched down at Frankfurt-am-Main. The tower con-
troller, obviously in a frivolous mood, transmitted: "Speedbird 123. Nice 
landing Captain, but a little left of the centre-line, I think. "Quick as a flash, 
the BA Captain replied in a cool English accent: "Roger Frankfurt Tower. 
Perfectly correct. I am a little to the left of the centre-line. And my co-pilot 
is a little to the right of it."  
  
 
 
One afternoon while stationed at Nellis AFB,  I was tasked with training an 
ATC rookie. Anyway, this new kid takes a call from an aircraft requesting 
clearance to FL 800 (80,000 feet). 
With sarcasm, the rookie replies, "Okay, hotshot -- if you think you can 
take her that high, GO FOR IT!!"  
The pilot of the SR-71 on the other end of the radio calls back: "Roger Con-
trol; now DESCENDING from 100,000 feet to FL 800...."   

 

 

 

UNLEADED AVGAS 

 

Recently in the news: 

“Unleaded AVGAS (100UL) 

on track to be at California 

airports by summer 2023.” 

According to GAMI officials, 

“an experienced fuel blender in 

Houston can produce the pa-

tented formulation in railcar 

quantities by the end of June 

2023. After the shipment of 

G100UL arrives in California, 

the fuel will be loaded into 

tanker trucks and delivered to 

individual airports.”   

To read more, go to the link  

https://

generalavi-

ationnews.com/2023/04/17/

unleaded-avgas-on-track-to-be

-at-california-airports-by-

summer-2023/ 

  

“Unleaded avgas (UL94) 

now available at KOXR 

FBO” 

“A more environmentally 

friendly avgas option, UL94 
does not contain tetraethyl 

lead and satisfies the re-

quirements for more than 

66% of the U.S. piston fleet.”  

To read more, go to the link 

https://

generalavi-

ationnews.com/2023/04/13

/unleaded-avgas-now-

available-at-koxr-fbo/ 
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ON THE ‘LIGHTAIR’ SIDE:   

 

10 Tips for a successful introductory flight: 

In the April 20, 2023 issue of GENERAL AVIATION NEWS, author Kevin 
Brooker outlined some  tips on how to take someone flying for the first time 
and ensure it will be a success.  This can be found via the link                   
https://generalaviationnews.com/2023/04/20/10-tips-for-a-successful-
introductory-flight/ 

Here are the bullet points made in this article.                                                          
1. It’s OK to change your mind                                                                                      
2. Get them involved                                                                                                              
3. It’s difficult to be graceful getting onboard.                                                                     
4. The Passenger Briefing                                                                                               
5. Encourage them to be additional Eyes in the Sky                                                 
6. Timing when & how long to fly is everything.                                                                              
7. Inform them of your next action                                                                              
8. Help identify landmarks                                                                                            
9. Preparation is key                                                                                                       
10. Commemorate the event. 

https://generalaviationnews.com/2023/04/17/unleaded-avgas-on-track-to-be-at-california-airports-by-summer-2023/
https://generalaviationnews.com/2023/04/17/unleaded-avgas-on-track-to-be-at-california-airports-by-summer-2023/
https://generalaviationnews.com/2023/04/17/unleaded-avgas-on-track-to-be-at-california-airports-by-summer-2023/
https://generalaviationnews.com/2023/04/17/unleaded-avgas-on-track-to-be-at-california-airports-by-summer-2023/
https://generalaviationnews.com/2023/04/17/unleaded-avgas-on-track-to-be-at-california-airports-by-summer-2023/
https://generalaviationnews.com/2023/04/17/unleaded-avgas-on-track-to-be-at-california-airports-by-summer-2023/
https://generalaviationnews.com/2023/04/13/unleaded-avgas-now-available-at-koxr-fbo/
https://generalaviationnews.com/2023/04/13/unleaded-avgas-now-available-at-koxr-fbo/
https://generalaviationnews.com/2023/04/13/unleaded-avgas-now-available-at-koxr-fbo/
https://generalaviationnews.com/2023/04/13/unleaded-avgas-now-available-at-koxr-fbo/
https://generalaviationnews.com/2023/04/13/unleaded-avgas-now-available-at-koxr-fbo/
https://generalaviationnews.com/2023/04/20/10-tips-for-a-successful-introductory-flight/
https://generalaviationnews.com/2023/04/20/10-tips-for-a-successful-introductory-flight/


                         CLOSING REMARKS   

THANK YOU Trudi Amundson for organizing the WINGS training video  

presented at the April meeting.  

  

I am still interested in hearing your suggestions for future topics in the 

Newsletter. I also encourage budding authors to submit content.                                   

Please contact Mark Bearss     

   email to mgbearss@gmail.com 

   Text to 952-818-9986 

And finally, the contact information for Chapter 1610 has changed. 

   The new email address is eaachapter1610@gmail.com 

   The new phone number is (320) 232-5122 

  

                         EDIT YOUR CALENDAR  

See the highlights below in RED for what has been added or rescheduled  

for Chapter 1610 meetings and events.  

May 6:      BREEZY POINT FLY-IN & YOUNG EAGLES SIGN-UP 

May 13:    Regular Meeting & Presentation: “Medical Issues for Pi-

lots” by Dr. Walt Roberts 

May 20:   YOUNG EAGLES FLIGHTS, Brainerd Airport 

May 27:   BRAT STAND FUNDRAISER at Crosslake Ace Hardware 

May 28:   BRAT STAND FUNDRAISER at Crosslake Ace Hardware 

June 10:  Regular Meeting & Presentation: The Future of Electric 

Aircraft, by Roderick Zastrow, Director, Bye Aerospace. 

July 8:     Regular Meeting  & PINE RIVER AIRPORT OPEN 

HOUSE from 1-4 pm. 

July 15:   EAGLES FLIGHTS for Adults, Brainerd Airport  

July 19:   HANGER 60 PARTY, BRAINERD AIRPORT 

August 12: Regular Meeting 

September 9: POKER RUN  No regular meeting this Saturday 

September 16:  YOUNG EAGLES FLIGHTS at Breezy Point 

 

DID YOU KNOW…? 

An easy and convenient way 

to keep up-to-date on sched-

uled Chapter 1610 meetings, 

events, and other aviation-

related programs is our Web-

site.  

First, open your web browser 

and  type in #eaa 1610. 

Once you open the website, 

select the tab                      

Event Calendar. 

The rest is easy. 
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