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ROD ZASTROW AND BYE AEROSPACE  

Immediately following our general business meeting on Saturday, 
June  10, we attended a presentation on the future of electric aircraft 
from Mr. Rod Zastrow. He is the Director of Bye Aerospace and spoke 
how this company has been progressing in the research, development, 
certification and testing of their E-FLYER.                                                
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It was interesting to learn they are working on three versions; one for 
two-passengers, one for four passengers and a commercial eight-
passenger version.  Through a spirited Q&A session Rod shared some 
of the following details behind their design. 

• In the 2-passenger model, there will be 800 pounds of batteries in 
various locations.  

• Endurance is ~3 hours or a range of  approx. 250 nm. 

• Battery operation IS affected by extreme heat and extreme cold. In 
cold conditions, battery pre-heat  is recommended. During opera-
tion, batteries produce heat. This becomes cabin heat. 
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BYE AEROSPACE CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1. 

Development Issues:                                                                                                              

• Airport availability of Level II versus Level III charging stations. A Level 
II charging station requires a current from a 240-volt electrical source. A 
Level III charger requires a 480-volt electrical source.   

• Providing access to electric “fuel”: Rod explained the concept of the  “fuel 
truck” model. Instead of installing charging stations, refuel electric air-
planes using vehicles that are essentially portable battery packs. Their 
goal is to be able to recharge an E-FLYER in 20 minutes. 

• As this industry grows, so will the need for qualified A&P mechanics.  

• If a student pilot only trains in electric aircraft, will this limit them to be 
type/class qualified only in an electric airplane?  Rod commented that he 
was not aware of the FAA’s intention or future plans on that matter. 

One distinction that Rod made about the development of the E-FLYER is 
that Bye Aerospace has been collaborating directly with the FAA during the 
entire phase of designing. This was done to ensure approval of the specific 
procedures, methods and measures the FAA will require to be in compliance 
with regulations. In doing so, they will become the only US manufactured 
electric aircraft to be fully certified.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

With the growth in battery-powered vehicles, there may come a day when the 
certifying bodies for aircraft, pilots, airports and mechanics may require a 
distinction between using the word “engine” and the word “motor”. While we 
use these terms interchangeably, by definition, a motor runs on electricity 
while an engine runs on combustion.  

I got to thinking about this question when riding my E-bike on one of the 
many Minnesota biking & hiking trails. The sign at the trail-head read, “NO 
MOTORIZED VEHICLES.”  It was installed well before E-bikes became com-
monplace and is intended to restrict motorcycles, snowmobiles and ATV’s. If 
Parks & Recreation ever decide to recognize this motor vs engine distinction, 
a lot of signs will need to be reworded...or restrict E-bikes, as well.   

Using the familiarity of the 

electric auto industry as a com-

parison, using a Level II charg-

ing station can typically return 

a battery to its fully-charged 

state after a couple of hours. A 

Level III charging station can 

deliver a full charge in approxi-

mately 30 minutes. 

To learn more, visit           

https://byeaerospace.com 

In the FAR’s the definition of 

Aircraft Engine reads, 

“means an engine that is used 

for propelling aircraft. It in-

cludes turbosuperchargers, ap-

purtenances, and accessories 

necessary for its functioning, 

but does not include propel-

lers.”  

Under Part 33 of the CFR’s, 

Part 33.7 defines the engine 

ratings and operating limita-

tions for (b) reciprocating en-

gines, (c) turbine engines. A 

future re-write may include a 

section for motor-driven per-

formance ratings.  

                                           

For those of you who attended 

the presentation on June 1oth, 

you will recall meeting Rod 

Zastrow. Bye Aerospace just 

announced his appointment as 

President and Chief Operating 

Officer (COO). “Zastrow joins 

the leadership team to spear-

head the final stages of FAA 

certification and commence 

production of the highly antici-

pated eFlyer 2, the world’s 

first FAA Part 23 certified 

electric airplane.”  
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WHAT’S COMING UP IN JULY, YOU ASK? 

 Pine River is having their Sesquicentennial Celebration July 6-8, 2023. 

The reason I bring this up is because on Saturday, from 1:00—4:00 pm, there will be an open house at the 
Pine River Airport. 

 

 

 

Immediately following our regular busi-

ness meeting on Saturday the 8th, EAA 

Chapter 1610 will be participating in this 

event. We will have our canopy set up on 

the tarmac. Those who have volunteered 

to help out are: Rod, Becky, Ron, Mark C, 

Mark B, Walt & Corinne and Trudi.  

While this is not planned  as an official 

“Fly-In”, pilots are welcome to arrive by 

air.  
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Progress continues.  Fabric covering 

and reinforcement tapes on all sur-

faces of the fuselage and tail compo-

nents has been completed. Joe did 

some fabric shrink-testing on one of 

the wings to determine the best way 

to achieve apply adhesives and avoid 

wrinkling when the fabric is heated. 

The place most susceptible to this is 

the leading edge. To manage this, 

Joe and Rollie applied a thin sheet 

of aluminum (0.010” thick). Nicely 

done, gentlemen. 

EAA CHAPTER 1610 LONGSTER PROJECT: 
STATUS REPORT  
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For those who wish to help 

with this project, we meet at 

Paul’s the first and third 

Thursdays of every month, 

starting at 6:00 pm. Paul’s 

shop is very spacious and 

well-equipped to accommo-

date this endeavor. Please 

feel free to join us for the 

camaraderie and education-

al opportunity to learn new 

skills.   

 ON THE ‘LIGHTAIR’ SIDE:   



  

OTHER ITEMS OF INTEREST ON THE JULY CALENDAR. 

 

JULY 6:  BURGERS AT LONGVILLE (XVG) from 5-7 pm. 

This is sponsored by EAA Chapter 1397, the Mississippi Headwaters Flyers of 
Bemidji. They schedule a weekly fly-out for burgers every Thursday evening 
during the summer months.  

 

JULY 15-16: THE DULUTH AIR SHOW. 

This year the United States Navy Blue Angles headline the show along with a 
host of other world-class performers. 

 

JULY 22-23: WINGS OF THE NORTH AIR EXPO. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

JULY 24-30: EAA AIRVENTURE Oshkosh Fly-in. 

 

 JULY 30: THE OLIVIA LIONS FLY-IN BREAKFAST. 

This will be held at the Olivia Regional Airport (KOVL) from 7:30 am to 12:00 
noon.  
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                         CLOSING REMARKS   

**The reason the Eagle Flights were cancelled is because this program is 

about sharing a hands-on flight experience with an adult who has already 

expressed an interest in aviation. It focuses on the introductory flight ex-

periences and includes offering support and mentoring to help them 

achieve their goal of becoming a pilot. It is not a program for adults to 

simply get an airplane ride. The EAA envisions the Eagles Program as a 

one-to-one, hands-on experience , including extensive pre-flight, in-flight 

and post-flight counseling.  Who qualifies? Any person 18 years or older 

who has expressed a serious interest in learning how to fly. 

To be a pilot for an Eagles program, the requirements are the same as for 

the Young Eagles program. However, a separate Eagles registration form 

needs to be completed prior to conducting each Eagle Flight.  

Current EAA members participating in the Eagles Flights program are 

eligible for up to $1 million passenger liability insurance coverage, if they 

carry a minimum of $100,000 per seat liability insurance.  This coverage 

in in place automatically; no additional forms are required.  

  

 

I am still interested in hearing your suggestions for future topics in the 

Newsletter. I also encourage budding authors to submit content.                                   

Please contact Mark Bearss     

   email to mgbearss@gmail.com 

   Text to 952-818-9986 

And finally, the contact information for Chapter 1610 has changed. 

   The new email address is eaachapter1610@gmail.com 

   The new phone number is (320) 232-5122 

                         EDIT YOUR CALENDAR  

Any highlights below in RED means something has been added or re-

scheduled  for Chapter 1610 meetings and events.  

July 8:     Regular Meeting  & PINE RIVER AIRPORT OPEN 

HOUSE from 1-4 pm. 

July 15:   EAGLES FLIGHTS for Adults, Brainerd Airport 

(CANCELLED)** 

August 12: Regular Meeting 

September 9: ‘GRASS is a GAS’ POKER RUN  No regular meet-

ing this Saturday 

September 16:  YOUNG EAGLES FLIGHTS at Breezy Point 

October  14: Regular Meeting 

 

DID YOU KNOW…? 

An easy and convenient way 

to keep up-to-date on sched-

uled Chapter 1610 meetings, 

events, and other aviation-

related programs is our Web-

site.  

First, open your web browser 

and  type in #eaa 1610. 

Once you open the website, 

select the tab                      

Event Calendar. 

The rest is easy. 
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