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A SYNOPSIS OF THE DECEMBER 12 SEMINAR 

30 attendees arrived for the FAASTeam Safety Seminar on Monday,        

December 12th. There were 5 from Aitkin, 3 from Little Falls, 1 from Lake 

Mille Lacs and a First Responder came all the way from St. Cloud. I want  

to say ‘THANK YOU’ to everyone for attending.  

Our presenters Troy Siekas and Nick Halatsis covered all of the topics we 

had listed in the announcements. Here is a brief synopsis of what we 

learned. 

What brings planes down every year?                                                              

Statistics regarding “The Number of Accidents per Phase of Flight”… 

• Landings is #1 

• Cruise is #2 

• Take-offs is #3 

These rankings stay consistent year-to-year. 

For the Fiscal Year 2022 (10/01/2021 thru 09/30/2022, there were 21 

General Aviation accidents total in Minnesota. 

• During Taxi: 0 

• During Take-off: 3 

• During Climb & Cruise: 6 

• During landing: 11 

• Of these 21 accidents…18 was attributed to Pilot Error and                      

2 attributed to Loss of Control 

• Of these 21 accidents…only ONE pilot was active in the WINGS        

Program. 

Continuing on the topic of what brings planes down, Nick spent time  
talking about CARBURATOR ICING. During this discussion, he refer-
enced a live video of a pilot flying in partly-cloudy VFR conditions. Short-
ly after take-off, he experienced fluctuations in engine RPM. Unsure of 
why this was happening, he contacted the control tower and announced 
having problems and decided to return to the airport.  
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A SYNOPSIS OF THE DECEMBER 12 

SEMINAR (Continued from Page 1) 

Once he landed, he taxied back to his starting point 

and commented “doing another run-up to see if 

that will clear this problem.” On further exam of 

the flight conditions, the video showed moisture-

laden clouds in the vicinity of the airport. The pilot 

never suspected carburetor icing and therefore, 

never applied carb heat.  

At this point, Nick brought up the CARBURETOR      

ICING PROBABILITY CHART and recommended 

this as a valuable reference on “those days” when 

you would least suspect carb icing would rear its 

ugly head.  

In the previous scenario, Nick pointed out another 

thing the pilot should have done. When he contact-

ed the tower and announced having problems, the 

controller asked, “Are you declaring an emergen-

cy?” The pilot said, “No, I’m just going to land and 

see if I can figure out why this is happening.”  

Nick made the point that if the tower asks this 

question, the best answer is to say…’YES.’ 

• It is NOT a big deal 

• You are NOT going to be billed 

• This is NOT an embarrassment 

By declaring an emergency, the tower can keep 

other planes away, so you are first in line. Not 

knowing the underlying problem means time is of 

the essence to get back to the airport and land. 

Nick asked the First Responder in the audience if he 
would recommend declaring an emergency. His re-
ply was “Yes,  because our station is 12 – 14 minutes 
away from the airport.” They would prefer the ad-
vanced warning and be there on hand and ready 
when the pilot lands.  

The next set of topics began with a picture of a “very 

disabled” plane in a cornfield. This is when Nick 

touched on emergency landings, maintaining situa-

tional awareness, and using your checklists. He 

touched on a couple examples where the plane 

caught on fire after landing. The passengers were 

fortunate to have been able to escape and get away. 

Another example of a lapse in situational awareness: 

Nick showed a float-plane in the water, but the belly 

and pontoons were pointing up!! The pilot had set 

up for a landing at an airport, but the tower issued a 

delay due to switching runways. During the wait, he 

decided to do a quick touch-and-go at a nearby lake. 

But…he forgot the wheels were still down!!  

This discussion transitioned to the question…Now 
what?? Who do you call? If you experience an acci-

dent or an incident, your first call should be to 911. 
The police will then contact the FAA, usually 
through the Regional Operations Center (ROC). 

That number is 817-222-5000.  

Then, the operator of the aircraft must 

“immediately, and by the most expeditious means 

available, notify the nearest NTSB Regional Opera-

tions Center (ROC).” That number is 844-373-9922.  

Then, the aircraft operator must file a written report 

within 10 days after the accident. Nick suggested to 

not wait 10 days; you will need that much time to fill 

out the paperwork! 

Nick provided additional emergency landing scenar-

ios with photos as examples of how and why the pi-

lot needs to maintain situational awareness…before, 

during and after the landing. Keep track of your 

phone! Sudden deceleration of an aircraft causes 

things that are loose to end up in very unreachable 

or invisible places inside the cockpit. As part of your 

emergency landing checklist, locate and secure any 

handheld “communication devices”. After an inci-

dent or accident, you are going to need it. On the 

other hand, there are going to be those situations 

when you DID tuck your phone into a pocket, 

but...upon exiting the plane you discover there is no 

signal. Now what??  (Continued on Page 8) 
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IT’S CELEBRATION TIME!! 
   

 

 

 

 

 

MARK YOUR CALENDAR FOR THE  

CHAPTER 1610 HOLIDAY PARTY 
 

WHERE:  The WINGS AIRPORT CAFE' BRAINERD 

WHEN: SATURDAY, JANUARY 14, 2023 AT 6:00 PM 

MARK NESHEIM AND HIS STAFF WILL BE PREPARING THE FOLLOWING  

~~ MENU ~~ 
 

Cheese, Meat and Fruit Tray with Crackers 

Marinade Roast Beef in Au Jus 

Hoagie-style Roll 

Homemade French Fries 

Homemade Sweet Potato Fries 

Cole Slaw & Potato Salad 

Selection of Mark's Fresh-Baked Pie  

Coffee, Tea, Water & Fountain Drinks 

$20.00 per Person 

Beer & Wine Cash Bar Separate 

PLEASE RSVP # of GUESTS BY JANUARY 12, 2023 to 

eaachapter1610@gmail.com 



On December 1st, the crew finally 

completed applying reinforcement 

tape to 90% of the fuselage. This al-

lowed us to flip the fuselage onto its 

belly and install the engine cylinders 

onto the “block”. Toward the close of 

the work session, we had a little fun 

and assembled some of the tail pieces 

and attached the propeller. It is 

actually starting to look like a real 

airplane!  

Due to the winter storm that blew 

through Crow Wing County on 

December 15, poor driving condi-

tions prevented us from meeting 

that evening.  

EAA CHAPTER 1610 LONGSTER PROJECT: 
STATUS REPORT  
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For those who wish to help 

with this project, we meet at 

Paul’s the first and third 

Thursdays of every month, 

starting at 6:00 pm. Paul’s 

shop is very spacious and 

well-equipped to accommo-

date this endeavor. Please 

feel free to join us for the 

camaraderie and education-

al opportunity to learn new 

skills.   
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Chapter 1610 extends a sincere THANK YOU to all those who      
contributed to the TREE OF HOPE. 

The collection boxes located in the NorthPoint Aviation GA Lobby and 
in Wings Airport Café provided for a respectable number of children’s 
gifts and toys for this charity. As you may recall, TREE OF HOPE is an 
aviation-based charity that helps to put smiles on the faces of children 
over the holidays who are in hospitals recovering from surgery, an ac-
cident, or a major illness. 

Mike Petersen and I delivered these to Hanger H at St. Cloud Region-
al Airport on Saturday morning, December 10th. We got to witness an 
amazing group of volunteers receiving, sorting, packaging and distrib-
uting THOUSANDS of donated toys destined for Minnesota, Wiscon-
sin and North Dakota hospitals, Ronald McDonald Houses, and Cath-
olic Charities children’s shelters. 

Here is what it looked like inside Hanger H that morning. 

TREE OF HOPE: A FOLLOW-UP   



 FAASTeam Seminar Synopsis:  (Con’t from Pg. 2) 

Back to that cornfield scenario. Depending on the month, you may 
not be able to see where you are after you exit the aircraft. Mature 
corn stalks can reach 7-8 feet tall.   

While setting up your emergency landing, take note of the location 

of landmarks, roads, houses, etc. After exiting the airplane, your sit-

uational awareness will help you determine a direction to seek help 

or shelter. This brought Nick to the next recommendation.  

In a similar scenario, after the couple exited the airplane, they be-

gan walking to find help…but in the wrong direction. “Hansel & 

Gretel did not leave any breadcrumbs for rescuers to follow!” If you 

decide to start hiking to find help or seek shelter, leave some evi-

dence…pieces of torn cloth or a note… so first responders can find 

you.   

The final topic was on ballistic parachutes, or the “Ballistic Recovery 

System” (BAR). Nick showed some great videos of these being de-

ployed on Cirrus aircraft in flight. One key point to remember: Once 

on the ground, winds can keep the chute filled and drag the plane. 

The shrouds are a made from a Kevlar-like material, so the average 

pocketknife is useless. To avoid further damage or injury to passen-

gers, it’s important to, somehow, douse the chute. He recommended 

to First Responders to hose it down with water, if available.  

Nick also raised awareness of the armed, but not deployed BRS. An 

emergency landing can twist and torque the fuselage resulting in 

stretching the cable that launches the BAR. If an aircraft is BAR-

equipped and the safety pin is not inserted, it can pose a significant 

safety hazard to anyone around the aircraft.  

That concluded the seminar.  

For those who attended, we would appreciate you taking a few 

minutes to complete a short online survey so we can improve future 

educational programs. 

Simply log into the chapter website https://chapters.eaa.org/

eaa1610 and then open the EDUCATION tab on the left side of the 

page. You will find a link to open the survey. Once completed, scroll 

to the bottom and select SUBMIT. 
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Quotable Quotes: 
1. “Do not spin this aircraft. If the aircraft does enter a spin it will re-

turn to earth without further attention on the part of the aeronaut.”  
From the first handbook issued with the Curtis-Wright Flyer. 

2. “Mistakes are inevitable in aviation, especially when one is still 
learning new things. The trick is to not make the mistakes that will 
kill you.”  From Stephen Coonts 

3. “There’s no such thing as a natural-born pilot.”  From Chuck Yeager 
4. “The pilot who teaches himself has a fool for a student.”  From Robert 

Livingston in ‘Flying the Aeronca’ 
5. “Keep the airspeed up, less the earth come from below and smite 

thee.”  From William Kershner 
 
 
 
 
Historical Notes: 
January 1, 1914: The world’s first  scheduled airplane passenger service 
operated by an airline company...the Airboat Line...begins at 10:00 AM when 
Anthony Jannus flies his first passenger from St. Petersburg to Tampa, FL. 
The fare for the 22-mile over-water flight was $5 with a surcharge if the pas-
senger weighs more than 200 lbs.  The Benoist XIV flying boat and its sister 
ship flew over 1200 passengers that winter. It eventually returned to its 
home, Duluth Minnesota, as the “Lark of Duluth”. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
January 11, 1945: Amelia Earhart becomes the first woman pilot to fly solo 
between Hawaii and the United States. She takes off from Wheeler Field, Oa-
hu, Honolulu to fly her Lockheed Vega across the eastern Pacific to Oakland, 
California. Earhart lands after 18 hours and 15 minutes. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
March 13, 1945:  U.S. interest in flight is so popular that courses in aviation 
are being taught in 14,000 of America’s 25,686 high schools. 
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ON THE ‘LIGHTAIR’ SIDE:   



THIS OFFER IS 

GOOD THROUGH 

JANUARY 31 

                         CLOSING REMARKS   

We will be holding our regularly-scheduled meeting Saturday morning,  Jan-

uary 14th starting at 9:00 am in the Airport Lounge.  

Refreshments will be available. 

I am still interested in hearing your suggestions for future topics in the News-

letter. I also encourage budding authors to submit content.                                   

Please contact Mark Bearss     

   email to mgbearss@gmail.com 

   Text to 952-818-9986 

And finally, the contact information for Chapter 1610 has changed. 

   The new email address is eaachapter1610@gmail.com 

   The new phone number is (320) 232-5122 

Don’t forget… 

Join us on Facebook™ at... 

#EAA 1610, or… 

“EAA Chapter 1610”. 

 

AND... 

BEST WISHES   

TO YOU 

THROUGHOUT 

2023 

While working at the Poker Run this past September, I noticed one of the partici-

pants was wearing a smart-looking vest with a logo of their airplane. I had recent-

ly purchased a hat embroidered with my airplane logo + N-number at EAA 

AirVenture 2022. So naturally, I asked if that’s where she had purchased her 

vest. I learned hers was acquired from an embroidery and silk-screening shop in 

downtown Staples, Minnesota.  

In November I took a drive to Staples and sought out the Old 10 Apparel shop. I 

met with the owner, Bobbi, who showed me a catalog of emblems and logos and, 

finally...AIRPLANES. Lots of them. Once I decided on an airplane style, accent 

colors, and lettering for the N-number, I moved on to selecting from a variety of 

garments, color options and a size for my co-pilot. Bobbi then showed me what 

my embroidered selection would look like on her computer. The end result is pic-

tured left.  

When considering making this kind of purchase online, there are times, like this, 

when the consumer might be best served working with a brick-and-mortar busi-

ness for fulfilling this type of “customized” purchase; especially with the array of 

choices available. Therefore, during the months of December 2022 and January 

2023, Old 10 Apparel will extended a 15% discount to the members of EAA Chap-

ter 1610 on purchases from their store. To redeem this savings, simply bring the 

coupon below to OLD 10 APPAREL, 508 2nd Avenue NE in downtown Staples. 

mailto:mgbearss@gmail.com

