Boston City Tour - How To Do It

By Dave Dion
Here’s how I've flown the Boston City Tour many times:

> Depart FIT and VFR navigate toward Stow Airport at 3,000 MSL. Continue your VFR
navigation to the Needham Towers (three very tall towers just South of the Mass Pike
and 1-95 / Rte 128 intersection; the towers are ~1300 feet AGL); see sectional below -
arrow points to the Needham Towers. Descend to 2,500 MSL approaching the
Needham Towers as the bottom of Boston Class B is 3,000 in that area.



FITCHBURG 2452 L 42 122/ \) j V. for Cliiés D/E (sfo) effynrs" 380 1)

M \\/! )i*eL i agle Granitevil?}e ‘. « 70 [ '.;‘e' ez | . 04535
120 . A 1.40 ‘ 2 =R
[ BN A ' % @SHAKER HILI

"‘ T~ oXBOW NATIONAL A 251 SI(R{— r—\

WILDLIFE REFUGE 591 //"

Fort Devens i "

.& See}NOTAMs/Supplement 7’ \

S ’Lossy 7 for Class D etf nrs 4, ’
HANSCOM (BED) ,‘ a., '

e V431
1 CT X185 * O)-
3?5“;";3““@ y K3 MINGTE MANIE ATIS 124.6,
! K {77llf >4 ) 268 L 28 :32-.|_ 70 122195 ‘
BRIDGEPORT 4\ -/ 22 (O -¢- ; b AA
X J l i R4102 58 3 GREATlMEAE]OWS NATIONAL T \ X
: ~_~ Vi “ J O s fates EASSAEET RIVER w"\‘DLIFE{EFUGE 6-1"[ PR ( A 7
\_ = NATIGNAL WILDLIF { 7[] ;) * (" : '§/,
E g ‘?P ” /}1-<-. . \.,' ’(( " ;’E
S o CIAMIRZA S
D /. >
826, LN
— /ML AA ?Jj:‘k N
IMARLBOROX (9531) 9254\=333
([~ 2850{i6 122 ElCY i (895) -NO'SVER
L s SN : LOGAN INTLY(BOS)
o (;1'355 D' effihrs S 00292 M4-37 CT <128.8”
A% e\ sy -
‘-**f?i;gﬁ Agiblp VSl = T Spso)
A r..--—--""" 7] )

> Contact Boston on 124.4; use Stow for positional location (e.g., 5 miles Southeast of
Stow); or put Bedford or Boston in the GPS for a position off those locations. You'll get
a squawk and Boston will ask for your intentions. Say “I'd like to do the City Tour
today if possible”. Boston will coordinate your entry into Class B with Logan Tower or
Boston Skyway (the helicopter controller). If there’s a delay, start a 360 just to the West
of the Needham Towers (remember - to the West of the towers, the bottom of Class B is
3,000; to the East of the towers, the bottom of Class B is 2,000).

> Boston will direct you to Tower (or Skyway) for clearance in. Upon check in - say
“Boston Tower, Aircraft 123 VFR at 2,500 at the Needham Towers”. Here’s what
you will get back: “Aircraft 123 you are cleared into Class B at or below 2,000”.
Sometimes you will be issued a “qualifier” (e.g., “Stay at or above 1,500 or “Stay South
of the Charlestown Bridge” or “Stay West of the Boston Inner Harbor”). REPEAT BACK
your Class B clearance !!!

> Proceed inbound. Here’s what | like to do:

e Descend to 1,500 (if OK) and fly North of the Charles River aiming for the
Harvard football stadium (see picture).






