
 Nov 2019 

EAA CHAPTER 145 
 

SINCE 1962  
 
 

 
 
 
  Chapter Meeting:   Saturday, Nov 9, 2019 – 10:00am 

      Riverview Airport (08C) in the big hangar (see map on last page) 
       

       

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

CHAPTER MEETING        
    The EAA Chapter 145 meeting for  

November will be a presentation by  
Miller Electric.  
    They will be showing the group 
the ins and outs of T.I.G. welding. 
    Miller Welding has been a leader  
In the welding industry growing from a  
one-man operation in 1929, to the world’s  
largest manufacturer of arc welding products. 
 
PRESIDENT’S CORNER   
   The October activity for EAA Chapter 145 was the annual cookout and bonfire at 
Riverview. There was a turnout of about 50 members, friends, and family in the main 
hanger. Of course, there was a really great selection of food.  The evening was cool, but 
very windy, so the bonfire was canceled.  However, the friendly conversations around the 
tables warmed the heart.   
“Have plane…will fly”. I think about this phrase as it applies to sport aviation, as it applies 
to EAA, as it applies to Riverview.  Most of the sport aviation activities that I see around 
West Michigan involve someone just wanting to fly their airplane for the joy of it.  EAA has 
the “Flying Start” program to help get adults into sport aviation.  So, next time you want to 
fly for fun, invite someone to go with you.  Share the fun and introduce someone to sport 
aviation. You both will get a lot of satisfaction out of the flight and EAA will support you 
with guides and information.  Let me know if you have any questions. 
Cheers, Dick 
PS:  Save the date:  Riverview Christmas Brunch will be December 14, 2019  
 

EAA145 HANGAR 
-There is a tentative schedule for a new project in the EAA hangar. 
-Anyone needing room to work on a project, contact Dick Foster for details. 
 

      DUES ARE NOW BEING COLLECTED 
Dues of $35.00 are payable to "EAA CHAPTER 145" and can be  

mailed to Bob Swietek at the address listed at the end of the newsletter  

or brought to the monthly chapter meeting. If you need to make any  

updates on your contact information, please include the tear-off slip for  

member data and update with your payment.  
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BOOTCAMP FOR CHAPTER OFFICERS 
On October 19, 2019, President Dick Foster, Vice President Bruce Whitman and Secretary 
Bob Swietek attended the EAA Chapter Leadership Boot Camp in Ray Mi (EAA Chapter13). 

The all-day sessions about improving your chapter was presented by Charlie Becker and 
David Leiting from the EAA Chapter office. Useful information was obtained and will be used 
in the future EAA Chapter 145 activities.  

 

YOUNG EAGLES 
The latest Young Eagle event was the BSA Aviation Merit  
Badge at Sparta (EAA704) on October 26.  Forty Young  

Eagles were flown and qualified for their Aviation Merit  
Badge. 
The fall weather may be cool, but there are still some  

very nice days left before winter.  If you know of any 8  
to 17 yrs. old who would like to take a flight, have them  

contact me.        Dick (616) 538-8849 

 
OCTOBER BONFIRE 
    Thank you to those that helped contribute and set-up the October bonfire event. Bill’s 

restaurant grill is still working and cranked out the heat. Thanks to Bob for getting the 

hamburgers and polish sausages. They were tasty; there were many compliments. All the 

side dishes were delicious and quickly disappeared as well.  Thanks to all. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



PROJECT OF THE MONTH 
Pete Steinbacher’s Cub is looking ready for flight. With the help of some friends he was able 
to mount the wings. Just a few more tweaks & adjustments and it will be ready to soar. 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

WEBSITE OF THE MONTH 

==GOOGLE BOOKS – FLYING MAGAZINE ARCHIVES== 
https://books.google.com/books/about/Flying_Magazine.html?id=VT7C_Y4Wm54C 

 

A viewable archive of FLYING magazine can be found in Google Books, going way back to the 

1920’s. 

 

WOULDA COULDA SHOULDA 
  In the airport lobby I was amazed to come across a FLYING magazine from 1945. The 
magazine was still in pretty good shape considering that it’s over 70 years old. 
  One could guess that the war was winding down by the flavor of the articles. The articles 
and advertising all were upbeat about a possible peaceful future. People were beginning to 
plan out the next few years, instead of just surviving the day. 
  One article stood out in particular. The government was selling aircraft and engines for 
unbelievable prices. You could get a Packard Rolls-Royce Merlin for $10, or an Allison for 
$10. A Lockheed P-38 goes for $150; a Mustang P-51 or Thunderbolt P-47 for $100. 
You could step up and get a B-24 Liberator or a B-17 for $350. 
   I wish I had a time machine so I could go back and take advantage of this situation. 
 

 

 

https://books.google.com/books/about/Flying_Magazine.html?id=VT7C_Y4Wm54C
https://books.google.com/books/about/Flying_Magazine.html?id=VT7C_Y4Wm54C
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EAA Chapter 145 website:   www.145.eaachapter.org      
EAA National website:   www.eaa.org 

Riverview Facebook:  www.facebook.com/pages/Riverview-Airport/115468211816419 

 
      DUES ARE NOW BEING COLLECTED 
Dues of $35.00 are payable to "EAA CHAPTER 145" and can be mailed to Bob Swietek  
at the address listed at the end of the newsletter or brought to the monthly chapter  
meeting. If you need to make any updates on your contact information, please include  
the tear-off slip for member data and update with your payment. 

 
UPCOMING EVENTS  

 

 
Nov 9 Riverview Airport (08C)   Meeting – Miller Electric – TIG Welding 
Dec 14   Riverview Airport (08C)   Meeting – Christmas Brunch 
Jan 18 Riverview Airport (08C)   Meeting – EAA VFR Club – Radek Vishkoski 
Feb 8 Riverview Airport (08C)   Meeting – RV-14A Project – Bob Swietek 
Spring ’20 Bahamas Trip   West Mich Pilots Group – Bahamas Trip 
 

If you know of events that should be on the event calendar, please e-mail them to me 

If you would like to be on the e-mail list for meeting and event reminders, or if you would like to receive the newsletter 
electronically, which is full color and delivered days before the print version… please send your e-mail address to:  

randall.houtman@dematic.com 
 

The 2019 Officers for EAA145: 
 
President,  Dick Foster  
(538-8849 c172foster@gmail.com)  
 
Vice President, Bruce Whitman  
(897-9846 bwhitmanpe@gmail.com) 
 
Secretary/Treasurer, Bob Swietek  
6962 Bridgewater Dr. SE 
Grand Rapids,MI 49546 
(676-2951  airdale69@aol.com) 

 
Newsletter Editor, Randy Houtman  
(randall.houtman@dematic.com)  
 

 
 
Treasurer’s Report:   (as of Nov 4th) 

     

   Liabilities: $4055.00 

   Cash:     $165.85     Checking: $42.11 

 Savings: $5867.29     Total:  $6075.25 

 

 

Website Editor, Bill Willyard 
    (wgwillyard@att.net) 
       

 
EAA CHAPTER 145 MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION / RENEWAL FORM 

DUES ARE $35.00 PER YEAR – JANUARY 1st to DECEMBER 31st  
Name ________________________________________  
Co-Pilot / Spouse _______________________________  
Address ______________________________________  
City __________________________________________  
State / Zip _____________________________________  
e-mail address _________________________________  
Home Phone ___________________________________  
Work Phone ___________________________________  
National Membership # ___________________________ 

 
Aircraft Owned  _________________________________ 
______________________________________________ 
 
Projects / % Compete ____________________________ 
______________________________________________ 
 
Bring this form to the next meeting or mail to: 
 
EAA Chapter 145 Treasurer 
6962 Bridgewater Dr. SE 
Grand Rapids, MI, 49546 

 
Experimental Aircraft Association – Chapter 145 –  Grand Rapids, Mi
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