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CHAPTER MEETING        
   For this month’s meeting we will hear from Gregg Kaat. Gregg is 

building a Sonex “B” Model – the one with more cabin room and 

choices of engines. Gregg already built a Kolb and is looking to move 

inside, out of the cold breezes and is done with eating bugs. 
 

PRESIDENT’S CORNER   
     Welcome to a New Year.  Here is a sample of some of the 
programs, events, and activities that EAA chapter 145 participated in 

2018. We want to thank you for helping support the chapter as a 
volunteer, presenter, or attendee. 
 

 Tour of SMAT facilities at Ionia (Y70) 

 DRONE-8 presentation - Kyle Underwood 

 RV-9A project  - Rick Saliers 

 Windcraft Aviation, Go-Fly competition  - Alex Taylor 

 Mustang two project - Bruce Whitman 

 Weeks Hangar Work Party - Chapter 145 trip to Oshkosh 

 Back to the cockpit - Gus Hawkins 

 Boy Scouts Aviation Badge - Young Eagle flights at 08C 

 WMFA - Young Eagle flights at 61D 

 GAAA Young Eagle Event - EAA145 at 6D6 

 Young Eagle flights - Grand Haven, 3GM 

 Parrot LSA project - Dave DeHamer 

 Riverview Open House for Steamboat Campground – EAA145 

 Help with YE rally at Sparta - EAA704 (8D4) 

 OSHKOSH Airventure - EAA145 camping 

 SMAT Open House - EAA145 A/C parking 

 Yellowstone Flying Adventure - Herb Harney 

 Wings of Mercy YE flights - Holland, BIV 

 How to Buy an A/C - Jack Dekkinga 

 Riverview Airport Bonfire and Cookout 

 Chapter videos and updates - EAA145 

 Boy Scouts Aviation Badge - Young Eagle flights at KAZO 

 Annual Riverview Christmas Brunch  
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  PRESIDENT’S CORNER – continued….  
     WOW! Local EAA chapters do a lot to promote sport aviation.  I’m proud to be part of 
EAA145 with all of the hardworking, dedicated officers and members.  I don’t have room to 

list all the names, but you all know who you are.  So thank you and I feel that 2019 will be 
another rewarding year for EAA Chapter 145.      All the Best in the New Year, Dick 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Calkins Field Aviation LLC 
   Pete Steinbacher of Calkins Field Aviation LLC, is our local source for all your maintenance 
needs, right here at Riverview. Pete has an A&P license, along with Inspection Authorization. 
Pete provides Annual Inspections, 100-hour inspections if req’d, maintenance and repairs on all 
types of aircraft. He has done extensive renovations to the main hangar at Riverview. There is a 
fully functional machine shop. 
   Pete is also an experimenter. He is almost finished with a Piper 
Cub project, and has a Pietenpol project waiting in the wings. 
    Pictured below are Pete Steinbacher, Bill Willyard, and Larry 
Baine. Larry and Bill often help Pete with the projects; be it a 2nd 
set of eyes to double-check work, or strong arms to help move  
items around.  
 
  Pete can be reached at (616)889-5971 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 

 
 

 



VFR CHARTS 
    Note that paper charts are not mailed out automatically anymore. If you want to receive a 

paper chart you’ll need to visit www.michigan.gov/aero/  and find the Airport Directory 

page. Then click “Add your name to the aeronautical chart mailing list”  (see pic below) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

DUES ARE NOW BEING COLLECTED 
Dues of $35.00 are payable to "EAA CHAPTER 145" and can be mailed to Bob Swietek at 
the address listed at the end of the newsletter or brought to the monthly chapter meeting. 
If you need to make any updates on your contact information, please include the tear-off 

slip for member data and update with your payment. 
 
EAA145 HANGAR 
-Scott Dykstra moved his RV-9A into the hangar for final assembly details, details, details….. 

-Todd Verhage has his Power Parachute Trike into the hangar for refurbishing. 

-The Chapter now has a form for members to fill out if they want to put a project in the hangar.  

       Contact Dick Foster for details. 

 
 
CHRISTMAS BRUNCH 
   It was great to see everyone at the Christmas brunch last month. A time to catch up with old 

friends and make new ones….. a time to share stories and make up new stories. Thanks for all 

the folks that brought in dishes to share. Not much of the food was left at all– that is a good 

sign of the talented chefs we have in the area. 

   It was nice to see Ron Fritz and his wife in attendance. That made me remember the 

archive folder that Ron gave us – it is full of photos and newsletters over the history of 

Chapter 145. I attached Ron’s copy of the very first newsletter of Chapter 145 below.  

Hopefully we can keep going strong for another 50+ years. 

 

 

 
 
 
 

http://www.michigan.gov/aero/
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EAA Chapter 145 website:   www.145.eaachapter.org      
EAA National website:   www.eaa.org 
Riverview Facebook:   www.facebook.com/pages/Riverview-Airport/115468211816419 

 
      DUES ARE NOW BEING COLLECTED 
Dues of $35.00 are payable to "EAA CHAPTER 145" and can be  
mailed to Bob Swietek at the address listed at the end of the newsletter  
or brought to the monthly chapter meeting. If you need to make any  
updates on your contact information, please include the tear-off slip for  
member data and update with your payment. 
 

UPCOMING EVENTS  
 
Jan 12 Riverview Airport (08C)   Meeting – Sonex “B” Model – Greg Kaat 
Feb 2 Canton/Plymouth (1D2)  EAA#113  Frostbite Chili Fly-In  11a-2p   
Feb 9 Riverview Airport (08C)   Meeting – Herb Harney – Yellowstone Flyin’ Trip 
Mar 9 Riverview Airport (08C)   Meeting – Scott Dykstra – Vinyl Wrapping RV9A 
Apr 13 Riverview Airport (08C)   Meeting – Dennis Hutchinson - Davis DA-2 
May 18-22 Galtinburg TN (KGKT)  Riverview Pilot’s Trip – Great Smoky National Park 
July 3-7 Battle Creek Airport  Battle Creek Airshow & Balloon Festival 
July 22-28 Wittman Field (OSH)  OSHKOSH 2019 
July30-Aug3 Mentone, IN (C92)  P.R.A. Convention - Gryocopters 
Aug 3-4 Willow Run Airport  Thunder Over Michigan Airshow – Ypsilanti MI 
 

If you know of events that should be on the event calendar, please e-mail them to me 
If you would like to be on the e-mail list for meeting and event reminders, or if you would like to receive the newsletter 

electronically, which is full color and delivered days before the print version… please send your e-mail address to:  
randall.houtman@dematic.com 

 

The 2019 Officers for EAA145: 
 
President,  Dick Foster  
(538-8849 c172foster@gmail.com)  
 
Vice President, Bruce Whitman  
(897-9846 bwhitmanpe@gmail.com) 
 
Secretary/Treasurer, Bob Swietek  
6962 Bridgewater Dr. SE 
Grand Rapids,MI 49546 
(676-2951  airdale69@aol.com) 

 
Newsletter Editor, Randy Houtman  
(randall.houtman@dematic.com)  
 

 
 
Treasurer’s Report:   (as of Jan 2th) 

     

   Liabilities: $3500.00 

   Cash:     $200.85     Checking: $93.07 

 Savings: $6142.77     Total:  $6436.69 

 

 

Website Editor, Bill Willyard 
    (wgwillyard@att.net) 
       

 
EAA CHAPTER 145 MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION / RENEWAL FORM 

DUES ARE $35.00 PER YEAR – JANUARY 1st to DECEMBER 31st  
Name ________________________________________  
Co-Pilot / Spouse _______________________________  
Address ______________________________________  
City __________________________________________  
State / Zip _____________________________________  
e-mail address _________________________________  
Home Phone ___________________________________  
Work Phone ___________________________________  
National Membership # ___________________________ 

 
Aircraft Owned  _________________________________ 
______________________________________________ 
 
Projects / % Compete ____________________________ 
______________________________________________ 
 
Bring this form to the next meeting or mail to: 
 
EAA Chapter 145 Treasurer 
6962 Bridgewater Dr. SE 
Grand Rapids, MI, 49546 

 
Experimental Aircraft Association – Chapter 145 –  Grand Rapids, M

http://www.145.eaachapter.org/
http://www.eaa.org/
http://www.facebook.com/pages/Riverview-Airport/115468211816419
mailto:randall.houtman@dematic.com
mailto:bwhitmanpe@gmail.com
randall.houtman@dematic.com
wgwillyard@att.net





