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Great weather contributed to a great day at the 
airport. Over 30 Young Eagle flights and a number of 
Old Eagles as well. A successful event! Thank you 
volunteers!

-- Ralph Inkster

In This Newsletter

•Garry Wright has a write up titled Physics 
Lab relating his experiences with learning 
to land on floats.

•A description of all the volunteer 
positions in our chapter

•The replies from the user survey done at 
our last meeting

•Fly Mart at CYBW
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Newsletter of the EAA Chapter 1410
High River, Alberta, Canada

Who We Are
  We are an enthusiastic group of 
like-minded individuals from various 
backgrounds who share a passion 
for recreational aviation in Southern 
Alberta and we offer the chance to 
meet others who combine fun with 
learning. www.eaahighr iver.org

WAYPOINTS

Physics Lab   
Garry Wright

I took my float training in 1995 at Nelson, BC while on leave from my electrical engineering job in Asia. The 
setting for these lessons was nothing less than spectacular and engaging for a prospective float pilot, because when 
that lake is not stormy it is huge, easy to handle and not subject to much in the way of boat traffic. 

One of the lessons given every student is 'avoid confused water'. I knew what confused water was. In Asia, I had 
been out on boats called water taxis for travelling 
around in water villages, houses on stilts 
elevated above the water, connected by wooden 
sidewalks. The chop was incredible due to a 
large number of powerful boats running around, 
more or less randomly, on what amounted to a 
lake about two miles square. The lake was used 
variously for transportation, fishing, swimming, 
potable water, sewage, and general recreation. 
The resulting chop set the standard for me of 
what confused water is – amplitudes of the 
waves were three to four feet peak to trough.

As I have observed before, when flight 
instructors mention something to avoid, they 
waffle on the scale of the problem – perhaps they  
don't know, perhaps they were trained the same 
way and have no direct experience. Dunno. How 
much chop is too much chop?

Fast forward to 2008 and I am flying back from a little trip to Lethbridge, taking advantage of any opportunity to 
get the floats wet when I approach Travers Reservoir, adjacent to Bow Island Park. It’s a beautiful crystal clear day, 
very little wind and the reservoir is calm but for a series of boat wakes generated by three power boats of the class 
one might use for water skiing. This is a pretty large body of water, several miles long and wide enough that one 
could land crossways if you had a reason to do so. On close inspection, these wakes number about six and each is 
propagating in a different direction, hitting the 'rigid' shoreline and reflecting back out again – thus accounting for 
the large number of wakes for the small number of boats. continued on page 4

http://www.eaahighriver.org
http://www.eaahighriver.org
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Please Update 
your web member 

profiles
On our web site, in the 
member’s section, there are 
many pictures and profiles that 
are quite dated (clecoed 
aluminum parts which are now 
beautiful flying machines).  The 
updates should be sent to Paul 
Gregory (eaahighriver@shaw.ca)  
Please supply:  Name, project 
or aircraft, facts about your 
project and area of aviation 
interest.

EAA1410 2012 Executive

President Derek Riphagen zuluangus@yahoo.ca

Vice President Donavon Bentz bentzd@shaw.ca

Treasurer Jay Burrows jburrows@westernfeedlots.com 

Secretary Andrew Crocker anmcrock@telusplanet.net

How to Join Our Chapter
Attend our next chapter meeting. Ask for anyone and they will be 
pleased to help. All the required forms will be made available for you 
to fill out. You must be a current member of EAA International, so 
please have your EAA membership number. If you are not a member, 
you can join EAA at the meeting.

Contact us by post at 
EAA Chapter 1410
Box 5280, High River, Alberta T1V 1M4
Or by email at
eaahighriver@shaw.ca 

We can send you the registration forms if you like.
Contact Marv Fenrick (see the last page with the list of the executive).

Photographed in Northern Poland - Antonov An-2

mailto:eaahighriver@shaw.ca
mailto:eaahighriver@shaw.ca
mailto:zuluangus@yahoo.ca
mailto:zuluangus@yahoo.ca
mailto:jburrows@westernfeedlots.com
mailto:jburrows@westernfeedlots.com
mailto:eaahighriver@shaw.ca
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It looks like each wavefront has an amplitude of about six inches peak to trough and a wavelength of about two 
feet. Individually such waves would be no problem at all for my floats. This is not confused water as in my Asia 
experience. I brought the plane down to the surface, carefully feeling my way to touchdown, skimming along just 
above the surface for about a quarter mile when bang, my right float grabbed something, I skipped off the surface 
into a climb to the right. What was that?! Throttle in and let’s do a go around. 

After inspection of the landing spot from the air, I realized that I had just experienced flying over a spot where all 
those six waves had coincidentally added up, as they should somewhere on that lake. The sneaky buggers reached 
up and grabbed my float unexpectedly, like a speed bump in the road placed to catch one wheel. After a lifetime of 
working with the same phenomenon in the form of electromagnetic waves, I had finally experienced something I 
always knew about in a much more tangible form. 

I can now put a measure to what those instructors could not. One or two wakes, especially if they aren't reflecting 
from the shorelines would work okay, more than that can be confusing. 

Lesson learned - if an instructor told you to 'avoid xxx', a good time to think about what magnitude is too much is 
before you encounter that 'xxx' in the plane. There seems to be quite a few items along that line so while you are 
sitting in that project's pilot seat making aeroplane noises, think about those magnitude issues. How much is too 
much, or how much is enough?

• Saturday October 13, 2012 10:00 – 16:00 
• Ernie’s  Hanger  !  539  Hurricane  Drive  @CYBW 

• For more information and to pre-register your prize sale items bruce.flach@shaw.ca 
• Everyone is encouraged to send an email to the above to get a list of all the good 

deals onto our RAA web site!!! raacalgary.com 
• 5% of sale proceeds go to RAA to fund upcoming events 

 

from page 2



! ! 5

EAA Chapter 1410 - 
Volunteer Job Descriptions

President:
Responsibility:  Oversees Chapter Activities as directed by the Chapter membership.

Duties:

1.  Chairs all Chapter and Executive Business Meetings and ensures decisions as to Chapter Activities are made in a 
democratic manner by way consensus where possible and by way of motions, and votes when deemed necessary.

2.  Ensures all necessary documentation required by EAA International is provided on a timely basis as outlined by EAA 
International.

3.  Oversees the discharge of all Chapter 1410 volunteer position duties by asking on a monthly basis "how is it going" 
and helping the individual occupying the position problem solve.  This does not entail taking over the task.

Vice President
Responsibility:  Coordinates the Monthly Chapter Meeting entertainment/educational program.

Duties:

1.  Determines through consultation with members topics and speakers of interest to members.  

2.  Identifies and arranges volunteer speakers or programs for each monthly meeting. 

3.  In the absence of the President chairs Chapter or Executive meetings.

4.  Annually asks members "Why are you here, and what do you want?"

Secretary
Responsibility:   Records the decisions of Chapter and Executive meetings.

Duties: 

1. Takes minutes at Chapter and  Executive meetings.

2.  Distributes minutes of meetings to the Membership of the Chapter prior to the next meeting.

3.  Ensures members remain aware of motions made at meetings and follow through required.

Treasurer 
Responsibility:  Looks after Chapter finances and maintains a current list of active members. 

Duties:

1.  Annually collects from members the Chapter memberships fees and maintains the membership list .

2.  Banks all funds collected on behalf of the Chapter.

3.  Pay with the joint signature of one other member of the executive the Chapter's expenses.

4.  Provide a short financial statement at all Chapter meetings.

5.  Annually provide a detailed account of the Chapter finances and updates the list of active members.

6.  With the assistance of the Chapter membership identify two members to audit the annual financial statement.

Note:  As outlined in the Chapter bylaws any two members of the executive have the authority to sign cheques required 
to  pay off expenses incurred on behalf of the Chapter.   
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Food & Beverage Coordinator
Duties:

Provide food and drink at all Chapter meetings and special events. 

1.  Decide what food  and beverages will be provided at Chapter 1410 meetings and in what amount.

2.  Purchase and prepare the food offerings 

3.  Collect from meal participants the fee decided by the Chapter for the food offering. (The fee for food is currently set 
is $10 per plate beverages are free.)

4.  Develops and executes a "Pizza Backup Plan" for meetings where attendance is unexpectedly large. 

4.  Obtain an annual  Alberta Liquor Control Board (ALCB) license allowing for the provision of liquor at Chapter 
meetings.

Note:

The provision of food at meetings is basically intended to be on a cost recovery basis however if income does not cover 
expenses the coordinator will provide receipts for expenses incurred to the Chapter Treasurer to allow for 
reimbursement.  Any money derived as a result of the sale of food  to be banked with the EAA Chapter 1410 treasures.  
This position will be provided with a  $250 dollar float to allow for the purchase of food and  beverages for each 
meeting.  

Member at Large

Responsibilities:  Upon the  direction of the Chapter Executive take on special projects deemed to enhance the 
Chapter's operation. 

Duties: 

As decided in conjunction with the Chapter Executive  

Community Outreach Coordinator
Responsibility:  Respond to community queries and requests for aviation tours at the airport.

Duties:

1.  Respond to all requests for EAA Chapter 1410 for  tours of the airport and introductory familiarization with light 
aircraft and their flight operations.

2.  Coordinate  with members who have hanger and aircraft at the airport their support and presence at an agreed 
upon date to provide the tour to the community group (school, guides, boy scouts, etc.)

3.  Develop whatever tour experience is suitable for the group 
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Young Eagles Coordinator
Responsibility:

 In accordance with EAA Insurance guidelines this position is responsible for the coordination of volunteer pilots and 
necessary ground support staff to provide introductory flights to  young person's between eight and seventeen years of 
age.*

Duties:

1.  Make a motion at a Chapter Meeting to hold a Young Eagles day on a certain date.  The motion to be placed before 
the membership a minimum of three months prior to the suggested date.  This motion to also include a "rain date" in 
case of unfavorable flight conditions on the initial scheduled date.

2.   Once the date has been set immediately obtain the necessary insurance coverage for the event from EAA 
International.

3.  At a monthly Chapter meeting a minimum of two months prior to the event circulate a list asking for  volunteer pilots 
and ground crew.  Specific position required are:

• A lead pilot to lay out and brief the other pilots of the flight routes, one for slower aircraft and one for faster 
aircraft.  This position also holds the authority to call off the event due to safety considerations at any point. 

• A chief registrar and assistant to register the participants in accordance with EAA regulations governing young 
Eagles Flights. 

•  A ground school coordinator to run a ground school for young Eagles. This individual to try and find an airplane 
not involved in the flights to by a static display for aircraft familiarization.  

•  A ground operations (ramp) coordinator assisted by a minimum of two other individuals to coordinate the safe 
movement and parking of aircraft on the ramp.

• A flight advisor to man the local Mandatory Frequency to ensure transient aircraft are aware of the EAA flights in 
the airport area

4.  Provide the Newsletter coordinator and Website coordinator the necessary information to allow for public advertising 
of the event in the local print and broadcast media.

5.  Ensure that a NOTAM is registered with Nav Canada advising other pilots of the Young Eagles activity.

6.  Ensure that after the event the proper registration information is forwarded to the EAA International office within one 
week after the completion of the event. 

7.  Based on forecast flight conditions 24 hours prior to the event make a decision as to either continue with or  
postpone the event.  In any case if flight conditions are deemed to be unfavorable at any time during the event any pilot 
may refuse to continue to fly and the lead pilot may call the entire event off at any point.

*Historically the Chapter has coordinated this one on one day per year however the opportunity exists to expand the 
program with and additional day or utilizing other methods of connecting young persons with EAA pilots who are willing 
to provide introductory flights.  
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Newsletter Editor
Responsibility:

Publish monthly a Newsletter related to EAA Chapter 1410 member activities and interests.

Duties:

1.  Solicit (i.e. beg, threaten, or blackmail) from individual members content for the newsletter.

2.  If unable to solicit content using the above methods report to the members at the monthly meeting "no content, no 
newsletter."

3.  Provide via e-mail a copy of any Newsletters to the EAA Website coordinator for posting on the website

Website Coordinator
Responsibility:

Develop and Maintain a website relevant to EAA Chapter 1410 Members

Duties:

1.  Monthly and ideally weekly edit the website to ensure content is current and accurate.

2.  Utilize the central EAA Website and services in the development of the website.

3.  If deemed necessary develop a budget to present to the Chapter 1410 Executive to contract on a fee for service basis 
someone to complete these tasks. 

4.   If contracting someone to develop and maintain the website the individual in this position assumes the role of 
overseeing and supervising the contracted person.

Annual Potluck Dinner Coordinator
Responsibility:  In consultation with the membership at the September meeting and by way of a motion select a date for 
a dinner along with the price of attendance (If any.)  Ensure the membership or Chapter Executive provide a clear budget 
to operate within.

Duties:

1.  Book the facility (Cadet Hanger) for the night of the dinner.

2.   Advertise the event to Chapter members using the Chapter Newsletter.  Advertise the event to other members of the 
aviation community using whatever methods are available. e.g.. other aviation organization newsletters, posters in flying 
clubs and schools, etc.

3.  Arrange a method for preregistration of persons interested in attending.

4.  Arrange for a speaker for the event at no or low cost.

5.  Purchase a Liquor License for the event which is available at most retail liquor stores 

6.  Rent and arrange delivery and pickup of tables, chairs, cutlery, and table cloths for the event.

7.  Purchase and deliver dinner related items beer, wine, ice, condiments etc. 

8.  Dependent on member preference perhaps arrange for a member to purchase and prepare a roast.

9.  Arrange for setup, and cleanup, for the event.

10.  Submit receipts for costs incurred organizing the event to the Chapter treasurer for reimbursement. 
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Why are you here?

•I have a serious interest in building and flying a sport aircraft – flying for fun! Also the,camaraderie.
•To learn more about home building.
•To talk about building
•To learn about building.
•To be part of the local aviation community.
•To participate in various aviation related activities and associate with those who are also passionate about aviation.
•Socialize with aviation people
•Friends and camaraderie.
•Contact friends.
•While I anxiously wait for the dollars to get my license, the club keeps my interest peaked.
•Socialize and learn from guest speakers.
•To support aviation Alberta, keep people flying.
•Socialize and learn. Learn and promote aviation.
•Learn. I am a new aircraft owner and 240 hour pilot. I have much to learn.
•"All of the above"

What do you want?

•To finish my RV so I can get more active and current
•More building topics/presentations maybe have these monthly. Focus the topics on fuel systems, trim systems electrical systems 
etc.
•To meet other builders and learn from them.
•To share in others aviation experiences and accomplishments.
•To learn from others and participate in workshops, like Sport Air programs.
•here interesting stories, technical information from builders experiences.
•Camaraderie, he movie night, good food.
•Occasional support for food or newsletter.
•To see the club thrive and learn from the veteran pilots.
•Information on building
•Key people flying little airplanes
•general aviation anything related to aircraft.
•Learn about aircraft maintenance.
•"All of the above" 

What can you offer in the way of increasing members knowledge?

•I have many years of professional aviation experience as pilot, engineer, and management. I'm frustrated with my inability to feel 
comfortable providing information as I am less than current
•very little, I'm a glider pilot.
•I can give an introduction to basic aerodynamics.
•I don't think I have a lot to offer yet
•Not sure I currently have enough experienced provide valuable information or contribution. Will do so as I acquire more knowledge 
and experience as time goes by when enjoyed contributing in the future.
•Amateur flight simulation enthusiast with a deep computer background and flight simulation technology.
•Aromatic propellers.
•Will contribute newsletter stuff, will help with speakers.
•Technical stuff.
•Stories of cross-country flights, military aviation history.
•Floats stuff, contrast to wheels.
•Things that make aviation safe (building and flying)
•Media and graphic support.
•Not much at this point.

EAA Chapter 1410 - 
Member’s Survey Responses


