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Rust forms on unprotected steel, such as chromoly 4130, that is commonly used in 
aviation. If you start with recently manufactured steel parts, they are probably 
already protected by the manufacturer or are new enough to not have a large 
amount of rust on them.
But what do you do if you purchase a kit that was started 30 years ago and has 
changed through numerous hands, some not as caring as others, and was stored 
in an unprotected environments? Steel tubes, as are commonly used for torque 
tubes and mounts for control horns, are very difficult to clean on the inside.

I was struggling with this problem on my Zenith CH250, which was started in 1974 
and has gone through 4 previous owners. Until that is, I received a flyer from the 
aviation branch of Canadian Tire, which had an advertisement for a product called 
Evapo-Rust.

Evapo-Rust is made by a Candian 
Company called Rust Stop Canada, 
that provides a full range of 
environmentally friendly products to 
industrial, commercial and retail 
markets. Their WEB address is: 
www.evaporust.ca

According to the manufacturer, 
Evapo-Rust is harmless to anything 
but iron oxide (rust). It uses a 
chemical process where it binds only 
to the rust while leaving everything 
else alone. 

See page three for more information.
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Newsletter of the EAA Chapter 1410
High River, Alberta, Canada

Who We Are
  We are an enthusiastic group of 
like-minded individuals from various 
backgrounds who share a passion 
for recreational aviation in Southern 
Alberta and we offer the chance to 
meet others who combine fun with 
learning. www.eaahighr iver.org

WAYPOINTS

When Derek asked me if I could put something together 
for the next newsletter I thought sure, no problem. After 
all, it was only a couple of years ago that Robert did a 
member profile on my Mustang II project. My thinking 
at the time was I could just do an update from that last 
profile and that should provide adequate material for the 
upcoming newsletter. Well… I had not actually read the 
profile since it was completed 2 years ago, and upon 
reviewing it, I discovered several things: one was that I 
have not progressed as much as I thought I had. In fact, I 
struggle now with having completed enough to even 
update you with. The other thing that has become 
painfully obvious in this process, at least to me, is that if 
you are going to build from plan,  don’t, at least not if 
you have a young family or a social life of any kind. 

My suggestion, up front, is that unless you are a vampire 
who will melt in direct sunlight or you are under some 
kind of long term house arrest or retired, you should stick 
to the CNC manufactured kits or better yet, take over one 
of the 80% of near complete projects that come to market 
because the builder succumbed to old age before 
completion. 

I may sound a bit cynical in this, as I’m forced to accept 
that my planned completion date has come and gone. Oh, 
and when a build time of say 2000 hrs is suggested, it 
means someone, somewhere potentially could do it in 
that time, but no mention that it was his third build of 
type. Oh and he has a clone of himself working on all the 
little bits and pieces in the corner of the garage (ok, 
venom all spewed).

So what was I doing when not turning aluminium into 
noise and curse words? In reflection I have had some 
wonderful aviation related experiences with my family. 
We have been to Arlington twice, toured the Boeing plant 

in Seattle, toured the Evergreen museum in McMinnville 
Oregon, where we sat in the left seat of the Hughes 
Flying Boat (Spruce Goose) and touched an SR71. I have 
been to the Smithsonian Air and Space museum in 
Washington twice: once with 2 of my sons who 
commented “Wow Dad this place is better then 
Disneyland”. I’ve stood on the deck of the aircraft carrier 
Midway in San Diego and conversed with a retired Navy 
pilot while he hoisted one of my sons into the cockpit of 
the same A4 that he had flown over Vietnam in. 

There have been some memorable non aviation events 
that got in the way as well, like coaching one of my son’s 
Novice hockey teams to a divisional championship. 
There have been some more subtle things as well like 
watching a loon dive and take the trout off a fishing line 
as we canoe over Thompson lakes. My point in all of this 
is that life sometimes gets in the way of the things we 
want to do or think we should be doing, but looking back 
over the past 2 years, I doubt I would have traded any of 
it for being further along the road to hanging the wings 
or awakening the neighbours with the first engine start 
up. I have come away from this exercise with two goals: 
the first is to find a balance point between life and 
aviation related pursuits, the second is to keep my wife 
distracted enough so that she doesn’t start talking about 
bathroom renovations again. Despite life taking 
precedence over flying, we do have to draw the line 
somewhere, for me that line is somewhere below ensuite 
renovations and vacations with my in-laws.

Message from Jay Burrows
Acting Vice President

http://www.eaahighriver.org
http://www.eaahighriver.org
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How to Join 
Our Chapter
Attend our next chapter 
meeting. Ask for anyone and 
they will be pleased to help. All 
the required forms will be made 
available for you to fill out. You 
must be a current member of 
EAA International, so please 
have your EAA membership 
number. If you are not a 
member, you can join EAA at 
the meeting.

Contact us by post at 
EAA Chapter 1410
Box 5280, High River, Alberta 
T1V 1M4
Or by email at
eaahighriver@shaw.ca 

We can send you the 
registration forms if you like.
Contact Marv Fenrick (see the 
last page with the list of the 
executive).

Please Update 
your web member 

profiles
On our web site, in the 
member’s section, there are 
many pictures and profiles that 
are quite dated (clecoed 
aluminum parts which are now 
beautiful flying machines).  The 
updates should be sent to Paul 
Gregory (eaahighriver@shaw.ca)  
Please supply:  Name, project 
or aircraft, facts about your 
project and area of aviation 
interest.

Here is the description from the manufacturere:

EVAPO-RUSTTM works through selective chelation. This is a process in 

which a large synthetic molecule forms a bond with metals and holds 
them in solution. Most chelating agents bind many different metals. 
The active ingredient in EVAPO-RUSTTM bonds to iron exclusively. It 
can remove iron from iron oxide but is too weak to remove iron from 

steel where the iron is held much more strongly. Once the chelating 

agent has removed the iron, a sulfur bearing organic molecule pulls 
the iron away from the chelator and forms a ferric sulfate complex 
which remains water soluble. This frees the chelating agent to remove 
more iron from rust.

EVAPO-RUST is non-corrosive to steel and does not harm brass, 
copper, aluminum, gold, lead, titanium, steel, cast iron, chrome, solder 
points, vinyl, plastic, rubber, silicone, glass, cork, or wood. EVAPO-

RUST has an indefinite shelf life* and can be used over and over until 
it absolutely stops working. On average, one gallon de-rusts up to 300 

pounds of light to moderately rusted steel.

I have attached a few before and after pictures of some 
parts that I soaked in Evapo-Rust. I used an overnight 
soak to get the effects shown. Note how the liquid 
turned grey after using the same liquid for 3 soaks.

Please share any information that you have on this 
product. I would love to hear from you.

Robert Fridman

mailto:eaahighriver@shaw.ca
mailto:eaahighriver@shaw.ca
mailto:eaahighriver@shaw.ca
mailto:eaahighriver@shaw.ca
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EAA1410 2012 Executive

President Derek Riphagen zuluangus@yahoo.ca

Vice President Donavon Bentz bentzd@shaw.ca

Treasurer Jay Burrows jburrows@westernfeedlots.com 

Secretary Andrew Crocker anmcrock@telusplanet.net

HISTORY OF PAST EAA1410 SPEAKERS

MONTH TOPIC PRESENTER

December Primer on Formation Flying John Northey

January Flying  Legally and Keeping Your Ticket Lenore Crane

February Quick Building the Slow Build Kit Troy Branch*

Spider Tracks  GPS Flight Tracking System Sean Viel

March Corsair Ground School Soren Christiansen*

Springbank ATC Unit Operations Mike Anderson

AVRO Arrow replica Presentations Paul Gies

April Fuel Flow Testing Jack Dueck*

Lessons in Forecasting and Managing Turbulence Ralph Inkster*

May Alberta Aviation History is Funny Too Clark Seaborn*

Engine Mount Considerations Jack Hardock*

June High River and Surrounding Airport History Chris Weicht

July Annual Hanger Crawl HR Airport

August Tour of ATC Tower at  Springbank Bob Miller/Ralph Inkster*

September Life Changing Lessons from Flying Russell Koch

October Float Trip to Northern Saskatchewan Garry Wright*

My Introduction to Gliding Robert Fridman*

November Navigating US Customs & Immigration Bryan Gilbert*

Flying Mexico and Eastern Canada Scott Church*

December The Conversion Engine -Some Lessons Learned Jeff Seaborn*

My Summer Fly"-  concentrating on West Coast Trail Soren Christiansen*

January The Flight Review  - Safety & Insurance Benefits Al McDonald*

* denotes EAA Chapter 1410 Members

mailto:zuluangus@yahoo.ca
mailto:zuluangus@yahoo.ca
mailto:jburrows@westernfeedlots.com
mailto:jburrows@westernfeedlots.com
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