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Newsletter of the EAA Chapter 1410
High River, Alberta, Canada

Who We Are
  We are an enthusiastic group of 
like-minded individuals from various 
backgrounds who share a passion 
for recreational aviation in Southern 
Alberta and we offer the chance to 
meet others who combine fun with 
learning. www.eaahighr iver.org

WAYPOINTS
 As Chapter president, one of my resolutions for 2012 is 
to get our Chapter website filled with information that 
would be a draw for aviation enthusiasts in southern 
Alberta to become part of Chapter1410. 
 
I don't know how each of you react to stories in the many 
aviation publications and mediums that have a focus on 
aviation.  I do know that I am drawn to 
them to see what I can learn to make me 
a better builder and pilot.  I also use the 
many stories of adventure as a source 
for ideas that often get added to 
my bucket list of aviation goals.  As you 
reflect on your life in aviation think 
how much poorer you would have felt if 
you had not had access to such stories 
and articles.  Each of you have 
interesting stories to share and what 
better place to do so than on the web site?  
So to start the stories here is a brief outline of my aviation 
travels over the years. 
 
My first flight, in my early twenties, was as a passenger 
in a 4-engined Viscount.  I was attempting to reach 
Victoria Falls in what is now Zimbabwe during the height 
of the war in that country.  It was unsafe to travel the 
roads by vehicle due to the threat of ambushes and land 
mines. We were accelerating down the runway in Harare 
when I noticed emergency vehicles racing alongside of 
us. We screeched to a stop and I discovered that there was 
an engine fire. We were deplaned  and eventually boarded 
another flight for the falls. Landing at Victoria Falls was 

quite interesting as we were at about 10,000 feet and I 
could see the runway below when all of a sudden I was 
hanging by my seat belt as a steep, and I mean 
STEEP, descent began for the landing - part of 
the airline's tactics to avoid the threat of surface to air 
missiles. We were lucky as only 3 months later a similar 
flight was hit by a missile that resulted in a crash that 

killed most of the passengers - the few survivors 
were gunned down by the insurgent forces.  I 
experienced the same "dive on the airport" 
that, as civilian pilots, we are told never to do 
again a few years later again in Argentina.  
 
I learned to fly in South Africa in a C150 
nearly 40 years ago thanks to a colleague in 
the small engineering firm where I worked.  
The aircraft I learned in were equipped with a 

bakelite speaker in the panel that used to make 
unintelligible noises so most of the time we flew 

with the radio set switched off.  Headsets are a godsend!  
There was no navigation equipment to speak of other 
than a compass. DME and VOR didn't exist for us. 
Terrain in South Africa is quite rugged. Our practice area 
was extremely remote (no roads) and no level ground to 
put down should an emergency occur.  The area was 
known as the Valley of a 1000 Hills, a broad valley about 
30 miles across filled with thousands of mesa like 
outcrops surrounded by cliffs up to 500 feet in height.  
Nothing like doing solo spins over this sort of terrain 
making sure that you followed the instructor's briefing of  
"do at least 3 turns before recovering and practice spins 
in both directions". 

EAA1410 2011 Executive

President Derek Riphagen zuluangus@yahoo.ca

Vice President Donavon Bentz bentzd@shaw.ca

Treasurer Jay Burrows jburrows@westernfeedlots.com 

Secretary Andrew Crocker anmcrock@telusplanet.net

Our President, 
Derek Riphagen 
shares his start 
in aviation
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How to Join 
Our Chapter
Attend our next chapter 
meeting. Ask for anyone and 
they will be pleased to help. All 
the required forms will be made 
available for you to fill out. You 
must be a current member of 
EAA International, so please 
have your EAA membership 
number. If you are not a 
member, you can join EAA at 
the meeting.

Contact us by post at 
EAA Chapter 1410
Box 5280, High River, Alberta 
T1V 1M4
Or by email at
eaahighriver@shaw.ca 

We can send you the 
registration forms if you like.
Contact Marv Fenrick (see the 
last page with the list of the 
executive).

Please Update 
your web member 

profiles
On our web site, in the 
member’s section, there are 
many pictures and profiles that 
are quite dated (clecoed 
aluminum parts which are now 
beautiful flying machines).  The 
updates should be sent to Paul 
Gregory (eaahighriver@shaw.ca)  
Please supply:  Name, project 
or aircraft, facts about your 
project and area of aviation 
interest.

 
When traveling cross country, we mostly flew IFR (I Follow Roads) as we had 
no nav aids and weather forecasting was next to nonexistent. I recall one time 
calling the international airport some 50 miles away for a weather briefing and 
the briefer's comment was "blue skies...what is it like where you are?". I then 
explained that I could not see 10 feet in the thick fog. The fog didn't lift for the 
next 24 hours. 
 
Over the years, I managed to get time in a C152, C172 as well as a Cherokee 
Six and witnessed a low level stall and crash of a brand new Norman Islander 
by an intoxicated pilot before other family priorities and travels interceded and 
grounded me. 
 
The flying bug stayed with me and I managed many interesting flights over the 
ensuing years that included being winched in and out of military helicopters as 
a member of a volunteer civilian mountain rescue team, flying in a spare seat in 
a military DC3 doing low level (800 feet) paratrooper training, flights in South 
America in military planes that civilians were allowed to use as a pseudo airline 
if space permitted in the weeks leading up to the Falklands war (more steep 
descents), a hair raising flight over the Nazca lines in Peru, where I was the 
only person not airsick due to the pilot's antics trying to show-off while giving 
us a good view of these mysterious lines in the desert, ballooning in Alberta, 
trips in float planes up north and on the west coast of Canada to canoe and sea 
kayak and, this year, a short glider experience at CuNim.
 
After a gap of many years raising a family, changing countries during which 
time my license lapsed, I was invited to attend what has turned out to be the 
most expensive yet rewarding potluck dinner that I have ever attended or most 
likely will ever attend, hosted by Chapter 1410 in February 2010.  Three weeks 
after that dinner my RV7A was on order from Van's and I was back in flight 
school getting my Canadian license which took me just over a year thanks to 
the uncooperative weather in 2010.  That July I was on my way by road to 
Oshkosh with my youngest son.  He has 5 hours logged courtesy of an aviation 
camp at Red Deer when he was 15.  It was a trip (to Oshkosh) that I had wanted 
to do since I first got my license back in the early seventies.  This year I was 
able to get a ride to Oshkosh in a C182, a trip to Billings in a C210 to pick up 
my panel and to the Camrose fly-in, plus take myself on a number of cross 
country flights in southern Alberta .
 
My RV is looking more and more like an airplane with each passing week.  
Sport Air workshops (thanks Jack) certainly were a big help in removing some 
of the fear and the feeling of being overwhelmed that many first time builders 
experience when cracking open the crates and starting down the path of 
understanding all the terminology and bits and pieces facing you.  The engine is 
due to ship in January.  I am determined to have my aircraft pass final 
inspection and flying in 2012. 
 
Let me leave each of you with a challenge:  Write an article for our newsletter/
website - it would certainly help Robert and secondly, why don't each of us try 
and bring a guest to our monthly meetings or invite someone to attend our 
annual potluck?  Aside from new friendships, who knows what inner fire you 
will kindle in someone........and thanks Paul for inviting me to the potluck last 
year and to many of you who I have got to know over the past 2 years I have 
got an important part of me back.
 
Derek Riphagen 
Box 323, Longview, AB 
T0L 1H0

mailto:eaahighriver@shaw.ca
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My name is Ian Brown and I recently took on the 
editorship of the EAA Canadian electronic 
newsletter, Bits ‘N Pieces.
  
I’m 62 years old, retired, and I live in Bromont, 
Quebec. I was raised in England and left at age 34 
for a job in Waukesha, Wisconsin, not too far from 
KOSH, our mecca. I was a regular visitor to EAA 
AirVenture Oshkosh before it was called that. In 
1990 I moved to Guelph, Ontario, and spent 18 
years traveling the breadth of Canada on 
business. I got to know a lot of airports and hotels 
and restaurants close by, but I can’t exactly claim 
to have done a lot of touring on my own time.

I own an RV-9A which I built over eight years 
(including a couple of house moves and a busy 
job). I went from a single-car garage, then to a 
very large basement, then to a warmer single-car 
garage, then to a well-heated hangar. I can 
probably say quite a lot about the differences in 
these locations, but I’ll resist the temptation. There 
have been several recent articles about workshop 
choices, and I don’t think I have much to add.

I’d like to extend an invitation for you to write something for Bits ‘N Pieces. There seems to be no 
shortage of articles that we can distribute, but since Bits ‘N Pieces is a Canadian newsletter the more 
Canadian content the better. I’d really like to have this be Canadian news for a Canadian audience, rather 
than a rehash of articles you may have already read elsewhere. If you have news of interest, chapter 
reports, etc. please email them directly to me.  
 
If you or any of your friends are not already subscribed to Bits ‘N Pieces, now is a good time to publicize 
this link: http://www.eaa.org/bitsandpieces/subscribe.asp
 
It is not necessary to be a current EAA member to subscribe or receive Bits ‘N Pieces.
 
Feedback on the current issue would be welcomed! Requests for new content, new ideas, would be 
greatly appreciated,
 
Regards,
  
Ian Brown
C-GOHM  (RV-9A)
Editor,  Bits ‘N Pieces, EAA Canadian eNewsletter.

Letter from the new Bits ‘N Pieces editor

http://www.eaa.org/bitsandpieces/subscribe.asp
http://www.eaa.org/bitsandpieces/subscribe.asp
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