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We have had complaints from the airport authority about people 
parking on the main airport driveway.

Please use the parking on the north side of the hangar itself (the gate 
can be opened electrically from inside the cadet hangar), plus off the 
road in front of the hangar (where most of us usually park) and also 
the parking area adjacent to the fence to the apron near the flight 
school.

This month’s speaker will be Clark 
Seaborn giving a recount of the 1999 
Oshkosh Airshow and events leading up 
to it.
A home movie taken of Clark Seaborn`s Fokker Super Universal trip to Oshkosh- 
including some of the airplane`s history, a test flight program and the rush and 
trials to get the airplane to Oshkosh in the summer of 1999.  This big airplane was 
parked on the front line of the airshow and it afforded some excellent movie 
taking of some of the performers of that year- some unforgettable ones who no 
longer perform and some who are no longer with us.  Hopefully this presentation 
will wet our desires to take our own newly completed airplanes to Oshkosh. 

Lethbridge International Landing Fees
 
As of February 12, 2012 CYQL has a $41.92 + GST ($44.02) landing fee if you are going to use 
customs, plus an addition fee if you dare go near the terminal.The fee is for all powerplants. I 
just got an invoice and talked to Scott the Airport manager. 403-328-5525
 
As CanPass you can still use Milk River (2953’) or Warner (2952’)
 
 
Jim MacKinnon P.Eng.
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Newsletter of the EAA Chapter 1410
High River, Alberta, Canada

Who We Are
  We are an enthusiastic group of 
like-minded individuals from various 
backgrounds who share a passion 
for recreational aviation in Southern 
Alberta and we offer the chance to 
meet others who combine fun with 
learning. www.eaahighr iver.org

WAYPOINTS

Growing up, I dreamed of becoming a pilot. I was the 
kid with the airplane pajamas, zooming around my 
backyard wherever my imaginary pilot’s license would 
take me. My dreams were crushed when I discovered 
that near-sightedness limited my options. As a sad little 
Air Cadet, I hung up my uniform, knowing it would 
never lead me to a career as a fighter pilot. I resigned 
myself to building and flying model airplanes.

At age 21, tired of my job, I started looking into the 
possibilities that may lead to my future career. One ad 
in the Classified section jumped out at me. “Airline 
pilots are retiring by 
the thousands! Over 
110,000 pilots will 
be required over the 
next decade!” the ad 
promised. That 
definitely got my 
attention. Promising 
my wife I was only 
going to “get more 
information to make 
an informed 
decision”, I went to the 
information session and discovered that I was able to 
get my pilot’s license with corrected vision. I returned 
home fully enrolled in ground school for my private 
license.

I was officially bitten by the flying bug as my 
childhood dreams became a reality. I finished my 

private license in eight months, and plowed right into 
the commercial program.  I had my share of real-world 
experiences during my training. On one cross-country 
flight, I lost a mag. During multi-engine training, I shut 
an engine down and was unsuccessful restarting it. 
Going through my first cloud during IFR training was 
eye-opening. All of these experiences have made me 
the pilot I am today.

After getting my commercial license with 200 hours in 
the air and a fair amount of accumulated debt, I had to 
put the brakes on. I rented airplanes just enough to keep 

myself legally 
current. Every now 
and then my parents 
would chip in and I 
would fly to Brooks 
to visit them for a 
$400 hamburger. I 
loved flying, but the 
cost was prohibitive.  
Planes had to be 
booked weeks in 
advance, and if the 

weather didn’t 
cooperate, I was out of luck for another few weeks. It 
was almost impossible to book an annual check-out 
with instructors who were fully booked with students. 
When I did manage to get my hands on a plane, my 
friends were impressed, but it was still a borrowed 
airplane.  I had to find a way to own my own plane. 

My Path to  the Sky
Andrew Crocker

continues on page 3...

http://www.eaahighriver.org
http://www.eaahighriver.org
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How to Join 
Our Chapter
Attend our next chapter 
meeting. Ask for anyone and 
they will be pleased to help. All 
the required forms will be made 
available for you to fill out. You 
must be a current member of 
EAA International, so please 
have your EAA membership 
number. If you are not a 
member, you can join EAA at 
the meeting.

Contact us by post at 
EAA Chapter 1410
Box 5280, High River, Alberta 
T1V 1M4
Or by email at
eaahighriver@shaw.ca 

We can send you the 
registration forms if you like.
Contact Marv Fenrick (see the 
last page with the list of the 
executive).

Please Update 
your web member 

profiles
On our web site, in the 
member’s section, there are 
many pictures and profiles that 
are quite dated (clecoed 
aluminum parts which are now 
beautiful flying machines).  The 
updates should be sent to Paul 
Gregory (eaahighriver@shaw.ca)  
Please supply:  Name, project 
or aircraft, facts about your 
project and area of aviation 
interest.

I decided to build an RV.  By building my own airplane, I would save 
money overall, and by building it piece by piece, the investment would be 
smaller to start. That’s how I sold it to my wife, anyway. It was great at 
first, spending many weekend hours in the garage, cranking my music and 
feeling like I was single-handedly bringing my airplane into being, rivet 
by rivet. At the same time, my career was taking off and I found myself 
with fewer and fewer hours to spend working on the plane. Starting to 
build the RV at age 32, I promised myself I would be finished by age 40. 
Five years later, I could see that at my current rate of building, my 
completed RV was still decades away. I had to find another way.

I moved on to Plan B. If I wanted to own a completed plane in my 
lifetime, I was going to have to fast-track my path to ownership. The right 
opportunity came along, and I became the proud owner of a shiny red 
Luscombe to initiate my mid-life crisis a little early. My plane is ideally 
suited for sightseeing, quick jaunts close to the city and short trips – 
exactly the kind of flying I like to do.  It may take me longer to get to 
Oshkosh than most, but it’s pretty cool to be able to tell people that I own 
my own airplane.

... continues from page 2

Our  next meeting (May 3rd) will be at the SAIT 
aviation facility at the Calgary airport. If people want to car 
pool from High River that night they can sort out logistics 
with each other at the April meeting. We also need to let 
SAIT know beforehand how many people are planning on 
attending that night.

mailto:eaahighriver@shaw.ca
mailto:eaahighriver@shaw.ca
mailto:eaahighriver@shaw.ca
mailto:eaahighriver@shaw.ca
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EAA1410 2012 Executive

President Derek Riphagen zuluangus@yahoo.ca

Vice President Donavon Bentz bentzd@shaw.ca

Treasurer Jay Burrows jburrows@westernfeedlots.com 

Secretary Andrew Crocker anmcrock@telusplanet.net

HISTORY OF PAST EAA1410 SPEAKERS

MONTH TOPIC PRESENTER

December Primer on Formation Flying John Northey

January Flying  Legally and Keeping Your Ticket Lenore Crane

February Quick Building the Slow Build Kit Troy Branch*

Spider Tracks  GPS Flight Tracking System Sean Viel

March Corsair Ground School Soren Christiansen*

Springbank ATC Unit Operations Mike Anderson

AVRO Arrow replica Presentations Paul Gies

April Fuel Flow Testing Jack Dueck*

Lessons in Forecasting and Managing Turbulence Ralph Inkster*

May Alberta Aviation History is Funny Too Clark Seaborn*

Engine Mount Considerations Jack Hardock*

June High River and Surrounding Airport History Chris Weicht

July Annual Hanger Crawl HR Airport

August Tour of ATC Tower at  Springbank Bob Miller/Ralph Inkster*

September Life Changing Lessons from Flying Russell Koch

October Float Trip to Northern Saskatchewan Garry Wright*

My Introduction to Gliding Robert Fridman*

November Navigating US Customs & Immigration Bryan Gilbert*

Flying Mexico and Eastern Canada Scott Church*

December The Conversion Engine -Some Lessons Learned Jeff Seaborn*

My Summer Fly"-  concentrating on West Coast Trail Soren Christiansen*

January The Flight Review  - Safety & Insurance Benefits Al McDonald*

* denotes EAA Chapter 1410 Members

Type to enter text

mailto:zuluangus@yahoo.ca
mailto:zuluangus@yahoo.ca
mailto:jburrows@westernfeedlots.com
mailto:jburrows@westernfeedlots.com
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EAA Chapter 1410 Hosts Cayley Grade Sixers
by Paul Gregory

On a sunny afternoon on February 28, 2012, our chapter volunteers introduced elementary school 
children to the joy of aviation. In what has become an annual event, a school bus full of about 60 grade 
six children descended on the High River Airport to experience aviation first hand. There the kids were 
welcomed with the radial roar as Soren's Stinson Gullwing ("Big Red") landed. After that the kids were 
given a chance to hear what it's like to be a pilot, learn about map reading, tour Murray's Aircraft, and sit 
at controls of a Cessna 210.
Thanks to all those that volunteered including Jean and Jack Dueck, Clark Seaborn, Alan Logan, Soren 
Christiansen, Paul Gregory, John Mader and Doug Eaglesham.  The following is an e-mail from the 
teacher Sean Hartley thanking us for the afternoon.

From: Sean Hartley <hartleys@fsd38.ab.ca>
Subject: Thank you to EAA
Dear EAA,

Thank you for allowing us to come to the High River Airport yesterday. We thought it was very interesting all of the 
things you showed us about airplanes. We really enjoyed the tour. Some of our favorite things were:

• Getting to control the elevators, rudder and ailerons.
• Watching the flight simulator.
• Learning about the different types of pilots.
• Seeing the instruments in the cockpit.
• Going into the maintenance hangar.
• The flyover by Big Red!
• Seeing the old RCAF airplane.
• Seeing all of the airplanes!
• Being able to ask real pilots questions that we didn’t know the answers to.
• Seeing the old compass.
• Meeting everyone who works at the airport (especially Candy because her name is awesome!)

We thought it was really nice of everyone to use their time to teach us about airplanes and flight. Going to the airport 
and seeing the planes helped us understand flight.

Thank you again for everything.

Sincerely,

Mr Hartley & Cayley School Grade Five and Six

mailto:hartleys@fsd38.ab.ca
mailto:hartleys@fsd38.ab.ca
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A new company from Glendale, CA, 
has introduced a new composite kit 
for the inexperienced do it 
yourselfer. The company, Creative 
Eagles Corporation has built  “The 
First Composite Pedal Kitplane”.

A quote from the compaty states: 
“Our Gotcha Composite Pedal 
Kitplane turns kids tricycle into 
something wonderful and exciting rides. The kit is a bolt-in project into kids 
tricycle. The kit consist of the fuselage, the propeller, seat back, wings, 
horizontal stabilizer, and hardwares.
 
We encourage everyone to build their Gotcha now and enjoy watching your young 
pilots as they fly around the neighborhood. Their smile will touch your heart!
 

Ha!y Ap"l!

Innovative US Composite Company creates first 
Composite hombuilt conversion kit for trikes

http://www.creative-eagles.com/
http://www.creative-eagles.com/
http://www.creative-eagles.com/
http://www.creative-eagles.com/
http://creative-eagles.com/Gotcha/Gotcha.html
http://creative-eagles.com/Gotcha/Gotcha.html
http://creative-eagles.com/Gotcha/Gotcha.html
http://creative-eagles.com/Gotcha/Gotcha.html

