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General Meeting 

President: Michael (Mike) Bodine
Vice President: Wes Toland

Secretary: Bill Rudd
Treasurer: Kathleen Wollen
Young Eagles Coordinators:

Linton & Kathleen Wollen
Technical Counselor:
Egisto (Fred) Salvatori

Newsletter Editor: Bonnie Gottschalk
Webpage Editor Toland

“Important Dates”

September 3rd

700 PM

Mike Bodine

2519 Sea Breeze Ct.
Merced, CA

Board Meeting

August 8,2020
8:30 AM

Gateway EAA Chapter 1401
Merced Regional Airport 

HANGAR 10



Bonnie Gottschalk
Editor 

Hello Flight Enthusiasts!
Not a lot happening with the COVID-19 
distancing still going on.  We will not be 
flying to my son’s anytime soon.  We flew 
down to our friends in Oceanside again.  This 
virus has really put a cog in everyone’s social 
lives that is for sure.  We are fortunate that 
we are in the virtual age and can still visit 
that way.

The Gottschalk Flight Center presentation was informative as 
expected. We had about 19 members in attendance. I have 
some photos in the Event section for those of you who were 
unable to attend.

Richard Walker will be talking about gliders for the August 
meeting’s presentation. 

The meetings have been moved to the EAA Hangar for safe 
distancing. Please wear masks as a courtesy, so those who feel  
uncomfortable when people are not wearing them will attend.  
We want everyone to come see the presentations without fear 
of becoming ill, and unless you are physically unable to wear 
one, we would appreciate your cooperation in wearing one for 
them. Also, we can not provide food or beverages but feel free 
to bring your own.

Stay safe on the ground and in the air!

Bonnie G.



President’s Post
August 8, 2020

Gateway EAA Chapter 1401

8:30 AM HANGAR 10

Merced Regional AirportMike Bodine

Mike Bodine

EAA General Meeting 

Richard Walker will give a presentation on flying 

GLIDERS

Please wear face masks 

No food or drink will be served

Regional Airport Advisory Board Meeting

The July Airport Advisory Board Meeting was 

canceled we will try again August18th.

Board meeting

Sept. 3rd 7PM

Bodine residence 

2519 Seabreeze Ct.

Merced

Regretfully your EAA Board has voted to cancel this year’s

Young Eagles Event due to the Corona virus .



2020 Gateway EAA 
Meeting Schedule

Board 
Meetings

General 
Meetings

Meeting 
Location

Meeting 
Agenda and Activity 

July 30 Aug 8
Merced 

Airport KMCE
Hangar 10

Aircraft Display and Social 
Richard Walker

Gliders

Sept 3 Sept 12
Merced 

Airport KMCE
Hangar 10

Aircraft Display and Social 

Oct 1 Oct 10
Merced 

Airport KMCE
Hangar 10

Aircraft Display and Social 

Nov 5 Nov 14
Merced 

Airport KMCE
Hangar 10

Aircraft Display and Social 

Dec 3 Dec 12 Bodine’s Chapter Christmas party

Regrettably, the EAA Board

has voted to eliminate the 

Young Eagles Event Scheduled 

for this year, due to COVID-19 

and the necessity of social distancing



Chapter Events



John F. Gottschalk with a Cessna 206  used as a rental plane and charter service.



CK in front of the Flight 
Center’s car which picked 
up students to take to the 
Aviation school in 
Michigan. Sometimes 
packed to the gills.

John F. and Robert 
Gottschalk  with one 
of their training 
plane’s when first in 
Modesto.

Emily Gottschalk
with a Cessna 206  
used as a rental 
plane and charter 
service.



Aeronca Champ 7AC 
Other Aircraft:

Aeronca Chief - side by side
Aeronca Sedan – 4 place

Stinsons - 4 place
Taildragger twin 

(CK & Joanne [little sis]with John Peeples (mechanic)









Pilot rules of flying to live by 
if you want to be an old pilot!

1. Every takeoff is optional. Every landing is mandatory.

2. If you push the stick forward, the houses get bigger. If you pull the stick back, they get 
smaller. That is, unless you keep pulling the stick all the way back, then they get bigger 
again.

3. Flying isn’t dangerous. Crashing is what’s dangerous.

4. It’s always better to be down here wishing you were up there than up there wishing you 
were down here.

5. The only time you have too much fuel is when you’re on fire.

6. The propeller is just a big fan in front of the plane used to keep the pilot cool. When it 
stops, you can actually watch the pilot start sweating.

7. When in doubt, hold on to your altitude. No one has ever collided with the sky.

8. A ‘good’ landing is one from which you can walk away. A ‘great’ landing is one after 
which they can use the plane again.

9. Learn from the mistakes of others. You won’t live long enough to make all of them 
yourself.

10. You know you’ve landed with the wheels up if it takes full power to taxi to the ramp.

11. The probability of survival is inversely proportional to the angle of arrival. Large angle 
of arrival, small probability of survival and vice versa.

12. Never let an aircraft take you somewhere your brain didn’t get to five minutes earlier.

13. STAY OUT OF CLOUDS!!!!! The silver lining everyone keeps talking about might be 
another airplane going in the opposite direction. Reliable sources also report that 
mountains have been known to hide out in clouds.



14. Always try to keep the number of landings you make equal to the number of take offs 
you’ve made.

15. There are three simple rules for making a smooth landing. Unfortunately no one knows 
what they are.

16. You start with a bag full of luck and an empty bag of experience. The trick is to fill the 
bag of experience before you empty the bag of luck.

17. Helicopters can’t fly; they’re just so ugly the earth repels them.

18. If all you can see out the window is ground that’s going round and round and all you can 
hear is commotion coming from the passenger compartment, things are not at all as they 
should be.

19. In the ongoing battle between objects made of aluminum going hundreds of miles per 
hour and the ground going zero miles per hour, the ground has yet to lose.

20. Good judgment comes from experience. Unfortunately, the experience usually comes 
from bad judgment.

21. It’s always a good idea to keep the pointy end going forward as much as possible.

22. Keep looking around. There is always something you have missed. Isn’t that why they 
created checklists!

23. Remember, gravity is not just a good idea. It is the law and it is not subject to repeal.

24. The three most useless things to a pilot are the altitude above you, the runway behind 
you and a tenth of a second ago.

25. There are old pilots and there are bold pilots. However, there are no old, bold pilots.

26. When you are lost… Climb, Conserve and Confess. (Actual line from the U.S. Navy SNJ 
training manual.)



A BIT OF HISTORY
The Merced Regional Airport saw an interesting and unexpected  visitor yesterday.
N295RL 1941 CURTISS WRIGHT P-40C "Tomahawk" IIB
Produced     1939–1944
Number built     13,738
Unit cost US$44,892 in 1944
Developed from Curtiss P-36 Hawk
Variants     Curtiss XP-46

Of the 13,738 P-40s built, only 28 remain airworthy, with three of them being converted to 
dual-controls/dual-seat configuration. Approximately 13 aircraft are on static display and 
another 36 airframes are under restoration for either display or flight
N295RL 1941 CURTISS WRIGHT P-40C WARHAWK, LEWIS VINTAGE COLLECTION LLC, SAN 
ANTONIO, TX (ALLISON V-1710-19) In the markings of George Welch who shot down 4 
Japanese planes at Pearl Harbor. (The British Commonwealth and Soviet air forces used the 
name Tomahawk for models equivalent to the P-40B and P-40C, and the name Kittyhawk for 
models equivalent to the P-40D and all later variants.)
The paint scheme of the Lewis Air Legends P-40 commemorates one of the first American 
heroes of WWII, 2nd Lieutenant George Welch, who claimed four kills on Japanese aircraft 
during the attack on Pearl Harbor.
This aircraft served on the Russian Northern Front until it was shot down on February 1, 
1942, making it the first combat loss of its type in the European Theater. The Tomahawk was 
the third most produced American fighter, after the P-51 and the P-47. Today, however, this 
aircraft is one of only two airworthy P-40Cs in existence.
Restoration
This Tomahawk IIB, discovered as a wreck in Northern Russia around 1990, has been 
restored as the 194th P-40C. Warbird experts and rebuild specialists in New Zealand, 
AvSpecs, poured over 25,000 man-hours into the restoration of this priceless aircraft. Using 
the damaged originals as patterns, many parts were produced and restored. Rod Lewis was 
proud to add this remarkable piece of history to the unique Lewis Air Legends collection 
based in San Antonio, Texas. This Tomahawk was awarded Grand Champion Warbird at the 
Classic Fighters Airshow in Omaka, New Zealand and the Henry ‘Hap’ Arnold trophy for best 
Warbird at the National Championship Races in Reno, Nevada.

CHEERS!
Jon Kwiatkowski
Airport Operations
Merced Regional Airport
20 Macready Dr., Merced, CA  95341

I could have been an astronaut, but my parents told me the sky was the limit. 



Just the Facts Roundup Of Aviation News For The Week of July 27, 2020

Cessna 172 Crashes Into Tree, Perfectly.

https://www.planeandpilotmag.com/news/the-latest/2020/07/31/just-the-facts-roundup-of-aviation-news-for-the-week-of-july-27-2020/
https://www.planeandpilotmag.com/news/pilot-talk/2020/07/29/cessna-172-crashes-into-tree-perfectly/


Click blue hyperlinks to see video’s

Swedish pilot does crazy things 
with #Chinook helicopter![1] CREDIT ; RAFAEL M 

Solo and Written Milestone: Hobie Lippold

https://www.facebook.com/watch/?v=1012061925876428
https://www.facebook.com/watch/?v=1012061925876428
http://inspire.eaa.org/2020/06/11/solo-and-written-milestone-hobie-lippold/?mkt_tok=eyJpIjoiWVRJNU9HWmhZak5oWlRGaiIsInQiOiI1Z2FyU0FZZTN0QUxJSFc5MGZucE1XN1wvZ0xcL3ZFaklsTElDdEZnUDByUGo5M25rcEszeEJTQnd2cEZiQm9QZ2ZMZVN5TDV6QnlJb3BiQUxZNXVoN2NReFlBeXZnMHljNGMwSlNhUmdiME0rbWJQOU1lZE1VR0J6Y3hsYmpaTkxTIn0%3D


Audio speakers and a broadband internet connection are required to participate in the webinars. 

EAA Webinars Schedule - Register Now!

http://gatewayaircenter.com/

EAA Events

ADVERTISEMENTS

Your Ad Here

Castle Air Museum

http://www.gatewayaircenter.com/index.htm
https://www.eaa.org/eaa/news-and-publications/eaa-webinars?mkt_tok=eyJpIjoiWkRaa01EUm1PREprWldSaiIsInQiOiJJaWRrQWtwYkIwN0VyVzEwTjF0WUlLbE5PbWU2YzY5NDc1dGVkMHcxN25ZRDBrdzhQQ2JyRUpQOXBFcUdqL045QnRxR3lGL1FPZkRU
http://gatewayaircenter.com/
http://www.eaa.org/en/eaa/events
https://www.castleairmuseum.org/

