
	 Volume 64,  3	 Page 1

	 Volume 64, Issue 3	 We Make Flying Fun!	 September 2017

ATC PRIVATIZATION: I DON’T THINK SO! 
Editorial By Jim O’Brien - Chapter 1 President

 	 If you’ve been reading your Sport Aviation magazine over the past year, you have read about EAA’s Government 
Advocacy Department’s involvement and concerns about HR 2997, Congress’s measure to privatize our air traffic 
control system. As you will read in the letter I received from our Congressman, Mark Takano, he has yet to state his 
position, saying that he is anxious to hear the debate if and when this reaches the floor (see page 22). This does not 
make me happy in the least. We have the most efficient, most effective and the safest air traffic control system in the 
world, bar none. Does the system need an upgrade???… that’s even debatable. BUT… to have congressional approval 
to privatize this would be a similar move to an outcome like the Fannie Mae/Freddie Mac debacle of only a few years 
back. What this is really, to quote Jack Pelton, EAA’s President and CEO, is “a solution searching for a problem.” 
	 Although a lot of past history tells us that less government control is better, it’s definitely NOT the case here…
taking oversight and control of our airspace away from the FAA and into private hands would not be good. Takano 
states that this action would be paid for by the airlines and private aircraft fees! We already pay these fees, (and healthy 
ones to boot!) in the form of taxes included in every gallon of avgas that we buy. To relinquish our free airspace to the 
airlines would be a burden to everyone. For the countries who already have something similar in place, it’s simply not 
working, and at the same time it’s killing general aviation there, including England, France, Switzerland, Germany, 
and even Canada to a large extent. To let someone or some companies (Airlines in particular) control and carry a big 
stick to have priority influence over our free skies would make flying for us all difficult and even more expensive with 
additional taxes in the form of fees. Don’t think that the avgas tax already in place will go away either. 
	 I’m personally encouraging all of you in his district to CALL Mr. Takano and express your opinion and 
insistence that as his constituent, he vote AGAINST HR2997. IF you live outside of the local Chapter 1 area, please 
contact YOUR representative and state your insistence against this measure. It’s VERY IMPORTANT that you take 
2 minutes and make the telephone call, because personal calls have a much higher value than a ‘canned’ email. Your 
vote IS IMPORTANT!!! A personal letter carries the most weight, if you have the time and inclination to do so. 
However, it’s an easy phone call to his or your local representative in their Washington DC offices. If you do nothing 
else this year to better the aviation community, please make that phone call. This is a critical measure, and the future 
of General Aviation is in the wings of serious degradation. Your support is appreciated by all of us. Please don’t count 
on someone else doing what you can do to help. 
	 Check out what EAA itself has to say about HR2997. Go to EAA Government Advocacy tab and search Top 
Issues…. ATC Privatization.  Complete link below.  
https://www.eaa.org/en/eaa/aviation-advocacy-and-safety/aviation_advocacy/top-aviationissues/atc-privatization
	 Clearly, I’m passionate about keeping our skies open and free to us general aviators. To have this freedom 
taken away from us would be a big nail in the coffin this measure brings to us all.
	 Please email me with any questions, comments or criticism at RedWhiteChamp@me.com
Jim OBrien
EAA Lifetime #618682
EAA Chapter 1 President
EAA Chapter Advisory Council Member

Congressman Mark Takano
1507 Longworth House Office Bldg.

Washington, DC 20515
p 202.225.2305
f  202.225.7018
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September
16th	 Pancake Breakfast & Aircraft Display Day
23rd	 EAA Flying Start / Eagles Rally (KRAL)

October
5th	 Chapter Board Meeting
7th	 Aircraft Spruce Customer Appreciation Day
	 (Aircraft Spruce - Corona CA)
14th	 Young Eagles Rally and Chapter Meeting
21st	 Pancake Breakfast & Aircraft Display Day

November
2nd	 Chapter Board Meeting
4th	 Young Eagles Rally and Chapter Meeting* 		
	 (*note date change from usual)
11th	 Flabob Veterans Day Celebration & 
	 Chapter 1 Pancake Breakfast
25th	 Chapter 1 and ABC7 Spark of Love Toy Drive 	
	 Fly-In to “Stuff the DC-3”

December
2nd	 Chapter 1 Christmas Party
	 Hangar 16A,  6:01 pm
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It’s been a great summer for me personally, and many of us at 
Chapter 1 as well! I’ve been writing the articles for this month’s 
WingNut as best I can, as the month of August rolled on. There’s 
a lot of important information this month, so I hope you take the 
time to read and to take the action I’m asking.  	

Airventure was absolutely amazing… as it always is. Every year, 
I wonder how EAA is going to make AirVenture better than last 
year, and somehow, they manage to do just that! With the Apollo 
astronauts, Blue Angels, Doolittle Raid 75th anniversary with 25 
B-25’s, 80th year of the Piper Cub, 2 B-29’s flying formation… it was 
that fantastic and more. 

We honored several Chapter 1 members this year with permanent 
markers: Wes Blasjo, Bud Bell, Andy Anderson, and of course Tom 
Wathen. We had 15 in our camp spot in Camp Scholler. All were 
Chapter 1 members, although not all of us camping were from 

SoCal. Jimmy OBrien, Brian and Susan Duffield, Brandon Knight, Ron Hull and I were Chapter 1 locals. 
My daughter and grandkids were there, along with my friend from Philadelphia, Dave Brown. My nephew 
and his girl and daughter joined us as well as his boss and new airplane owner John O’Keefe. Can’t even tell 
you how much fun it is. You’ll have to join us next year and find out for yourself! 

Earlier this year, EAA submitted a survey to all of the members who provided email addresses. Chapter 
1 had 65 responses…one of the most returns of all the chapters. The board and I reviewed the responses, 
and I’m reporting that although many of the results were positive, there were some negative responses. 
There are some things that you would like us to do, and we’d be happy to do them, but we would need 
more participation from the general membership to do so,- such as build or restore an airplane. One of the 
items most criticized was that the chapter needs more activities. Well, you’ve spoken and we’ve listened. If 
you’ve been paying attention, we have something going on every month starting in July, above and beyond 
our regular Young Eagles rallies. In September, we have Young Eagles, a pancake breakfast and an Eagles 
Event at Riverside Airport on consecutive weekends. October brings Young Eagles and pancakes… but in 
November, we have Young Eagles, a pancake breakfast, and a fly in scheduled for our Spark of Love Toy 
Drive to stuff our DC-3. We had a blast making a pancake breakfast for the DC-3 Fly In in May, and will 
also man the cook tent for pancake breakfast again at the Flabob Veterans’ Day Celebration Nov. 11th. If 
you want to have some fun, come join us and help us prepare and serve. It’s a great way to help the Chapter. 
The Christmas party is scheduled for December 2nd, in the big HANGAR… 16A… at 6:01 PM… standard 
starting time. So, for those of you who wanted more activities, we’ve done our best to accommodate you. 
We just returned last weekend from the 3rd annual Chapter 1 Fly-out, named “Sons of Beaches”, to the 
Oceano Airport, L52. There were 20 of us who made the trip, and it was a tremendous success. The food and 
the fellowship were nothing short of awesome and it was a very welcome change from the 100 degree heat 
of the Inland Empire to spend 3 days 100 yards from the beach, where needed to wear sweatshirts! Upon 
departure… about 5 miles inland, it was like flying from heaven straight into hell… literally! There’s hardly 
anything bad about spending time with old friends, and making new friends, where airplanes and their 
adventures are the subjects around the nighttime campfire! 				  

(Continued on Page 4)

The Prez Sez... 		  By Jim O’Brien - EAA Chapter 1 President
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(Prez Sez... Continued)

Another Chapter 1 event. So… please note that 
your chapter is really shaking things up creating new 
and improved events, but we still need more help to 
make it all more valuable, bigger, and better. Come… 
you’ll see. 

Please read through the reports from our first 2 
EAA Air Academy attendees, as well as hear all about 
the scholarship success for a Light Sport Pilot License 
from Eddie Kolb. We were excited to get these, as 
for the first time in Chapter 1’s history, we’ve done 
something for 3 young people that were life-changing 
events. 

We will be sending out election ballots soon, as 
some of the members of the board are up for re-
election, and to date, everyone still wants to help. 
These fine people are making leadership relatively 
easy for me, and together are making the chapter even 
more viable. We’ve increased membership, and are 
working on affiliations where EAA and Chapter 1 are 
going to get more community publicity. If they don’t 
know, they can’t join us… so we’re excited to have that 
extra exposure. Please join us on October 14th for our 
monthly Chapter meeting… and Young Eagles Rally. 
We always have a blast, and it’s an awesome time to 
come and see for yourself your chapter in action. The 
enthusiasm is contagious, so be prepared!!! 

Update on Clubhouse and 
EAA Chapter 1 Areas at Flabob
by Jim O’Brien - Chapter 1 President

	
As I wrote a few months ago, our trusted EAA 

Chapter 1 Clubhouse has seen better days, to say the 
least. It’s heavily infested with termites, as many of 
the older buildings made with wood at Flabob are. 
So, we have taken this issue seriously, and are making 
alternative plans so the Chapter can continue with 
the activities we do and still have a great place and 
accommodations to have them. 

The clubhouse, at some point in the future, will 
need to be torn down. I know this comes as sad news 
to many of you who put time and plenty of sweat 
equity into making it the great building it was. But, 
again, the termites have won the war. We are going to 
take occupancy of Charlie Weber’s old hangar… the 
one in front of the BIG hangar 16A. 

We will keep the newly assembled Stits Playboy 
that was donated in there, as well as all of our other 
supplies and Chapter 1 belongings. We are not going 
to move out of the chapter’s club house until absolutely 
necessary, but at some point in the future, it’s going to 
have to happen. 

Flabob plans to build a new hangar where the 
clubhouse is, along with the area where the hangars 
were that burned down. The board has discussed 
buying a Tuff-Shed to get us through until the new 
hangar is in place, after which we would be given the 
end section to use. This planned section for Chapter 
1 is slated to be 15’ x 60’, which is plenty of space for 
everything in the clubhouse and more. 

(Continued on Page 5)
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(Clubhouse Update...continued)

We are looking at having a contractor come and 
help us clear the area at Charlie’s old hangar to remove 
the plants around it and to landscape the grass area 
in front. Plans for a concrete slab, trees, and a new 
pavilion are also in discussions,- and please know 
that your board is VERY aware of maintaining good 
stewardship of the Chapter’s assets and money. We 
have a lot of connections, and we’re going to be using 
them to get the best for the least. 

We will advise you… as we want to have a tree 
donation… to make the area that’s blank into a 
similar shaded patio area that we’ve been enjoying. 
But, in the meantime, please feel free to come and 
enjoy the old clubhouse, patio, and trees while 
they remain ours. We’ll keep you all posted on the 
progress, changes and advancements.

 

September 23rd is the date for the 1st Chapter 1 
Eagles Event to be hosted at Riverside Airport. The 
event starts at 8 AM, and we are limiting it to 20 
Eagles. Registration is required, and it’s filling up 
FAST! Please contact me or Roberta Phillips at 951-
847-5600 and 951-847-5474 respectively. 

We elected to have this event at Riverside Airport, 
(RAL) for several reasons. The primary reason is that 
Riverside is very close and many of our Chapter pilots 
hangar there. Also, because of it being in Riverside 
as opposed to Jurupa Valley, we thought we could get 
the attention of the City of Riverside’s social network 
page as well as the attention of the Press Enterprise… 
and as of now, we were right… we have all that and 
more.

The Eagles Event will be in the airport’s terminal, 
in a classroom atmosphere. It’s going to be similar to 
a Young Eagle’s event, but much more involved, where 
we’re going to talk all aspects of the aviation industry, 
as well as discussing flight schools, instructors, and all 
things ‘learning to fly. 

I asked EAA to put our flyer on their monthly 
E-Blast, and it caught the interest of many back in 
OSH. Since then, we have agreed to be the ‘beta’ test 
site for the reinvigoration of their earlier “Flying Start.” 
EAA has this format and information to accompany 
the Eagle’s program, where a formal presentation 
incorporates lots of information for people who 
don’t know anything about ‘how to get started.’ I 
think its going to be a great day for the attendees, the 
volunteers, EAA and Chapter 1 collectively having all 
of these assets and support documentation available. 

(Continued next page)

Chapter 1 Hosts 1st Eagles Event 
by Jim O’Brien - Chapter 1 President
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(Eagles, continued from previous page)

TO ALL THE YOUNG EAGLE AND EAGLE 
PILOTS…… Please stay for the EAA Chapter 1 
meeting after the Young Eagle’s Rally on Sept. 9. At 
this time, I will be going over the Eagles brochure 
and information that each attendee is going to 
receive. There’s a lot of information in it, and I 
highly recommend that you familiarize yourself 
with it before the meeting, as we’re pretty serious 
about getting these folks ‘hooked on aviation’ while 
we have them. We want to go over the key pieces of 
information in it, and to make sure that everyone 
understands their role… both Eagle mentor and 
student. PLEASE STAY. I can’t say it’s mandatory, but 
the board, me and Roberta in particular, are putting 
a lot of hours getting this all set up, and we want you 
to help us to make it as successful as possible. Thank 
you. 

If you know someone who might benefit from 
signing up, have them do so soon, as I said earlier… 
spots are filling up fast. 

Please feel free to copy and print the flyer in the 
newsletter, or email me for a .pdf file. 

Looking forward to having you there!!! 

Jim OBrien 
EAA Lifetime #618682 
EAA Chapter 1 President 

Roberta Phillips 
EAA Lifetime #1130566 
EAA Chapter 1 Young Eagles/Eagles Coordinator  

As your Chapter 1 President, continuously looking 
for ways to bring members back to the chapter, and to 
recruit new EAA and Chapter 1 members at the same 
time, the VMC Club is a great way to achieve both goals. 

The VMC Clubs are a natural follow-up to the 
successful IMC Clubs, recently obtained by EAA. The 
IMC Club’s target members are instrument rated pilots, 
where a monthly gathering of members assembles to 
discuss instrument condition scenarios, in order to 
promote camaraderie, gather with likeminded people, 
and primarily promote SAFE FLIGHT. 

The VMC Club model is identical, but the discussion 
topics are VFR scenarios… including all topics of flight. 
There are hundreds of topics to choose from, and really, 
there is no bad input. This is a safety related group, 
where pilots talk pilot stuff… all in the name of safety. 
For example… do you know how much altitude your 
plane loses in a 270 degree turn back to the runway after  
take-off? 

All the club basically needs is an interested group of 5 
pilots, a moderator who takes a 1-1/2 hr. VMC leadership 
moderator’s course, and ideally, a CFI. 

Below is a copy of the VMC information published 
on the EAA website. I believe this to be a powerful tool 
for EVERY pilot, and not limited to EAA Chapter 1 
members. All are welcome, but we’ll certainly encourage 
you to join EAA and our Chapter if you attend!! 

Please contact me via email with your interest or any 
comment you have, and I will personally see that we get 
off to a good start, and promote this activity. I welcome 
your input overall. We could pick a night to start to get 
established… and go from there. 

It’s pretty much that simple, and simple ideas have the 
most success. Let’s take advantage of this opportunity to 
be better and safer pilots, and grow the Chapter and its 
activities all at the same time! 

Hope to hear from everyone soon! 

Jim OBrien
Chapter 1 President 

BlueYellowChamp@att.net 

Introducing The VMC Club
by Jim O’Brien - Chapter 1 President
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AirVenture Warbird Pictures
by Jim O’Brien - Chapter 1 President

5 years ago, I met Dave Brown. He was camping 
next to us that year, shortly before I was as involved in 
Chapter 1 as I am now. We became fast friends, and 
this is just another example of lifelong friendships 
available to AirVenture attendees. 

Dave is a retired police officer from the eastern side 
of Pennsylvania. However, even though his stories of 
his experiences as a police officer are great, what he 
does even better is take pictures! He’s a professional 
photographer, and clearly, his pictures are very worthy 
of a quality frame in a prominent place in anyone’s 
home or office. 

Dave camped with Chapter 1 again this year, and 
since then, is now a full-fledged member of our 
Chapter! He fits well with our group that attends 
Oshkosh, and the benefits we get from having him 
camp with us are many. The laughs, support, and his 
friendship almost make the trip to Wisconsin just to 
spend time with Dave worthwhile, all by itself. 

The photos attached to this article are 
watermarked, however, these and many more are 
all available for sale by Dave, so copy and paste this 
address into your web browser to see his work… 

h t t p : / / w w w . a i r f i g h t e r s . c o m /
ph oto a lbu ms . php ? a lbu m i d = 1 2 0 5 & s or = 2 1  

Or you can contact him via email at moab149@
gmail.com for personal assistance. He said… “When 
members view this album, they will have to click the 
BACK button on their PCs to return to my album. 
Otherwise they go off into other photographers 
images.” 

We welcome Dave to the Chapter 1 fold, and hope 
to have him with us for a long time to come. 

He’s an awesome guy!
ENJOY HIS PICTURES!!! 

Jim OBrien 
EAA Chapter 1 Airventure Attendee!!!  
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In Oshkosh, at the well photographed Experimental Aircraft Association banner, is the area at Airventure 
where significant EAA members can be recognized. 

This year we at Chapter 1 were proud to have Wes Blasjo there to accept his permanent Brownstone with our 
gratitude. Although there was a timing mixup from Friday to Saturday, there were several of us from Chapter 
1 present, along with a good contingency of Wes’ family, in support of him accepting the permanent marker. 

Wes was the Chapter 1 Young Eagles Coordinator from 1992-2016. He was the driving engine behind our 
Young Eagle’s program - to what has become Chapter 1’s ‘wheelhouse.’ 

Continuing on from the beginning, Wes helped Chapter 1 to 3rd place… with only 2 other chapters flying 
more YE’s than us. The plaque on display at the Young Eagle’s 25 year tribute in the museum, has recorded 
Chapter 1 flying 13,487, but Wes claims that it is “more than that.” Nonetheless, Wes was part and parcel to 
our position, and we are forever grateful for the dedication and effort Wes volunteered since the beginning.

Next trip to OSH… please spend some time there reading the brownstones, as some of them are pretty 
remarkable. 

We’re proud to have Wes among the EAA members who have volunteered and significantly ‘MADE A 
DIFFERENCE’ to many young people’s lives. 

In the picture, you’ll see the bottom half is dedicated to Andy Anderson and Bud Bell. Both of these men have 
‘gone West’… but what they did for Chapter 1 by flying many Young Eagles during their time is noteworthy, 
and we wanted to recognize them, in gratitude, and for a ‘job well done!’ They certainly deserved for everyone 
at EAA to know about these tireless 2 past volunteers. 

Wes Blasjo Receives His Brownstone at OSH
by Jim O’Brien - EAA Chapter 1 President
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My Time at EAA’s Sport Pilot Academy
By Eddie Kolb

My time at EAA’s Sport Pilot Academy was one of the 
greatest experiences of my life.  I arrived at Wittman 
Airport on August 11th which was a day early just in 
case traveling there took longer than expected.  I spent 
the majority of the next day recovering from the flight 
and greeting the other students 
and instructors.  Later that night 
we went to the hangar where we 
would be flying out of to look 
at the airplanes that we would 
be flying and more importantly 
starting the first lesson of ground 
school so we could get straight 
into flying the next morning.  
We jumped straight into flying 
after breakfast and immediately 
started learning what we needed 
for the license.  I flew a total of 
three times that day and learned 
how to do slow flight, power 
on/off stalls, and the basic 
fundamentals of flight.  For these flights we were able 
to use runway 9/27 which was very convenient since 
it was right next to our hangar.  Unfortunately the 
airport was doing construction on one side of that 
runway so after the first day we mainly used 18/36 

which was a little farther away and involved crossing 
three different runways.  This was a little hard at first 
because the radio calls were long but the tower figured 
out that we were students pretty quick and shortened 
them up for us after a while.  After getting to 18/36 

depending on the wind we 
would either take off right there 
on 18 or taxi in a straight line 
for about a mile and a half so we 
could use 36.  Needless to say I 
got pretty good at taxiing very 
fast.  

During the first week we 
would do ground school in 
the morning and fly in the 
afternoon which worked out 
very well because by the end 
of the first week we had done 
more than half of the ground 
school and logged roughly 10 
hours of flight training.  The 

three instructors were great at teaching us so the 
ground school lessons were fun and entertaining and 
the flights were amazing. 

On August 20th I soloed for the first time which 
was an unforgettable experience.  I was very confident 
and excited about it and I believe I did fairly well for 
the most part.  When I took off I departed to the west 
just to fly around and tour the area.  I flew over to Lake 
Poygon and circled my way back to Wittman.  When I 
got there both of the other planes were in the pattern 
and were doing touch and goes so I joined them.  I did 
a total of 9 touch and goes and then we all decided to 
come in.  Up to this point the flight had gone perfectly 
so I was very confident when the control tower gave me 
directions to turn off the runway at 13 (I was landing 
on 5 and 13 intersected it).  I relayed the directions 
back to the controller without even thinking about 
what he said.  

(Continued next page)
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(Academy, continued from page 9)

Now I am sure that I heard him say Alpha somewhere 
in his directions and Alpha taxiway was coming up 
fast so I made the decision to turn off at Alpha.  I was 
immediately informed by the tower that it was in fact 
the wrong decision and now I try to understand my 
directions before I say them back.  I would say that my 
first solo was pretty much successful and educational 
and most of all fun.  

After that we went flying with our instructors a 
bit more and then we did our cross country flight.  
For my cross country I chose to fly from Wittman to 
Sauk Prairie Airport(91c), around Madison’s class C 
airspace to Watertown airport(KRYV) and back to 
Wittman.  

I chose this route because it is long enough to count 
toward the private pilot license and since I wanted to 
practice landing at a small airport.  After I planned 
it I flew the route with one of the instructors and it 
was ok.  I say ok because I had a little trouble with 
landing at Watertown since I waited too long to start 
thinking about which runway to use and where the 
wind was coming from.  After the flight I talked with 
my instructor and worked out exactly how to enter 
the pattern and figure out where to go.  The next day 
I did the solo cross country and it was a lot better.  I 
looked up the weather for Watertown early and payed 
more attention to Madison’s airspace since I got a little 
close to it the first time.  It was by far one of the best 
flights that I have ever been on because everything 
went very well and the long legs of the trip were really 
relaxing.  

During the last week the flying started to die down 
a bit.  I went on a few more flights with my instructors 
to practice maneuvers and went on one more solo 
flight in the rain which was a completely different 
experience.  After that the weather started to degrade 
a bit and we had about three days where we couldn’t 
really do anything so we just hung out in the dorms 
mostly.  I went on one more flight which acted as a 
stage check and then it was time to take my check 
ride.  The check ride did not go as well as I had hoped 
but it was still good enough to pass.  There was a lot 
of wind so the ride was very bumpy and we got blown  

 
 
off course a little bit during the cross country portion.  
I had a few mistakes on the radio and I thought that 
the landings could have been a little better but when 
we got back the DPE congratulated me on getting my 
sport pilots license and gave me a few tips on how to 
improve my flying.  

All in all this trip was amazing and I made 
countless unforgettable memories.  Aside from the 
flight training we got a few added surprises like a ride 
in the EAA’s T-6 Texan and a Travelair.  The food was 
amazing in my opinion and I had a room all to myself 
in the staff lodge.  It was definitely a once in a lifetime 
experience that I enjoyed to the fullest.  I would like 
to thank the EAA, Chapter 1, and everyone else who 
helped me receive this scholarship.    

Bonus Content:
Thank You Letters and a Full Report 

from our Youth Campership Recipients

Dear Readers, 

For your enjoyment, pages 11 through 20 
contain Thank You letters from our 2 Youth 
Campership recipients, Jaylynn Lopez and John 
Greene.  Also included is a fantastic report 
written by Jaylynn about her time spent at 
Oshkosh.  Please enjoy!
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Free Introductory Flight 
Sept. 23,  8 AM 

EAA Chapter 1 Eagles Rally 
Reservations Required, Adults 18+ Only 

Introduction to Flight 
For those adults who have always wanted to fly, 
this is your chance for a FREE introduction to 
flight, flight training, and all you need to know to 
get started.  At 8 AM, basic ground school and 
safety info begins, and all information on how to 
proceed to obtain your pilots license will be 
presented after.  Then we take you on your 
flight! 

The EAA Eagles Program is for adults who are 
serious about flying.  We EAA Chapter 1 pilots 
volunteer as mentors to ‘show you the  best way’  
based on your individual situation.  If you’re 
serious about flying, THIS IS A “FOR SURE” 
event!!! 

‣ Introduction to Flight 
‣ What’s Required to Fly 

When: September, 23, 2017 

Where: Riverside Municipal Airport  
Main Terminal 

Time: 8 AM - 11 AM 

Other: Limited to 20, Reservations Required. 

Ph: 951-847-5600 
This is a FUN and INFORMATIVE day for all.  We 
want you to get everything you need to learn to 
fly, and we are here to help!  We are all 
Volunteers, so we do this for FREE….. and for 
FUN!!!
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September 1, 2017

Dear Mr. OBrien,

I want to thank you for sharing your concerns with me regarding aviation. As your representative, I need to know
what issues affect you in order to serve you best.

 Every day, hardworking federal air-traffic controllers are responsible for guiding almost 90,000 flights across
America’s busy skies. Travelers depend on these controllers to safely and efficiently run our nation’s enormous air
traffic control system. Over 600 million people board a domestic flight in the United States each year, and the Riverside
Municipal Airport and nearby Ontario International Airport handle thousands of flights a year. While our airspace
system is incredibly large and complex, it is historically very safe. Air-traffic controllers play a pivotal role to maintain
safety standards required by the Federal Aviation Administration (FAA).

 The Aviation Innovation, Reform, and Reauthorization Act was recently introduced in the House of Representatives
and would reauthorize the FAA until 2023. Additionally, the bill would move the FAA’s Air Traffic Control (ATC)
division to a new private, nonprofit corporation that is financed by fees from airlines and private aircraft owners. While
I agree the FAA is in critical need of a long-term reauthorization, any plans to privatize our nation’s ATC system must
be properly vetted and debated in Congress, and I look forward to that conversation. Please know that I will continue to
work with my colleagues on practical measures to protect and advocate for American fliers and air-traffic controllers.

 Thank you for passing along your concerns regarding aviation. I will take them into consideration if a relevant bill
comes to a vote. Please email me with further concerns. If you would like to receive periodic updates on issues affecting
the Inland Empire, please follow me on Twitter, “like” my Facebook page, and sign up for my newsletter.

Sincerely,

MARK TAKANO
Member of Congress

Please do not reply to this email. The mailbox is unattended.  
To share your thoughts please visit my webpage. 

Response from Congressman Takano regarding HR 2997
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Join us for our 
Chapter Meetings!

 
Lunch Provided

Come join us for a day of fellowship and fun!

EAA Chapter 1
Flabob Airport (RIR)
PO Box 3667
Riverside, CA  92519

www.eaach1.org

Memorial Brick 
Purchases 
Benefit the 

Building Fund

EAA Chapter 1
Flabob Airport (RIR)
PO Box 3667
4Riverside, CA  92519

www.eaach1.org


