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Ed i to r ia l  N o te s  b y Lar r y  G ord on  
Tougher Flying With Canada 

Wildfires  

The last Tuesday in June, Wild 

Rose hosted the Lakeview 

Branch (W23) of the “WI 

Hamburger Social”. The initial 

weather forecast for the day 

called for warm temps with 

potential precipitation and 

gusting winds around 14 mph. 

As the day progressed, all 

facets of the weather began 

trending towards a beautiful 

night for a hamburger flight. 

Just as the smell of open 

flame grilled burgers perme-

ated the air, the slow progres-

sion of the sun was taking on 

an orangish hue as it began 

its descent towards the hori-

zon. The closer it got to the 

17:00 hrs. serving time, the 

reports from the first arriving 

planes found visibilities less 

than 5 miles in some locales. 

The sounds of arriving air-

planes were beginning to be 

muffled by the increasing 

volume of hangar banter and 

the renewal of old friend-

ships, while visibility and air 

quality diminished. The sum-

mer of the Canada wildfires 

are setting new records for 

number of fires and square 

miles burned. For us as avia-

tors, there is a greater need 

to monitor smoke conditions. 

Increased visual difficulties 

make traffic and navigational 

landmarks harder to see. 

With impaired visibility comes 

a loss of visual and spatial 

acuities, like speed, color, and 

depth perception, and orien-

tation. Nothing like looking 

for approaching aircraft that 

could appear as shades of 

gray, against a bluish gray 

background. More diligence is 

needed in these conditions.  

AirVenture 2023 

 It’s less than three weeks to 

the opening of this year’s 

AirVenture at Wittman Field 

in Oshkosh. I really didn’t 

have any intentions to spend 

a whole lot of time at the big 

show, but after my 1st sit 

down session with the July 

issue of Sport Aviation, I’m a 

possible candidate for spend-

ing the better part of the 

week at the busiest airport in 

the World. The reasons for 

AirVenture to be such a draw-

ing card for aviation enthusi-

asts are as varied as the peo-

ple themselves. I guess I can 

use myself as an example of 

what brings me to “Oshkosh”, 

which is aviation lingo for the 

largest gathering of like 

minded lovers of planes and 

flying - or “wannabe” flyers. It 

is the holy grail of aviation for 

those that don’t live within 

easy driving distance of Witt-

man Field. It’s like telling an 

out of state NFL football en-

thusiast that you live within 

the shadow of Lambeau Field! 

“I’m headed to Oshkosh”. 

Awesome! One of my 1st 

trips to the EAA convention, 

as it was called, was to look 

for an upgrade to my Quicksil-

ver GT500. I flew someone 

else's GT500 into the ul-

tralight runway about that 

time, too. My day would start 

by checking all forums for 

pertinent information on LSA 

airplanes and/or kits. If I had 

open time, I was on the flight-

line checking out planes that 

were of interest, or trying on 

planes for fit, with the realiza-

tion that at 58 years old I 

wouldn’t be able to do the 

limbo to get behind the stick 

for too much longer! I found 

my best fitting plane in the 

LSA marketing area. Now I 

had to sell my partner on the 

idea. I shared my findings 

with Mary, then sat together 

in all planes that fit our crite-

ria. A forum on kit plane 

builds convinced me that I 

wanted to fly more than build 

a plane. Chapter 75 members 

also influenced my final deci-

sion to look for the plane we 

have been flying for the last 

11 years, an 80 hp Rotax pow-

ered Rans S-6-S.  

Honeymoon Not Over  

(Continued on page 3) 

https://www.eaa.org/airventure/eaa-airventure-tickets?utm_source=google_paid&utm_medium=paid_search&utm_campaign=av_tickets_2023&utm_term=av23genadmtickets-localfamilies&utm_content=link&gclid=CjwKCAjwzJmlBhBBEiwAEJyLu6EIdCAZ7D0U-Vcu5lcm1Gu1fReQeVMKJfyZ2vc


Checking  Savings  

Balance Forward $ 1,093.05 Balance Forward $ 10,184.68 

Checking Deposits  6/30/2023 Interest 0.08 

6/3023 150.00   

    

Checking Payments  Savings Balance $ 10,184.76 

6/30/2023 Cash - June & 
July 

200.00   

6/19/23 Dept Financial Inst, 25.00   

Checking Balance $ 1,018.05 Total Cash $ 11,202.81 

President 

Steve Krueger 

 715-536-8828 

Vice President 

Dan Marlenga 

715-573-6220 

Secretary 

Colleen Hansen 

715-496-0140 

Treasurer 

Larry Wenning 

715-536-5326 

Newsletter Editor 

Larry Gordon 

715-513-0911 

Web Editor 

Tom Voss 

715-892-0900 

Board Members 
Paul Buss 

715-253-2490 
Lyle Banser 

715-493-8016 

Joe Mapes 

715-570-2320 

Fly Night Coordinator 
Dick Neitzel 

715-891-7213 

Facebook Moderator 
Tony Borchardt 

715-370-4321 

NCWLF 

N3175 Norwegian Rd 

Merrill, WI  54452 

This newsletter is a monthly publication of the North Central Wisconsin Lite Flyers and is free 

to all club members. Send items you would like included in the newsletter to: 

Thomas L. Voss 

138213 Short Lane  Dr Marathon, WI  54448 
Items received by the 5th are considered for that months’ publication. 

Send comments, questions, suggestions, etc... to tvosswi@gmail.com 

Payment of dues affords me voting privileges, and a subscription to news updates. 

Send dues to: NCWLF N3175 Norwegian Rd Merrill, WI  54452 

Membership Dues Schedule 

• $ 15 May • $ 12 August • $ 9 November • $ 6 February 

• $ 14 June • $ 11 September • $ 8 December • $ 5 March 

• $ 13 July • $ 10 October • $ 7 January • $ 4 April 

EAA ULTRALIGHT CHAPTER 75 

North Central Wisconsin Lite Flyers 
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NCWLF  Treasurer Report June 2023 

Submitted by Larry Wenning 
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Our next meeting will be 

Saturday July 8th at the 

Tomahawk Airport at 10:30 

am. 

Hope to see you there! 

Next NCWLF Meeting 
July 8 

Ju n e  2 0 23  N C WLF M e et i n g  M i nut e s  

Chapter 75 Minutes @ Dan 

and Patty Marlenga's Little 

Chicago (LORD) Saturday, 

June 17, 2023  

People in attendance: 31 

Planes flying in: 10 

Steve Krueger called the 

Meeting to order. Thanks to 

Dan and Patty and Russ for 

hosting. Introductions of at-

tendees. Dan made a correc-

tion to last month's minutes. 

Wausau Air Show admittance 

was $5.00 instead of free. 

Evan Hanson gave the Treas-

urer's Report. Motion to ac-

cept the report by Dan 

Marlenga; second by Paul 

Buss. All ayes. Motion carried.  

Old Business: Dick Neitzel 

gave a Tuesday Night Fly-In 

Report. All Tuesday night 

dates are filled. Antigo is next 

week (June 20). Dick Neitzel 

reported Tuesday evening Fly

-In at Eagle River is July 18. 

Eagle River also has a Father's 

Day breakfast and lunch later.  

Steve reported on Wausau Air 

Show this evening. The fly 

show starts at 5:00 pm and 

features the Aero Shell Flying 

Team from Alabama and sev-

eral others, including Skip 

Stewart, stunt pilot. Music at 

7:00 pm.; and fireworks at 

9:00 pm.  

New Business: Steve re-

ported on the new position of 

Flight Adviser for our Chapter. 

The Flight Adviser function is 

to help pilots gain knowledge 

of different plane models and 

equipment they may be tran-

sitioning to or have just pur-

chased. If the plane is not 

something Steve has experi-

ence with, he will help find 

someone with the experience 

necessary.  

Steve reported on an accident 

in Tomahawk involving Jade 

Lear and her power para-

chute. She was injured quite 

seriously but is recovering. It 

was suggested that we send a 

short video to Jade from the 

group, which we did, wishing 

her to 'get well soon.' Jade's 

address was also provided to 

anyone who would like to 

send her a get well or encour-

agement card. She would love 

phone calls also.  

Jade Lear 333 Pine Ridge Blvd. 

Room 120 - 04 Wausau, WI 

54402 715-574-9813  

Also, a trip was made to Lar-

son Airstrip by Steve and 

Karen Krueger, Paul Buss and 

Lyle and Mary Banser, to 

watch a towable glider dem-

onstration which was de-

signed by Lee Fisher. The 

plane is controlled by the 

towing vehicle. The glider is 

designed to allow new pilots 

or non-pilots (and sometimes 

pigs) the opportunity to ex-

perience flight with very little 

training. After the demonstra-

tion, an unexpected yet deli-

cious breakfast was provided. 

Steve, Karen and Paul went 

on to Manitowoc for a Fly-In, 

then on to Ephraim Airport in 

Door County; and Lyle and 

(Continued on page 4) 

Ed i to r ia l  N o te s  co n t . .  

The honeymoon isn’t over 

yet, but my focus has 

changed. We have the plane 

fit to our aviation style, so my 

AirVenture quests are more 

about places to go, reuniting 

with friends we’ve met while 

flying, purchasing mainte-

nance parts and consum-

ables, movies at the Ford 

Theater, and trying to be an 

aviation ambassador to the 

grandkids. Volunteering has 

become a part of the whole, 

too. When do you know that 

you’re hooked on flying? 

When you glance up into the 

sky looking to find all planes 

you hear passing somewhere 

overhead. When your latest 

Sport Aviation magazine is 

unfit for lining a litter box. 

When your digital elapsed 

time clock display is set for 

the AirVenture opener. See 

you at show center, if my 

head isn’t looking skyward.  

(Continued from page 1) 

It is the greatest show on 

earth! This years dates are 

Monday July 24th thru Sun-

day July 30th. Camping & 

Parking works good at De 

Relleumtdats Campground. 

There is always room for 

parking for a day, and tent 

camping in the Camp-

ground. See map for details 

and additional directions, 

Hope to see you there! 

EAA AirVenture 2023  

July 8 Chapter Meeting 

Tomahawk Airport 10:30 am 

July 18 Tuesday Fly Night 

Eagle River Union Airport 

FBO 

July 24-30 AirVenture Osh-

kosh 

August 1 Tuesday Fly Night 

Sherrico Meadows 

August 13 (The 25th) Boul-

der Jct Musky Day Fly In 

August 15 Tuesday Fly Night 

CWA Mosinee 

August 19 Chapter Meeting 

September 16 Chapter 

Meeting 

2023 Calendar of Events 
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F l y  N i gh ts  2 0 23  

Greetings all. June fly nights 

drew 5 airplanes and several 

drove into Merrill. Antigo 

brought it 7 airplanes and 

some drove in. Good turn out 

at both events thanks to good 

weather.  

Fly Nights run from around 5 

pm - 8 pm. 

Upcoming Events: 

◦ July 18th is hosted by 

Dick Neitzel and Dale 

Bogard at Eagle River 

Union Airport EGV. We 

will set up in the FBO. 

◦ August 1st is hosted by 

Harold Schauer in Edgar 

at Scherrico Meadows. 

(WS16). 

◦ August  15th takes us to 

CWA hosted by Bill 

Maguire. That gives us a 

chance to brush up on 

phraseology for a tower 

controlled field.  

Should there be inclement 

weather to make flight un-

safe, that event will be post-

poned until the following 

Tuesday at the same location. 

Should weather be a factor 

on that Tuesday, the event is 

cancelled.  

If an event is postponed or 

cancelled, three members of 

the fly night team will make 

phone calls to the members 

that actively participate in the 

fly nights. Tom Voss will also 

be alerted and he will mass 

email all members of chapter 

75 with current email ad-

dresses. I'd like to remind 

everyone to please update 

phone and email addresses of 

any changes in your contact 

information. Email these 

changes to Larry Wenning 

theav8rweb@yahoo.com. 

Enjoy flying this summer. 

Hope to see you on fly night.  

Dick Neitzel 

Young people ages 18 and 

under will be admitted free 

to EAA AirVenture Oshkosh 

2023 as a way to introduce 

more youths to the possibili-

ties in the world of flight. 

This effort is designed to 

encourage more aviation-

minded families and their 

children to attend the event 

that brings more than 

10,000 aircraft from around 

the world to Oshkosh each 

year. Learn More About Free 

Youth Admission > 

EAA AirVenture Free 
Youth Admission Sup-
ported in Part by The 

Boeing Company 

Ju n e  2 0 23  N C WLF M e et i n g  M i nut e s  c o nt . . .  

Mary continued on to a family 

reunion in Iowa via Three 

Castles (which is for sale) and 

Viroqua to acquire Fly Wis-

consin stamps.  

Steve provided a Safety Tip 

for the Month: Don't rely to-

tally on your plane's technol-

ogy. Use your eyes also. If you 

have a GPS, what would you 

do if it overheated and shut 

down?  

Chuck Ercegovac reported on 

a trip to Ohio with Rich 

McCullough. When they 

reached Stevens Point, the 

weather started turning bad. 

They waited there a little 

while and then went as far as 

Portage, where the weather 

got worse, so they stayed the 

night and came back home 

the next day. Maybe next 

year!  

Paul Buss talked about a pos-

sible trip to Mackinaw Island 

and beyond.  

$100 Drawing: Sue Buss gra-

ciously agreed to draw the 

numbers. Lorene Thurier was 

the first number drawn, but 

she was not present. Lyle 

Banser was the 2nd number 

drawn. (Thanks Sue and Bob)  

The Chapter meeting was 

adjourned.  

(Continued from page 3) 

October 21 Chapter Meeting 

November 11 Chapter Meet-

ing 

December 9  Chapter Meet-

ing  

2023 Calendar of Events 
cont... 

https://www.eaa.org/airventure/eaa-airventure-tickets?utm_source=eaa-homepage&amp;utm_medium=referral&amp;utm_campaign=slider&amp;utm_content=youth-admission
https://www.eaa.org/airventure/eaa-airventure-tickets?utm_source=eaa-homepage&amp;utm_medium=referral&amp;utm_campaign=slider&amp;utm_content=youth-admission
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MUSKY DAY  

Land & Sea Fly-In 

Boulder Junction, WI 

Sunday Aug 13, 2023 

25
th

Anniversary Fly In 
A Tribute to Bob Payzer 

*Chicken Dinner Pilots & Crew 12 Noon 

*One of a kind Complementary Authentic Cap to PIC 

*Sea Plane Dock / Beaching 

*Free Transportation to Downtown Activities 9-3 

*Antique Car Show 

*Crafts of all Types 

*Fly-In Starts at 9:00am 

*Boulder Junction Airport KBDJ 

*Camp under your Wing Saturday Night 

*CTAF 122.9 No Facilities / Fuel on Request 

Contact Info: Steve Krueger 715-204-2928 

kruegerfly@aol.com 



EAA UL Chapter 75 

N3175 Norwegian Rd ▪ 

Merrill, WI ▪ 54452 

https://chapters.eaa.org/ul75  

Other Area EAA Chapters 

EAA UL 1 Milwaukee  

Steve Magdic  

262-820-9938  

steve.magdic@1psg.com 

EAA 41 Oshkosh 

Greg Burneske 

greg.burneske@gmail.com 

(920) 415-1584  

EAA 640 Wausau 

Scott Feldbruegge 

feldbruegge@charter.net   

715-573-5199 

EAA 992 Marsh-

field 

Chris Owens  

EAA 1577  Three 

Lakes 

Elliot Halyburton  

815-474-2774  

eaa1577@gmail.com    

https://chapters.eaa.org/ul75

