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From a few years ago at Sentimental Journey 
Reminisce!
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Presidents Message 
 EAA 857 Members, 

 The Covid-19 virus situation continues to alter our chapter meeting plans. 
When I asked for member preferences regarding how to conduct this months meeting  
we received a response from about 1/3 of our members; there was little appetite for 
meeting in the Airport Board Room. The alternatives were to meet somewhere 
outdoors or conduct an online meeting or outright cancel the meeting. These were all 
equal in opinions offered from respondents. Therefore I plan to try an online ZOOM 
meeting for the June 16 chapter meeting. We are now in the Pennsylvania Green Phase of 
response to the virus pandemic; please continue to follow the recommended CDC guidelines for remaining safe and 
healthy at this time. 

 In addition to modifying our June meeting to be presented as a trial online ZOOM offering, we had previously 
cancelled the June 13th, International Young Eagles Day at KBTP. This was due to the limitations while we were in the 
yellow phase on large group gatherings in excess of 25 people as well as uncertainty as to availability of our volunteer 
pilots and ground personnel. Now that we are in green phase in Pennsylvania, we will evaluate at the Board of 
Directors level regarding our scheduled August and September events. 

 Please everyone take care of yourselves and your families! 

 Ted Merklin,   
 President, EAA Chapter 857 

Minutes of May 19, 2020 Meeting 

 The scheduled monthly meeting for May 2020 was cancelled due to the Covid-19 
Pandemic situation in Pennsylvania. There was no group activity constituting a quorum of 
members for which meeting minutes were taken. 
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Exhausts from the June 2004 Zelie Zephyr Newsletter 
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Amusing Tools from the February 2006 Zelie Zephyr 
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Chris Farrar’s Vans RV-10 Project 

One of our newer members, a colleague of Frank Szczerba is Chris Farrar.  Chris has been working on a Vans 
RV-10 for some time now.  He describes his project status below: 

 “I am working on an RV-10 Quick Build.  The side 
view is of the two quick build wings right after they arrived.    
They are almost finished now.” 

 “Pictured at left are the completed empennage and tail cone 
for the project.”  

 “This is the stall warning switch assembly right 
before I installed it.” 
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 “These are parts of the Pitot mount assembly right after I 
primed them.  This is a Gretz Pitot mount for a Garmin 
Pitot.” 

 “This is a picture of the end of a fairing on the trailing edge 
of the wings.  It shows Cherrymax rivets at the bottom and 
Flush rivets at the top and side.” 

 “This is a setup that I used to remove the torque rod end cap.  This 
was just before I primed all the parts prior to doing the final assembly 
and riveting.” 
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 “This is a picture while I was lacing the wiring harness for 
one of the wings.” 

 “This is a close up of my wire lacing.  It shows the AoA 
tube and wingtip lighting wiring 

” 

The project is looking great, Chris!  Perhaps yours is a candidate for the EAA Builders Log documentation site that I 
presented in last months newsletter. Yours would be the first for EAA 857! 

Chris also asks of our members:   

“Can anyone in our EAA chapter recommend a local facility where I can paint the parts of my airplane as I finish 
them?  I could set something up in my garage but I don't have the room.  I don't think I can paint in a hanger because 
most airports don't allow that.”  

So, if anyone has advice to offer to Chris regarding paint facilities, please let us know! 
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EAA 857 Chapter Officers for 2020
Use contact@eaa857.org to email the Chapter President.   

Your request will be forwarded to the appropriate individual.

President Ted Merklin

Vice President Phil Kriley

Treasurer Frank Szczerba

Secretary Rick Schubert

Newsletter / Web Page Ted Merklin, Ed.

Young Eagles Phil Kriley

Technical Advisors Chuck Potts Bob Santolla

Board Members Dan Hood 2020-2022 
Bob Santolla 2020-2021 

Gary Marsico 2020
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EAA 857 - Chapter Meetings and Events for 2020 
Meetings are held on the third Tuesday of the month at 7:00 PM  

in the Conference Room at the Pittsburgh-Butler Regional Airport. 

Chapter Meetings    Tuesdays January 21 
        February 18 
        March 17      [CANCELLED] 
        April 21        [CANCELLED] 
        May 19        [CANCELLED] 
        June 16        ZOOM Meeting 
        July 21 
        August 18 
        September 15 
        October 20 
        November 17 

EAA 857 Chili Cook Off -   Sunday,  February 9 
International Young Eagles Day -  Saturday,  June 13        [CANCELLED] 
EAA 857 Fly-In and YE -   Sunday,  August 9 
EAA 857 Fly-In and YE -   Saturday,  September 13 

2020 National Events 

Sun ’n Fun -       May 5 - 10           [CANCELLED] 
Sentimental Journey -     June 16 - 20        [CANCELLED] 
AirVenture Oshkosh 2020 -    July 20 - 26        [CANCELLED] 

mailto:contact@eaa857.org

