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WHERE TO LAND IN AN EMERGENCY

Coming Up ... by Scott "Sky" Smith

Recently there was a news sto-
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Martin Field. How true that is. If your ego alone makes decisions, it can result in a disastrous situation, often
deadly.
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Talking about ego, pilots tend to be sort of ego-oriented people (not that there is anything
wrong with that.) We partake in an industry that has very few participants and the activity has a
potential for high risk. I know many pilots who do not think they have any ego. But think of
the industry; what do we have, about half a million registered pilots? The last boating article I
worked on indicated there were over 17 million people participating in recreational boating

P.res1dent activities, and the recreational boating businesses think they have a small market. Aviation is
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WHERE TO LAND continued

more than a couple of times.

MARGINS FOR ERROR

Aviation is one of those activities with little room or margin for error. Sure, you can make minor mistakes and still be safe. You can
overshoot a turn from base to final and still make the runway. You can also deviate from your altitude by 25 feet and usually not
run into any major problems. Don’t misunderstand, I am not condoning flying in a careless manner. [ am just trying to state that we
do not have to be as precise as many non-pilots believe we are, although we don’t want them to know that.

All this precision and ego talk came up when I was asked to do a presentation for a group out West. This aviation community had
recently suffered the loss of an aircraft and pilot that was on its way to the airport. The “community” hangar talk questioned why
the pilot made the decisions he did. The pilot tried to return to the airport, when there didn’t appear to be any chance of that hap-

pening. This issue brought up a conversation as to what we pilots think we can do and what should have priority in an emergency
situation.

From an insurance standpoint, I always tell people that aircraft (or when my wife is upset with me, her version is “men”), are like
buses: There is always an-other one coming down the street. That doesn’t mean we care less about our planes, but it just means we
believe we can always get another one.

IT’S JUST METAL

This is a difficult concept for many pilots to handle. If the pi-lot has spent years locked in a shop, building the plane of their
dreams, then it feels like it is more than just any airplane. Many owners have invested a lot of sweat equity to build or maintain
their aircraft. It can take years of toiling (and money) to get the aircraft to a condition the owner desires and equipped the way they
want it. All those evenings of polishing, replacing screws, draining oil ... it becomes like training a favorite dog. We hate to think
we are going to lose that time, or the results of our labor.

Well, you know what, sometimes you may have to get over it! The time doesn’t come back. If what you were after was the experi-
ence of building the airframe or the chance to fly that plane, you got that.

Not to sound harsh and uncaring. I’m basically the same way. I hoard things from years ago because I just might need them some-
day, and the day I let it go at a garage sale is the day I’ll be looking for it. I shop for houses with garage and shop space in mind. |
hate letting my Jeep sit out overnight. I hate to get rid of anything I have had for even for a couple of days, let alone years. We all
have our little idiosyncrasies.

But one area we should be serious about is safety, and you might have to make a safety-related decision when you are flying.

PLANE OR OCCUPANTS?

So, the question is, what do we save — the plane or the occupants? Obviously, you will save the occupants first. And in reality, it is
a very fine line between saving occupants and minimizing damage to the plane. If you seriously damage the plane, your occupants
are in trouble. So, at first glance, we say “occupants,” until we are given an example.

A good example of this would be my Smith Miniplane. This is a small, single seat, open cockpit biplane. I was having trouble de-
ciding on a parachute that would fit in the plane and I was asked the question of when I would use the parachute. My first response
was when the plane broke. But there was no recorded history of this type of plane breaking up in flight.

Then it was the question of control problems. Would I continue to fight the control problem, trying to fly the plane? Throughout
our private pilot lessons, we are reminded to fly the plane first.

Then there were the other things that I had to consider. How would I get out of the plane with a parachute? Could an overweight,
oversized (for this cockpit) pilot, without a parachute, manage to climb out of this extra-small cockpit while the plane was in an out
-of-control condition? And I would probably be on the verge of panic. So, probably not.

Maybe that’s not a great example. I was by myself. Maybe we think differently when we are the sole occupant of the plane. Years
ago, I lost my brother-in-law in a plane crash. He departed in a Navajo and the cowling on one engine came loose at the front and
“clam shelled” open. In my multi-engine training, I was never offered that condition as an emergency maneuver. [ doubt very
many, if any, people have.

As the pilot he had to make a split-second decision: Save the plane or himself. Since he was alone, he opted to return to the airport.
One fact that might have influenced his decision was the aircraft was not his; it was a customer’s. He apparently decided to save
the aircraft, thinking that he was saving himself at the same time.

(Continued on page 4)
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BRINGING BEAUTY BACK

Jill W. Tallman

Very few things excite an airplane owner more than a
new paint scheme. It's almost like getting an entirely new
aircraft.

Photography by Mike Fizer, sidebar Megan Florian

With an aging general aviation fleet whose owners are
determined to keep flying, paint shops are kept busy year
-round, and paint technicians are always in demand.

Megan Florian beautifies airplanes at Hayes Aviation at
Colorado Plains Regional Airport in Akron, Colorado
(AKO). She joined the fixed-base operator in 2014, and
her first task was to learn how to strip old layers of paint
off aircraft. From there, she became adept at all aspects
of the very detailed process: priming; sanding; fixing hail
damage; “shooting” (applying) the base coat; applying
the stripes used in the final design; and then the detail
work, which includes sealing windows and changing out
threaded fasteners.

Six to eight weeks is standard turnaround for a paint job.
“We're a small shop and have limited manpower,” Florian
said. “We push them through as fast as we can.” At the
same time, her team needs to be thorough and precise.
“A lot of people don't understand how much goes into it,
Florian said.

n

While flying experience is not necessary to work in a
paint shop, Florian said she likes to see candidates take
ownership in their projects and bring a passion to the
finished product.

“Everything is built on top of how well [the airplane] is
stripped and primed,” she said. “It takes an army.”
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UPDATED ADVISORY CIRCULAR FOR
NON-TOWERED AIRPORT FLIGHT OP-
ERATIONS

Posted by Cessna Owner Organization | Jul 5, 2023 |
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The FAA recently released advisory circular
90-66C, which governs non-towered airport
flight operations. It supersedes AC 90-66B,
which had been in effect since Feb. 25,
2019. The AC reflects current procedures
and best practices at airports without an op-
erating control tower or an airport with a
control tower that operates only part time.

Click here to download advisory circular 90-
66C PDF
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W h e re tO La n d Continued

Looking back, the area where he had the cowling problem was quite open. There was lots of open space to make an off-
airport emergency landing. All he had to do was fly the plane to the ground. But that’s not what happened. He didn’t want to
risk major damage to the airplane and felt that he would just return to the airport. That decision was a fatal one.

WHAT DECISION WILL YOU MAKE?

While I wasn’t in the plane (and, of course, hindsight is 20/20), we must look at the options that were available. Using my
train-ing, and knowing myself, I probably would have done the same thing. I would have made the decision based on my
skill as a pilot and knowing the aircraft I was flying, that I bet I would have opted to try to fly the plane back to the airport.
In my brother-in-law’s case, there is a high probability that he might have been able to put the plane on the ground in a field
and possibly lived to fly another day, if he had just made the decision to save himself with more of a disregard for the safety
of the aircratft.

This attitude can be detrimental if taken to an extreme. I think we see a version of this “save the pilot, lose the plane” in the
case of ballistic parachute equipped planes. That attitude is a concern for aviation insurance underwriters. It has become very
easy to sacrifice the plane and pull the parachute even if the flying option is still viable. If the plane is uncontrollable, pull
the chute. But if the plane is controllable and there are options to land in open areas, why pull the chute?

EMERGENCY LANDINGS

Which brings me back to the question, “Where should you make an emergency landing?” In my seminars about buying a
plane, I have told people (somewhat tongue in cheek) that if you fly over water, you should buy a low-wing aircraft. My rea-
soning is if you do a great ditching, you will have more time to get out of the cockpit and on the wing to be rescued. I have
also said to buy a high-wing aircraft if you fly over trees; the reasoning is that when you crash through the trees, the wings
(and the fuel tanks) will be torn from the fuselage and left behind you. Plus, the wings won’t be crushed against the doors,
preventing you from opening them.

Being in the aviation insurance industry has changed the way I look at aircraft when they crash. Flip-up canopies can trap oc
-cupants in the plane when it’s upside down. Having only one door is a higher risk for escape. Bean fields grab the gear and
flip a plane over more than corn fields. A corn field may beat the aircraft to submission with the corn stalks, but the plane
usually stays upright.

And water doesn’t mean it’s an unsafe place to land, depending on what you are flying and what your abilities are. [ have
also been in the boating world all my life, yet I’'m a lousy swimmer. One year I flew with a friend in his pressurized Cessna
Skymaster from Fort Lauderdale to the Bahamas, a short flight in the grand scheme of things. We had life preservers and just
happened to be delivering another friend’s life raft.

But halfway there, I realized there was no way we were both going to get out and free the life raft in the way the aircraft was
designed. It had one door (on my side, the passenger’s side). I figured I might make it out in the event of a water landing, but
it was a good chance my friend would not. In that situation, if there was a beach or situation closer to shore, we would have
opted for that. And we basically flew within gliding distance of the shore most of the way. Also remember I grew up and live
in Iowa, so the ocean is a pretty big and scary place to me.

Beach landings might be better than water, but not always. There was an aircraft that was emergency landing on what they
thought was clear beach but ended up hitting a jogger who the pilot couldn’t see. You just never know.

I have had a few customers land their aircraft on city streets, luckily without any injuries to them or bystanders. In these cas-

es, there was no other option than the street. One landed and rolled to the stoplight without aircraft damage. The other landed
in the street and jumped a curb to miss a minivan. Street signs took off the wings, but still no injuries. Great piloting by both

pilots, and they say the loss of the aircraft was not on their mind, but survival was.

CONCLUSION

Making the decision to land on the water, on a road, or in a field is something that each pilot will decide when the situation is
at hand. We can “armchair” fly other pilots’ decisions and tell them what they did wrong and why they should have tried a
different approach, but really, each is a once-in-a-lifetime decision.

And from the insurance side, if you buy insurance and there is an emergency, take comfort that there is another airplane
“coming down the street.” Why risk life and limb just to protect a 3D sculpture of parts and pieces?



