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Growing up in the center of Iowa’s boating world meant when we went flying, we flew 
over a lot of water. There was Little Wall Lake, Big Creek, and Saylorville Lake. It’s not 
the same as flying over the ocean or the Great Lakes, but we did have water to fly over. 
One year, a Cessna 152 rented from my in-law’s FBO crashed into the middle of the Des 
Moines River. The river was higher than normal, and the plane was flying lower than nor-
mal to see the flooding. The renter pilot made the mistake of flying too close to the ground 
and hitting a power line across the river. The phone calls came, and we jumped in a car 
and headed out to see if we could salvage the plane. 
 
All we could see was the top 
foot or so of the Cessna 152’s 
rudder and vertical fin. Two 
rural power trucks parked 
along the riverbank were con-
templating their next move in 
repairing the downed cable. 
There were a few boats cruis-
ing the river gawking at what 
was visible of this unusual 
landing (crash). The pilot and 
passenger made it to a rock, got 
a ride to shore, and were off to 
the hospital for treatment of 
their minor injuries. Luckily, 
there were no serious injuries 
due to the pilot’s miscalculations. However, the Cessna suffered a worse fate. 
 
My father-in-law commandeered a nearby boat and we all motored out to survey the situa-

(Continued on page 2) 
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Jim Edwards 

     skypilot150@gmail.com  
       

• Vice President               

Torch Davis  

sourcer@charter.net                            

• Young Eagle Coordinator  
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• Treasurer                                           

Tim Anderson 

fuzzet@hotmail.com  

• Secretary/Newsletter         

Don Gibbard 
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509-525-9497 

Meeting :  

Monday , October 10, 7:00 
p.m. General Meeting at 
Martin Field 
 
Program:    TBD 
 
Board of Directors  

Oct 8, 7:00 pm 

Next Meeting: 

November 14, 2022, 7:00 

p.m. at Martin Field. 

Chapter Website: 

chapters.eaa.org/eaa604 

2022  Officers 

Coming  Up  . . . 

Calendar Items to share 
   Fridays 10:00 a.m. Coffee Club, Martin Field Pilot’s Lounge, 

 

Oct 7  

Flights Over Water 

Photo by  Jack Fleetwood 

https://chapters.eaa.org/eaa604
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tion; he thought we might be able to save the airplane. The 
Cessna landed with its nose pointed upriver and the nose 
about 2 feet below the surface of the water. We were able 
to reach over the edge of the boat and tie a rope around the 
base of the propeller. We even tied an empty milk container 
to the rope so we could find it when we came back. Com-
ing back probably was not the smartest plan, but it sounded 
good at the time. 
 
Looking at the shore, we saw the power company trucks 
with their four-wheel drive and big winches on the front for 
dragging cables and power lines around. The two of them 
were just waiting for something to do. We had already 
commandeered a boat; all we needed was to commandeer 
the trucks. The idea was that we could hook the cable from 
the winch to the rope on the Cessna’s propeller and the 
power truck could pull the plane across the river to the 
safety of the shore. All we needed to do was take the end of 
the winch cable in the boat and stretch it across the fast-
flowing, flooded Des Moines River. 
 
In theory this was a great idea; however, trying to hold on 
to a huge cable and stretching it across what felt like hun-
dreds or even thousands of feet of a rushing river is not an 
easy chore. It took three of us to hold the cable and stay in 
the boat as we got further from the truck. The drag on the 
cable was tremendous and I still do not know how we man-
aged to do it. 
 
Now that I look back, we should have commandeered a 
bigger boat. The one we were using was really having trou-
ble getting the cable to the aircraft. The owner of the boat 
was having second thoughts about the situation. He had to 
use full throttle to keep the boat moving and under control. 
This would have been a great “extreme” video in the mak-
ing with a disclaimer: “Don’t try this at home!” 
 
It took us several tries to get the cable to the plane and a 
few more tries to actually connect the cable to the rope. 
Nevertheless, we did the job. 
 
We connected the cable and the power company truck start-
ed to pull the plane in on its winch. All we could see was 
the top of the rudder and vertical fin moving across the wa-
ter. The sight was unbelievable and we were ready to cele-
brate. 
 
As the tail moved through the water, looking like a fin in a 
shark movie, we ran into a small problem. Apparently, 
there was something in the Cessna’s way. All of a sudden, 
the tail shot up in the air and the plane went over on its 
back, completely disappearing below the surface. The rope 

Water continued 

that we had used to attach the cable to the plane snapped 
and the cables zinged across the water. The milk jug was 
gone, the plane was gone, and the cable was back on 
shore. At least the plane was closer to the shore, which 
was a good thing when the insurance company finally 
went to retrieve the salvage after the floodwater receded. 
We had actually managed to tow the plane to where the 
riverbank was when the river wasn’t at flood stage. 
There was not much left of that Cessna 152 that wasn’t 
damaged. The insurance company still paid for the loss 
(which they would have done anyway, even if we hadn’t 
spent all that time trying to retrieve the sunken ship). 
 
Overwater requirements 
With that cautionary tale in mind, what if you take off 
on a flight and head out over a big body of water (like 
the ocean)? Is there anything special you should worry 
about (besides power lines)? As a pilot, you need to have 
the right equipment, the right charts, and the ability to 
fly the route. If you have a private certificate and the 
correct equipment (based on how far from shore you 
fly), you have met the official FAA requirement for the 
flight. 
 
But the insurance policy might not cover your destina-
tion. Check your insurance policy before you take off. 
Many insurance underwriters have territory restrictions. 
These restrictions would be about the only factor con-
trolling your flight over the ocean. 
 
Insurance beyond the borders 
One underwriter does not cover any territory but the 48 
contiguous states. Therefore, you could fly along the 
coast, but if you were taking a flight from Tampa to the 
Bahamas, you would not have any coverage while in the 
Bahamas. 
 
In general, most aviation insurance policies will cover 
the United States, Canada, and sometimes Mexico. 
There might also be language that says something like, 
“and en route to those places.” 
 
A few companies include territories like the islands of 
the Bahamas, or the Caribbean, or maybe the islands of 
the West Indies. Most companies exclude Cuba and a 
few other South American countries, depending on the 
political climate. 
 
Still others put latitude and longitude limits into the lan-
guage. Whatever the case, you need to make sure that 
your policy covers your aircraft at the destination and on 

(Continued on page 4) 
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General Meeting September 12, 2022 

Bill Herrington called the meeting to order at 7:03 in the absence 

of our President Jim Edwards who was out of town.  We had one 

guest, Jason Downing, from Gorge Aviation.  

 

The Treasurers Report was given at the Board Meeting on Sep-

tember 10.  All bills are paid and we still have money. 

 

Business:  Susan talked to new owners of a Fly Baby which came 

with two engines. He is planning on keeping both engines so we 

are back to advertising the Fly Baby for sale. 

 

Meredith  s working on the knowledge test material.  She had 

some issues with rudder control in the trainer due to  her height 

and the set adjustments in the 172.  Travis suggested a back sup-

port to mover her closer to the peddles.  She experienced heavy 

braking on a recent landing.  

 

Bill H gave a report on the AOPA Fly-in held at Felts Field in Spo-

kane Valley. There were approximately  130 aircraft that flew in 

for the weekend.  Smoke hindered flying which may have account-

ed for the low attendance.  There were only 8 venders and only a 

few activates scheduled.  He reported that the local museum was 

very good.  Mark Baker spoke at the event and he gave an update 

on unleaded fuel and light sport updates.  

 

It was reported that Chinook Approach will became part of Spo-

kane Approach and Departure starting October 15th.   

 

Blaise passed his Check ride!!!! 

 

Blaise presented an excellent program on the Drone project he 

has been working on as part of a research and development pro-

ject for Amazon.  His group has been testing home delivery drones 

for certain retail markets.   

 

There was no other business so the meeting adjourned for re-

freshments and visitation. 

 

Don Gibbard, 

Secretary 

Volunteer Opportunities  

2022 REFRESHMENTS  

JANUARY    Bill Herrington 

FEBRUARY    The Chlarsons 

MARCH    Board 

APRIL     Don Bais 

MAY     Charlie Miller 

JUNE     Matt Harris 

JULY     Don Gibbard 

AUGUST    Jim Edwards 

SEPTEMBER    Chlarsons 

OCTOBER    Blaise  

NOVEMBER    ? 

DECEMBER        CHRISTMAS PARTY  

I want to draw your attention to the Refreshment list to 
the right of this column. After September, we do not have 
anyone signed up to bring refreshments. We need 2 more 
volunteers to complete the year.  If you have not provided 
refreshments and would like to help, please email me at 
gibbdo@pocketinet.com or let me know at the August 
meeting. 

Jim Edward’s project is taking shape. 
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the flight there. 
 
Basically, if the policy doesn’t include your destination, 
you need to contact your agent and ask for a territory ex-
tension. But remember that not all companies will extend 
the territory! There are a number of factors the underwriter 
will take into account before making a decision to add cov-
erage. They will consider the aircraft, your ratings, your 
experience, and whether you have ever been on a flight 
like this before. 
 
One year we had a customer sending his Columbia 350 to 
Australia. He wasn’t qualified to fly it there and had to hire 
a company that did the extended tanking systems and pro-
vided an experienced pilot for the trip. The underwriters 
agreed to a premium increase for the trip and even offered 
a discount on the successful landing at the destination. 
Kind of hedging their bets, I guess. Slightly different trip 
than the average owner will take but was still doable. 
 
First flights aren’t exclusionary 
Just because this is your first fight across water doesn’t 
mean the insurance company will not cover it; they just 
want more details. My first trip was with a friend in a pres-
surized Skymaster. We flew from Fort Lauderdale, Florida, 
to Treasure Cay in the Bahamas. The policy included the 
Bahamas and “en route” so we didn’t need to do anything 
but meet the FAA and customs requirements. It was a short 
and uneventful trip. We could see land the whole time we 
were in the air. 
 
But if you are uncomfortable, oftentimes a trip with a 
group is the best way to make your first overwater flight. 
The premise is that you will have other aircraft with you if 
something happens. More than likely there will be some-
one in the group with overwater experience and maybe 
they will help you plan the trip. 
 
What’s covered over water? 
Depending on the type of coverage you have purchased, 
when you end up ditching the aircraft, those coverages will 
go into effect. There is the potential that the insurance 
company will not try to salvage the aircraft. The claims 
department will look at the cost and benefit. If the plane 
sinks, more than likely it will not be worth the time and 
money to retrieve the salvage. It’s just a numbers game. 
 
What about the extras — life rafts, Mustang suit, personal 
flotation devices, etc. — you might be carrying on the 
plane? The policy language often does not specifically 
mention these items as being covered or as being excluded. 
Since most of the items are not attached to the plane they 

Water continued 

FAA Special Airworthiness Information Bulletin 

On Sept. 26, the FAA issued Special Airworthi-
ness Information Bulletin (SAIB) NE-06-31R6, 
which alerts owners of aircraft with certain Ly-
coming engines about changes related to lubricat-
ing oils. The first concerns the name change of an 
approved additized lubricating oil. ConocoPhillips 
changed the name of Phillips 66 Type 100 AW to 
Phillips 66 Victory Aviation Oil 100 AW. The sec-
ond change concerns the addition of Phillips 66 
Victory Aviation Oil AW 20W-50AW to the list of 
approved oils. 

Engines Involved: O-320-H, O-360-E, LO-360-E, 
TO-360-E, LTO-360-E series engines 

Click here to read or download the Service Bul-
letin. 

would not be covered as part of the plane so they 
would have to fall under the personal effects or safety 
equipment section. 
 
Most polices also have a limit to safety equipment or 
personal effects. The limit for safety equipment could 
possibly be used for the raft, PFDs, etc. That limit is 
usually only about $500 (sometimes $1,000) of value. 
Personal effects are usually defined in a policy and in-
clude items like suitcases, briefcase, etc. But that defi-
nition typically doesn’t cover electronics or safety 
equipment. 
 
Each policy is different. Check the definitions pages 
and the policy exclusions and if in doubt, call your bro-
ker and ask them for the details. 
So, flying over rivers, lakes, and ponds is not a prob-
lem. Flying over the ocean is not usually a problem. 
Just make sure that before you leave, you meet the 
FAA and customs requirements and you have read the 
territory covered in your policy. 

 

 
by Scott "Sky" Smith, Aviation Insurance & Financing  

https://cessnaowner.org/wp-content/uploads/2022/10/NE-06-31R6.pdf
https://cessnaowner.org/wp-content/uploads/2022/10/NE-06-31R6.pdf
https://cessnaowner.org/author/30000059864/
https://cessnaowner.org/aviation-insurance/

