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Editor’s Corner

Thefly-in season is upon us,
and Chapter 43 member Cliff
Goldstein and I were fortunate
enough to   attend a Thorp gather-
ing at The Valley, a private flying
community near Mountain Home, Arkansas,
the weekend of last month’s meeting. Just a
hint… the “Mystery Airplane”  photo below was
taken at that fly-in.

“Oshkosh”  time will be here soon. This year
marks the 50th anniversary of the Thorp T-18,
and the 60th of the Wittman Tailwind. I’ll be
there and I hope you will be too. It’ll be the
16th time I’ve taken my T-18 to the “Big
Show”.

Our thanks to Glen Hetchler for presenting last
month’s program!

Saturday, July 13, 2013

7 P.M. @the Mt. Evans Room in
the  Terminal Bldg. @ Metro

Airport. The program will be a
“show n’ tell” presented by Pat

Claar, who  is completing
construction of his RV-12 .

Weather permitting, the aircraft
will be displayed in front of the

terminal building.

Next Meeting
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John

The submission of articles, comments, or
inquiries for possible publication in the
newsletter is encouraged.
Send to the Editor at:newsletter@eaa43.org

This month’s “Mystery Airplane”- Answer
on page 5.
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My Kitfox Build– by Gary Gregory

I spent 30 years designing spacecraft as well as some work on F-16, F-35 and related spin-off projects, so
naturally I would be more attuned to building an all metal aircraft, right? So what am I doing building a
tube and fabric plane anyway?

Considerations were:

 Light Sport legal (Don’t want to deal with the FAA medical every year).

 Two place, side-by-side seating (a “sharing” preference for both my wife and I).

 As close to the 120 knot LSA max cruise as possible (Although I expect most flying to be
“around”, we do want to go places too).

 As close to 100 lb cargo capacity and useful volume for camping gear (opens the door to many
possibilities).

 Prefer good ground visibility (I like looking down at what I’m flying over; I can look up at the sky
anytime).

 A solid factory and design (Undertaking a build is challenge enough).

 And pleasant to fly (I found at least one big selling LSA that was actually annoying to fly).

So I tried on and/or did demos in a few with a bias for all metal:

 Sonex (Lack of headroom even without headset and no shoulder room even for two thin folk in
T-shirts, and no real baggage, so did not even demo it).

 Zenith CH750 (Flew surprisingly nice, but little baggage and sooooo slooooow………….)

 Vans RV-12 (Nice to fly and pretty good visibility down ahead of the wing, fast LSA, but limited
baggage volume).

 Kitfox S7 (Nice to fly, super visibility, monster baggage volume and weight, a bit slow but you
can fly with the doors open. Of course there is that tube and fabric thing).

 Rans S19 (Nice to fly, fast LSA, better baggage than the Vans, but I felt it would take the longest
to build).

Can’t really explain how I rationally arrived at choosing the only fabric plane of the lot, but I figure it will
best suit the majority of the flying I expect to do. And although my wife, Val, seemed to carefully avoid
influencing my choice, she allowed later that it was her favorite too. And did I mention that you can slow
down and fly around with the doors open?!

I knew I would never get a plane built while I was working full time, but when I decided to go to half-
time in 2011, I ordered the Kitfox firewall aft packages. The kit arrived that spring and a few months
later I accepted an early retirement anyway. Life can be so tough.And did I mention that wife Val is
120% behind this endeavor?

                                                                                                                          ( Continued on P. 3 )
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The basic design has been around awhile. Here’s pattern work for a cover plate utilizing middle ages
artisan skills:

So how is the build going? Certainly not as fast as I thought a retired guy could do. And I have not touched
fabric yet, but I have:

·  Epoxy bonded a bunch and learned how to not make quite so much mess or waste too much.
·Shaped, and riveted and painted a plethora of items to build up the tail surfaces, controls and basic
        interior.
·Learned to swage cables.
·Learned to lace tie my wiring as I had seen the technicians I worked with do for so many years on

our spacecraft builds.
·Still learning when to leave spacecraft and military jets behind and just build per the instructions,

but sometimes the career engineer won’t be quiet. And plus or minus 1/8th inch is never going to
be close enough. (Yeah, I can hear Stan chuckling now about those darn engineers.)

( Continued on P.4 )
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I briefly considered a faster, swept-wing  variant, the SpeedFox:

Yet to come:

· Avionics/panel (Expect to pretty much go with Dynon SkyView)
· Lighting (Want to be seen, though orange paint should help)
·  Upholstery (Already slaughtered a couple of cows)
·  That fabric thing (which I actually kind of look forward to now)
· And, oh yeah, there’s the whole firewall forward to come. (Rotax 912)

Concerns going forward:

·Don’t let Stan eat too much ribs or cake, ‘cause I need him around for sanity checks.
· Make sure John is always at least a step or two ahead of me on his Kitfox build.


