














The surviving members of the first three classes of Army Warrant Officer
Helicopter pilots are planning a reunion to be held at Fort Rucker, Alabama,
in the spring of 1987, These classes were trained at Fort Sill, oklahoma, in

1951 and 1952,

Prior to the time of the reunion an effort has been made to locate and
purchase a Sikorsky H19-C model Helicopter. A down payment of $4,000,00
for the aircraft, SN 51-14272, was made in June of 1985, Restoration of

the helicopter is to begin in March 1986,

When the helicopter is ultimately purchased and restored, it will be pre-
sented to the U,S. Army Aviation Museum at Fort Rucker, Alabama, at the

time of the reunion,

We believe this helicopter deserves a place of honor in the Army Aviation
Museum. It was the first cargo-troop carrying type helicopter in the U.S.

Army inventory, and it saw extensive service in Korea during the latter

part of the Korean Conflict,

As stated by the Department of the Army at the time, "...The primary mission
for the H19-C is to provide short haul transport service, to expedite tactical
operations and logistical support, in the forward areas of combat zones,"
However, in spite of that fact, the capabilities of the larger capacity
helicopter was immediately recognized by the U.S. Medical Services and by

Headquarters, 8th Army,

Medical evacuation soon became a routine function for the H19's. From the
15th through the 17th of July 1953, when a large scale enemy attack was
launched against the 2nd ROK and I Corps front, the helicopter companies
evacuated a total of 723 patients., Of this number, 301 were evacuated in

a single day - 15 July 1953,
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