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President’s Letter
This month:

This Meeting:
10 October

Terminal
Building at
Boeing Field
7259 King County
Airport Access
Rd, Seattle, WA
98108

I enjoy giving rides to people. A few weeks ago, the
grandfather of my new son-in-law was turning 86 years old and the
family wanted to surprise him with an airplane ride. He has flown
previously but maybe 60 years ago. The grandparents were visiting
from AZ and the family planned a birthday lunch at Snohomish /
Harvey Field.
Going in to Harvey is challenging compared to Crest. The
runway is shorter, narrower, rougher, has displaced thresholds, low
hanging wires and fences. A perfect place to fly ….
My airplane lands and takes off around 75-80 mph, so the
bumps and dips in the runway had me bouncing and skipping to a
stop. The weather was overcast on the way up there. We had a nice
lunch and by noon it was breaking up and turning nice. So the
Jumper plane warmed up and they started parachuting. If the airport
wasn’t enough of a challenge, now we had parachutists coming down
right beside us to land in the middle of the grass. The airport is really
busy especially on a nice Saturday; lots of flight training too. It is a
better place for a slower plane. Still we had a good time. One of the
older flight instructors passing by enjoyed seeing the round gauges in
my plane. He commented that everything now is glass screens.

Thursday 10 October
7:30 PM
Boeing Field Terminal
East side of the field

Meeting Topic:
Japanese Zero
Restoration
by

Dan Hammer

FUTURE EVENTS
14 November 2019

(Continued on page 3)
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I also gave a ride to a lady from the local high school
that had offered it as a raffle for their fund raiser. She won the
raffle. She was a bit apprehensive at first but after flying
around smooth and gentle she said she would buy another
raffle ticket next year!
I like to fly when it is smooth as glass. You can be very
precise in your practice. When the weather is rough then you
get to practice some tough landings flying at Crest. It can be a
good challenge. Actually I like both types of weather … any
kind is ok.
This month’s meeting; Dan Hammer will be our guest to
talk about the Japanese Zero they are restoring in Everett. Our
trusty VP, Steve Crider, will lead the meeting as I will be out of
town visiting our daughter’s family in Savannah, GA.
Happy flying, Dave
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More Safety? More Gadgets? More Skills?
What is safety? How much is enough?
As time goes on, we develop more accurate, reliable, and
cheaper gadgets. Some of them can be used in aviation.
Each of these gadgets or devices has both advantages and
disadvantages. Usually they provide useful information or
some measure of safety, but sometimes they just provide
more noise and distraction.
ADS-B is an interesting one… It provides lots of new
information in the cockpit that was previously not available.
Most notably, it can show you the location of some other
aircraft. But it is easy to focus on that rather than looking
outside for other aircraft (or clouds, or mountains and
trees!) I’ve turned off ‘distant’ traffic on my ADS-B in display
because I was spending time looking at airline flights
30,000 feet above me. And there will be planes for quite a
while yet that don’t have ADS-B out, so if you only use this,
there are planes you might not notice until it’s too late. I
know people who will refuse to fly VFR without ADS-B In.
But midair collisions are extremely rare and they are more
likely to have a fatal accident due to fuel starvation.

We’d be better served (in terms of lives saved per dollar
spent) investing in fuel flow meters and accurate fuel
gauges rather than on ADS-B and Angle of Attack
indicators. But public perception and people’s fears drive
the market more than solid statistics.

For each person out flying they need to figure out what
risks they are willing to accept as is and what risks they
want to mitigate through gadgets and/or behaviors in order
to leave them with an overall risk profile they are willing to
accept.
While I like ADS-B in my cockpit I’m comfortable flying
without it. While having an AoA indicator would be nice, I
don’t expect I’ll be buying one any time soon. The risks I
want to mitigate are engine and fuel risks, so an engine
monitor is what I’d like to upgrade next.

Angle of Attack indicators are another one… They provide
precise information that was not available in a cockpit
instrument before…. But I am not convinced that having
that on the panel will help in the cases where people have
been stalling by accident. I expect in those cases people
have been looking outside. There are plenty of other
signals that the aircraft is nearing a stall, such as stall
warning horn, the sound of the air outside, the feel of the
controls. It’s hard to know how many lives (if any) this
would save.
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