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Save the date! 

July 9: Virtual Chapter 

Gathering.  

Information on how to 

connect online and par-

ticipate via GoToMeet-

ing will be sent to chap-

ter members soon.  

 

Thank you to all of you who joined us for our virtual chapter 

gathering in May. Thirty-Seven people joined us for Paul Dye’s 

outstanding presentation about the shuttle program. Several 

members contacted me afterward to express that this was one 

of the best presentations our chapter has had. I was fascinated 

by all of the details he shared about shuttle operations and the 

whole process - what great insight into a fascinating program. 

Prior to Paul’s presentation we had some time for members to 

chat and share updates about building projects and flying. 

Adam White, Aviation Documentarian, will be our featured presenter for our July gath-

ering. This will once again be a virtual event and prospective members and guests are 

very welcome to join us.  

The board continues to meet virtually monthly and has been deciding about a month or 

two at time what our meeting format will be. We are watching state, county, and local 

guidelines to determine what’s best. As I write this, in person large group activities 

such as festivals continue to be cancelled through the end of the year. Numbers of posi-

tive cases (percentage of positive tests) are on the rise in our area and our state. We 

will keep you updated on our decisions. 

Although we all dearly miss meeting in person, the benefit is that we have a wider array 

of speakers to choose from since geographical proximity isn’t a consideration in our 

virtual format. We will continue to take advantage of this benefit for as long as our chap-

ter gatherings remain virtual.  

We hope you join us on Thursday, July 9 to enjoy Adam White’s presentation and con-

nect with chapter members.  

 

Blue Skies, 

Carrie 

President’s Report— Carrie Forster 

Inside this issue: 

July Chapter Gathering: Online 

June Virtual Chapter Gathering on Thurs-

day, July 9: Our guest this month is Adam 

White, a filmmaker best known in the aviation 

community for his award-winning series The 

Restorers and films such as Red Tail Reborn. 

Adam has also done work for organizations 

such as the CAF, and has worked on films, TV 

shows, and commercials. Adam and his wife 

Kara (also an aviation filmmaker) are AirVen-

ture regulars and can also be found in Osh-

kosh at other times of the year working on 

various projects. Adam is going to talk to us 

about what it's like to make aviation documen-

taries... including fun aerial and location 

work. We look forward to hearing from him. 
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Thirty seven chapter 

members and guests 

enjoyed the virtual 

gathering June 11. 

One of the advan-

tages of a virtual 

gathering is being 

able to bring in guest 

speakers from any-

where in the world. 

This month we 

brought in Paul Dye, 

Editor at Large for 

Kitplanes Magazine. 

Paul is a long time 

homebuilder and 

retired from a NASA 

career where he 

served as the longest 

Mission Control 

Flight Director in the organization's 

history. As part of his training for that 

position, Paul went through the same 

simulator training on the Space Shut-

tle as astronauts did. His presentation 

to us was a pilot's perspective on fly-

ing that magnificent vehicle. This was, 

as we knew it would be, quite fasci-

nating. Paul gave us an overview of 

the machine's specifications, design, 

and operating procedures, which dif-

fer just a tad from the single engine 

piston airplanes we are familiar with. 

Typical cruise speed for Shuttle was 

14,800 knots, for example. But some 

aspects were surprising such as a 

maximum crosswind limitation of only 

15 knots! Thanks to Paul for giving us 

an inside look at what it was like to fly 

one of the most remarkable flying 

machines ever built. 



 
Page 3 

THE PYLON 

Chapter 252 News 

Chapter hangar space available: We 

currently have space for another ten-

ant in the chapter hangar. Contact 

Hangar Manager Jim Kress at 920-233

-5660  or jim.kress@att.net for more 

information. 

 

Ray Scholar Update: Chapter 252 Ray 

Scholar Lucas Pulvermacher is mak-

ing progress on flight training with 

the Winnebedgo Flying Club. Re-

ports indicate that he is close to mak-

ing his first solo!  

New Eagle Flights Coordinator: 

Serena Kemps has volunteered to 

serve as our chapter Eagle Flights 

Coordinator. If you know of anyone 

interested in receiving an Eagle 

Flight or learning more about the 

program she can be reached at  

av8rharpist@gmail.com 

Courtesy of Mike and Stephan at https://www.chickenwingscomics.com/ 

The Experimental Aircraft Association is showcasing 

the whole spectrum of flight this summer in a virtual 

way, as Spirit of Aviation Week on July 21-25 will 

celebrate the entire aviation community. 

The five-day event will include streamed and on-

demand content, encompassing nearly every subset 

of aviation, with a focus on educational, informa-

tional, and entertaining content. EAA’s special inter-

est groups will also be heavily involved, bringing 

highlights that include homebuilts, warbirds, vin-

tage, aerobatics, ultralights, and much more. 

“Nothing can replace the Oshkosh experience in-

person during AirVenture week, as that event per-

sonifies the common passion we have for flight, in all 

its wonderful ways,” said Jack J. Pelton, EAA’s CEO 

and chairman of the board. “As unfortunate as it was 

that the cancellation of AirVenture 2020 took away 

that personal experience, countless people and 

groups have stepped forward to ask what they could 

do to virtually create something from Oshkosh that 

brings us together as aviators and aviation enthusi-

asts. We’re going to incorporate as many of them as 

possible during a full five-day event.” 

https://www.eaatogether.org/  

https://www.chickenwingscomics.com/
https://www.eaatogether.org/


 

Jim Cunningham 

CFII 

I always have a pilot deal 

with a simulated engine 

failure as part of a flight 

review. Usually the last 

time they did one-- or even 

thought about one-- was on 

their last flight review two 

years prior. The result of 

this disuse can be a medio-

cre or substandard per-

formance of the task. A little 

review and practice usually 

takes care of the matter. 

There are a number of dif-

ferent ways to handle an 

engine failure in flight; the 

larger and more complex 

the airplane the more com-

plex the procedure. Start 

by reviewing your Pilot's 

Operating Handbook 

(POH). 

In-flight engine failures are 

"significant emotional 

events" for most of us. 

Combine this with the dis-

use mentioned above and a 

pilot facing such a situation 

may well not be at their 

best at the very time when 

they need to be.  

One of the easiest to re-

member procedures to for 

an engine failure is the 

"ABC" method (even in an 

emergency most of us 

should remember our 

ABCs). 

 

A: Airspeed. Start getting 

the airplane flying at and 

trimmed to Vg-- your best 

glide speed. This will maxi-

mize your glide distance. 

See your POH to determine 

your Vg; some aircraft will 

have more than one Vg, 

which is influenced by 

weight. 

B: Best field. Look for and 

find your landing spot in 

the event your engine won't 

restart. When I give flight 

reviews I all too often see 

pilots start looking on the 

horizon for one. Look right 

near you first. You may not 

glide as far as you think for 

any number of reasons, so 

closer is better. More im-

portantly, you will be able 

to see details of a closer 

landing site, and this may 

be crucial. At a distance, 

you will not be able to see 

things like power lines, 

fences, ditches, or stray 

cows. All of these can ruin 

your whole day in a forced 

landing. 

C: Checklist (for restarting 

your engine and other 

things). See your POH for 

this. It's a good idea to keep 

this one memorized so re-

view it a little more often 

than once every two years. 

One way to make it easier 

to implement is to use a 

flow-- check the items in 

sequence left to right or 

right to left rather than 

jumping all over the cock-

pit (unless your airplane's 

procedures specifically call 

for a required sequence). 

Using a flow will make it 

easier to deal with distrac-

tions and not miss an item. 

Note: If you are only a few 

hundred feet up, you 

probably won't have time 

for a full restart. Fly the 

airplane, secure your fuel 

and other systems as 

needed, and make the 

landing from your best im-

mediate options. 

D: Declare emergency. Let 

someone know you are 

executing a forced landing 

and will need assistance. If 

you are already talking to 

ATC, inform who you hap-

pen to be talking to or are 

at least close to. Otherwise 

the frequency to use is 

121.5. Give your position, 

aircraft type and color, and 

number of souls on board. 

If you have a transponder, 

use a 7700 squawk code. 

That will trigger alarms and 

attract attention on ATC 

radar displays. If you have 

ADS-B, it will also allow 

ATC to identify you. Don't 

forget to maintain aircraft 

control while you're doing 

this-- fly the airplane first. 

E. Exit strategy. Review your 

POH for your forced land-

ing procedure. Many will 

call for unlatching your 

doors before touchdown, 

for example. Make sure 

everyone is buckled in se-

curely. Brief your passen-

gers on how to egress. 

F. Fire prevention. Once you 

are committed to a landing, 

shut everything off. Fuel 

selector valve to off, mix-

ture to idle, ignition off, 

master off (you may want to 

hold off on the master if you 

have electric flaps). While 

you're doing all this -- fly 

the airplane. 

G. Get out. Once you have 

followed your POH proce-

dure on a forced landing 

regarding flaps, gear, etc., 

and have put the airplane 

down, it's time to get out. 

 

Engine failures are rare, 

but if you do have one your 

life and the lives of those in 

your aircraft depend on 

handling the situation suc-

cessfully. Don't wait until 

your flight review to review 

and practice one. 

The ABCs of Engine Failure 
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“Usually the 

last time they 

did one-- or 

even thought 

about one-- 

was on their 

last flight 

review two 

years prior.” 
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“As a child, 

Jakob 

enjoyed 

watching 

airplanes at 

the local 

airport. He 

found them so 

fascinating 

that he 

decided to 

build one 

while still in 

high school, 

and at age 15 

he began 

working on a 

Legal Eagle 

ultralight.  

Member Profile: Jakob 

Brouillette 

Jakob Brouillette has experi-

enced more takeoffs in airplanes 

than he has landings. That's be-

cause before he jumped out of 

them as a paratrooper in the 

82nd Airborne during his service 

in the U.S. Army before he be-

came a pilot. He recently tried 

civilian skydiving, and enjoyed it 

more than jumping in the mili-

tary. "The Army knows how to 

take the fun out of anything," he 

quips. 

As a child, Jakob enjoyed watch-

ing airplanes at the local airport. 

He found them so fascinating that 

he decided to build one while 

still in high school, and at age 15 

he began working on a Legal 

Eagle ultralight. He and a friend 

had much of the work done on it 

before he graduated and began 

his military service. He worked 

on it here and there while home 

on leave, then finished it after he 

finished serving. He enjoyed 

working on it so much and was 

so focused that on more than one 

occasion he was surprised to find 

that night had fallen while he was 

in his workshop. He realized that 

this level of enthusiasm was a 

sign that he should become an 

A&P and/or engineer. 

 

Once his Legal Eagle was com-

pleted, Jakob learned to fly it 

more or less self-taught, a 

method he does not recommend!  

Jakob enrolled at Fox Valley 

Tech here in Oshkosh and gradu-

ated with his A&P and avionics 

degrees. While studying he dis-

covered that the theory aspects 

of much of the work was what 

interested him the most and this 

motivated him to pursue an engi-

neering degree; he has one 

year of that completed so far.  

In 2017 Jakob was in the first 

EAA Sport Pilot Academy here 

at Oshkosh and obtained his 

initial pilot certificate; he now 

has over 500 hours of flight time 

and holds an Advanced Ground 

Instructor rating. After graduat-

ing from Fox Valley Tech, he 

worked at Discover Flight here 

in Oshkosh and later at Gulf-

stream in Appleton, where un-

fortunately the recent pandemic 

resulted in his being let go.  

Not being one to stay idle, Ja-

kob has used his newfound time 

to continue his work on an in-

strument rating. And if all 

that isn't enough, he has 

continued his military ser-

vice since leaving the Army 

by serving in the National 

Guard, and has recently 

applied for flight training 

with the goal of flying UH-

60 Blackhawk helicopters! 

His flight physical was re-

cently completed and he is 

awaiting word on possible 

training start dates. We 

look forward to watching 

Jakob's aviation adventures 

unfold... we will all proba-

bly be saying "we knew 

him when" in the years to 

come. 



Page 6 

THE PYLON 

Longtime EAA Chapter 252 Member Volunteer 

of the Month 

Longtime chapter member Lon Nanke 

was the EAA Volunteer of the Month 

and profiled in the June issue of Sport 

Aviation. It’s hard to think of a chapter 

fly-in or other event that Lon has not 

volunteered to help for. Lon also at-

tends work parties at the EAA Sea-

plane Base to get the grounds ready 

for convention.  

As the article relates, Lon is a docent 

at the EAA Aviation Museum… and as 

any of us who visit know, he seems to 

be there all the time, greeting visitors.  

We are proud to have you in Chapter 

252 Lon, and thanks for all you do for 

us all! 



 Jim Cunningham 

 

The optimism and enthusi-

asm expressed at the dedi-

cation of the Oshkosh airport 

in 1927 was tragically short-

lived. Robert Mensong man-

aged the airport for just two 

years, then left for a position 

with Northwest Airlines. 

Steve Wittman, who was 

down at the now-former air-

port at Fond du Lac manag-

ing most of the operations of 

the Pheasant Aircraft Com-

pany  at the time, remem-

bered, “They got another 

group in there called the Red 

Devil Flyers, and they sold a 

bunch of flight courses for 

wither solo or private certifi-

cates, gave each one a few 

lessons and then ab-

sconded.”Oshkosh ap-

proached Wittman in early 

1931 and asked him to help 

out for “a few months or 

maybe a few years.” 

“My going to Oshkosh was 

the result of Pheasant Air-

craft Company shutting 

down and being out of a 

job,” Wittman admitted. 

Pheasant, like many of the 

small fledging airplane 

manufacturers of the late 

1920s, had succumbed to the 

effects of the Great Depres-

sion. There was, however, 

more appeal than just man-

aging the airport to Steve, 

who by then had gotten in-

terested in air racing.  "But I 

was also looking for a good 

place to build this little rac-

ing airplane I had in mind, 

and this offered the spot." 

The Oshkosh airport of 1931 

was still privately owned and 

typical for its day: 100 acres 

in size, it featured two un-

paved runways. The east-

west runway was 1,660 feet 

in length, while the north-

south runway was a whop-

ping 2,600 feet. The primary 

user at the time was North-

west Airlines, which also 

operated out of Fond du Lac, 

Neenah, Appleton, and 

Green Bay, according to 

Wittman. Air mail, rather 

than passenger operations, 

was their source of revenue.  

The situation was difficult at 

best. Wittman slept in the 

airport’s hangar office and 

optimized his financial re-

sources through careful 

planning and research to 

obtain three meals (with ice 

cream for dessert) from res-

taurants on a daily basis. His 

annual salary was $0.00, a 

sum that would not change 

until 1953. He was, however, 

allowed to sub-lease hangars 

he leased from the county for 

as much profit as he could 

make as well as sell fuel and 

other services. 

 “In those days the commer-

cial operation was quite 

meager. You would carry 

some passengers on Sun-

days and once in a while in 

the evening; otherwise we 

tried to conduct a flight 

school and get a few stu-

dents,” Wittman said. Por-

tions of the airport were used 

for growing crops to help 

bring in additional revenue. 

With demands on his time as 

airport manager being mini-

mal, Wittman had time to 

start on building his race-

plane. 

 

The Wittman Chronicles: Moving to Oshkosh 
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“But I was also 

looking for a good 

place to build this 

little racing air-

plane I had in 

mind, and this of-

fered the spot." 

Wittman’s Chief Oshkosh racer in an early configuration in front of the airport’s only hangar at the time.  
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My name is Dennis Moehn, and my 

current project is a 1946 Cessna 120. I 

selected the Cessna 120 primarily due 

to the fact that I had a lot of parts left 

over from my Last Cessna 140 project. 

I also had a Continental C90-14F en-

gine I had overhauled that needed an 

aircraft. 

Recently on this project, I received a 

FAA Field Approval to install a set of 

McCauley wheels and brakes off of a 

Cessna 152 aircraft. The project air-

craft had come with an incomplete set 

of drum style wheels and brakes that 

are not currently supported by manu-

factures. Along with the wheel and 

brake changes I removed the main 

and tail landing gear, cleaned and 

repaired as needed, painted, and 

reinstalled the gear. I have attached a 

picture of the main gear. 

I am currently working with the Mil-

waukee FSDO on another Field Ap-

proval to change the aircraft battery 

to a light weight, PowerSafe, Dry cell 

battery. Along with the battery 

change the Field Approval would also 

allow me to move the battery from aft 

of the cargo compartment to the air-

craft firewall. The overall alteration 

will give the aircraft a reduction in 

weight, a reliable maintenance free 

battery, and eliminate the hazard of 

running a heavy gauge battery cable 

from the firewall all of the way back to 

the aft fuselage. 

Working through the field approval 

process is always an education. In the 

battery installation for instance I had 

to determine the Ultimate Load Factor 

and test the battery installation to that 

load factor. If anyone is interested the 

Ultimate Load Factor information can 

be found in A.C. 43.13-2A.  To keep it 

short the battery and box weigh 14.93 

pounds, to prove the structure, I had 

to load the battery box to 4.5 Gs in the 

upward and sideward directions, 9.9 

Gs in the downward direction, and 3.0 

Gs in the forward direction. I am 

happy to report that the installation 

more that passed the test. The Field 

Approval Process can be found in 

FAA Order 8300.16A. 

Cessna 120 Project Update 
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July, 1970: Paul 

Poberezny de-

scribes prepara-

tions for the new 

Oshkosh EAA 

Convention site… 

and apologizes 

for a beer adver-

tisement in Sport 

Aviation! 



May 2020 Board Mtg  

Thursday, July 2, 2020 - 6:00– 7:00 PM 

Virtual Meeting - GoToMeeting  

Attending: Carrie Forster (President), Fred Stadler (Treasurer), 

Jakob Brouilette (Board Member), Jim Cunningham (Newsletter 

Editor), Serena Kamps (YE Co-Coordinator, Ray Scholarship 

Coordinator), John Forster (YE Co-Coordinator), Dennis 

Moehn, Wayne Daniels, Charlie Becker, Doug Milius 

(Membership Chair) Adam White (guest). 

 

Ray Aviation Scholarship Updates: Serena reported that she is 

coordinating with Lucas, our scholar, and that he is close to 

solo. Pandemic limitations are going to affect the chapter cele-

brating his solo as well as his serving volunteering require-

ments; Serena will investigate options for both. 

Eagle Flight Coordinator: Serena has offered to take over this 

position for the chapter. 

July Chapter Gathering: To be virtual; guest will be aviation 

filmmaker Adam White. Adam joined the board meeting briefly 

to test his connection and say hello. 

July Board Meeting: In view of AirVenture being canceled, the 

board agreed we should hold a meeting later this month 

(normally this is not done). The meeting will be July 23 and be 

virtual unless something changes. 

August Chapter Gathering: After a lengthy discussion and vote, 

the decision was made to hold the meeting virtually once again 

given the uncertainties of the rapidly-changing pandemic situa-

tion at this time. 

September Chapter Gathering and Flyin: After a lengthy dis-

cussion and vote, the board felt that it was too early to make 

any decisions at this time for chapter activities two months out, 

and that we should monitor the pandemic situation and guide-

lines as they evolve and make go/no-go decisions on these 

matters at future junctures. 

Hangar Rental: Fred reported that the airplane project tenant 

currently using the hangar is not taking up much space and that 

we have room for another. We will advertise for another tenant. 

The board discussed whether the chapter should adjust the 

rental rate for the current tenant in view of the fact that their 

project is not taking up the typical amount of space.  Carrie will 

contact the current tenant and discuss. 

Virtual Programs: Ideas for various virtual programs were dis-

cussed such as a virtual Learn to Fly Day and possibly a watch 

party. These will be discussed further in future months for pos-

sible chapter activities. 

 



 

2020 Board Mtgs Location Confirm Date? 

    

    

July 23 ONLINE  

August 27 Chapter Hangar   

September 24 Chapter Hangar   

October 22 Chapter Hangar   

November 26 EAA leadership classroom Thanksgiving - change date 

December 24 EAA leadership classroom Christmas Eve - change date 

2020 Chapter Gatherings Topic/Presenter Food/Person responsible 

    

   

Thursday, July 9  Aviation Filmmaker Adam White   

Thursday, August 13     

Thursday, September 10 Annual Corn Roast Munsil’s Farm/Airstrip 

Saturday, September 12 Pancake Breakfast/YE Rally   

Thursday, October 8     

Thursday, November 12     

Thursday, December 10     



 

Join the 252 Family! 
Annual Membership (Calendar Year) Dues are $20

($10 for partial year, July - December). Student Mem-

berships are $10. Dues in the amount of $20 can b 

given to Doug Milius or mailed to him at: 

Doug Milius 

1305 Maricopa Dr. 

Oshkosh, WI 54904 
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Past-President: Charlie Becker 

920-573-3381 

sonex450@gmail.com 

 

Board Member: Wayne Daniels 

920-410-0107 

wedan444@sbcglobal.net 

 

Chapter Historian & Board 
Member: 

Jim Casper 

920-460-0858 

jiminoshkosh@gmail.com 

 

Board Member Emeritus: 

John Schram 

414-405-6524 

 

Membership: Doug Milius 

920-205-3349 

drmilius@sbcglobal.net 

 

President: Carrie Forster 

920-540-6432 

forster@new.rr.com 

 

Vice-President: David Leiting, 
Jr. 

262-914-4278 

davidleiting47@hotmail.com 

 

Secretary: Kurt Weina 

920-642-0601 

kurt.weina@gmail.com 

 

Treasurer: Fred Stadler 

920-303-5582 

stadler@att.net 

 

Hangar Manager: Jim Kress 

920-233-5660  

jim.kress@att.net 

 

 

Young Eagle Coordinator: 

John Forster 

eaa252ye@gmail.com. 

 

Young Eagle Coordinator: 

Serena Kamps 

av8rharpist@gmail.com 

 

Eagle Flight Coordinator: 

Serena Kamps 

av8rharpist@gmail.com 

 

Newsletter Editor: 

Jim Cunningham 

jlcunni6@yahoo.com 

Chapter Officers & Board of Directors 

EAA Chapter 252 Directory 

Chapter 252 Hangar  

817 W 20th Ave Oshkosh, Wis-

consin 54902  

Find Us Online!  

www.eaa252.org  

www.facebook.com/EAA252  

The Pylon is the monthly newsletter of EAA Ch. 252 and is published monthly. Digital copies are emailed to 

each chapter member. Hard copies are mailed upon request to those without email access. Current and past 

copies can be accessed from the chapter website at www.252.eaachapter.org. If you have submissions for 

the newsletter, please send to editor Jim Cunningham no later than the 20th of each month preceding the 

issue month at jlcunni6@yahoo.com. Submissions received after the 20th will be included at the editor’s 

discretion in the next month or held for a future publication.  

Submissions in either Word or similar format, and photos in .jpg format are appreciated.  


