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August 12th 
EAA203 General Meeting sausage, 

pancakes, and coffee! 

SkyBlue will provide a presenta-

tion and show several of their air-

craft. 

October 14th 

Presentation by Bob Santom of 

CGS Hawk Single and  

Ultra LLC 

 

VMC Club Meeting 
The VMC club is an opportunity to 

share knowledge and experience while 
discussing real-world scenarios. The 

next meeting is this Saturday after the 
General Meeting. Be sure to attend 

this Saturday!   

 

Calendar of Events 

 

 Calendar of Events 

Participate in VMC Club 
1 

Getting Started in Ultralights 

Young Eagles 

Barntoons 

2 

Editor's Report & Chapter Info 

Board of Directors & Addresses 
 6 

Aircraft Identification  3 

Aircraft Identification Continued  4 

Aircraft Identification Continued  5 

Inside This Issue 

New Website. Go to https://

chapters.eaa.org/eaa203 to see 

the new look! New Category 

called Membership Forms 

allows you to print out 

necessary documents. 

 

 

 

Participate in VMC Club 
Since 2015 and 2017, respectively, EAA mem-
bers have enjoyed participating in organized 
hangar flying through EAA’s VMC clubs. 

VMC Clubs are extensions of local EAA chap-
ters and offer monthly VMC program meetings 
where pilots can network and share knowledge 
and experiences. The purpose of EAA Visual 
Meteorological Conditions (VMC) Clubs build 
proficiency when flying under visual flight rule 
conditions. 

Can You Identify This Aircraft 

Send your Answer to sdthatcher@bellsouth.net  

Hidden somewhere within the pages 

of this newsletter is an ASI similar 

to the one shown here (will be 

smaller). All you need to do is find 

the page on which it appears, specify 

article or photo and send to  

sdthatcher@bellsouth.net to win.   

Winning Entries will be published in 

the newsletter.  

ASI Winners: None. Located on 

left wheel of aircraft, page 1 

Aircraft Winners: None. 

Gloster Gauntlet MK II 

Find the Air Speed Indicator 

ASI Location: One Prize Only 

awarded for correct ASI location. 
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Used by kind permission of Dennis McLane (dennisdeanmclain@gmail.com) 

Barntoons 

Ever wondered what 
your neighborhood 
looks like from the sky? 
Or maybe you’re curi-

ous how airplanes even 
work. You might even 
dream about being a 

pilot. 

If you’re nodding your 
head “Yes” and are 
between the ages of 8 
and 17, you’re ready 
to take a free Young 
Eagles flight and see 
what real pilots do on 
the ground and in the 
air.   

Young Eagles 

Since 1992, more than 
2 million Young Eagles 
have enjoyed a flight 
from EAA’s network of 
volunteer pilots.  
 

For more information 
contact Rick  
Golightly, 

metro9100@aol.com. 

 

Meeting Directions 

The next EAA Chapter 203 meeting 

will be held at the hangar located at 

North County Airport (F45). The 

EAA Hangar is found by going to the 

junction of the Beeline Highway 

(SR710) and PGA Blvd (SR786). 

Then go 2.6 miles NW (from PGA); 

turn left at the airport sign, and cross 

the train tracks. Follow the road to 

the hangar, which is on the left-hand 

side before you get to the FBO termi-

nal, hangar 11250-5.   

Webinar- Getting Started in Ultralights LTW Week 

Ultralight vehicles have long been an af-
fordable way to experience the 3-

dimensional freedom and exhilaration of 
the sky. Join EAA staff member Timm Bo-
genhagen as he discusses the simple 
rules of Part 103 and tips for getting start-
ed. 

CTRL Click on Photo or Link at top of 
page. 

Getting Started in Ultralights 
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Last Month’s Aircraft — Gloster Gauntlet MK II 
The Gloster Gauntlet was a single-seat biplane 

fighter designed and produced by the British 

aeroplane manufacturer Gloster Aircraft in 

the 1930s. It was the last fighter to be operat-

ed by the Royal Air Force (RAF) to have an 

open cockpit, and also the penultimate bi-

plane fighter in its service. 

The Gauntlet had a somewhat lengthy devel-

opment process, linking back to the S.S.18 

prototype of 1929. Extensive modifications, 

including multiple engine changes and chang-

es to suit varying specifications, resulted in a 

relatively fast fighter aircraft for the era as well 

as a heavy armament and favourable manoeu-

vrability. By mid-1933, the Gauntlet name had 

been applied to the type and the Air Ministry 

placed an initial order for 24 aircraft during September of that year. 

It was procured as a replacement for the Bristol Bulldog, being 

roughly 50 MPH faster while also being more heavily armed. In May 

1935, No. 19 Squadron became the first unit to receive the Gaunt-

let I. 

An improved model, the Gauntlet II, featuring structural improve-

ments sourced from Gloster's new parent company, Hawker was 

developed during 1934; deliveries of this new model commenced in 

the following year. Gloster received orders for over 200 Gauntlet 

IIs, with the type eventually being operated by 14 RAF squadrons of 

RAF Fighter Command. It was used for various duties, including a 

secretive series of exercises that included the first interception of an 

aircraft using information relayed from ground-based radar, a tech-

nique that would prove to be vital during the Second World War. 

However, as early as 1936, frontline squadrons begun to be 

reequipped with more advanced fighters, such as the Gloster Gladi-

ator, Hawker Hurricane and Supermarine Spitfire. Gauntlets were 

increasingly used in secondary roles and by overseas squadrons, 

serving in a reduced capacity into the Second World War. The last 

examples were withdrawn during 1943. 

Design and development 

Background 

The Gloster Gauntlet can be traced back to the S.S.18 prototype, 

which made its maiden flight during January 1929. While its perfor-

mance had proven the basic design to be sound, having demonstrat-

ed a maximum speed of 189 MPH, difficulties with the Bristol Mer-

cury IIA engine that powered the aircraft motivated Gloster to ex-

plore other powerplants, which ultimately resulted in the structural-

ly similar Gloster S.S.19. Around this time, the Air Ministry was 

formulating Specification F.10/27, which called for a single-seat 

fighter aircraft that was to be armed with six machine guns and 

function as a high altitude interceptor; Henry Folland, Gloster's 

chief designer, opted to modify the S.S.19 to carry a heavier arma-

ment (four machine guns in the wings and two in the fuselage), in 

order to conform with these requirements. Extensive trials of the 

aircraft were conducted at RAF Martlesham Heath during late 

1930, in which it was found to be free of major detects and to 

have superior handling to any single-seat aircraft up to that point. 

Despite the S.S.19's promising performance, attitudes within the 

Air Staff as to what the armaments of the prospective future fight-

er had shifted and changes were requested. Folland decided to 

respond by refining the aircraft's design, such as the addition of 

mainwheel spats, a spatted tailwheel, and a modified tail unit with 

greater fin area and thus increased stability. Re-designated as the 

S.S.19A, the aircraft underwent a full service evaluation during 

late 1931, during which it achieved a top speed of 204 mph (328 

km/h). Further modifications were made to satisfy Specification 

F.20/27, resulting in the Gloster S.S.19B. Evaluation flights of 

this revision revealed the aircraft to possess a maximum speed of 

212 mph (341 km/h). 

By the summer of 1933, testing had progressed with the S.S.19B 

and plans to procure the type had advanced to the point where 

the Gauntlet name was assigned to the type. Having been re-

engined with a Bristol Mercury VIs engine, the type proved itself 

capable of a top speed of 215.5 mph (346.8 km/h) as well as at-

taining an altitude of 20,000 feet in 11 minutes and 43 seconds. 

Having been sufficiently satisfied by the demonstrated perfor-

mance, the Air Ministry opted to place an initial order via a draft 

production schedule for 24 Gauntlets as a replacement for one 

squadron of Bristol Bulldog fighters during September 1933; 

both the finalised speci-

fication and contract 

No. 285263/35 were 

issued to Gloster in Feb-

ruary 1934. 

Continued Page 4 
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Last Month’s Aircraft — Gloster Gauntlet Continued 

Into production 

During December 1934, the first production Gauntlet, K4081, was 

completed; on 17 December of that year, it performed its maiden 

flight from Gloster's Hucclecote facility. On 25 May 1935, the first 

two aircraft were delivered to No. 19 Squadron, while 20 of the first 

24 Gauntlets had been completed by the end of the following 

month, the majority of which were also promptly dispatched to join 

No. 19 Squadron. While the type's development had been lengthy, 

it resulted in an aircraft that was relatively trouble-free and quickly 

acquired a favourable reputation. 

As a result of Hawker's takeover of Gloster in 1934, there as a con-

siderable emphasis placed upon the latter to standardise its con-

struction and design techniques with that of its new parent compa-

ny. While the Gauntlet programme had been sufficiently advanced 

as to make major alterations to the first production batch unfeasi-

ble, it was determined to be quite beneficial for future production 

batches to incorporate Hawker structural elements, largely in the 

rear fuselage of the aircraft, as this would reduce assembly costs as 

well as be easier to repair by reducing the use of welding. The 

revised aircraft, usually known as the Gauntlet II, led to the initial 

batch being retroactively referred as the Gauntlet I. 

During April 1935, Gloster received contract No. 396880/35, 

which ordered 104 Gauntlet IIs. In September 1935, a follow-on 

order via contract No. 442477/35 for another 100 aircraft was 

issued to the company. Deliveries of the Gauntlet II commenced 

during May 1935, with the first examples being issued to No. 56 

Squadron and No. 111 Squadron. A total of 204 Gauntlet IIs 

were produced in the UK. 

Operational history 

The first squadron to receive the Gauntlet I was No. 19 Squadron 

at RAF Duxford, who received their first examples during May 

1935. Its performance was a clear advancement over the squad-
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Last Month’s Aircraft — Gloster Gauntlet Continued 
ron's previous type, the Bristol Bulldog, being 56 mph (90 km/h) 

faster than its predecessor; between 1935 and 1937, the Gauntlet 

was the fastest aircraft in operation with the RAF. Accordingly, it 

was procured in sufficient numbers to become the most common 

fighter of the service during this era. 

During May 1936, the improved Gauntlet II entered service with 

No. 56 Squadron and No. 111 Squadron, while a further six squad-

rons being re-equipped with the Gauntlet by the end of the year. 

Beyond its typical role, the type was occasionally used for other du-

ties, such as for meteorological and competition flights. One partic-

ularly secretive use of the Gauntlet was conducted by No. 32 (The 

Royal) Squadron, which participated in early trials of ground-based 

radar, helping to develop techniques for the direction of fighters; 

these exercises included the first successful radar-controlled inter-

ception, a technique that would prove invaluable during the Second 

World War. 

In May 1937, the Gauntlet had reached the peak of its strength in 

the RAF, with a total of 14 Squadrons of RAF Fighter Command 

operating the type. By 1936 the RAF began to procure more ad-

vanced fighters, such as the Gloster Gladiator, Hawker Hurricane 

and Supermarine Spitfire, and these progressively replaced the 

Gauntlet. As a consequence, Gauntlets were typically transferred 

onwards to freshly-formed units, serving as their first equipment to 

allow them to train in advance of receiving more modern fighters. It 

was also decided to ship numerous Gauntlets to distant parts of the 

British Empire, such as to equip three RAF squadrons that were 

stationed in the Middle East. However, in September 1938, when 

the Munich Crisis threatened war with Germany, 45% of the RAF's 

fighter squadrons (nine squadrons) still flew the Gauntlet, with only 

three squadrons equipped with Hurricanes. 

By the outbreak of the Second World War, all but one of the home-

based Gauntlet squadrons (616 Squadron was the exception) had re

-equipped with more modern fighters. However, the type remained 

in frontline service in the Middle East for some time; a flight of 

Gauntlets remained in service with No.3 Sqn of the Royal Australi-

an Air Force (RAAF) in the Middle East when Italy declared war in 

1940. These aircraft were briefly used for ground-attack operations 

against the Italians before being retired from operations owing to 

maintenance problems. In August 1940, 430 Flight 

RAF was formed in Sudan with a mixture of 

Gauntlets and Vickers Vincents in the army co-

operation role during the East African campaign, 

with the Gauntlets carrying out bombing and straf-

ing operations against Italian forces. Gauntlets 

continued in use for meteorological flights until 

1943. 

Seventeen Gauntlets IIs were licence-produced in 

Denmark, while 25 ex-RAF machines were sup-

plied by South Africa as part of its support for Fin-

land in 1940, which was engaged in the Winter 

War against the Soviet Union. Already obsolete at this point, they 

were used as advanced trainers by the Finns. The Finnish nick-

name for the Gauntlet was Kotletti (literally "cutlet"). 

 

General characteristics 

Crew: 1 

Length: 26 ft 5 in (8.05 m) 

Wingspan: 32 ft 9.5 in (9.995 m) 

Height: 10 ft 3 in (3.12 m) 

Wing area: 315 sq ft (29.3 m2) 

Empty weight: 2,770 lb (1,256 kg) 

Gross weight: 3,970 lb (1,801 kg) 

Powerplant: 1 × Bristol Mercury VI S2[a] nine-cylinder air-

cooled radial piston engine, 645 hp (481 kW) 

Propellers: 2-bladed fixed-pitch propeller 

 

Performance 

Maximum speed: 230 mph (370 km/h, 200 kn) at 15,800 ft 

(4,816 m) 

Range: 460 mi (740 km, 400 nmi) 

Service ceiling: 33,500 ft (10,200 m) 

Rate of climb: 2,300 ft/min (12 m/s) 

Time to altitude: 20,000 ft (6,096 m) in 9 minutes 

Wing loading: 12.6 lb/sq ft (62 kg/m2) 

Power/mass: 0.162 hp/lb (0.266 kW/kg) 

Armament 

Guns: Two × 0.303 in Vickers machine guns 
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Meetings 

Please contact President Bill Siegel 

for time and place of each monthly 

meeting. 

Notice 

A COPY OF THE OFFICIAL REGISTRATION 

AND FINANCIAL INFORMATION MAY BE 

OBTAINED FROM THE DIVISION OF CON-

SUMER SERVICES BY CALLING TOLL 

FREE 800-435-7352 WITHIN THE STATE. 

REGISTRATION DOES NOT IMPLY EN-

DORSEMENT, APPROVAL, OR RECOM-

MENDATION BY THE STATE. 

Newsletter 

Contributions need to be in the editor’s 

hands by the last Wednesday of the month 

preceding publication, unless the moon is 

full, in which case the deadline is the 

Thursday preceding the first Wednesday 

prior to the next scheduled meeting of the 

Editor's staff. Be an Author!! Send us 

something. 
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President: Bill Siegel 

Wellington, FL 33414 

561-798-3826 

 

Vice-President: Steve Sinclair 

ssinclair@secopbg.com  

561-758-2911  

 

Secretary: Eric Flaig 

egflaig@gmail.com 

Wellington 33414 

561-329-0985 

 

Treasurer: Bud Smith 

Palm Beach Gardens, FL 33410 

 

Young Eagles: Rick Golightly 

Jupiter, FL 33458 

561-747-9100 

 

Past President, Bill Perry 

Stuart, FL (RIP) 

 

Membership: Kevin Sheely 

ksheely@bellsouth.net 

West Palm Beach, FL 33413 

561-358-9610 

 

Librarian: Ana Scaglione 

Jupiter, FL 33458 

561-746-4229 

 

Newsletter Editor: Scott Thatcher 

Webmaster: Scott Thatcher,  

https://chapters.eaa.org/eaa203 

sdthatcher@bellsouth.net 

 

Program Director: Open 

This position is open. Contact an  

officer if you wish to pursue this im-

portant function of the club. 

 

Flight Advisor: Miguel Duran 

propilotmd@yahoo.com 

561-436-1347

Board Addresses 

The Chapter normally meets monthly at 

9:00 am on the second Saturday of each 

month at hangar 11250-5 at North County 

Airport. Guests are welcome to attend two 

meetings but are expected to join the Chap-

ter at the third. Dues are $35 per year. 

Board of Directors Meeting 

August 2023 Newsletter. 
114 Email Notifications Sent. 

Editor’s Report 

33 Current Paid Members 

03 Honorary Members 

Membership 

Two and one-half column-inches 

costs $5.00 per month. A half-page ad 

is $15.00 per issue. Digital artwork or 

photos are preferred. Contact the edi-

tor for further details. 

Chapter 203 members with email ad-

dresses on file will receive email noti-

fication of the link to the on-line edi-

tion of “Hangar Talk”. Send your 

email address to the editor at Scott 

Thatcher, 423 SW Talquin Lane, Port 

Saint Lucie, Florida 34986. 561-818-

0499 or sdthatcher@bellsouth.net. 

Advertising 

The content of this newsletter is pro-

vided for entertainment only. No 

claim is made, nor assurance given, 

for the accuracy of the material pre-

sented, nor do we verify anything 

before we print it. Send rumors. 

Disclaimer 
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