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DECEMBER  PROGRAM 
 
The Chapter meeting for December will be our Annual Christmas Brunch. Everyone is invited. A separate 
email with the details has already been sent to you. 
 
PRESIDENT’S CORNER 
 
As we wind down 2023, I am thankful that 70 years ago Paul Poberezny had the idea to start EAA. The 
original founding group consisted mainly of those who built, restored, and modified their own aircraft. EAA 
soon included people across all aviation interests — as Paul Poberezny put it, “welcoming all who wished to 
participate.” Over the 70 year history, EAA welcomes anyone involved in flying, building, restoring, or simply 
enjoying flight at any level. 
 
61 years ago, a group of “Home Brewers” from the Grand Rapids area formed EAA Chapter 145. EAA 
Chapter 145 has been around almost as long as EAA itself, with the same passion for all aspects of aviation. 
We attached the first EAA 145 newsletter later in this newsletter, so you can see their enthusiasm as they 
started this new adventure. So as we gather for the Christmas brunch, let’s remember old friends as we 
welcome and meet new friends. 
 
Merry Christmas, Randy Houtman 
 
MEMBERSHIP DUES FOR NEXT YEAR 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
Please fill out the form and return this to Treasurer, along with $25.00 payment. 
 
 
 
 



FIRST EAA CHAPTER 145 NEWSLETTER – November, 1962 

 



 

 
 
 
 
 
 



 
THE ORIGINAL MEMBERS 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
TOP AVIATION WEBSITES 
 
We have been collecting a list of top websites dealing with aviation. Below we have collated the information, 
broken down into various subject areas. For some topics, such as specific avionic manufacturers, it is best to 
go directly to the company websites. However there is excellent information for you whether you are a 
builder, repairman or pilot. 
 
If you have another favorite(s) you would like to share, please pass this along to one of the Chapter 145 
officers. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
TOP AVIATION WEBSITES 
 
We have collected a list of websites that members have found useful, as it relates to aviation. Divided into 
subject areas, you might an area that focuses on your interests. The internet is amazing for getting us the 
information to make us better builders, repairmen and pilots. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 



NEW MEMBERS 
 
New members are always welcome at Chapter 145. Is there someone new to this area with an interest? Do you 
know students who are considering a career in aviation? Feel free to being along a guest with you. Members 
love to talk flying! 
 
FUTURE EVENTS 
 
Dec 9 (10 AM) Riverview Airport (08C)   Annual Christmas Brunch 
Dec 19 (7 PM) Riverview Airport (08C)   VMC Club – EAA Chapter 145 
Jan13 (TBD) Ford Airport (KGRR)   Aero-Med HQ Tour 
Jan 16 (7 PM) Riverview Airport (08C)   VMC Club – EAA Chapter 145 
Feb 10 (10 AM) Riverview Airport (08C)   Bahamas Flying Trip – Jeff Frey 
Feb 20 (7 PM) Riverview Airport (08C)   VMC Club – EAA Chapter 145 
 
NEW MEMBERS 
 
 

   EAA145 Officers for 2023: 
 

President,  Randy Houtman   (466-4462  N49272Q@gmail.com)  
Vice President,  Bruce Whitman  (915-7304  bwhitmanpe@gmail.com) 
Secretary/Treasurer,  Bob Swietek  (581-3138   airdale69@aol.com)   
Newsletter Editor,  Rick Saliers  (485-2993 saliersrick@gmail.com)  
Website Editor,  Christian Bell  (304-1050 cshbell@gmail.com ) 
 
 EAA145 Specialists for 2023: 
 
Young Eagle Coordinator, Dick Foster  (538-8849 c172foster@gmail.com) 
Flight Advisor: Hugh Eisen    (446-2541 HVEisen@aol.com) 
Technical Counselor: Pete Steinbacher  (889-5971  petes1776@allcom.net) 
VMC Club: Bob Swietek   (581-3138 airdale69@aol.com)  
 
 Treasurer’s Report for November 28, 2023: 
 
Liabilities:  $4195.00 
Cash:     $110.85 
Checking:      $72.69 
Savings:  $5163.26 
Total Assets:  $5346.80 
  

    
EAA Chapter 145 website:  https://chapters.eaa.org/eaa145   EAA National website: www.eaa.org 
EAA Chapter 145 Facebook:  https://www.facebook.com/EAA145 
 


