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Newsletter of the EAA Chapter 1410
High River, Alberta, Canada

Who We Are
    We are an enthusiastic group of 
like-minded individuals from various 
backgrounds who share a passion 
for recreational aviation in Southern 
Alberta and we offer the chance to 
meet others who combine fun with 
learning.  www.eaahighr iver.org

WAYPOINTS
A Pilot and His Piper TriPacer

by Robert (Bob) L. Kelly

My interest in aviation was kindled at a young age 
during a unique journey at the time. I was born in 
Calgary and spent the early years of my life in Black 
Diamond, Alberta. When I was 10, my father went to 
Ecuador, South America, to work in 1944, and my 
mother joined him a year later while my brother and I 
stayed here and went to Strathcona 
School for boys. In the summer of 
1946, my younger brother (Fred 
who was 9) and I began our solo 
trek to visit our parents. We started 
by rail from Calgary to 
50Minneapolis, then to Chicago, 
and finally to New Orleans. From 
there we boarded a Panagra DC-3 
(Pan American-Grace Airways) to 
Merida Mexico, then South through 
Central America to Guayaquil 
Ecuador. The crew on the DC-3 
were very kind and took my brother 
and I into the cockpit to see the 
action. That started my life-long 
interest in aviation.

My dad worked for International 
Petroleum and afterwards was 
transferred to Peru and then 
Columbia. His company allowed my brother and I to 
visit my folks while we were in school. I made 13 trips 
in total traveling in different aircraft.

From 1950 to 1955, I went to Mount Royal College 
where Dennis May was a classmate of mine. Dennis 
was Wop Mayʼs son (Wop May is in the Canadian 
Aviation Hall of Fame) and he got his pilotʼs license in 
Air Cadets. He would take me flying with him in his 
Aeronca Champ which was my first exposure to small 
planes.

After high school, I roughnecked on drilling rigs and I 
tested gas wells in the Okotoks area (prior to the sulfur 
plant). Later I attended the University of Oklahoma 
and the Oklahoma Agricultural and Mechanical 
College in Stillwater. Then I worked for Halliburton Oil 
Well Cementing where I was known as the “Halliburton 
Vacationing Employee” as I worked out of Sarnia, 
Ontario on Lake Erie in the summer and returned to 

places like Canduff, SK to Fort Nelson, 
BC for the winter. Due to my experience 
working on offshore wells, I worked 
offshore Newfoundland, P.E.I, Hudson 
Bay, Vancouver Island and Trinidad.

When I was living in Victoria, BC, I 
frequently flew to Tofino Shellʼs Aero 
Commander 500U. It was at this time 
that I finally had the money to learn to 
fly. As my personal Canadian 
Centennial Project in 1967, I learned to 
fly in Cessna 150ʼs at Victoria Flying 
Services but ended up getting my 
private pilotʼs license in 1968. 

Like many renters, I found it difficult 
competing with student pilots to rent an 
airplane so I decided to purchase my 
own plane. I bought a 1958 Piper Tri-
Pacer CF -KFR in Calgary and asked 

my chief instructor to help me take it 
back to Victoria.  Instead he told me to pick my day 
and to fly in the early morning, so I did.

I flight planned to Castlegar, then on to Victoria, Pat 
Bay. When I contacted Castlegar radio they told me 
that they could only hear a ʻcarrier waveʼ  but no voice. 
Since there was no traffic, the tower told me to just 
“come on in”! After refueling, I went into the met office 
and the officer noticed I had flight planned into Pat 
Bay. Since Air Canada landed 

Continud on page 4
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March Speakers by Andrew Crocker

Soren Christiansen attended the Corsair ground school held in Ottawa. With his classmates, he toured the 
House of Commons, the Senate, the Museum of Civilization and took a private tour of the Aviation and 
Space Museum. Participants had access to the Corsair cockpit. Hugh Pawson and Paul Kissmann were 
actual carrier crew who explained the British modifications to the Corsair. 

Of particular interest:
• Corsair had responsive controls, a lot of power and an 11 to 1 kill ratio. 
• While British carriers used steel on their decks, Americans used wood. The Corsair had known hydraulic 

problems, and came with two superchargers. 
• The Corsair used 65 gallons per hour in fuel and one gallon per hour of oil.
• The propeller diameter was 14.5 feet.
• The gull wing is for propeller clearance.
• Hugh shared his mission experiences with the participants.

Springbank ATC Unit Operations Specialist Mike Anderson, who works at the Springbank tower, gave a 
talk that covered the following:
• Introduction and personal history of YBW
• New Springbank tower opened in 2001, replacing the original that was built in 1969
• ATC overview

• Clearance and instructions – what are they and what is the difference
• Airport and VFR control
• Airspace – Class C (with pictures)
• Airport layout – frequency and controller explanation (with pictures)
• Routine points from the CFS
• Emergencies – Bird strikes

Following his presentation, Mike answered questions.

Paul Gies gave a presentation on the AVRO Arrow replica currently being built at the Springbank airport by 
a group of volunteers. The group collects archives detailing the original AVRO, and they are currently 
building a .6 scale replica. This scale was chosen to meet the 5,000-pound maximum requirement and still 
have the ability to carry a man. 

The current design is for an 8,000-pound aircraft. The design took six years before building began. They 
started with a 1/5 scale to test the design, then created a 1/3 scale, which is hanging at the Calgary 
Aerospace Museum. They hold an open house the first Saturday of each month. So far, they have invested 
6,000 hours into this project. For every hour of building, four hours of engineering have taken place. For 
more information, go to www.avromuseum.com

See pictures off all three presentations on page four.
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60% scale AVRO Arrow replica

Soren attended the Corsair 
Ground School

Effect of bird strike on a helicopter

Mike Anderson 
from YYB ATC
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there and I now didnʼt have a radio, I was not allowed 
to land there. He asked me which airport was my 
alternate so I told him Butler-Holroyd airport and he 
sort of smiled and said “have a good trip and close 
your flight plan when you get to Victoria.” You see, 
when I was learning to fly, one of the owners of 
Butler-Holroyd airport told all the students that we 
were welcome to practice a few touch and goes there, 
so I did. I learned to land going up hill, to take off 
going down hill and to watch out for the gravel pit at 
the bottom! 

On my flight home, I called Pat Bay to close my flight 
plan. To my surprise they told me to telephone them 
when I wanted to come to Pat Bay to get my radio 
fixed. They said the tower would give me a light gun 
following NORDO procedures (no radio). 

In May 1969, Shell completed their 14 well project so 
I took KFR back to Calgary YYC and parked it at the 
Trans Air terminal while I went to Churchill, Manitoba 
to work on the Hudson Bay. In October 1969, I sold 
KFR in order to get married and unfortunately I 
havenʼt flown any time that I can log since. That isnʼt 
to say that I havenʼt flown since then, I just couldnʼt 
log my time in the all the Twin Otters, Cessna 185s on 
floats, Pilatus Porter and other aircraft that I flew in.

During my time with Halliburton, I was lucky to work 
and travelled from Vancouver Island to the Queen 
Charlottes to Newfoundland and from King Christian 
Island south to the amazon jungle. After my time with 
Halliburton I did consulting drilling and production 
suspension work for 24 years. Iʼve worked from 
Chetwynd, BC to Sarnia, ON and in Guyana (formally 

known as British Guiana, on the northern coast of 
South America) and Indonesia.

I am now retired but I remain an air show nut, having 
attended air shows in Namao Edmonton, Red Deer, 
Lethbridge, Abbotsford, Moose Jaw, Minot Airforce 
base (when the B52s were there), Arlington, 
Washington, and of course Oshkosh  for four times. I 
am a member of the EAA and Chapter 1410 High 
River.

After watching ʻWings Over Canadaʼ television 
program recently, I discovered that Butler-Holroyd 
airport is now only 500-600 feet in length (gravel has 
been removed from the pit at the end of the strip). 
The grass strip used to be over 1250 feet in length. I 
would imagine that the strip has closed since the 
program was made.

So what happened to my Piper TriPacer? With the 
help of the Internet, I have located KFR in Steinbach, 
Manitoba. It is now owned by an RCMP officer and it 
is being rebuilt by its current owner. Last summer on 
my way to Oshkosh, I was able to meet the owner 
and see the old plane again.

One other piece of information about me; I own the 
land that the Turner Valley NDB is on (SW quarter 
4-21-3W5)!

Continued from page 2
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How to Join 
Our Chapter
Attend our next chapter 
meeting. Ask for anyone and 
they will be pleased to help. All 
the required forms will be made 
available for you to fill out. You 
must be a current member of 
EAA International, so please 
have your EAA membership 
number. If you are not a 
member, you can join EAA at 
the meeting.

Contact us by post at 
EAA Chapter 1410
Box 5280, High River, Alberta 
T1V 1M4
Or by email at
eaahighriver@shaw.ca 

We can send you the 
registration forms if you like.
Contact Marv Fenrick (see the 
last page with the list of the 
executive).

FOR SALE
• SPOT GPS tracker for $120.00, in the box with all documentation. 
This includes 4 months of service with tracking ability and can be 
used immediately. Call Calvin at H 403 932-4325 or  leave message 
on Cell at 403 860-7582 or email at this email  
cbthorne@xplornet.com

• Acro Sport II Biplane project. $7,500.00. Tacked fuselage, wings 
ready to cover, fuel tank, wheels, brakes, plenty of spare hardware, 
tubing, aviation plywood, fittings, much more. Good starter project. 
Search for Acro Sport II Biplane project on calgary.kijiji.ca.

Please Update 
your web member 

profiles
On our web site, in the 
member’s section, there are 
many pictures and profiles that 
are quite dated (clecoed 
aluminum parts which are now 
beautiful flying machines).  The 
updates should be sent to Paul 
Gregory (eaahighriver@shaw.ca)  
Please supply:  Name, project 
or aircraft, facts about your 
project and area of aviation 
interest.

EAA SportAir Workshops are coming up.
April 16-17	
	
 Sheet metal basics
April 16-17	
	
 Electrical systems and avionics
April 23-24	
	
 Composite construction
May 14-15	
 	
 Annual inspection for homebuilts
May 14-15	
 	
 Test Flying your home built

Course fees are $300 for EAA members, $350 for non-
members. All courses are at the High River Regional 
airport. Email cgyrv@yahoo.com for more 
information.

Innovative Wings to hold a composites workshop
May 7 -8	
  The composites work shop is on. It will be 
at Innovative Wings at the Springbank airport, starting 
at 9AM. We will be doing an introduction to 
composites construction, covering areas such as 
fiberglas and carbon fiber cloth and vacuum bagging. 
If there is anything else that people want just let Shane 
know. It is $55 for RAA members to cover costs and 
$60 for non members.

Contact Don Rennie (drennie@hemisphere-eng.com) 

mailto:eaahighriver@shaw.ca
mailto:eaahighriver@shaw.ca
mailto:cbthorne@xplornet.com
mailto:cbthorne@xplornet.com
mailto:eaahighriver@shaw.ca
mailto:eaahighriver@shaw.ca
mailto:cgyrv@yahoo.com
mailto:cgyrv@yahoo.com
mailto:DRennie@hemisphere-eng.com
mailto:DRennie@hemisphere-eng.com


! ! 7

EAA1410 2011 Executive

President Derek Riphagen zuluangus@yahoo.ca

Vice President Donavon Bentz bentzd@shaw.ca

Treasurer Marvin Fenrich mdfen56@telus.net

Secretary Andrew Crocker anmcrock@telusplanet.net

Upcoming Flights and Events
April 13, 2011 Transport Canada Civil Aviation Enforcement. Presented by Bernard Sennyah of TC, at 
the Calgary Flying Club.

May 1st, 2011 Red Deer Annual Fly-In / Drive-In pancake breakfast. Visit www.reddeerflyingclub.org for 
details.

May 8, 2011 Sundre/COPA Flight 146 Sundre airport's 25th year will be honoured at the Mothers Day fly 
in breakfast from 8 a.m. to 12 noon. For more information please contact Mountain View Pilots and Flying 
Association/Sundre Flying Club President Bryce Schacher 403-556-1369, bryces@telus.net or Alf & 
Norma Bicknell 403-638-9001, anbic@telus.net

May 11, 2011 What it takes to be an airline Pilot. Presented by Ian Caldwell of WestJet, at the Calgary 
Flying Club.

June 8, 2011 Our very own Doc Adams. Brendan Adams, at the Calgary Flying Club.

May 14, 2011 Rocky Mountain House / COPA flight 166 For more information, please contact Alan 
Acker at 403- 845-0978 or email ala@ghgsolutionscorp.ca

June 11 – 23, 2011 Newfoundland ”Screech In” Kiss The Cod Pilgrimage: There is a sign-up sheet at 
the Calgary Flying Club. For more information, contact Johann at jvandermerwe@shaw.ca.

June 22, 2011 The 2011 Canadian Aviation History Society convention will take place in 
Edmonton, Alberta from Wed. 22 June  to Sun. 26 June  and will explore the theme 
“Edmonton: Gateway to the North.” Visit www.cahs.ca for full program details.

September 17, 2011 J3 Flyin Breakfast at Ron Janzen Aerodrome.

mailto:zuluangus@yahoo.ca
mailto:zuluangus@yahoo.ca
http://www.reddeerflyingclub.org
http://www.reddeerflyingclub.org
mailto:bryces@telus.net
mailto:bryces@telus.net
mailto:jvandermerwe@shaw.ca
mailto:jvandermerwe@shaw.ca
http://www.cahs.ca/
http://www.cahs.ca/

