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Newsletter of the EAA Chapter 1410
High River, Alberta, Canada

Who We Are
    We are an enthusiastic group of 
like-minded individuals from various 
backgrounds who share a passion 
for recreational aviation in Southern 
Alberta and we offer the chance to 
meet others who combine fun with 
learning.  www.eaahighr iver.org

WAYPOINTS

EAA1410 Chapter is 
moving to a new 

location
by Derek Riphagen

For many years Jack and Jean Dueck have provided 
the the Chapter with a place to meet using their hangar 
at the High River Airport.  As the Chapter has grown it 
has entailed shifting planes, tools and aircraft parts 
around to clear a space for the meeting.  In addition, 
Jack and Jean also provided use of their hangar to the 
Air Cadets, based in High River, for their meetings.  
When the Air Cadets began building their own facility, 
there was an understanding that if the EAA Chapter 

wanted to take advantage of it, the Air Cadets would 
be open to us using their facility for our meetings 
going forward.  The Air Cadets facility is earmarked 
for community use, ideally for groups with an aviation 
theme.  This aligned well for the EAA Chapter - an 
aircraft community active at the airport.
 
When to make the move has been a discussion point 
for many months between last year’s Chapter 
Executive and continuing into this year with Doug 
Eaglesham acting as the messenger between the 
Chapter and the Air Cadets.  The decision to move 
was predicated by two considerations: Was the Air 
Cadets facility ready to host events (insulated, power, 
furnishings, working toilets -reason enough for most 
of us! - and safe) and were we bursting out of the 
Dueck's hangar. 

  ... continued on pg 4

http://www.eaahighriver.org
http://www.eaahighriver.org
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Fast Building the Slow Build Kit. Troy Branch has 
gained the reputation of being a very efficient builder of 
aircraft.  He has built and flown an Avid Flyer, an RV 
9A and an RV 10.

At our February gathering, Troy Branch gave a talk on how to be an efficient 
builder. Here are the highlights of his presentation.

Heated Work Space. Hard to work when the material is too cold to pick up.

Work shop close to home or better yet at home. Working on the project for 
just 15 minutes may get you through a difficult spot so you can move forward at 
a faster pace the next day. You are still home with the family if it is in your 
garage.  (Might be a disadvantage for some people!!)

Commitment / Staying Focused. If you leave the project for too long, you will 
lose your momentum and it is difficult to get started again. Plan the project as a 
bunch of little projects so you are not always looking at how long until the end.

Planning. Reading on the internet or going through the instructions before 
working on the project will help in the shop to be more productive. Plan what 
you will be working on the day before.  Always look far enough ahead to get 
stuff ordered.  You will not be happy to find out a part you will need in 4 weeks 
is 16 weeks out.

Always ask for Help. If you are stuck or guessing, don’t be shy to call 
someone that can help.  It may also be a great 

motivator to hear that you were actually on the 
right track. If you need a helper for certain tasks, 
plan accordingly so you don’t rush yourself to get to 
the spot that needs the second set of hands.

The most important item of all is to have fun. If you are frustrated with one 
component put it aside and do something else or take a break then do something 
else. 
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... continued from pg 2

The Potluck dinner was a great opportunity to test the 
new facility and it worked really well.  Given the wind 
that evening, I am really thankful we didn't have to 
use Jack and Jean's hangar as their aircraft would have 
been outside and exposed to damage either from the 
wind or from flying debris - we picked up a 10 foot 
long piece of metal soffit flying around amongst the 
parked cars at the end of the evening.
 
The other thought that entered into the timing of the 
move was the fact that the Air Cadets are trying to 
make sure that their facility is being used.  If we, as a 
Chapter, didn't commit soon, we ran the risk that we 
may not be able to secure the first Thursday of every 
month for our meetings, as there was a strong 
likelihood that the slot may be taken by some other 
group. 
 
For all of us, there is an open request by the Air 
Cadets to help in the finishing of their hangar.  They 
have regular work meets and would welcome 
volunteers to help with drywalling or adding finishing 
touches.  I checked and they said even if we metal 
builders insisted that we put drywall screws in flush 
and spaced one inch apart on each drywall sheet they 
could live with that.  Please consider joining one of 
these work meets they have - many hands make light 
work and a soon finished facility.  As a Chapter 
benefitting from the facility it would be wonderful and 
i know greatly appreciated, if we showed up en mass 
and helped them out.

 
When all these factors were weighed it made sense to 
move now.  Jack and Jean were both supportive and 
encouraging the current Chapter executive to lock in 
the schedule with the Air Cadets sooner rather than 
later.  It also helped them out as those of you who 
were at the last meeting would have noticed that work 
is underway on the third aircraft in their hangar.  
Space was becoming a premium and clean up was 
taking them longer in preparation for the monthly 
meetings as all parts, tools etc had to be put away and 
then taken out again after the meeting.  On this point I 
would like, on behalf of all the Chapter members to 
convey a special thank you to Jean and Jack for being 
such gracious hosts over the years and for the time 
they have spent, that many of us may not have fully 
appreciated, shouldering the set up and clean up effort 
for our meetings. 
 
Jean has said she will continue coordinating the food 
and beverage logistics for the meetings.  Thank you 
Jean.  We are still working on a convenient approach 
for the drinks as we don't have easy access to the 
fridge in their hangar during the meetings.  We have a 
workable solution for the March meeting so hopefully 
no one will go thirsty and we have a few ideas for a 
longer term solution. 
 
 The Air Cadets’ hanger is the first hangar on the left 
as you turn into the airport and make the sharp turn 
left to head towards the Dueck hangar.
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How to Join 
Our Chapter
Attend our next chapter 
meeting. Ask for anyone and 
they will be pleased to help. All 
the required forms will be made 
available for you to fill out. You 
must be a current member of 
EAA International, so please 
have your EAA membership 
number. If you are not a 
member, you can join EAA at 
the meeting.

Contact us by post at 
EAA Chapter 1410
Box 5280, High River, Alberta 
T1V 1M4
Or by email at
eaahighriver@shaw.ca 

We can send you the 
registration forms if you like.
Contact Marv Fenrick (see the 
last page with the list of the 
executive).

FOR SALE
• SPOT GPS tracker for $120.00, in the box with all documentation. 
This includes 4 months of service with tracking ability and can be 
used immediately. Call Calvin at H 403 932-4325 or  leave message 
on Cell at 403 860-7582 or email at this email  
cbthorne@xplornet.com

• Acro Sport II Biplane project. $7,500.00. Tacked fuselage, wings 
ready to cover, fuel tank, wheels, brakes, plenty of spare hardware, 
tubing, aviation plywood, fittings, much more. Good starter project. 
Search for Acro Sport II Biplane project on calgary.kijiji.ca.

Please Update 
your web member 

profiles
On our web site, in the 
member’s section, there are 
many pictures and profiles that 
are quite dated (clecoed 
aluminum parts which are now 
beautiful flying machines).  The 
updates should be sent to Paul 
Gregory (eaahighriver@shaw.ca)  
Please supply:  Name, project 
or aircraft, facts about your 
project and area of aviation 
interest.

Chapter Pot Luck Report
We had about 30 attendees with lots of food and hangar flying.  
There were three presentations shared as part of the evening 
festivities. The theme was Journeys. Jack and Jean talked 
about the journey they shared building their RV9 together,  
Soren Christiansen gave a brief talk on his trip to Ottawa for 
the Corsair ground school and Scott Church shared pictures 
from his many trips around North America and included some 
pictures taken on Saturday that he had received from Lars who 
was flying around the fjords of Norway.

The wind certainly tested the strength and stability of the 
hangars at the airport.  With some of the bits of metal flying 
around, hangars likely experienced some damage.  A thank 
you should also be extended to Kent Barlow and his wife who 
shouldered the lion's share of the work, making the event the 
success that it was. Jeff Seaborn and his wife provided extra 
arms and legs on Saturday afternoon helping with the set up of 
the tables.  

mailto:eaahighriver@shaw.ca
mailto:eaahighriver@shaw.ca
mailto:cbthorne@xplornet.com
mailto:cbthorne@xplornet.com
mailto:eaahighriver@shaw.ca
mailto:eaahighriver@shaw.ca
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EAA1410 2011 Executive

President Derek Riphagen zuluangus@yahoo.ca

Vice President Donavon Bentz bentzd@shaw.ca

Treasurer Marvin Fenrich mdfen56@telus.net

Secretary Andrew Crocker anmcrock@telusplanet.net

Upcoming Flights and Events
March 5 - 6th, 2011 Lac La Biche  Second Annual Ice Pilots LLB Event. Fuel and plug-ins will be 
available.

March 6, 2011 Baja trip planning. For more information, contact Ken Umbach, ken.umbach@shaw.ca

March 9, 2011 Pre Inspection and Importing Aircraft. Presented by Peter Verhesen, at the Calgary 
Flying Club.

April 13, 2011 Transport Canada Civil Aviation Enforcement. Presented by Bernard Sennyah of TC, at 
the Calgary Flying Club.

May 11, 2011 What it takes to be an airline Pilot. Presented by Ian Caldwell of WestJet, at the Calgary 
Flying Club.

June 8, 2011 Our very own Doc Adams. Brendan Adams, at the Calgary Flying Club.

June 11 – 23, 2011 Newfoundland ”Screech In” Kiss The Cod Pilgrimage: There is a sign-up sheet at 
the Calgary Flying Club. For more information, contact Johann at jvandermerwe@shaw.ca.

March 29, 2011 - Sun N Fun in Lakeland Sun N Fun in Lakeland, Florida, runs from the 29th of March to 
the 3rd of April. So how about joining in a trip leaving Calgary on Saturday, 26th of March. Depending on 
weather, there will be two overnight stops on route. If you are interested, please drop me, Phil Wadsworth, 
an email, gr8flyer@shaw.ca .

September 17, 2011 J3 Flyin Breakfast at Ron Janzen Aerodrome.

mailto:zuluangus@yahoo.ca
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