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Happy 4 of July

Hello Flight Enthusiasts!

This year has definitely been challenging if
nothing else. We have been making up for lost time
since getting our baby (Cessna) back. Flew down to
Oceanside a couple of times to visit with friends.
Then we flew to Solvang for the day which was just

Bonnie Gottschalk  |ovely. Lots to see and everyone in masks so safe.

foleqr Flight was calm and quite speedy.

Our trip to AZ and visiting the grandchildren there was postponed due to
COVID but hopefully next month | will be able to report we saw them.

The meetings have been moved to the EAA Hangar for safe distancing.
Please wear masks for those who feel uncomfortable when people are not
wearing them. \We want everyone to come see the presentations without
fear of becoming ill, and unless you are physically unable to wear one we
would appreciate your cooperation in wearing one for them. Also, we can
not provide food or beverages but feel free to bring your own.

As usual Linton Wollen's presentation on past Fly-Ins at Merced Airport
was both informative and fun. We appreciate him sharing his knowledge of
the local area events past and present. Thank you Mr. Wollen!

This month’s presentation is special to me as John and my father-in-law
are the facilitators. The Gottschalk Flight Center was a big part of the
Valley’s General Aviation from the late 50°s to the mid 80’s, which was not
big in computer technology so this presentation will not be found on any
internet site. | hope you can all attend for this bit of Valley Aviation history. |
anticipate seeing you there. Until then, may all your journeys be safe & all
your touchdowns be smooth.

Bonnie G.



President’s Post

July 11, 2020

oo Gateway EAA Chapter 1401
: 8:30 AM HANGAR 10
Mike BOue Merced Regional Airport

EAA General Meeting
Presentation: History of the Gottschalk Flight Centers

Please wear face masks
No food or drink will be served

Regional Airport Advisory Board Meeting

A meeting is being scheduled for 7:00PM July 215t at
city hall. This meeting may be of interest to all
Merced Airport tenants. The government is providing
a $3 Million grant for airport improvements.

Regretfully your EAA Board has voted to eliminate
the Young Eagles Event Scheduled for this year,
because of the Corona virus .

Board meeting
July 30t 7PM
Bodine residence
2519 Seabreeze Ct.
Merced

Mike Bodine




2020 Gateway EAA
Meeting Schediule

Board General | Meeting Meeting
Meetings | Meetings | Location Agenda and Activity
ety Merced Aircraft Display and Social
July 2 g - Airport KMCE Gottschalk Flight Centers
Hangar 10 CK & John Gottschalk
Merced
July 30 Aug 8 Airport KMCE Aircraft Display and Social
Hangar 10
Merced
Sept 3 Sept12 | Airport KMCE Aircraft Display and Social
Hangar 10
Gateway . 2 v
ey Oct 10 Comniknity Aircraft Display and Social
Church
Gateway J 1 .
Nov & Nov 14 Community Aircraft Display and Social
Church
Dec 3 Dec 12 Bodine’s Chapter Christmas party

Regrettably, the EAA Board hasvotec

to eliminate the
Young Eagles Event Scheduled
for this year, due to COVID-19

and the necessity of social distancing



CRIAPTER EVENTS

MERCER PILOTS ASSOCIATION

OSININNNUAL

ﬁ‘ AIR SHOW (Sat.&,Sun.)

ﬁ, Antique < Experimental

Aircraft on Display

Radio Frequencies
121.0 Tower
121.8 Ground
I14.2 VOR (Monitor Merced VOR for ATIS)
Aircraft WITHOUT RADIO Welcome!

For More Information
Write M.P.A. PO Box 23/2

erce. CA. 95344 or call 09- 72) _3’45
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& Jet Rides
much more!

EVERYONE WELCOME! "
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s Ofticers

reception the

aft judging
ond day. The
s banquet is

John Dole, static display Ken
Crow, Bob Austin and Carroll
Bracy, aircraft parking Cal
Chaney, fly-by; Lee Ward, Sput i
landing; Ed Wheeler dnt \
George Fuller, sately Wendell §
Olson, accounting, and Wayrn
Irwin, concession \
. 1
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Stimson Sentinels — doughty

B ot 8> sather
sempemdimg B & gueng airkifted mail, dusted crops (and still do),
introduced
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bumis — wintege aphemes

that intro-  thowsands of young men to the grim task

dineed the pheae “Bying by the seat of of defending their country in the skies

theee decades ago.

Many of these aficionados will be
beading for Watsonville for the Memo-
rizl Day weekend. More than 400 early
bivd collectors will descend on the air-
port there near Highway 1 for the 11th

“It started small,” recalls Vernon L.
30 planes came in as a
the Merced fiy-in. This




EXPERIMENTAL
~ AIRCRAFT DISPLAYS \




Lift Your Spirits

Why does the Statue of Liberty
stand in New York Harbor?

Frosty's July 4th Barbecue

Teacher: More than 200 years
ago, our forefathers defeated the
British in the Revolutionary War.
Student: Wow! They must have
been pretty strong, four men
defeating a whole army!

Teacher: Tommy, can you tell us
where the Declaration of
Independence was signed?
Tommy: Yes, ma’am. At the
bottom.

What’s red, white and blue?
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Our flag, of course. Nope, an unhappy candy cane.



A BIT OF HISTORY

Douglas Ruby
American Champion Aircraft

Doug worked for the Flight Center
/ from age 14-17, sweeping

’ hangers, washing airplanes, and
cleaning up the FBO to earn his flight time. His
primary instructor was Clayton (C.K.) Gottschalk.

Champion Citabria 7ECA N5146T - With a young
(16 or 17 yr old) pilot. This airplane was
purchased new in 1966 by Gottschalk Flight
Service in Modesto, CA. (photo shared on
Facebook with CK Gottschalk)



Remembrances of Former
Gottschalk Flight Center
Pilots and Students

Jo Titus
“You never forget the first plane you learned to fly in. Mine was a

Cessna 172 Tail # 89V. It was a kind of old model and was in need
of an upgrade but probably too expensive to make it worth CK’s
wile. Anyway one day | came back to check out that old Cessna
and it was gone. When | asked CK what had happened to it he
said he had sold it. | waited awhile to see if the person he sold it
to would refurbish it and | would see it at the airport again but no
luck. Finally | bugged CK to let me know who he sold it to. CK
finally caved and informed me that he had sold it to Hollywood
and they were going to use it as a prop in a movie. Unfortunately
they had crashed it into a mountain before doing so. “

“Harry Sham airport manager and namesake shared office space
with the Flight Center was in a partitioned office that did not go
entirely to the ceiling and he and some friends who would come
and play gin rummy. They would forget that the partition did not go
to the ceiling and they would just be cussing away. Not thinking
about the woman in the other part of the building. We would just
laugh it off though.”

CK Gottschalk

“After moving from Ml in 1951, Dad had a Stinson from his "fleet"
flown out to Modesto by one of his managers/instructors. He flew it
once...then sold it. A few years later he bought a Piper Super Cruiser,
N2392M.

“Mother flew; she flew at the urging of Dad. Dad had pushed Mother
ahead of him, so she got more pay (from the military) because she had
more certificates."



Pat's Memories

Cross-country Flight with Roberta Gottschalk was to a Cessna factory
in Wichita, KS to pick up a new plane. They took off to test flight the
plane; they felt a severe vibration and had to go back. They found a
road with a housing area with a pond in the middle but it was the wrong
landing strip so they had to make another attempt to find the correct
flight line. There was a AFB almost on top of the airport along with
several other airports so it was a bit of a task to find the right one. They
had to fly 300 feet above ground to get to the pattern to stay out of

the way of the AF jets. She went back up with the mechanic and he verified the vibration was a
problem. It turned out to be a step that was there with a handle and the handle was touching the
cowling so he had to shave the cowling so it would not touch the handle. Before this time they did
not have steps on the Cessna 182 so they were not aware of this being a problem.

They headed out and landed in a small Texas town where they had to find a ride into town. The
phone booth was broken and there were no cell phones. They luckily found a man in a hanger and
he gave them a ride. They spent the night in a motel where they put chairs in front of the door for
their safety. They were a bit nervous being two women alone in a strange town in a small motel.

The next day they were trying to fly home but could not make it over the Sierras due to huge
thunderstorms and had to turn back to Foxx Field at Lancaster where, as usual they were greeted by
strong, strong winds. So spent the night at a better hotel, no chairs this time.

Next morning they flew home to Modesto.

D &lw‘] % Palms to Pines Race went from Santa Monica to Sun
Valley or Bend, OR with a timing stop in Modesto or
Merced and an overnight one at Red Bluff. Pat flew it with
her sister, Judy Newman. It was a timed race. No GPS at

DUN@& that time so it was all Pilot skills. Sixty-three airplanes were
= AIR BACE = in the race was an amazing flight.

“Roberta was a good spot landing pilot.” Very accurate. Pat said. Roberta flew the Palms
to Pines race as well but Pat could not recall with whom.

Once she received a check from Emily Gottschalk near elections time and was unable to cash it
because Emily had written it out to Patricia Carter. Pat said she must have been watching the
Election on the news while she was making out the payroll.
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https://www.planeandpilotmag.com/news/the-latest/2020/07/02/fridays-just-the-facts-roundup-of-aviation-news-week-of-june27-2020/
https://www.planeandpilotmag.com/news/pilot-talk/2020/07/01/stranded-cessna-150-tries-to-take-off-from-sandbar/

Photos & Videos

CLICK BLUE HYPERLINKS TO SEE VIDEO’S

Helicopter in Merced Taking off



https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=usAQQjGJ6zE&list=PLwsC9p-56MzWpybFSdMi9UghalpmvFEOG&index=1
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=f8oxivE4H1s&list=PLwsC9p-56MzWpybFSdMi9UghalpmvFEOG&index=2
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=f8oxivE4H1s&list=PLwsC9p-56MzWpybFSdMi9UghalpmvFEOG&index=2

ADVERTISEMENTS

Click on blue titles to get to webpage

EAA Events
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Castle Air Museum “Mmmmmmmm...ts
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http://qgatewayaircenter.com/

NE COUNTRY CAB &
WINE

805transportationandwinetours.com

CarLor Text:  805-769-TAXI(8294)
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THE SPRRTT OF AVIATION

Audio speakers and a broadband internet connection are required to participate in the webinars.
Visit the webinars page for more information about EAA's webinars.

EAA Webinars Schedule - Register Now!



http://www.gatewayaircenter.com/index.htm
http://www.mmsend2.com/link.cfm?r=193187854&sid=14521458&m=1446436&u=ExAA2&j=6180069&s=http://www.EAA.org/webinars/
https://www.eaa.org/eaa/news-and-publications/eaa-webinars?mkt_tok=eyJpIjoiWkRaa01EUm1PREprWldSaiIsInQiOiJJaWRrQWtwYkIwN0VyVzEwTjF0WUlLbE5PbWU2YzY5NDc1dGVkMHcxN25ZRDBrdzhQQ2JyRUpQOXBFcUdqL045QnRxR3lGL1FPZkRU
http://gatewayaircenter.com/
http://www.eaa.org/en/eaa/events
https://www.castleairmuseum.org/

