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Remembering member Bud Stratton

Morris "Bud" Stratton
Aug. 18, 1923 - Jan. 6, 2022

EUREKA - Morris "Bud" Stratton,
98, of Eureka, IL passed away
peacefully on January 6, 2022.

Bud was born on August 18, 1923
to Marjorie Moffet and Art
Stratton of Toluca, IL. He
graduated from Toluca High
School and was drafted to the
Army Airforce and served in the
Philippines as a Radio Operator
until 1945. Bud flew 41 missions
in WWII and was awarded the Air

Medal and Oak Leaf Cluster for
meritorious achievement. After
his honorable service he returned
home and married the love of his
life, Renee Moreschi, of Toluca on
September 22, 1948 at St. Ann's
Catholic Church, Toluca.

He is survived by his two
daughters: Donna (Mike) Reese of
Eureka, IL and Morene Christman
of Champaign, IL; three
grandchildren: Andrew (Becky)
Reese, Megan (Daniel) Martin and
Vincent Christman; and was a
Pawpaw to six great-
grandchildren. He was preceded
in death by his parents and his
siblings Bill Stratton and Grace
Thompson.

Bud was employed by Honeywell
in service and sales for 22 years
and belonged to the Steamfitters
Local 353, Peoria, IL. In 1968 they
moved to Normal, IL and he
became the Director of Building
and Grounds for the Illinois

Agriculture Association and he
retired in 1987. He moved to
Maple Lawn in Eureka, IL in 2014.
Bud was very patriotic, flying the
American Flag daily at his home
and contributing to the American
Legion Post #440, Toluca. He was
a lifetime member of the 500th
Bomb Squadron Association.

Bud enjoyed the outdoors and
was a pheasant and duck hunter
as well as fisherman. He hunted
deer with bow, shotgun, and
mussel loader until the age of 94.
He was a member of the Loyal
Order of the Moose #745,
Bloomington. He pursued getting
his pilot's license after retirement
and enjoyed flying small planes
as well as restoring three planes.
He would often fly to Oshkosh,
WI for the International Fly-Ins.

~See Bud Stratton Page 2

You Have Information January!

January Membership Meeting

Thursday. January 20 at 6:00 PM

Member’s soups will be the main
course. Please bring a dish to pass.

Join us for some hangar flying and
we will watch the January Chapter
Video with news from HQ from
Charlie Becker and Jack Pelton

It’s beginning to feel like winter-
bring your favorite soup recipe to
share!
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Looking at 2022

I find myself feeling a little
deja vu again this year as
we begin to plan events for
2022. The uncertainty
looming in the room over
what we can accomplish
this year is smothering. In
spite of that, we are moving
ahead with planning events
and will proceed as though
all will be well. We must.
We are working on a
schedule for Young Eagle
events, coordinating with
our local chapters 29 and
1642. We have already
booked the Tri-Motor at BMI
for mid June thanks to the
efforts of Captain Bill
Thacker. Our STEM
coordinator, Wayne Aldrich

has developed a good
starting list of opportunities
to help bring an aviation
experience to our kids. All
of these efforts/events
support our charter of
bringing aviation to our
community.

Other planning involves
support for our builders,
fundraising and chapter
activities for our members.
Above all, the health and
safety of our membership is
paramount as we navigate
through another uncertain
year. Stay tuned.
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Bud Stratton from Page 1

He won "Best in Show" Aviation Award in 1989.
Bud was also a
member of the
Experimental Aircraft
Association #129.

LINCOLy
,go': FLIGHT
7

'

He will be laid to rest
next to his loving
wife, Renee at St.
Ann's Cemetery,
Toluca, IL with
military rites. In lieu
of flowers, memorials
may be made to the
American Legion Post
#440 of Toluca, IL, the Experimental Aircraft
Association Chapter #129 in Bloomington, IL or
the Land of Lincoln Honor Flight.

Builders Update

Jim Hazen provided some update pictures of his Legal Eagle
project showing the completion of the perimeter tape on the
tail feathers (looks like he
has moved to the living room
for the winter). Also shown
is the fuel tank constructed
by Mark Langley, carefully
fitted into the wing assembly.

CHAPTER 129
BLOOMINGTON-NORMAL, ILLINOIS




Tidbits and Winter Reading

LEARN. BUILD. FLY.

E,ﬁ) Homebuilders Week
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Register to attend our second-annual EAA Homebuilders Week online event on
January 24-28, 2022! The full schedule of events is detailed below, where you can
click the presentation title to register.

EAA's second week-long online event covering a
wide range of topics for the homebuilder January
24-28. Topics covered include workshops on sheet
metal, welding, and wood; aircraft designs from a
variety of industry leaders; part selection when
building; buying secondhand; and more.

Find out more at: https://www.eaa.org/eaa/aircraft-
building/homebuilders-week/

Chapter Video Magazine

December 2021

Get EAA HQ insights from Jack Pelton and Charlie
Becker in their monthly Chapter Video Magazine
editions. Find them at: http://http://
eaa.brightcovegallery.com/chapters/category/videos/
feature-video-collection_ A1QV5s-xiDytAs

HAPTER 129

BLOOMINGTON-NORMAL, ILLINOIS

V Webmars

INTERACTIVE | EDUCATIONAL | MOBILE

There are a number of EAA Webinars at:

https://www.eaa.org/eaa/news-and-publications/
eaa-webinars?
mkt_tok=OTEwWLVNFVSOwNzMAAAGBEK1QcSh
EKKi2Tn48gCDmjo24wTs3ehZrKkq9F-281N1Vyc
ZKaUCpDd_9J3Pm8uhGWijpKatfgkKYUZQk8Uleu
AUUS1ANL_1smgGD30oPT0el4k

Learn Aircraft Building Skills in Two Days
Oshkosh, Wisconsin | January 22-23, 2022

If you're ready to build or restore an aircraf, join us for an EAA SportAir Werkshop!

Save time, money, and frustration by leaming prooer tachnigues right from the start,
taught dy exg and acec i pre Coursas fill up tast — secure
your seat today!

Sheel Metal

Learn all aspects of sheet meta work with lecture, wo detaled
projects, and lots of hands-on practice using the special todls and
techniques used to build a sh2et metal zircraft. Enroll now >

Fabric Covering
Cover a wing cection from start to finich. We'll go over surface

2] prep, nstalling the faoric, coatings, rib stitching, finish, and painting
and detail repeir technigues. Enroll now »

See the schedule at: https://www.eaa.org/eaa/
aircraft-building/eaa-sportair-workshops/eaa-

sportair-workshop-schedule
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EAA's The Green Dot — A

A podcast for those who fly for the love of it or are
TH E G RE E N simply fascinated by the world of flight. The Green

Dot features EAA news, general aviation topics,
history, personal experiences from the hosts and a
variety of guests, and anything fun, interesting, or
cool in and around the world of flight.https://

www.eaa.org/eaa/news-and-publications/eaa-
news-and-aviation-news/eaa-the-green-dot-

podcast

Looking for some
aviation entertainment
on that long drive or a
snowy winter’s day?
Check out EAA's “The
Green Dot” Podcasts.

EAA's The Green Dot — NAS

2022 Annual Dues Wanted
Yep, it’s that time of year again. Our Your stories, events, travel
chapter relies on our dues to pay for adventures, builder updates for our
our EAA corporate insurance and next issue of The Flypaper.
fees. Please get your annual $30 Email them to:
fee to me at your convenience. ‘ cmbates50@gmail.com k
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) Cooks Needed! -
Join us at the EAA Chapter 129 hangar for
our Gathering of Eagles breakfasts Saturday | Chapter 129 Members, Please
mornings 7:00 am to sign up to help with our Saturday u

9:00 am for some
great food and some
hangar flying at its

breakfasts. The sign up sheet is
on the counter.

Chapter 129 Officers

best. Charlie Bates-President, Treas
Jason Jording-VP
o Josh Andracki-Sec'’y, Social Media
CHAPTER 129 Ben Schneider-Board Member
BLOOMINGTON-NORMAL, ILLINOIS Don O’'Neall-Board Member

David Pfister-Board Member

Rachel Henderson-Young Eagles Coord
George Wilts-Tech. Counselor

Mike Todd-Web Editor
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