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         You Have Information August!

August Membership Meeting

Thursday, Aug 19 at 6:00 PM 


Our August meeting  will feature burgers, dogs 
and brats.  Bring a dish to pass.


At 7:00 PM, Laura Doornbos will be our speaker 
showcasing her trip to South Dakota for the 

Ladies Love Taildraggers event.


- By Rachel Henderson - Chapter 129 YE Coordinator


There has been no shortage of aviation events this past 
month with the largest airshow gathering in Oshkosh the 

most successful.  I know I had 
a wonderful time from the 
m o m e n t I a r r i v e d t o 
Airventure on the Saturday 
before the official start date 
until departing.  Who else is 
ready for Oshkosh 2022?  I 
know I am!


As for local events, Ch 29 
and 129 worked together to 
provide rides during the 
annual Boy Scout Jamboree 
held in Rantoul the first 

weekend of August.  Typically, this is a weekend long 
camping event for the boy scouts with flights offered 
Saturday morning until noon.  This year, the jamboree 
was a one day event and looked to have a fewer 
number of participants than in years past.  Despite the 
size of the event, we were able to fly approximately 80 
young eagles with 6 volunteer pilots and a very limited 
number of ground crew. It was a long, hot and busy day 
but I am sure we created several future pilots. Of all 
volunteers, both ground crew and pilots, there were only 
3 of us that hadn’t had a flight all day.  Jeff, a Cessna 
Citation pilot there with his son and a few other scouts, 
offered the 3 of us a ride in his citation. 


See Young Eagles Page 3

July Member Meeting - Airventure

Thanks again to the Dornboos family for hosting 
Chapter 129’s July Membership meeting at 
Airventure.  Our dinner was delayed from the 
traditional Wednesday night gathering to coincide 
with the night airshow which was postponed to 
Thursday due to 
s u s p e c t e d 
weather.  The 
wea the r d i dn ’ t 
s h o w u p u n t i l 
about 11:00 PM 
but came with a 
f u r y f e a t u r i n g 
heavy rains and 
30+ MPH winds.  


See Oshkosh Page 4

Young Eagles



Ladies Love Traildraggers!

Vintage in Review at 
Oshkosh Airventure July 29th


 - by Laura Doornbos


 

Oshkosh is always an amazing 
time and always has a special 
place in my heart. In June, I 
participated in a fly-out to 
South Dakota with Ladies Love 
Taildraggers (LLT). This group 
is all about women flying but 
more specifically encouraging 
and celebrating women who fly 
taildraggers (conventional 
landing gear.) The group has 
about 2000 plus members. 
Each year, LLT organizes a fly-
out so members can mingle 
and fly! All are welcome and 
even aircraft that have a nose 
wheel.  Dad (Keith Doornbos) 
and I had recently gotten the 
Cessna 170  back in the air 
and my first mission 
was to attend one of 

these Ladies Love Taildraggers 
fly outs!  The fly out started in 
Mitchell, SD and ended in 
Spearfish, SD. We had various 
stops along the way. There 
were about 48 of us and 26 
aircraft that flew in. Aircraft 
ranged from a couple of 
Cessna 180’s, Cessna 195, 
Maule, Tay lorcraf t , RV7, 
Decathlon and a SuperCub to 
name a few. While there, our 
president of the organization, 
Judy Birchler was in charge of 
finding a few pilots and vintage 
aircraft that would be flying 
their airplanes into Oshkosh.  
Th i s yea r t ha t i nc luded 
Lor ianne Ru Lon Morr is 
(Cessna 140), Valarie Thal-
Slocum (Cessna 195), and 
myself (Cessna 170). The 
three of us were asked to be 
part of the Vintage in Review- 
Ladies Day at the Vintage 
Aircraft Circle during the week 
of Oshkosh. Such an incredible 
honor! We each had our 
aircraft on display at the circle 
from Wednesday to Thursday. 
The actual presentation was 
on Thursday, July 29th. During 
the presentation we were 
asked to talk about our vintage 
a i rcraf t and share some 
p e r s p e c t i v e o n f l y i n g 
ta i ldraggers. One of the 
aspects of the organization 
that is important to us, is 
supporting other woman who 
f l y b u t w e a l s o o f f e r 
scholarships for tailwheel 

endorsements.  As a side note, 
we are pretty easy to spot 
anymore, keep your eye out for 
a pair of high heels on the 
cowling. That means a woman 
flew that taildragger in. Overall, 
the vintage in review was an 
incredible  opportunity to talk 
about some amazing planes 
and getting to meet people 
who share the same love for 
aviation.


 

If you are interested in hearing 
more about the Ladies Love 
Taildraggers fly-out, come out 
t o t he EAA mee t i ng on 
Thursday, Aug 19th. I will be 
sharing more about my trip! 


~ Laura Doornbos
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Young Eagles Cont from Page 1


Dave Claxon, Joshua Manzella, 
and I eagerly accepted this 
opportunity and buzzed the 
clouds at 5,000 feet for about 30 
minutes.  It was an amazing 
experience we will remember for 
years to come. Thank you to all 
the volunteers that made this a 
success.  Be sure to look for this 
same event next August.

 

Upcoming August events:


14: Ch 29 Meeting to view warbirds at Danville 
Airport at 10 AM


14 & 15: Decatur to host Free Airshow to celebrate  
its 75th anniversary 


21: (rain date 28): Ch129 Bloomington is 
hosting a Young Eagle event at the Synergy 
North hangar

22: Poplar Grove Airport C77 49th fly-in


29: Shumway airport lunch


~ Rachel Henderson


YE Coordinator, Chapters 29 & 129

Young Eagles flights at the Boy Scout 
Jamboree at Rantoul



Oshkosh (cont)
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Some member photos 
from Airventure 2021
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Charlie


Local Fly-In Events

Wanted

Your stories, events, travel adventures, 
builder updates for our next issue of      
The Flypaper.  


Email them to:  cmbates50@gmail.com
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Join us at the EAA Chapter 129 hangar for 
our Gathering of Eagles breakfasts Saturday 
mornings 7:00 am 
to 9:00 am for 
some great food 
and some hangar 
flying at its best.

Chapter 129 Officers

Charlie Bates-President, Treas

Jason Jording-VP

Josh Andracki-Sec’y, Social Media

Ben Schneider-Board Member

Don O’Neall-Board Member

David Pfister-Board Member

Rachel Henderson-Young Eagles Coord

George Wilts-Tech. Counselor

Mike Todd-Web Editor


President’s


Corner
Charlie


 Bates

Chapter 129 Moving 
Ahead


After a near shut-down of  all 
activit ies in 2020, 2021 is 
shaping up to be a busy year as 
we recover from the pandemic.


Our YE Coordinator, Rachel 
Henderson has been busy with 
YE events this summer, most 
recently last weekend, taking 80 
scouts for rides. 


Our June 12 Young Eagles rally 
was a huge success by all 
measures and we will host our 
second YE event on August 21.  
Watch for opportuni t ies to 
volunteer.   Thanks again to 
BNAA Operations for helping 
push the paperwork through on 
short notice and to Synergy 
Flight Center for offering the use 
of their big hangar for the third 

time this year.  This venue offers 
a great experience for the 
parents and YE kids.  Also want 
to recognize our friends at the 
Prairie Aviation Museum for their 
volunteer support and the use of 
t h e i r t a b l e s , c h a i r s a n d 
stanchions for our events.  Our 
success is dependent on all of 
these groups working together.


With the facilities at BMI planning 
to open up for visitors again soon 
(Tower, OSF, Fire Department, 
etc) we are looking again into 
planning a STEM program for our 
Chapter.  As you may recall, we 
had planned events for 80 high 
school students in April of 2020 
for a Day at the Airport which 
was cancelled.   Member Wayne 
Aldrich has offered to help plan 
our STEM events in preparation 
for things opening up.


Our Saturday morning gatherings 
are well attended and we are in 
need of cooks to help fill in for 
the current staff.  Just signing up 

once a month would be a big 
help.


Oshkosh was a big hit, I spotted 
15+ chapter members there 
during my short, 2 day visit.  It 
was great to see member Laura 
Doornbos with her 170 at the 
V i n t a g e A i r c r a f t C i r c l e , 
representing the ‘Ladies Love 
Taildraggers’ group.  She will be 
speaking at our meeting on the 
19th to showcase her LLT trip to 
North Dakota this summer.  


It feels good to have all these 
act iv i t ies goin on and the 
collaboration of the various 
groups on the field as we are 
again able to do our work to 
promote aviation.  


~ Charlie

Saturday Gathering of Eagles

Cooks Needed!  

Chapter 129 Members, 
Think about signing up 
for a Saturday morning 
turn on the cooktop to 
support our weekly 
Gathering of Eagles 
event.  The sign up sheet is on the counter.


