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To Buy or Rent a Aircraft?   
By Andrea McGilvray 

Who in the world ever thought (not me) that I 

would be giving advice on buying a airplane.  If 

you had asked me 6 years ago, I would of thought 

you were smoking something funny, but here I 

am.  AND This is not the whole story, but so far 

what I have learned.  I have lots more to learn 

too! 

So far I have owned 6 aircraft and each one has 

taught me things to look for. With more research 

and continued research, this list of what to look for 

will grow, but here are a few things that you may 

whan to look for before hiring a professional when 

buying an airplane.  Also what to get together and be 

ready to provide a potential buyer.  It is less stressful 

for both sides if all the information is available. 

Rent:  PRO you do not need to pay for unexpected 

repairs or updates. 

Con Rent = You get what they give you. 

Buy as a single owner:  You don’t have to schedule 

with anyone and as long as the aircraft is kept in 

good condition, you can go and fly anytime you 

want.  BUT it has to be flown on a regular basis.  The 

cost/vs renting comes into how much you need your 

own aircraft and if you have the means to fix when 

something does break. The cost of annuals, and new 

AD’s issued from the FAA.  Some are not cheap! 

Multi-owner/club ownership:  That has also great 

advantages, is in between owning it outright and 

renting it.  You will have to book it, and if something 

goes wrong, you will have to have the funds to fix it 

(your share) but what happens if one partner does 

not have the money to pay for the repairs?  AND 

what if one or a few folks always fly it and you are 

not fast enough to book it?  GET to know the other 

owners and make sure this type of partnership is 

good for you and them.   

So what do you look for when you are buying a 

airplane. 

What is the purpose of the airplane? What does it 

need to do for you and why do you want it? Play or 

go and get there?   

1. Fly for breakfast/FUN 

2. Be fully instrument rated and get you when 

you need to get there?  CAUTION!  Are you 

ok to fly it in those conditions?  IFR aircraft 

have more inspections vs a VFR airplane. 

3. OR somewhere in between? 

(Continued on page 4) 

Founded in 1957 

Pancake Breakfast & Fly-In. 

https://www.eaa.org/eaa
https://eaa35.org/
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President’s Cockpit 

It’s been an action-packed month.  Last 

meeting reminded me of a good Dr. Suess 

story with lots of interesting visitors, in-

cluding 3 pilots named Ben from Bulverde.  

A big thankyou to Ryan Newman of our 

local FSDO for an educational and humor-

ous presentation on air-

space.  

The next weekend was even better with a gaggle 

(OK, just 3) of Light Sport Airplanes descending 

on the BBQ capital of Texas, Lockhart (50R), for 

an impromptu interview with airport manager, 

Tom, who offered us the courtesy car, or his truck, 

to sample the local fare.  We opted instead for the 

free bottled water and copies of the 2021 Texas 

Airport Directory. There are 394 airports listed; 

gotta love Texas 

for aviation. We had a great discus-

sion about Burt Rutan, among other 

things, and it didn’t cost a cent.  The 

flight back saw us dodging a pop-up 

rain shower which gave the grass 

around our airpark a respite from the 

heat. 

  The next 

day I was 

privileged 

to give one 

of our visi-

tors from the previous chapter gathering 

an Eagle ride.  Angelica is a USAFA grad 

and schoolteacher whose husband is train-

ing at Randolph AFB.  She comes from a 

family of flyers and is interested in learning to fly herself.  After talk-

ing about the plane, doing a walk around and reviewing our route on 

a sectional, we had a serene Sunday morning aerial tour of Lake Me-

dina and environs.  Eagle flights are like Young Eagle flights but 

have a more defined role for you as a “mentor pilot.”  In fact, the kit 

even includes a patch with a (scowling?-maybe we should have 

scowled for the photo) eagle so you can brag about your role.  After 

the flight we re-

viewed possible next 

steps in her journey.  

I expect her to prac-

tice a landing or two 

at 8T8 with an 

instructor soon.   

  I look forward to 

seeing you at our 

pancake breakfast 

gathering and two 

weeks later, at our 

October Young 

Eagle rally.  More 

to follow.  

Fly Safe,  Darren Medlin  

PRESIDENTS COCKPIT                     DARREN MEDLIN 

Cruise Directors Notes 

October is Fly-In season!  We will hold a Fly-In pancake breakfast 

October 9th.  Bring your planes, fill the flightline and tell your 

friends.  Plan on being there a little early to help.  We’ll start serving 

sometime around 0900.   

WAIT THERE’s MORE! At 10:00 Ryan Newman, our FAAST Team 

representative and Chapter member will discuss the FAA’s awards 

programs and then will award the coveted Wright Brothers’ Master 

Pilot Award to our own chapter member Mr. Dean Howard.  This is a 

big deal!  The award represents a lifetime of flying and this recipient 

has been an instructor, mentor, friend and colleague to our San An-

tonio aviation community for decades.  Please, everyone turn out to 

congratulate our chapter’s sixteenth Master Pilot! 

We apologize for the short notice cancellation of the September 

VMC club.  Life happens.  We plan to resume VMC club the Friday 

following the gathering as usual.  This month will also be our first in 

a while movie on the lawn, weather permitting.  Bring your favorite 

beverages and a date for a pleasant evening under the Texas stars.   

From the Cruise Director Chuck Fisher, Vice President  
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YOUR Articles Needed 

This Newsletter is YOUR newsletter.  I put the articles in it, but you have to write ‘em!  Your chapter needs  YOUR con-

tributions.  Please share your experiences, skills and wisdom, photos, humor and announcements with our membership.  What may be com-

mon knowledge to you, may be priceless for a new pilot or builder.  Even if you are not a Pulitzer level author—send me your words, I’ll buff up the grammar if 

CHAPTER BULLETIN BOARD 
 

October 9 AM! 

Pancake breakfast & Fly-In. 

Menu….well….pancakes. 

Sausage, bacon…lots of bacon, coffee, drinks. 

Please feel free to bring anything else you’d like to share 

And bring your friends, new pilots, wannabe pilots, and any-

one else so we can make this a big successful fly-in.  

Finally, thank you to everyone who continues to make our 

gatherings so successful by shopping, cooking, serving, and 

cleaning up.  It takes a lot of work and everyone has a role, and 

thank you for helping. 
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Get a Pre-Purchase inspection!  BUT BEFORE YOU DO, here are 

a few things you can do to eliminate some of the time and costs 

to make sure you get what you want.  

1 .Are all the AD’s complied with? AND WHAT ARE THEY?  

Some are every annual and are $$! 

2.Go to this website and type in the N#  https://www.ntsb.gov/

_layouts/ntsb.aviation/index.aspx  - Damage history that has 

been reported. 

3. Get a list of all of the AD’s 

4. IS the aircraft worth what they are asking? How do you know? 
Here is a link that will help you get started, but if new avionics 
etc have been installed or a new overhaul, this may not get 
you the true value.  https://www.aopa.org/go-fly/aircraft-and-
ownership/buying-an-aircraft/vref-aircraft-valuation 

5. When was the interior updated?  Many good older aircraft are 
updated, so don’t discount a older aircraft and ALSO WATCH 
for the lipstick on the potential money pit! 

6. Google the N#. You would be quite surprised on what you will 

find! 

7. Get a digital copy of the log books,  You will see what mainte-

nance, repairs and how much the aircraft has flown each year.   

8. Get a copy of the logbooks to your pre-purchase mechanic. 

9. Where has the airplane lived?  Coast or in Nevada? 

10. Has it regularly been flown its whole life? Or has there been a 

time it sat for more than 6 months?  - This also depends on 

engine type. Continental vs Lycoming.   

11. Are there any liens against the aircraft? HERE is where you 

can go check it out.  There are other companies out there and 

I personally do not know anything about them but google for 

some.  https://www.aerospacereports.com/ 

12. Age, N #, Total airframe time, Engine time including last 

overhaul – details 

 

NOW how are you going to pay for the costs of single or part-

nership airplane costs? 

Here are some costs that you may not think of. AND this will be up-

dated as I get time. 

 

1. Insurance - You need to have “in type” time 

2. Hangar space $200-$500+ per month 

3. Annuals the actual inspection can be low, but if the IA finds 
things that need to be fixed or a AD needs to be complied 
with, that is not included.  IE Cessna has issued a BIG AD for 
all strut – Semi cantilever wings.  - https://
www.flyingmag.com/story/aircraft/high-wing-cessna-
airworthiness-directive/#:~:text=The%20FAA%20published%
20its%20final%20AD%20on%20inspections,directive%
20goes%20into%20effect%20on%20November%2012%2C%
202020. 

 

4. Belonging to AOPA can help you in many ways. It can save you 
money and also help with some legal direction, but what hap-
pens if you have a incident or accident?  (TRUE, this is a prob-
lem if you rent also, but your overhead is not there)  Here is a 
great link for more information.  https://www.aopa.org/go-fly/
aircraft-and-ownership/buying-an-aircraft/tips-on-buying-
used-aircraft 

5. Regular maintenance – FIX it when it is broken, do NOT wait 

for the annual. 

6. What can you do as a owner? Here is a PDF link that can give 
you some guidance  https://www.faasafety.gov/files/gslac/
library/documents/2011/Aug/56398/FAA%20P-8740-15%
20Maintenance%20Aspects%20of%20Owning%20Your%
20Own%20Aircraft%20%5bhi-res%5d%20branded.pdf 

7. Many items have a Time to replace parts.  IE Magnetos, En-

gines, Fuel servo’s 

8. Spark plugs cost $35-$40 each and there are 8 of them! 

9. FUEL 

10. Oil changes – Every 25-50 hrs of flight or time!! IF the airplane 

is sitting on the ground and it is only flown a few hrs, the oil 

becomes acidic and needs to be changed. Oil/Filter cost is 

aprox $200!   

 11. An overhaul for a engine is at least $25,000 (IO360 180 hp) A 

overhaul for a Fuel servo is $1500-$1800 

12. Altimeter and Airspeed, Transponder Check aprox cost $350-

$400 every 2 years 

13. ELT replace battery $200-$300+ ever 2 years. 

 

What can keep your costs of ownership down is learning how to 

do some of the basic owner allowed maintenance.  Also fixing 

things as they need it vs waiting for a annual. 

Sometimes you can also partake in the annual, learn and help, 

and sometimes not. That all depends on the IA. BUT learning 

what happens can also provide that knowledge of prevention and 

help get you ready for the major costs when they do come up.   

IF you like to read here are 3 books from the same author that are 

excellent.   

Mike Busch on Engines:     

Mike Busch on Airplane Ownership (Volume 1 and Vol 2):  

BOTH can be found on Amazon.  

Also AOPA has a free Podcast “Ask the A&P”  All of the shows 

have been excellent and can answer some questions you would 

never of thought of asking.    https://www.aopa.org/news-and-

media/podcasts/podcasts/ask-the-a-and-ps   

 

(Continued from page 1) 

https://www.ntsb.gov/_layouts/ntsb.aviation/index.aspx
https://www.ntsb.gov/_layouts/ntsb.aviation/index.aspx
https://www.aopa.org/go-fly/aircraft-and-ownership/buying-an-aircraft/vref-aircraft-valuation
https://www.aopa.org/go-fly/aircraft-and-ownership/buying-an-aircraft/vref-aircraft-valuation
https://www.aerospacereports.com/
https://www.flyingmag.com/story/aircraft/high-wing-cessna-airworthiness-directive/#:~:text=The%20FAA%20published%20its%20final%20AD%20on%20inspections,directive%20goes%20into%20effect%20on%20November%2012%2C%202020
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https://www.aopa.org/news-and-media/podcasts/podcasts/ask-the-a-and-ps
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Next Level Paint Job 

Last time I described how to prepare, mask, and lay a good finish on 
your plane.  I left off by saying that paint often bleeds under the 
masking tape and that there are ways to correct that, so let’s begin 
there and take this paint job to the next level. 

Disclaimer:  I am not a professional painter.  This is all based on my 
experience, and I bet a dollar to a donut that there are better tech-
niques than mine.  The bottom line is to do the job that makes you 
happy.  There are perfectly happy pilots out there who painted their 
planes with rollers. 

But if you did get bleed under your masking tape – read on. 

I find there are three primary causes of bleed under.  Either the 
masking tape did not stick well enough, the spray gun pressure was 
too high, or the spray angle forced air under the edge of the tape.  In 
fact, these are all just three ways of saying about the same thing.  
Tape lifted when it should not.  So how can this be prevented or at 
least minimized? 

The first thing is to make sure the surface to be taped is clean.  No 
dust, no fingerprints, no contaminates.  Clean that surface with any 
of the commercial paint preparations such as Cromax Prep-Sol, or 
Eastwood PRE, (there are many other products too.)   

 

These remove silicones, 
oil, and wax very well.  
If all else is unavailable, 
isopropyl alcohol will 
do decent job too.  DO 
NOT use acetone or 
MEK or your finish gets 
really messed up.  Did I 
have to tell you that?  I 
hope not. 

 

With a clean smooth 
surface, lay out your 
trim using fine line 
tape.  Recall last month 
we described some 
techniques for getting 
the trim pattern onto 
the working piece, so I 
won’t repeat that here.  

Cotton or nitrile gloves are excellent for preventing hand oils from 
contaminating your work.   

Fine line tape comes in different widths.  If you are making tight cor-
ner the fine line tape should be perhaps 3/32 wide.   Long, straight 
runs are more easily done with ¼ inch or wider fine line tape. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Once the fine line tape is down and your trim pattern is outlined, use 
good masking tape to mask out your trim the rest of the way.  Defini-
tion: Good masking tape sticks well and releases cleanly.  It should 
not petrify in place if you leave it on too long.  Every painter has a 
different favorite but be assured you probably will not be happy with 
the old traditional brown masking tape. 

So now, fine line is done, masking is done.  Choose one of three ap-
proaches here: 

 You can run your (gloved) finger down each fine line tape and 
give it a last pressure/stick-on and then with your spray gun to 
just barely mist on some trim color.  Do this while at an angle 
that does not lift the tape.   

 Approach two is almost the same, but you mist on CLEAR paint.  
In both cases, the object is to use tiny droplets of paint to seal 
the edge of the fine line tape and prevent edge lift.  With prac-
tice, this is good technique, but it takes extra effort.   

(Continued on page 6) 

Photo 2:  Fine line tape 
comes in different col-

ors and widths. 

Photo 1:  One of many available 
cleaning solvents. 

Photo 3:  Laying out trim color.  Oops, it was not the best 
idea to use green masking tape on the green paint.   
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 Approach three is to shoot the trim color at low pressure and 
from a slightly greater distance than normal spraying.  Perhaps 
from about 10 inches away and at 10 psi below what your gun 
usually likes.  Dial the paint flow down to minimum.  The objec-
tive is to slightly wet the edges of the fine line tape without lift-
ing it. 

Once the edges of the fine line tape are sealed down, you can lay on 
trim color with a lot less worry; however, if you have a spray gun that 
likes higher pressure you must still be careful not to drive air under 
the fine line tape.  The big dollar spray guns can spray excellent mist 
down to about 15 psi.  I have used cheaper guns that needed 40 psi to 
produce the desired, fine mist.  You can get away with the cheap gun 
if your trim pattern is mostly straight lines.  Otherwise beg, borrow, 
or steal a good gun. 

No matter how hard I try, I still get some edge lifting. What can be 
done about that?  

My favorite technique is to use an X-Acto knife, (the Sword of Exact 
Zero if you are a LEGO movie fan.)  A single edge razor blade will 
also do nicely.  Use the tip of the knife to gently scrape away the 
bleed under.  TAKE 
YOUR TIME.  If you 
scrape away too much 
that is no problem, be-
cause in a minute I will 
show you have to make 
it right.  But get rid of 
that under spray!  With 
a light touch you will be 
pleased at how well the 
under spray can be re-
moved.  It takes pa-
tience of course and if 
you have 20 yards of 
under spray it gets old. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Now you want a good airbrush! 

Good airbrushes lay tiny 
amounts of paint in very 
small spaces with virtual-
ly no overspray.  Air-
brushing is a huge topic 
and there are reams writ-

ten about them, so rather than try to duplicate the 
internet here, let me show/describe my “good air-
brush” and if further investigation is needed you will 
have a starting point for your research. 

My airbrush is an Iwata NEO TRN-1.  It features a 
trigger instead of a top control button because I am 
more used to this trigger style, and I am not an art-
ist.  It features top cup with gravity feed which re-
quires insanely small amounts of paint; put in two 
drops from an eyedropper and you can start doing 
touch up.  The parts are stainless steel and cleanup 
is quick.   

Of course, no tool stands alone, and an airbrush is 
no different.  My complete system connects from 
shop air, goes through an airbrush sized regulator/
water separator, and finally through a quick-
disconnect hose to the Iwata.  An airbrush holder 
keeps the airbrush handy and prevents spills.  
Eyedroppers are appropriate for mixing paint.  I mix 
¼ ounce of paint at a time…miserly for certain.  
With a bit of practice, you can sign your name with 
an airbrush – we are talking fine lines here! 

 

(Continued from page 5) Photo 6: Here the under spray has been 
removed, new fine line tape is going in 
place, and the surface to be touched up 
has been lightly scuffed with 400 grit 
sandpaper. 

Photo 4:  Rough black edge is under 
spray. 

Photo 5:  Scrape off under spray.  This photo is a bit mis-
leading.  Use the edge of the blade for scraping not the tip  
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The last step is very simple.  Open the airbrush output a small 
amount and carefully shoot the touchup area.   As always, take your 
time, sneak up on it, don’t make more runs and problems for your-
self.  Several light passes with the airbrush will do a good job. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Done?  Maybe.  This paint can get better!  Next 
month I will go into buffing out the finish.   

Photo 7:  Iwata NEO TRN-1 in airbrush holder

Photo 8: Regulator and quick disconnect. 

Photo 9:  A masked area in an aileron cove ready for black touch 
up paint.  A big spray gun was unwieldy for this small area. 

Photo 10:  Touched up aileron cove.  The red top surface of 
this wing was easy to shoot but going over the corner and 
into the aileron cove was much easier to do with an airbrush 
afterwards.  A lot depends on how complicated the paint 
scheme happens to be. 
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Posed in front of the CAF Tex Hill Wing North American SNJ-4/AT-6 Texan, "Ole Yeller” is Frank Covington, 

Brian Wells, Gabriella Pfang, and Dr. Raymond Pfang. 

10 September 2021.  Kickoff meeting for EAA Ray Scholarship Recipient Gabriella Pfang administered by Chapter 

35, San Antonio.  Pictured from left Brian Wells, Flight Instructor, Frank Covington, Scholarship Coordinator, Ga-

briella Pfang, and Dr Raymond Pfang, Father.  Gabriella will be training to earn her Private Pilot License flying out 

of Stinson Airfield. 

Dear Chapter Member,  

We are fortunate to be members of a vibrant, fiscally sound and active EAA Chapter. We 

have well programed monthly Chapter Gatherings, a successful Young Eagles program, an 

award winning newsletter, a new full featured Chapter website, our own Chapter hanger, 

and a fantastic Tool Crib. This is so because of the many years of quality leadership that 

has served our Chapter  

We Need You!  

In November we will elect new Chapter Officers who will serve for one year. These officers 

will serve the Chapter as it’s: President, Vice-President, Secretary and Treasurer. If you 

would like to serve as an officer of EAA Chapter 35, please advise our 2021 Nominating 

Committee through Ian Heritch at: iheritch@gmail.com or 210-421-1295  
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Paid Advertising Through Sept 2021 

http://www.andersonaviationtx.com/home
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 Photos from     more photos on eaa35.org and on page 21 (e-newsletter) 



Runway 35 October 2021 Volume 64 Issue  10 Page 11    

Runway 35 — The Official Newsletter of EAA Chapter 35—San Antonio, Texas 

 

Photos from  
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You Can Skydive! 

Skydive Castroville 
Skydive only 15 minutes from San Antonio 

Aerobatic Aircraft Owners: 

Skydiving Castroville provides ex-
perienced, professional parachute 
rigging and maintenance. 

The Master Riggers have a full ser-
vice rigging loft right here in 
Castroville! 

When is the last time yours was 
professionally serviced?  

Give us a call.   

Your life could depend on it! 

 

 

Castroville Municipal Airport 
10527 Airport Rd. 
Castroville TX. 78009  
Phone/Text: (830) 444-5003 
Email:  
SkydiveCastroville@gmail.com 
https://skydivecastroville.com/ 

Paid Thru May 2022  

 
Ad valid until August 2022 

http://barioaviationservices.com/ 

https://skydivecastroville.com/
https://skydivecastroville.com/
http://barioaviationservices.com/
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 CLASSIFIED ADVERTISMENTS 

To post a classified—contact the editor at  
eaa35news@gmail.com 
 

• You must be an EAA Chapter 35 member.   

• Ads are FREE and will run for 3 Months from the last date you re-verify that 

the item is still for sale.    
• PLEASE Notify me when your item sells!!   

• You must contact the editor by e-mail or phone to extend 
your ad beyond the expiration date 

NEW MEMBERS!  

FOR SALE. Mini-IMP Mod project. Must sell for health reasons. 

80%+ finished, all components to complete, clear canopy, HAPI VW 

engine 60 HP, all components for Molt Taylor’s design drive train, 

Maple prop, fixed gear, all digital instruments. $12K. Also 20’ custom 

trailer, and IFly 740 GPS, w/ up-to-date USA charts. Serious inquir-

ies only. Bob Hieronymus, 830-456-8841. Ad Expires Nov 2021 

FOR SALE: uAvionix skyBeacon ADS-B Out Transmitter Non 

Bendix / King KT 76A Transponder & 

ACK Model A-30 Encoder $150.00  

GARMIN GXM 42 SIRIUS XM RECEIVER - 

XM Weather $200.00 (Requires Subscription)  

Contact Steve Moliterno  

(210) 287-4074  

steve.moliterno@gmail.com  

Falcon, Kit Plane. recently completed 100%. Ready to fly, plane 

has many extra's with a Bombardier Rotax engine Type 277. 

with very little engine time. .Need hangar room to bring home 

my Citabria. $8500.00 obo. call David Ducharme 210-380-6942 

for more information, pics or to schedule a time to see it at San 

Geronimo Airpark.   Ad Expires Oct 2021 

Ad Expires Oct 2021 

Welcome!  

1.  Donnell and June Dalesandro; The Dalesandro's live in San Anto-

nio and he is the Demonstration Pilot for Texas Aircraft in Hondo, 

TX. He has Commercial, Instrument, MultiEngine, CFI, CFII ratings 

and is a retired Combat Mediic. He will be participating in the 

Young Eagle Flights. You may contact Donnelll at: 

Donl.Dalesandro@gmail.com 

2.  Christopher and Molly Spradleg; Chris is from San Antonio, is a 

student pilot and is in the Civil Air Patrol You may contact Chris at: 

Chris.Spradley@gmail.com 

3.  Benjamin and Laura Bott; Benjamin is from Garden Ridge, was an 

USAF RF-4C WSO and Navigator Instructor and is now employed 

with UPS as a Captain on B-757/767 aircraft. Additionally, Ben has 

an RV12 SLSA and is building  an RV14A! You may contact Ben at:  

bbott2233@gmail.com 

4.R. David and Robin Ducharme; David is from San Antonio, is self 

employed and is currently restoring a Citabria. You may contact Da-

vid at: R.Davidnsa@gmail.com 

5. Rebecca Southard; Rebecca is a Master Sgt in the USAF having 

spent the last 21 years maintaining Fighters, Bombers, and C-130's.  

Additionally, she has volunteered to Chair the Chapter 35 Young 

Eagles Program!  She is looking for pilots and ground support folks. 

You may contact Rebecca at:  C130enginechick@gmail.com 

6.Christopher Goth and Lisa Uribe; Christopher is from San Antonio, 

is a Private Pilot, an A&P with IA, and owns a C-150B! You may con-

tact Christopher at: Christopher.Goth@yahoo.com 

7. Thomas and Jennifer Kyler; Thomas is from San Antonio, He is self 

employed in aircraft design, engineering, and a mechanic. He has 

been employed in Flight Simulator software development!  You may 

contact Thomas at: tkyler@satx.rr.com. 

By Ronald O'Dea   
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SEPTEMBER MYSTERY PLANE REVEALED!                         DOUG APSEY 

Congratulations to David 

Baker for correctly identifying the Sep-

tember mystery airplane as the 

Fairchild F-11 Husky.  The Husky was 

built by Fairchild Aircraft Ltd of Cana-

da and first flew on 14 June, 1946.  It 

was designed primarily as a bush plane 

to replace the pre-WWII bush planes 

such as the Noorduyn Norseman.  The 

Husky incorporated several features 

that were suggested by bush pilots 

such as 

the rear 

fuselage 

door with 

a loading 

ramp as 

well as 

side 

doors.  Its’ 

large cab-

in could 

be config-

ured to 

carry ei-

ther eight passengers or, with the seats removed, a fair amount of 

cargo.  The upswept rear fuselage, rear door and large cargo area 

made loading relatively easy compared to other bush planes with 

only side cargo doors.  The Husky could easily accommodate an 

eighteen foot canoe in its cargo area while most other bush planes of 

that era required that the canoe be tied to the float struts outside of 

the airplane. 

The Husky used a high aspect ratio wing and slotted flaps 

giving it STOL performance.  The fuselage and empennage were all 

metal but the wings were fabric behind the main spar.  Control sur-

faces were fabric covered as well and the rudder and elevators were 

interchangeable.  It was powered by a 450 hp Pratt & Whitney Wasp 

Jr radial engine.  Maximum speed was 138 mph while normal cruise 

speed was around 121 mph.  It had a stall speed of 58 mph.  Empty 

weight was 4540 lbs and gross weight was 6300 lbs.  Most Huskys 

were operated on either skis or floats. 

While a promising design, the Husky was underpowered 

with the P&W Wasp Jr engine.  Bush pilots could easily overload the 

airplane if not careful.  Fairchild looked at options for a larger engine 

but had difficulty finding a suitable power plant with increased 

horsepower.  By 1948, Fairchild was in financial trouble and eventual-

ly went bankrupt.  The bankruptcy of the company along with stiff 

competition from the de Havil-

land Beaver meant the end of 

the Fairchild F-11 Husky.  Pro-

duction ended in 1950 with only 

12 Huskys being built.  Six air-

frames (one source says 4) were 

upgraded to the F-11-2 Super 

Husky in the early 1950’s by re-

placing the P&W Wasp Jr with a 

550 hp Alvis Leonides radial 

engine which significantly im-

proved performance.   

Several Huskys were still active-

ly flying into the 1980’s although 

none are known to be still airworthy today.  The Western Canada 

Aviation Museum, Manitoba and the Canadian Bushplane Herit-

age Centre in Sault Ste Marie, Ontario have restored examples in 

their collections.   

 

Sources for this article include: 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Fairchild_F-11_Husky 
https://www.bushplane.com/bushplanes/bushplanes-husky/ 

Here is your mystery aiplane for this month.  Who will be the first 
to email me at dapsey@satx.rr.com with the following information 
about our September mystery airplane? 
 
1. What is its designation/name? 

2. What aircraft manufacturer built it? 

3. What year did it first fly? 

4. How many were built? 

NAME THE PLANE     DOUG APSEY 

Mediastorehouse.com 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Fairchild_F-11_Husky
https://www.bushplane.com/bushplanes/bushplanes-husky/
mailto:dapsey@satx.rr.com
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CHAPTER CALENDAR  — CONTACT EAA35VP@GMAIL.COM  - PROGRAMS ARE TENTATIVE AND SUBJECT TO CHANGE! 

2021 
  EAA Chapter 35 Activities Calendar 

OCTOBER 9 0900 FLY-IN BREAKFAST 

  15 6:00 pm VMC Club (see FAA Wings page and e-mail) 

7:30 Movie Night 

NOVEMBER 13  

11:30 Annual Membership Meeting and Chili Cookoff 

  19 6:00 pm VMC Club (see FAA Wings page and e-mail) 

7:30 Movie night 

DECEMBER 11 CHRISTMAS PARTY -  
11:00 Social Hour; 12:00 Lunch (Catered—see newsletter for details) 
Gift Exchange to follow (~$15 target for gifts but that’s up to you!  See newsletter for more details) 

  17 6:00 pm VMC Club (see FAA Wings page and e-mail)  

7:30 pm Movie Night  

Upcoming Events: 

Oct 1-3 Ranger Antique Airfield Campout and Airshow 

Oct 15-16 Hill Country Hammerfest (IAC) International Aerobatic 

Club— Llano KAQO 

Oct 22-24 REKLAW—Flying M Ranch 

November 13—Sweetwater WASP Memorial flyout.  KSWW 

Young Eagles Rally 

Located at:  San Geronimo Airpark  - Need Pilots and 

Ground Crew!   

When: October 23, 2021 09:00 a.m. - 11:00 a.m. 

(weather permitting)  

Contact 507.210.0504, YoungEagles@eaa35.org https://

youngeaglesday.org/  



Runway 35 October 2021 Volume 64 Issue  10 Page 16 

Runway 35 — The Official Newsletter of EAA Chapter 35—San Antonio, Texas 

 

EAA Chapter 35 Leadership 

The FINE PRINT:  Please note that, as always, in the past, present, or future, any communication issued by the Experimental Aircraft Association Chapter 35, regardless of form, for-

mat, and/or media used, which includes, but it not limited to this newsletter and audio/video recordings, any digital formats including any EAA Chapter 35 website, is presented solely 

for the purpose of providing a clearinghouse of ideas, opinions, and personal accounts. Anyone using the aforementioned does so at their own risk. Therefore, no responsibility or liabil-

ity is expressed or implied and you are without recourse to anyone. Any event announced and/or listed herein is done as a matter of information only and does not constitute approval, 

control, involvement, sponsorship or direction or any event local or otherwise.  

Officers       

President Darren Medlin              210-875-9971 president@eaa35.org 

Vice President Chuck Fisher 210-878-5561 vicepresident@eaa35.org 

Secretary Paul Wurster (530) 933-8264  secretary@eaa35.org 

Treasurer Dee Brame 210-493-5512 treasurer@eaa35.org 

    

Board of Directors       

Past Presidents Nelson Amen (2012-2014) 210-834-1991 nelson.p.amen@gmail.com 

Past Presidents     

Past Presidents     

Member At Large Ron O’Dea 210-488-5088  r2av8r@gmail.com 

Member At Large Brian Goode 727-709-1159                 ladybgoode@msn.com 

Member At Large Andrea McGilvray 210-413-7392  cowgirlcapital@att.net 

Member At Large (en lieu of PP) Kris Kelly 210-621-5405  krisikekelly@att.net 

Member At Large (en lieu of PP) Jane Kellogg 580-421-5998 jkellogg@kelloggllc.com 

    

Chairpersons       

Facilities Larry Geiger (210) 875-9971 facility@EAA35.org 

Newsletter Publisher Chuck Fisher 210-878-5561   eaa35newspublisher@gmail.com 

Newsletter Editor Andrea McGilvray 210-413-7392   eaa35news@gmail.com 

Air Academy Maarten Versteeg (210)859-1803 maarten.versteeg@sbcglobal.net 

VMC Matt Van DeWalle  eaa35vmcclub@gmail.com 

Scholarship Coordinator Frank Covington 254-707-1429 eaa35scholarship@gmail.com 

Young Eagles Brian Smith  210-693-9816  youngeagles@eaa35.org  

Groundskeeping  VACANT—Need a volunteer!    

Tool Crib/Hangar Lew Mason 210-688-9072  lewnan@sbcglobal.net 

History and Archives Jeanette Hunt      210-688-9264 janet3679@aol.com 

Public Affairs Jose Garcia 915-203-1361 eaa35pr@gmail.com 

Membership Ron O’Dea 210-488-5088 members@eaa35.org 

Webmaster Ian Heritch  210-421-1295 webmaster@gmail.com 

Safety Officer Ron O’Dea 210-488-5088  r2av8r@gmail.com 

Country Store Richard Vinas 210-912-1699 vinas@sbcglobal.net 

Builder's Coordinator Kris “IKE” Kelly  210-621-5405  krisikekelly@att.net  

    

Flight Advisors       

Flight Advisors RB ‘Doc’ Hecker 210-391-1072  tcflyingdoc@yahoo.com 

Flight Advisors Mark Julicher 210-382-0840  mjulicher@earthlink.net 

Flight Advisors Ron O’Dea 210-488-5088   r2av8r@gmail.com 

        

Technical Counselors       

Technical Counselors RB ‘Doc’ Hecker 210-391-1072  tcflyingdoc@yahoo.com 

Technical Counselors Mark Julicher 210-382-0840 mjulicher@earthlink.net 

Technical Counselors Nick Leonard 830-765-7481  ohlson38@gmail.com 

Technical Counselors Lew Mason 210-688-9072  lewnan@sbcglobal.net 

Technical Counsellor Steve Formhalls 210-289-3984  sf3543@sbcglobal.net  

about:blank
about:blank
about:blank
about:blank
about:blank
about:blank
about:blank
about:blank
about:blank
about:blank
about:blank
mailto:maarten.versteeg@sbcglobal.net
about:blank
about:blank
about:blank
about:blank
about:blank
about:blank
about:blank
about:blank
about:blank
about:blank
about:blank
about:blank
about:blank
about:blank
about:blank
about:blank
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Paid Thru Apr 2022 

Paid Thru August 2022 

Paid Thru Sept 2021 

Paid Thru August 2022 

Paid Thru Sept 2021 

Pd Thru Dec 2021 

Paid Thru Aug 2022 

http://www.davidbakerart.com/
https://www.cowboycapitalrealty.com/
https://sa-ame.com/
http://www.saboeavmed.com/
https://sa-ame.com/
http://www.thepilotshoppe.com/
http://www.gunshack.com/
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By the time the August meeting rolls around, a few 

more people will be wearing bona fide Chapter 35 

shirts!  The year is flying by (no pun intended) and 

there are still plenty of products for wearing around, 

protecting your clothes while you are cooking, pro-

tecting and cleaning your airplane, and impressing 

your non-flying friends.  The July meeting was great 

fun and by now, many of you are at or have just re-

turned from Airventure 2021.  There are only a few 

days left before the August meeting, so come pre-

pared for fun and fellowship.  And as always, let me 

know if you have any ideas for products you think 

we might put in the Country Store that would be in 

demand by the members of the Chapter.  See you all 

soon!   

Rick Vinas 

By RICHARD VINAS 

TEXAS FLAG POLO SHIRTS Sold Out - 

If you want one, let me know! 

$39.00 

      

TEXAS FLAG FISHING SHIRT One Medium- Men’s $46.00 

YELLOW POLO SHIRTS One Small $31.00 

  One Medium   

YELLOW FISHING SHIRT ONE Small Men’s $40.00 

KHAKI FISHING SHIRTS ONE MEDIUM   

  ONE LARGE   

TEXAS FLAG APRONS 3 left $26.00 

      

Additional Items available     

BASEBALL CAPS (with logo) SIX NEW ONES $12.00 

CHAPTER 35 DUFFLE BAGS Only 2 left $31.00 

COFFEE MUGS EIGHT $7.00 

REMOVE BEFORE FLIGHT KEY TAGS Plenty $5.00 

KOOZIES Plenty $4.00 

BUMBER STICKERS, DECALS AND PATCHES Lots of them $1.00 - 
$3.00 

ALUMINUM WHEEL CHOCKS 3 Double sets $40.00 

WASH WAX PRODUCTS Limited supply $8.00 & up 

These “Scrubbers” are 

great for de-bugging the 

leading edges of your 

wings. 
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THE EAA CHAPTER 35 COUNTRY STORE 
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     Paste Address Label Here 

Ron O'Dea, Membership Chairman 

15464 FM 471 W., #14 

San Antonio, TX 78253 

Runway 35—The Official Newsletter of EAA Chapter 35, San Antonio, Texas  

www.eaa35.org & www.facebook.com/eaa35/  

EAA Chapter 35 is part of the worldwide network of EAA chapters. EAA embodies the spirit of aviation through the 

world's most engaged community of aviation enthusiasts. EAA's 170,000 plus members enjoy the fun and camaraderie 

of sharing their passion for flying, building and restoring recreational aircraft.  Our clubhouse and building facilities are 

located at San Geronimo Airpark (8T8) located off FM 471 (Culebra Rd) West of San Antonio.   

For over 60 years Chapter 35 has represented aviators of creativity who share a passion for flying.  Come join us! 

Click Here for Link to 8T8 on AirNav.com 

 

NEXT EVENT 

9 October 

Chapter 35 Clubhouse 

8T8 (San Geronimo Airpark) 

https://www.facebook.com/eaa35/
http://www.airnav.com/airport/8T8
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