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SWRFI Report

SWRFI—Fun, Fast & Furious!
By Norris Warner

The biggest aviation event in our part of the country—the South West Regional Fly-In
was a real success in spite of Mother Nature. The heavy rains came daily on the
week of set-up, and culminated in a thunder and wind storm late Thursday night.
This violent weather took down about half of the tents, and a real chunk of the crowd
control fencing.

SWREFI president Stan Shannon (a Chapter 35 member) held a 7:30 AM meeting on
Friday, the first day of the fly-in, and dispatched volunteer crews to all points to repair
the damage. One thing he couldn't fix was the sodden landscape, so it was neces-
sary to revamp all of the auto and airplane parking as well as vendor and food court
placements.

It's more than fair to say that we really didn't see the fly-in as planned! Having said
that, Stan and his staff will attempt to come up with contingency plans so that the
effect of such awful weather won't have quite the impact we saw this year.

With Friday’s recovering weather an unexpectedly high number of airplanes arrived
late in the day. Saturday's CAVU weather brought in enough airplanes and airplane
lovers to guarantee a degree of success. Some of the airplanes that caught my eye
included a two-seat Spitfire (yes, a real one), a gorgeous Stearman by our Bandera
County friend Russ Luigs, several plastic Lancairs, a state-of-the-art Subaru powered
gyroplane, a slick motor glider, a Subaru-powered RV-6, as well as excellent exam-
ples of almost all other types. Naturally the RV-10 that Van Grunsveld brought to the
show was a key exhibit, and he delivered a great how-goes-it talk as guest speaker
at the Saturday evening banquet.

As a member of Stan's staff, | was
totally impressed by the dozens
and dozens of volunteers who
made the fly-in a success. Chapter
35 was well represented in every
facet, and a lot of our volunteers

[
-nl | _‘"!'E.!-.I' Lasis were our members that we don't

often see. Many of us worked the
Saturday prior, and then picked it
up again on Wednesday and con-
tinued on Thursday as well. Itis
true that volunteers have the most
fun—and we had a big bunch of

happy guys and also a few happy gals.

P.S. Start making your plans to be part of next year's SWRFI—the second weekend
in May.

Tool Crib Donations

Please, PLEASE open your checkbook today and send a check made out to EAA
Chapter 35 and mail it to Joanne Warner, Treasurer, EAA Chapter 35, 719 Oak Hills
Road, Pipe Creek, TX 78063. Thanks!

Thanks to Oscar Olszewski for donating a job site tool box to the Tool Crib.
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SWRI Continued

The following thanks was received from John Latour. “Thank You to all member associated with TRAM. You
were superb. EAA CH 35 support & leadership is most appreciated.” In addition, Team TRAM submitted a
thoughtful after-action report with recommendations for next years TRAM POC.

Observations from the drivers seat (Jim Feighny): | flew the Stinson all the way from Zuehl Field in order to do
an operations check of the camping gear my grandson and | will use at Oshkosh. The field was draining pretty
well and as Saturday progressed, more and more airplanes arrived. As a driver, | got to see them all and made
note of those , special one of a kind , | wanted to see during the off time. There were lots of Ch 35 faces in the
crowd and at the various work teams. Driving the tram is a pretty good deal.

k%

Dave and Miriam Talley, Brad
Doppelt with the RV-10. Every-
body’s dream ship came nicely

equipped.

The editor ops checks his camping gear.

_ | The lamour Latour’s with Betty Chapman at far end.
2 " Across from Betty is husband Dick. Foreground is

5 Bob Guthrie and Jillian Carilson. Bob did a fabulous

.| job of announcing during both days of SWRFI
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By Steve Carlson

June meeting features Pancake Breakfast and Eagles

This is the first issue with Jim Feighny at the helm. Oscar received an opportunity in Florida that was too good to
pass up, not unexpected given his many talents, and so he had to move
quickly to his new endeavor. We wish him well and thank him for his efforts
at producing a fine monthly newsletter. Jim is getting quickly up to speed

- and | for one am anxious to see the results. Thanks Jim for volunteering to
step into the breech. As a parting gesture, Oscar has donated a brand new
huge job site tool box. This will be displayed in the chapter house for all to
admire until the tool crib committee decides what to do with it. This is a
good contribution to the tool crib. Thanks, Oscar, and thanks for all your
editing and flying for Young Eagles. | have just heard from Oscar and

he reports that he already has been appointed newsletter editor for the
EAA Chapter in Pensacola.

The Christmas party will be one of the topics at the board meeting in July.
We will need to form a food committee at that time to get our reservations in. Think of last year's dinner and provide
your input for improvements. Also think of other events you have attended that went well and what went into making
those events work.

SWRI: Les Bourn and our RV super expert Paul McReynolds next to Les’s just completed and
beautiful RV-8

Please Read This...Please note that, as always, in the past, present, or future, any communication issued by the Experimental Aircraft Association Chapter 35,
regardless of form, format, and/or media used, which includes, but it not limited to this newsletter and audio/video recordings, any digital formats including any EAA
Chapter 35 website, is presented solely for the purpose of providing a clearinghouse of ideas, opinions, and personal accounts. Anyone using the aforementioned
does so at their own risk. Therefore, no responsibility or liability is expressed or implied and you are without recourse to anyone. Any event announced and/or listed
herein is done as a matter of information only and does not constitute approval, control, involvement, sponsorship or direction or any event local or otherwise.
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The Trip | Will Never Forget—Part | (or, What Else Could Go Wrong?)

By Jerry DeGroot

It was one of those warm
pleasant summer mornings in Michi-
gan as | stepped out on the back deck
of the house, coffee in hand. Not a
cloud in the clear blue sky, the air
was clean, fresh and felt great as |
filled my lungs and smelled the odor
of freshly turned soil from John's
farm, next to my place. The old
Bluetick hound lay asleep by the barn,
she stretched and opened one eye to
look at me, and then decided there
was not enough excitement in the air
to warrant getting up to investigate, so
she closed the eye, relaxed and went
back to sleep.

Just about then there was the
sound of flapping fenders from Pete's
old truck coming down the drive.

Pete lived about four miles from me, a
good mechanic and his hobby was
fixing up old airplanes. The truck’s
engine was always in tiptop shape,
though the rest of the truck was not
the same--rust had taken its toll, with
holes in the fenders, etc. There were
still a few spots of paint showing here
and there, but, as a whole, not a
pretty sight. Pete always said that the
truck would follow the engine, and it
would not run any better with new
fenders or paint, so why mess with it?
Pete steps out of the truck and says,
‘Hey.” | reply “Hey.” He asks, “What
you doing next weekend?" “I don't
know, why?" “Want to go to Oshkosh
for the weekend? They are having
the Experimental Aircraft Fly-in there
all weekend.” I've got two of those
fold up bicycles and we can put them
in the back seat. Oh yes, take your
sleeping bag.” “Sure, why not.” “Lets
leave on Wednesday, we can see the
whole thing develop this way. (What
Pete was really saying was that we
would get there, become established

and not have to pay to get in.) By the
way, can we fly your plane, I'm work-
ing on mine?” “Sure.”

| owned a 1949 Piper Pacer,
a pretty little bird, well maintained but
not enough room on the dash to hold
the instruments to make it IFR rated,
so VFR it was. It had a Lycoming 150
hp new engine, a special prop and
would climb out with the twins, two
people, cool temps, 1800 ft/min. |
had to be careful on takeoff that there
was not another aircraft lifting off in
front of me. | had to wait until they
were almost at traffic pattern altitude
or they would disappear under my
nose and | would not know where
they were.

Wednesday arrived, clear,
perfect flying weather, a little breeze
coming from the west, but that was
normal for this time of the year. Pete
wanted to leave around four in the
afternoon so we would be there on
the ground well before dark. So with
my brand new prescription sun-
glasses, we lifted off heading into the
wind and west. There was one small
spot left on the dash of the Pacer, it
was way to the left and down in the
corner, that would hold one small in-
strument face and so | had a VOR
installed. there | thought that this was
a valuable instrument to have along
anytime. In about an hour we are fix-
ing to leave land and start crossing
Lake Michigan. The Pacer's radio
was the old coffee grinder and | never
really could make it work so that |
could easily understand what was
being said to me. The FAA had what
they call a “Lake Crossing Service”.
You let them know your intentions
and you call in every ten minutes to
let them know you are still on track
and in the air. If you don't, they will

Continued Next Page

first with the radio because perhaps
you forgot and more than ten minutes
had slipped by. | flew, Pete ran the
radio. They talked to him, he talked
to them. | asked, “Can you under-
stand what they are saying?" “No, but
| know what they should be saying, so
I'm answering that.”

Now somewhere along here
the headwinds must have picked up
big time, as this crossing should be
done in 30 minutes, and here we are
still on a straight course and still over
water after two hours. But the engine
is running great, the ride is smooth,
lots of fuel, company is good, so who
cares? At last|can see the shore
line of Wisconsin, so if the engine
quits now | can make it to the beach.
| breathe a little sigh of relief. The
sun is setting now, darkness is setting
in fast, | have never flown this aircraft
at night before, and while there were
no landing lights, we were going to be
on the ground way before dark. Gosh,
| don't even know if the cockpit lights
work. | turn them on, but there is no
difference—the place is dark! | can’t
see my instruments; moreover, | can't
see any towns under me anywhere.
And I've only got a couple of trips un-
der my belt flying at night. The
pucker factor is starting to rise. I've
flown a lot with Pete in his plane--he
sticks his finger in his mouth before
getting into the cockpit and using this
information, sets the crab and believe
it or not, the destination always
comes up under the nose of the plane
when he says it is due. He has been
an IFR pilot for 35 years. Knowing
this experience, | fly with confidence
with him. Pete says to me,

Runway 35
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By Jerry DeGroot Continued

The Trip | Will Never Forget—Part | (or, What Else Could Go Wrong?)

“This is a bad time of the day, it is not in-bound. They tell me to report in

dark enough for you to see the towns
coming up under you and too dark to
see your instruments clearly.” Now I'd
been working on my commercial li-
cense, and was taught that if you are
in trouble, do not let your passengers
know about it, just fix it or get it down
safely. So in my mind | do not want
to let Pete know that | can not see the
instruments. The thought that he is
sitting right next to me and he cannot
see the instruments also, does not
occur to me. If | cup my hand around
the VOR gauge, the little green light
shows me the needle. I'm a little left
of the course so crab a little to the
right. Pete says, “There must be a
strong wind from our right, we are a
little left of our desired course.” He's
holding the map, so | crab a little
more into it, and wondered how he
could read a map with no flashlight?
“That wind has got to be really strong
as we are way left of our course.” |
check the VOR and he's right, really
off, so crab a lot this time.* You see
that big town down there?” “No, | did-
n't see any town there, where?" By
now, | know we are in big trouble and
perhaps Pete notices a change in my
voice and he looks at me. | don't
know where or how, but | do know we
can't stay up here and that we must
come down sometime. The old
pucker factor is up to about 8 of 10 by
now. Pete says, “Digger, you got
your sunglasses on!” “Yea, | do.” |
take them off. WOW! The cockpit
lights are working, it is like daylight in
there, | can see all the instruments
clearly, | can even see towns under
us. What a reliefl

We quickly get back on
course, | monitor Oshkosh tower, all
is quiet, so | call in and tell them I'm

when | start to cross the lake. “"OK,
will do.” We fly on, VOR centered, air
speed reads 125mph. The tower
calls, “Pacer 7407K, are you still in-
bound?” “Yes, still inbound.” “Are you
over the lake yet?” “No we don'’t see
the lake yet." “There’s a twin coming
in from in back of you.” “OK!" Zoom,
this twin streaks by, under us.
“Oshkosh tower, 7404K, we are over
the lake.” “Let me know when you see
the airport.” “Oshkosh tower, 7404K,
we see the airport.” “7404K, you're
cleared for runway 27, by the way,
after you are down, | can not see that
part of the runway, so let me know
when you are clear, there is a twin
coming in behind you." “Will do.”
“‘Pete, I've never flown this plane at
night before, we don't have landing
lights. I'll set it up as | would for a
daylight landing, but, how do | know
when the wheels are going to touch?”
“Set it up on the center of the runway,
then with the yoke all the way back,
the nose will come up and you can't
see the center anymore, so look at
the landing lights going by, judge and
keep the distance the same. When
the landing lights look taller then you
are, and it looks like your butt is going
to drag on the ground, cut your
power, the wheels are going to
touch.” And it happened just like he
said. But, it's pitch black out, can't
see anything and there is that twin
coming in behind us. “Pete, the next
runway light | go by, I'm going to turn
a 90 and go off into the grass, | hope
there is not a swamp there.” | do and
call the tower to let them know we are
clear. Zoom, the twin streaks by, and
it just happens to be a 737.

Pete gets out and with a tiny
flashlight walks in front of the plane

Continued page 7

for a ways. Finally parked, we shut it
down, grab the sleeping bags and
sleep under the wings until morning
when we can see what is around us.
The sun rises and so do we. This
place is really nice, short green grass,
and no fire ants. We find a place to
park and tie down the Pacer and walk
around. We really are early birds.
Pete says, “I think there is a charge to
get in here, so don't go out and we
won't be bothered if we stay in here.”
| had no money in those days, per-
haps had $10 on me for the whole
trip. Pete said he would pay for food
if | took care of the plane, so | had no
worries. Well we did take bicycles
into town and got a hamburger and
fries, and got back in with no problem.

| had never seen an air show
before, it was mind boggling. And so
many different planes, all sizes, all
colors. | watched Bob Hoover in his
personal twin take off to do aerobatics
for us. He had just lifted off and was
just starting to climb out when his en-
gines failed. Too soon to be part of
the act, his plane disappeared down
behind some low trees. | thought to
myself, I'm going to see and hear a
big explosion. Suddenly the plane
appeared, a little climb showing, silent
as a ghost and | don’t know how, but,
he made it to the strip and landed
safely. They towed him to the ramp
and discovered that the new line-boy
fueling there had put in jet fuel, not
gas. They were going to fire him
when Bob said not to do that. The
boy made a mistake that he will never
do again--you now have a reliable
employee. | tipped my hat to Mr.
Hoover. He went up and did his aero-
batics, but | had seen the real stuff
from him just a few hours before and
so it was all anticlimactic to me.

Runway 35
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The Trip | Will Never Forget—Part | (or, What Else Could Go Wrong?)
By Jerry DeGroot Continued

Someone came up to me and asked if that was my Pacer over there. | said yes. “Would you like to move it over in
this area? You don’t have to, just thought you might like to show it off.” | didn't understand what he was really say-
ing-—folks were walking around and looking at it anyway, so | saw no reason to move it and politely declined. Later |
discovered that there was a slot for a 1949 Pacer and it was empty, that's why he wanted me to move. Dumb mel! It
was a great show, I'll never forget it, but, time to go home. So many planes headed for the runway, and so we got in
line.

Now a big storm was approaching, and Pete had checked the weather and sure enough there was a bad one in
Michigan, so he suggested that we not cross the lake, but go south towards Chicago and skirt the lake. The weather
appeared better there. but we had to get into the air before IFR restrictions were implemented. We anxiously waited,
approaching the runway, slowly, two planes, side by side. | lucked out, | got the left side of the runway, and then the
flag and we were off. (Part Il, the wild and wooly conclusion, next month.)

Steve and Lee Ann Carison (foreground), Bill & Claudia Loftin and George Tovar enjoying
the SWRFI Banquet
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CHAPTER CALENDAR
DAY/MONTH PROGRAM TIM
12 JUNE PANCAKE BREAKFAST AND  9:00 AM TO 1:00 PM
YOUNG EAGLES RALLY
10 JULY RAYCHEM SOLDERLESS CON- DINNER 5:30 TO 6:00 PM
NECTORS PROGRAM 7:00 PM
BY DAN ZAIONTZ

14 AUGUST DINNER 5:30 TO 6:00 PM
PROGRAM 7:00 PM

11 SEPTEMBER DINNER 5:30 TO 6:00 PM
PROGRAM 7:00 PM

25 SEPTEMBER YOUNG EAGLES RALLY 9:00 AM TO 1:00 PM

9 OCTOBER CHAPTER FLY-IN AND PICNIC

13 NOVEMBER DINNER 5:30 TO 6:00 PM
PROGRAM 7 :00 PM

11 DECEMBER EAA 35 CHAPTER CHRISTMAS  5:00 PM SOCIAL HOUR

PARTY 6:00 PM DINNER IS SERVED

JANUARY

FEBRUARY

MARCH

APRIL

MAY

JUNE
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“Happenings around the patch”

Interesting web sites:
http://www.swaviator.com/html/constants/calendar.html
http://www.fun-places-to-fly.com/

http://www.ultraflightradio.com/

From Terry Winnett “Been busy showing my parents around England, mostly London. I'm now a married man, as
of yesterday!! «

Tram 2004 - Lessons Learned.
1. Add Culvert, 2 places, entrance to vendor area/Tram Staging area from highway & to Academy.
2. Re-design Tram Route
a. Forum Only - 2 Tractors/Trailers
b. Terminal to DC-6 Area - 2 Tractors/Trailers
c. Regular Route
3. Larger Gate to Academy Area - trailers cleared gate by inches
4. Power Washer to clean equipment
5. Revise Driver Shifts
a. 0800-1100 - 4 Trams
b. 1100-1400 - 8 Trams
c. 1400-1700 - 8 Trams
d. 1700-1700 - 2 Trams
. Free Lemonade to Drivers. Encourage passengers to have refreshments @ Ch 35 lemonade stand
. Sunday Morning - 2 Trams Only

. Create a Equipment Wash Team for cleaning Tractors, Trailers, Golf Carts & Gators

© 00 ~N B

. Equipment return team
10. Hay return team
11. Improve advertisement of company loaning us equipment
12. Rotate drivers
13. Improve availability of water to drivers
14. Encourage drivers to wear hats/sunscreen
John Latour
2004 SWRFI Tram POC

Runway 35 OFFICIAL NEWSLETTER OF EAA CHAPTER 35 - SAN ANTONIO, TEXAS




LOCAL EVENTS AND HAPPENINGS

(If you know of any local aviation events or happenings we can share
with the chapter, call Jim @ 210-822-7229 or send it via email to:
jfeighny@satx.rr.com.

Open every Sunday 1-5 PM or by appointment — Shooting Star Mu-
seum, Devine, TX, Proprietor Pat Wegner, 830-931-3837

ENGINE COMPONENTS, INLC.

CUSTOMER SERVICE & SALES

9503 Middlex | San Antonic, TX 78217

SALES HOTLINE 1.800.324.2359

TEL 210.820.B14B | FAX 210.820.8102
www.eci2flycom | E-mail jframpota@eci2fly.com

Joe Trampota
Central Territory Manager

ECi

Quality Management Systermn Registration to ISO 9001:2000 & AS9100.

Engine Components, Inc. is recognized for

JPM Aircraft Instruments
Service, Corp.

Phillip Capestany
General Manager
FAA Repair Station #J66R864Y

1130 99th Street
Suite C
San Antonio, TX 78214

Tel. (210) 921-9211
FAX (210) 921-9281

Texas Fly-Ins

*

(For details in awesome websites go to
www.flyins.com )

AIR FIESTA 2004

US Pilots Association

CACTUS MACHINE SHOP SERVICE
P.O. Box 63898
Pipe Creek, Texas 78063
(830) 510-4307-Mm 78 O
DP: 747-9701

Sal Hernandez

Aluminum Prototypes/
Stainless Steel Multiples
Welding & Repairs Overnight Service Available
8k %
Catering Reservations
Available Appreciated

SALOON & STEAKHOUSE

Home of Mesquite Grilled Entrees

D’Hanis, Texas 78850 (830) 363-7230

The
Pilot Shoppe

JANET SHIRES
President
(210) 524-9525
(210) 524-9526 (Fax)
1-800-205-9525
Email: pilotshop@aol.com

600 Sandau Rd., Suite 100

San Antonio, TX 78216

Mon-Fri 9AM-6PM / Sat & Sun 9AM-4PM
Website: thepilotshoppe.net

Norrewest Fryers, ivc

J.B. “Skip” BARCHFELD

PRESIDENT
« FLIGHT TRAINING
« RENTALS SCHAUMBURG REGIONAL AIRPORT
« CHARTERS 805'W. IRVING PARK RD.
« SALES SCHAUMBURG, ILLINOIS 60172
« MAINTENANCE B47/985-9777 FAX: 847/985-1978

Tobias Aerospace Services

Bryan R. Tobias

A&P/IA/DME/FCC

Airframe and Powerplant Examiner - Central & South Texas Arca

A&P Exams, IA Training, Troubleshooting Concepts, FAA Enforcement Training, Profes-

sional Consulting, Inspections
210-828-2086

hutp://www solar-system.com/avtest.himl

Ny

NORTHWEST

Starter & Alternator, L.L.C.
(210) 521-0011
1-800-866-0312

MIKE BRANDT

ALTERNATORS — STARTERS — GENERATORS
= AUTO = INDUSTRIAL = MARINE = CYCLE

7106 ECKHERT  SAN ANTONIO, TX 78238



WANTED & FOR SALE

Chapter members in search of or have items for
sale, or need to post a service, may place a free
(non-commercial) add in this column. Call the
Editor Oscar Olszewski @ 210-382-4675 or
send it via email to: Big-O@satx.rr.com

able. Manufactured by Barry, part #94011-40.
Look like Lord mounts and interchangeable with
them. Full set $80.00. Retail is around $300.00.
Norris Warner 830.510.4334(Metro).

4334

For Sale: Evans VP-1 Volksplane rebuilt and
flying with 40 hours at Zuehl. Contact Danny
McCormick for details: 210-872.3959 or 210-
690-6048.

For Sale: RV-4, 180hp O-360A1A, Hartzell con-
stant speed prop, KX155, encoding transponder,

GPSMAP 195, wing leveler. Lots of fun, and 830-612-2371.

(210) 227-8333

AIRCRAFT SUPPLIES

CLINT COOK
PRESIDENT

210 BROOKLYN AVENUE
P.0. BOX 222
SAN ANTONIO, TEXAS 78291-0222

Sitework Concrete Framing

Moscrip Construction & Design
9466 Points Edge
San Antonio, Texas 78250

Drywall

Interior

Design-Build
Renovations

New Construction =
Construction

Mark Moscrip, A.C.

Certified Professional Constructor by American Institute of Constructors
Residential Office (210) 680-0970
Commercial Fax (210) 680-0979
David Day Tom Armstrong
Manager Larry Tate

The Powderhorm
GUNS
Buy - Sell - Trade

2412 S.W. Loop 410 (z10) 674-5220
San Antonio, TX 78227 Fax (Z10) 678-9481

Volume 46 Issue 6

good c_ross country too.
Located SAT. $49,500.00
Bob Fodge 210- 822-5725

For Sale - QUICKSILVER
MX Hirth 2702 40 hp (62
hours TT) POWER-FIN
Propeller--3 Bladed (new)
For Sale: Dynafocal mounts for Lycomings avail- Original Price $7,200 Now
Reduced to $6,500 Contact .
Norris Warner at 830-510- ™

For Sale English Wheel 40 inch arm $2,000
Contact David Hedges 210-913-0074

Instructor Available. Chapter member Bob
Cabe has recertified his CF| & CFIl. Available to
EAAers for BFR's. 210-493-7223.

Instructor Available. Chapter member Bob
Browne CFIl SE ME INST Rotorcraft. Will pro-
vide free flight review for Chapter 35 members.

Al Hondo Municipal

Airpon M
830-426-4020 . l

705 Flightline Dr. 1y FLIGH

Hondo, Texas 78861 : | el
] l

OPEN SIX DAYS A WEEK
Sunduy thru Friday
Party Space and Catering Available

Betsy Herrmann

Owner Follenw: the Signs

(210) 656-3839
(210) 656-4012 Fax

Highway o)

REPAIR ALL MAKES

ELECTRONIC CALCULATORS - DICTATION EQUIPMENT
LASER FAX & PRINTERS - TYPEWRITERS - CANON COPIERS
NEW & USED SERVICE - SALES - RENTALS

ED SEURER

4514 WALZEM
Owner

SAN ANTONIO, TEXAS 78218-2044

To Go Orders (210) 688-3402

STUMP'S

Family Restaurant
15245 FM 471 San Antonio, Texas

Runway 35
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ficial Newsletter of EAA
- 35, San Antonio, Texas

Steve Carlson, President
16411 Hornet Creek
San Antonio, Texas 78247-4429

Paste Address Label Here



